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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society's
January 2003 Newsletter

Minutes of the Meeting:
We had a good turnout this month with lots of Christmas goodies, a fun gift exchange and some frankly scary entries in the annual
What If? Contest. Brad's wife's bean dip was very popular. No doubt that caused serious repercussions later. Elections are next
month at the January meeting. Remember that any one not there is in danger of being nominated and elected in absentia. My advice
is to show up and defend your self. Remember, you have to be an IPMS national member to be elected to office. Since most of us
are, I don't see that as much of a problem. I have been working on getting Illinois non-profit status, and have been having some real
problems. I got a little help from the State Military Department and will be following it up. Dues are due at the January meeting. Still
$10 and still the best deal in town. Steve Stefancich is planning a road trip to CRM hobbies in January; please contact him if you are
interested in going. There is also a car show up in Rockford the day after our next meeting. That might be a fun road trip as well. Bob
Horton brought in his scratch built 1/35 scale Big Bertha for show and tell. I'm pretty sure it would actually work, if you could find a
functional 1/35 scale round and powder charge. Bob's skills are truly amazing. We talked about some meeting ideas, April will be
the annual club photo shoot and we are planning a "Model project from Hell" theme contest. Keith brought this up and the concept is
pretty simple, bring in any project that you have built, or attempted to build, that qualifies as a "model from hell". Of course, any
Williams Brothers kit will suffice. Randy Kidd volunteered to host the club picnic at his house in Alpha this June. Included free in this
offer is an all expenses paid round trip to Randy's basement. Keith also suggested bringing in photos of your modeling area. We
can post them on the web page. By the way, Mike deserves another pat on the back for his work on the web page; it keeps getting
better and better. Remember www.qcsms.org, and yes, the link is working great these days.

Show Notes:
We had an offer from a club to sponsor and provide their own award. We agreed, provided they sponsor one of our existing
categories. Matt Clemons also volunteered to do a painting seminar at the show; he has a CO2 rig and uses acrylic paints, so that
should not be a problem. I'll check to see if this is a problem wit our hosts. We discussed getting sponsorships from area
businesses to help cover the costs of awards. Please think about this, or better yet, go out and get some sponsorships for the club.
I really need all of you to help with this. Please bring in your raffle donations to the January meeting. Also if you collected anything at
the last show, please bring it to the January meeting. We also need a laptop and printer to run our registration program, I have the
disk, but I believe we also loaded this into someone's computer (Nick's?). I did find one of the show boxes and have also located
the elusive award ribbons from days past. We have sold over 25 tables for the show so far, that's halfway to our target of 50, so keep
beating the bushes for folks who want tables. We also discussed giving the judges a certificate or raffle tickets, or both. Everyone
agreed it was a good idea to reward judges for their efforts. 

What If? Contest:
The entries this year were a Ya-183 by Larry Wright, an Aurora recon plane by Brad Havlin that is the subject of an article later in this
issue, a Brazilian Osario tank by Mike Scheel. Now, I know some of you are saying "ahaI Gotcha! The Osario is a real tank". This is
true; however, Mike's concept for his entry was simple; what if I actually finished a model. Brilliant idea Mike! I would like to point out
though, that Mike's tank wasn't actually finished. But that's a story for another newsletter. Randy Kidd entered an F-35 fighter, Earl
Steininger brought in his Roswell Alien and Steve brought his Austin Mini as the "British Dukes of Hazzard. And now the winner, May
I have the envelope please. And this years winner of the What If? Award for scaring the bejezzus out of his fellow club members is
Steve Stefancich for his British Dukes of Hazzard Austin Mini! I would like to point out that this is the first built model that Steve has
brought to a meeting in six years. Steve, we'd like to see more, keep those cards and letters coming folks, maybe we can talk him
into it. 

The Dates:
11 January: Chapter meeting and elections. Dues are due! Bring in your raffle donations for the show. 
February 8: Chapter Meeting
February 9: Rockford Wheels in Scale show. Ken Rock Community Center, Rockford, Il.
March 8: Chapter Meeting
March 29, 2003: The Quad Cities Scale Model Show!!!!!
April 12: Chapter Meeting. Club photo shoot.
April 11-12, 2003: AMPS Ninth Annual International Convention (Non-IPMS) Havre de Grace, MD, Cookie Sewell, 493 Winmere Dr,
Aberdeen, MD 21001, 410-272-5563, AMPSOne@aol.com.
April 12: IPMS/Plastic Surgeons 9th Annual. Raccoon River Park Nature Lodge 2500 Grand Avenue West Des Moines, IA. Contact:
Greg Metge 515-223-0034 gmgha@mchsi.com
May 10: Chapter Meeting
June 14: chapter meeting. Annual Club barbecue at Randy Kidd's house in Alpha Illinois.
July 12: Chapter meeting
July 2 - 5: 2003 IPMS/National Convention, Oklahoma City
August 9: Chapter meeting

Christmas through the Ages:
During the first winter of the Great War in 1914, the Germans and British held an impromptu truce on Christmas Day a day on which
the spirit of Christmas rose above the tumult of war and a day on which humanity reared its ugly head. The combatants came out of
their trenches and met in no mans land to chat, swap food and cigarettes and in one case, to play a game of soccer. The following
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quote is from a diary entry by a young British soldier of the Great War: "As a sign of their friendliness, the Germans put up a sign
saying "Gott Mit Uns" which means "God is with us," and so we put up a sign in English saying "We Got Mittens, Too." I don't know if
they enjoyed that joke." 
Private Frank Sumpter. 
London Rifle Brigade.

A new Hobby Shop in the Quad Cities?
Mike reported that someone at work mentioned he saw a sign by the Eagle store in Spring Valley Shopping Center (Kimberly &
Spring) about a new store called American Hobby. Brad Havlin, wandered over and sent the following report. I'm proud to say that
Mike has already entered this information on our website. Remember sportsfans, you saw it here first. Another Quad Cities
Newsletter scoop! Here is my report from my Friday lunch break recon mission to American Hobby & Supply- YES a new Hobby
shop, just as Mike described. Here is the straight poop....
American Hobby & Supply (Kimberly & Spring, north side strip mall, just to the east of the Eagle store, store front faces west) 2186 E.
Kimberly Rd. Davenport, IA 52807 phone: 563-441-9996, fax: 563-441-9997,
Co-owners / operators:
Mr. Mark Angotti and Ms. Mandy Sheets.
email: mjangotti@hotmail.com
Store hours: (this gets good)
Mon. - Fri. 10-8
Sat. 10-6
SUNDAY - 10-6
The business card reads thus: Plastic & Die cast - Collectables- Cars - Trucks - Boats - Planes - Helicopters-Models and/or RC -
Railroad items & Accessories
Puzzles - Games - Toys.
We buy, sell and trade used RC's.
In house repair Here is my own nonscripted first impression of this place: I went there at lunch on Friday, and when I walked in I saw
a store that has only been up and running for 2 weeks. After mutual introductions and greetings I told Mark (Angotti) about our
QCSMS setup, location, monthly meeting etc. as well as describing IPMS in general. He is a young energetic Air Force vet (F-15
mechanic MOS), who with Ms. Sheets were not afraid to dive headlong into the cutthroat competitive world of a privately owned &
operated hobby store. The stock on hand is scarce, mostly a bit of RC equipment and accessories; some railroad stuff...... I saw 3,
count em 3 plastic aircraft kits, all of them Academy brand. The prices were okay but not Alex Key style. I saw an Academy 1/72
P-51D (good kit- up there with Tamiya according to Bert Kinzey) for $ 8.50. The bottom line here is that these kids are hungry,
aggressive and gutsy enough to get their sneakers soiled in this, so I'll probably spread some of my hobby fund dinero around their
way too. They mentioned that their supplier source is out of Champaign IL, maybe some of you guys might know who that is (?).
Check 'em out

The Regional Coordinators Corner:
Hello Crew, In case you have not been to the IPMS/USA Website 
lately........it's taken on a new look. Website Coordinator, Bob Hester, is doing one heck of a job on it. He is also showcasing Chapter
websites. If you want to SHOWCASE YOUR Chapters Website.......contact Bob. We all have something to share and it's great
advertising for your club and to prospective members as well. Thanks and I hope to see some Region 5 Chapters on it soon! This
month check out Rocky Mountain, Washington D.C. and Fresno. BTW: If you have any changes in your Chapter information.....such
as updating your contest or chapter officers/contacts.....get that to Bob (and Jack) too. A lot of the info may be inaccurate and we
depend on your information to keep it current. THANK YOU!!! Happiness is getting to watch GETTYSBURG (the Movie) while
modeling and everybody GONE!!! I love vacation!!!! Tis the month for all of the Chapters Christmas Parties!!! Have fun and be careful
going home. Celebrate with your amily.....not the visitors in the drunk tank. :) So far, I have no bids for the 04 Region 5 Convention. As
always, I'll appoint a Chapter to do it in case there are no takers. IPMS/Will-Cook has been thinking about it, but the Walmart
Cafeteria will be busy that day. ;) Any Bid must be in my hands no later than April First. I hope this Christmas Season has found you
all in good health. I'm taking a little break before dinner to spread more Modeling good Cheer!!!! The new TAMIYA T-55 Tank is out in
Japan and should be here very soon. Armor Modelers rejoice!!! The Thunderbolt should be in stock too. The new HASEGAWA Myrt
will be out soon too. I still remember building the TAMIYA kit long ago, so it was about time for an upgrade!!! I don't know anyone that
has the 1/350 Hornet yet, but I've heard several good things about it. Speaking of big kits, anybody but that 1/72 Bear yet??? It was
announced that CLASSIC AIRFRAMES is coming out with a fabric winged Hurricane Mk.I too. Tis the season to be building!!!!! Well,
it's almost the end of December and I hope you guyzz all have sent your re-charter info/fee in to the National. If you are holding your
elections, please get that info to me as well. I'll need a list of your officers w/IPMS numbers to check against my list. We'll be letting
you know of any lapses or problems. In addition, please discuss with your Chapter about submitting a bid for the 2004 Region 5
Convention. So far I have MAYBE one prospect.........but we need bidders!!!! Let me know if you are interested. If we have no
takers......we'll have it in my back yard. Nominations for the Gil Godfrey Memorial Region 5 Chapter of the Year and Member of the
Year are due to me by April 1, 2003. I'll need 5 copies and yes you can e-mail this to me. Be advised that this is the submission that
will be made to the DLC for consideration for IPMS Chapter of the Year. This year it will be much harder to win. There will be
mandatory nominations from all 11 Regions. Put your foot forward and submit a professional and detailed nomination. Let's see a
Region 5 Chapter take top honors this year. Just to put you in the know, a consortium from Georgia, centered on Atlanta, is the only
bidder at this time for the 2005 National Convention. Enjoy!! Again, on behalf on all the Bruno's and the Bruno's Catz............have a
wonderful and GREAT CHRISTMAS and prosperous NEW YEAR!!!! 
Jack Bruno
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RC5 

Hi Guyzzz and Gals!!!,

I just wanted to drop you all a line and wish you a Happy New Year!!! I just have this note to pass along to you.......................... 
THIS IS FROM The Gal that holds it all together...............MJ at the IPMS Office!!!!!

I have had an unusual number of members joining with "old" forms that show $ 19.00 rather than the current dues of $ 21.00 - if you
have a newsletter that you send to all your chapter contacts, would you ask them on my behalf to throw away the old forms.
Obviously I have to send the new member a letter asking for the additional $ 2.00 and I am concerned that it might offend the new
member ( and besides it is a pain to make a bank deposit for a $2.00 check!!!!) 
And then I will be out of the office from January 3, 2003 until January 15, 2003 - so if you get any messages from chapter contacts
that I am not responding, please ask them to hold on, I will be back!!!! I am starting to get e-mails regarding insurance for contests
in 2003. I cannot do anything about them until after January 15th, as we will then have a new policy. Just ask the guys to send me
the info (name of the facility, physical address, name and date of the contest, chapter contact name and mailing address and either
an e-mail address or telephone number in case I have any questions) I will submit the requests to the insurance company
immediately upon my return and will have the certificates of insurance in my hands within a week. NO need for anyone to panic!!! 
I think this covers my thoughts for the moment - and again thanks for sending out these letters, I have to think they are well received
by the new members/rejoins. Mary Jane 
Enjoy MJ.............you need a break!!!!
And with that...............talk to you in a bit!!!!.............JB RC5

Another hero gone:
I saw on the net that Joe Foss died this past week. I don't qualify, but Mike would probably say.......
'Semper Fi, Joe'
Thank you again, Joe, for my Freedom.
The far west outpost,
Brad Havlin 

The following comes from www.modelretailer.com via the GTR newsletter:
REVELL-MONOGRAM, REVELL AG SOLD AGAIN:
Plastic-model giant Revell-Monogram and its German sister company, Revell AG, have been sold for the second time in 14 months.
Alpha International sold the two companies to Chicago-based RM Investments, which is made up of current management from both
Revell firms and outside investors. Alpha completed its deal with RM Investments on Nov. 15, according to Revell-Monogram
manager of licensing and communications Melissa Palmquist. Terms were not disclosed. Just how the sale will affect hobby
retailers and distributors isn't clear yet, but RM Investments did say it plans to open an office in Hong Kong and that plans are
underway to buy more product lines. Revell-Monogram president Jim Foster was not available for comment following the sale.
However, Palmquist says Foster will remain as Revell-Monogram's president and also will oversee Revell AG. "This project has
been under study for a long period," said RM Investments' chairman and CEO John Long in a press release. "We have spent time
meeting with management from Revell, Binney & Smith, Hallmark, Alpha International, various distribution channels and vendors to
bring this project to its successful conclusion." Alpha had purchased Morton Grove, Ill.,-based Revell-Monogram and Revell AG,
which is based in Bunde, Germany, in September 2001 from Binney & Smith, a subsidiary of Kansas City, Mo.-based Hallmark
Corp. Alpha is the Cedar Rapids, Iowa-based parent company of Gearbox Toys & Collectibles. For a more detailed version of this
story and all the latest industry news, see Model Retailer's Web site: www.modelretailer.com

BUILDING TAMIYA'S TOYOTA TS020:
Kit #24222 Mfg: Tamiya Scale: 1/24
Transkit by Renaisance 
Reviewed by Mike Klessig
Reprinted from the AMG Newsletter, via the GTR Newsletter.
The Toyota TS020 made it's race debut at the 1998 24 Hours of LeMans and pushed the rules to the point of breaking. The GT-1
class was originally designed to be contested by road going super cars such as the Ferrari F-40, Jaguar XJ-220 and McLaren F1
GTR. By building a very limited production quantity of a street car (I believe only one was actually built) Toyota was able to enter what
was basically a purpose built prototype race car. Tamiya has released an absolutely beautiful kit of this car as it raced in 1999.
Molded in white, black satin chrome and clear, the kit has full engine detail, a removable rear deck and steer able front wheels. It
even includes precut masks for painting the body. The body is broken down into five basic pieces with separate parts for the mirrors,
fuel fillers, wing and antenna. The transkit adds some photo etch parts for the louvers that go just behind the front and just ahead of
the rear wheels. The areas for the louvers need to be cut out of the body but the modification is not difficult at all. Spray the entire
body with Tamiya TS-49 Bright Red. I also added some carbon fiber decals to the wing supports and the wing. The chassis plate is
made up of two parts that I sprayed with Testors semi gloss black acrylic. Bare Metal foil was used for the heat shielding and more
carbon fiber and carbon Kevlar decals were added. Tamiya's attention to detail shows here as all of the injector pin marks are
placed in areas where they are covered by other parts once the assembly is complete. The twin turbo V8 engine/gearbox/rear
suspension assembly is made up of a total of thirty-five parts. The detail and crispness of the molding is typical of Tamiya's high
quality. The exhaust pipes are supplied in a satin chrome finish, which I stripped and sprayed with Metalizer Burnt Metal. All the
engine and break ducts are provided. Bare Metal foil was cut into thin strips to represent the hose clamps. The interior tub was
painted with Testors semi gloss black. Tamiya flat blue was used on the drivers seat and helmet pad. I used the kit decals for the
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seat belts but left them attached to the backing paper. I cut then as close to the image as possible then glued then in place with
Elmer's Glue. This gives them more depth and makes them a little more realistic. Decals are provided for the instrument panel and
inspection sticker for the seat. I added carbon Kevlar decals to the areas that were going to be painted Desert Yellow. Separate
shifter, pedals and fire extinguisher complete the assembly. The decals are the main part of the transkit. Any of the three cars from
the 1998 race can be done. This is the car I wish Toyota had done to begin with, as the graphics are stunning. The body is overall
red with white tiger like stripes. The decals fit perfectly and conform to all the contours of the body. A major concern was if they would
be opaque enough or if they would turn pink when applied over the red paint. They cover beautifully. This is perhaps the best kit I
have ever built. All the parts fit exactly as they are supposed to, and very little extra clean up is necessary. Detail painting can be a bit
difficult on some parts but the results are absolutely stunning. If you haven't built this kit yet I strongly urge you to give it a try. I
guarantee you will not be disappointed. If you have already built one, try building another using the transkit for an even more
stunning addition to your collection. Thanks Tamiya and Renaissance. I can't wait to try the conversion for the Nissan R390!

A Roaring Boring Alice
An Alternative History Fiction Story
By Brad Havlin, IPMS Quad Cities

What an evening it has been - the alert status, the Presidential calls, and then the planning and briefing. A GO decision for the
mission. It took nearly an hour for the pilot, Frank Downs, to get into the flight suit and get all components checked out and another
hour was spent pre-breathing the proper in-flight atmospheric mixture, mostly oxygen. This was the time period that Downs liked the
most. He could relax, or read, or even snooze. A few scant minutes on the job when he could actually think non-mission related
thoughts. Thinking back...
Just this morning on the Janet shuttle flight from Las Vegas over here to Dreamland, Groom Lake, the Ranch, or whatever you
wanted to call it, there was that cute new female flight attendant who slipped him a piece of paper with a phone number on it. She
was probably just another US Government plant to make sure that all security procedures are being followed out here. Yes, the
head security goon looked pleased when he reported the incident and gave him the paper. Still, Downs wished he could have had a
chance to personally (and intimately) check out all of her procedures. Let's see, he recalled, from the flight line down to security, then
to his alert quarters in the complex. The phone call to report to a mission briefing, the walk down the hall and down the elevator
three levels to the Command Conference Room. That walk from the elevator past the underground stop for the shuttle train to
various parts of the Nellis Training Complex as it was officially called. All of the different destinations that a person could go to, but
you had to be cleared by security and have orders for most of them. That one stop called "S4" always made Downs smile and just
wonder.
The joint chief's conference call (including the President) had been intense, then the group staff planning and briefing session.
Downs & his backup pilot were both briefed for this mission, but only one pilot is needed. Next time, Downs will be the backup -- but
not tonight. A slap on the back of the helmet was the technician's way of bringing Frank back to reality and indicating that the hour of
oxygen acclimation was now over. As the helmet visor went up, Downs stood up and grabbed his personal ACU pack, connected to
his flight suit with hoses, and started down the hall to the shuttle train. The hallway was full of security goons, as this was the private
shuttle run to the hangar elevator. The ride takes five minutes and then into the elevator with three soldiers in black fatigues, each
carrying a fully automatic weapon. They look different nowadays from the older Uzi's, Downs thought. Up in the elevator to the hangar
bay. As the elevator door opened, a rolling floor mist filled the car as they all stepped out. The aircraft crew chief met Downs as the
security troops remained behind at parade rest. The aircraft was still an awesome sight to Downs, even after three years in the
program and 17 flights. Before him sat the hottest thing to fly today, air vehicle code-named "Alice"; she was dark as the night.
Science fiction has again become science fact. The special cryogenic liquid methane fuel (and coolant) produced the fog hanging
all over the hangar floor. The floor started to clear as the crew opened up the main doors and switched on hangar fans. The ship
has no designation, at least not on that is known even at Downs' security clearance level. The Armed Forces, the CIA, the DIA and
NRO all publicly deny her existence. However, a team from Lockheed and Boeing knew about her and nine of her sisters in other
hangers around the installation, and around the world. 
Downs walked under the nose behind the front landing gear and patted the gear door for ritualistic good luck. The name (from which
her code name was derived) was taken from the pilot's favorite aunt and a play on words to poke fun at what the press rumored the
craft to be called. Painted on the door inside white face was black script "A-Roaring-Boring-Alice", mimicking Aurora Borealis, or just
Aurora. To an inquisitive public, that is. Technicians scurried around Alice like ants around a sugar cookie as Downs climbed the
boarding ladder with the AC unit. The maintenance crew chief helped him up into the cockpit, strapped him into the ejection seat,
and attached his life support umbilical. Next came the pre-flight checklist by all the technicians and the pilot, as well as with flight
control. All access and fuel loading doors had to be closed, locked and sealed with ceramic, heat-resistant fittings. In fact, the entire
bottom side of Alice as well as the critical upper surfaces had the same tile composition as the now-famous space shuttle fleet.
This process took an additional 30 minutes. Now fully fueled and checked out, Downs lowered the canopy and sealed himself in for
flight. As was his own personal tradition, Downs said a short, very specific prayer for the mission and his safety. The tractor backed
in, hooked the tow bar to Alice's front main gear, and towed the craft off to the main runway to wait for initial startup.
Lined up on runway center. Startup on turbo-ramjet No. 1. The whine turned into a blast furnace roar. Startup on t-r No. 2. Again, as
the rpm's climbed, the vibration could be felt in the cockpit. The Main Panel displays showed both engines running nominal and
within parameters. Now throttle back down to 50 percent and wait. The game was about to begin. Twenty plus miles away on
Tikaboo Peak, the civilian "Dreamland" or Area 51 watchers were encamped for the night. The infrared glasses were out as they
looked at Groom Lake and the base in the distance. Some watched other "lights in the sky" as they always did.
At 50 miles out, the nightly Janet flight from Las Vegas was approaching Dreamland, and at 40 miles out two F-15E's formed up,
one on each wing, with the Janet Boeing 737. This game was intended to fool amateur radar operators as to when Alice took off. On
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signal from flight control, Downs advanced throttles on Engine 1 and 2 to 100 percent and prepared for launch. Engines 1 and 2
were internal turbo-ramjets that allowed Alice to take off and make sufficient velocity, as the speed and altitude increased to allow
the Pulse Detonation Wave Engines, or PDWEs, (Engines 3 and 4) to come on line. The 737 had just touched down, when on
signal from control, Downs toggled off the restraint stops and blue tongues of flame blasted rearward as Alice leapt forward. The
combined engine roar was audible 40 miles away and on Tikaboo Peak the veteran watcher and guide told the group "You folks
really got your money's worth tonight!" In seconds, Alice was passing 130-140-150 mph and shot heavenward like the black
arrowhead she was. The pair of F-15's formed up on each wing and climbed out with Alice as long as they could, but within a minute
their job was over. The streaking tail of flame caused UFO and meteor sighting claims from Reno, Nevada to Seattle Washington
and beyond. Downs watched the cockpit displays as Alice passed Mach 1 at 1,000 feet, Mach 2 at 3,000 feet, Mach 3 at 9,500 feet
and Mach 3.5 at 20,000 feet. Turbojets Nos. 1 and 2 had automatically converted to effective ramjets at Mach 2.8. At mach 3.5 a brief
level off as the PDWEs (3 and 4) were started and engaged. PDWEs 3 and 4 could be started at Mach 2.5 at a minimum velocity but
this consumed more fuel. On this mission, PDWE startup would not occur below mach 3.1, as the "ramjet only" maximum velocity
was 2.9 to 3.75. That old familiar pulse vibration gently shook Downs in the cockpit as the PDWEs made their characteristic "donut
on a rope" contrail at mach 4.5. Now, heading northeast at 40,000 feet, Downs pulled the nose up and advanced the throttles for
engines 3 and 4. Climbing and leveling off at 120,000 feet at mach 5, he thought back briefly about the X-15 pilots of 40 years ago. If
they could only see him now. The world below was black and only a few microscopic light dots could be seen occasionally. Must be
a small town or something, Downs thought to himself. The curvature of the earth eastward was breathtaking and soon the
Canadian Control Station below called for a coded status check. All nominal 5 by 5. Downs noted to himself how that flying this thing
was never boring. After an hour passed, the first scheduled refueling was due over the Atlantic Ocean. Rendezvous with the
KC-135QT at 30,000 feet - location "Alice F1". Now daylight. The tanker carried enough fuel for both the turbo ramjets and the
PDWEs. A controlled descent to 30,000 feet and a slowdown to mach 2.7 Ease back on the turbo-ramjets (1 and 2) and shutdown
the PDWEs. Downs saw the tanker soon and at 550 knots; Alice slipped under the tanker for a "frosty" drink; the liquid methane
based JP-X. The tanker's refueling boom operator asked Downs by radio, "What planet are you from?" Downs double clicked his
radio mike twice and gave the boom jockey the finger. The operator chimed back "Thanks, it's nice to know you think we are number
one!" Downs responded with a thumbs up and when fueling was complete, he maneuvered Alice away from the tanker. Reverse the
sequence to get back upstairs. A climbing run up on 1 and 2 to mach 3.0 at 40,000 feet. Then briefly level off; engage the PDWEs (3
and 4) and resume climbing with a velocity increase up to 150,000 feet at mach 6. All systems running within specs and S.O.P. A
half hour later and the east to southeast leg "to target" turn. This mission had both ELINT (Electronic Intelligence) and photographic
objectives. Downs smirked and thought to himself that some NRO analyst would have the data he wanted in real time thanks to the
satellite uplink. It produces photos with a resolution so clear that the viewer could read the pack of Camel cigarettes laying in the
back seat of a jeep. Radar band widths, radio frequencies, phone calls and all other known methods of vocal communication were
snatched and recorded and sent to various locations automatically. If the satellite ever took a powder, permanently or with sun spot
help, the onboard computer system could either hold and store data or use a predetermined backup path through a secure ground
transfer station. Frank Downs was there to cover the flight intangibles. Many things can and do go wrong at 30 miles, or higher,
above the earth and at over 4500 miles per hour. Training will usually cover the glitch. Usually, that is. No need for stealth up here. At
this speed and altitude the defensive sensor packages can defeat a missile tracking system computer by either a half-degree
course change or by altering the forward velocity. Politically, the Pentagon wants Joe the bad guy to know that they can see the color
of his BMW, read the plate number, tell how many passengers are in the vehicle and what gender they are. If he makes a phone call
or shoots a fax page to somebody, it's as good as ours. The earlier staff briefing warned of the increased use of lasers to try to blind
recon assets, Downs remembers as he streaks over Europe and toward the eastern Mediterranean area. It's a good thing it's
daytime below, Frank thinks, the bottom is glowing cherry red and the wing leading edges and nose are too. The blackness of
space above is a view that is always a lure to a daydream or two. Must keep the mind inside the cockpit. Over central Turkey, then
Iraq. Sensors are picking up some laser shots, out ahead, in a random pattern. If those things ever get the power or precision to
make this job difficult then all the flight jocks in the group will be behind a desk or somewhere else working, Downs thinks as he
monitors the cockpit displays for threats and flight data. Frank smiles and speaks out loud,"Grin folks, you're on Candid Camera".
Over Iran now and wham... pitch and yaw go bonkers. Thrusters on the hull automatically compensate as the No. 3 PDWE has
flamed out for some reason. The bells & whistles for alarms are annoying but they cause Downs to perform the redetermined
sequence of correct compensation measures that are burned into his mind from countless sessions in the training simulator. By
the time Alice is over the Indian Ocean engine No. 3 is restarted and running smoothly, if you can call the pulsing of a PDWE
smooth. Two hours ago a tanker aircraft has taken off from Diego Garcia and is now in position east of the Malaysian peninsula. It
was time for Frank to engage the sequence to go back down for another drink of the 'cold stuff'. All goes routinely, the tanker is
spotted and ... hey with F-15s along to boot! Alice lines up for refueling. Topping off for the last time for the run back home Frank
sees three faces peering out at him from the refueling boom operator station under the KC-135. "Gee", Frank quips over the radio,
"You'd think nobody had ever seen 'the Aurora' before". The tanker crew wave as the boom retracts, then Alice banks starboard and
starts back upstairs. Frank wonders how the Government keeps this program secret for so long with so many people seeing this
bird. Oh well. On the homeward leg there is time to ponder the rare opportunity to do this job.... fly this incredible machine, conceived
and flown less than 100 years after man created the first powered aircraft. Two different engine technologies using the SAME fuel --
liquid Methane cooling the aircraft extremities and then being used for fuel. With mach 7 speed and 200,000 feet altitude capability, it
makes a trip around the entire globe in less than 5 hours possible. Maybe someday the pilots of this program will get their
astronauts wings, if the veil of secrecy is ever lifted and the new record books are ever updated. The computer display flashes a
message from the Pentagon.... Data received, quality above average-outstanding.... Mission well done, JCOS. Downs smiles. Over
the Philippines, then the Hawaiian Islands. Streaking toward Southern California and on to Groom Lake. Some hot food, a shower
and maybe, just maybe, a phone call to a certain flight attendant if security has a clearance on this by now. If the geek in the security
office hasn't gotten the data then he'll need some persuasion from the NRO head guy, Downs thinks.
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Alice is now 300 miles off of southern California and the landing sequence begins. The radio comes to life with some verification
and glide path data. "Gaspipe A, Gaspipe A, we have you on course.... rate of decent and velocity in the groove, Mad Hatter control
out". As Downs comes in over southern California he knows that the 'donuts-on-a-rope' contrail will be visible to the conspiracy
theorists with public interest, and that the seismographs at Cal Tech and the earthquake recording organization will get a workout
again from the signature 'sonic boom'. The newspapers and magazines will be full of articles again. Stories quoting witnesses who
hear Alice's sonic wave 'ripping the sky apart' as some have described it. Truly amazing stuff. 50 miles west of Groom Lake the
F-15s form up on Alice, one on each wing, at 30000 feet and descending, at mach 1.25. Now only three miles out, 500 feet altitude,
290 knots airspeed, and main gear down; computer programmed flaps engage on queue. In a few seconds Alice touches down on
the main runway as the F-15s pull out, one on each wing of a 737 Janet shuttle flight heading back to Las Vegas. Mission now
complete. What did Alice find over the Middle East? Who knows. This is Alternative History.

Russian Aircraft Colors:
This is a blast from the Past. The following is an email I received from Kari Lumpio back in 1998 on Russian VVS colors. It followed
a long forgotten thread on the internet taking exception to some statements on the VVS modeling page. I had intended to print it in
the newsletter, but lost the file. I just found it, so here it goes, better late that never. I did not verify if the internet links he lists are still
functioning, but I don't think that detracts from Kari's article.
Yak-1 and other colors
By Kari A Lumppio
Introduction
For reasons unknown to me the VVS page seems to ignore or deny totally any use of silver paint in VVS (WWII). Therefore I have
collected some facts together, presented below. I have also added comments for the other VVS colors. Use of silver in VVS as I
know it:
Exteriors:
In Finland exists several genuine, unrestored WWII Russian a/c pieces where *silver* (aluminum) has been used for exterior
painting. Pieces can be found at least from the following types: R-5, I-15Bis(I-152), I-153 and SB (2 - refers to number of motors. In
the following correct type definition SB is used). Some details follow. The I-152 is s/n 5275. Plane has green oversides, metal
inspection hatches were painted black at least on upper wing. Underside all fabric and wooden (plywood) areas were painted with
silver lacquer and metal parts with light grey! The plane made emergency landing on iced lake on Finnish side early December
1939 during so called Winter War. Ice was not strong enough and the plane fell through after landing. The wreck was retrieved in
1972. Source: Valtonen 93 p. 247-248. A Russian I-153 rudder exhibited at Tikkakoski museum has field application of black/green
over (factory) silver. At Vesivehmaa museum are parts from at least two different SBs: one rear fuselage, four elevators, rudders,
radiators etc. All these have (remains of) silver paint on exterior surface. Both SBs and earlier DB-3s (and DB-3f/Il-4s) were
*painted* with *silver* at factory. If you don't want to hear that from a Finn you can also read it from a Russian researcher (Averin 94,
p. 24). According the article silver was also used for I-153 undersides even after intoduction of underside blue AE-14 for MiGs (after
the end of 1940). Valtonen mentions also a I-16 with silver underside (Valtonen 93, p. 248). Cowling was painted black, upper
surfaces were dark green. The s/n was 5210517. I do not know if pieces of this plane have been retrieved to museum.
Markings:
There is a war-time handbook for chemical industry making paints for VVS. It contains also color samples for the paints. I wish I
could give you more details, but the book *does* very much *exist*. There is one piece of it in Finland and I'm eagerly waiting my turn
to examine it thoroughly. The book was recently acquired from Russia by certain Mr. Geust. This book gives only three colors for
exterior markings for VVS: white, red and aluminum (silver). In my opinion, this excludes the possibility that yellow border stars could
have been "standard". If yellow borders existed they must have been exceptions. I have seen *no hard evidence* (ie. primary source)
for yellow borders. I would like to see VVSpage editors provide this in their homepage. Interpretation of black and white photos is
weak evidence. (This doesn't mean that yellow wasn't used for other markings. I've seen yellow numbers on a U-2 (Po-2) at
Tikkakoski museum and on a SB rudder at Vesivehmaa museum. Valtonen (93) also gives one P-40, which I mentioned also in my
earlier post (it was then the only one I remembered without checking my references). The U-2 has also yellow stripes - the plane is
war booty form Winter War 1939-1940. The yellow Eastern Front ID yellow markings were introduced for Axis and Finnish a/c's in
1941). Silver borders for VVS stars:
Silver borders for VVS stars are a stone hard fact. You can even access the evidence in Internet. Photos of two very different cases of
P-39 Russian Airacobras with such stars can be found at the following two sites: 1. http://www.jiop.fi/ksimuseo/teccrew5.jpg (or via
the homepageTikkakoski museum homepage, choose "Current restoration project & Team Airacobra" url given below). This
fuselage is from "Silver 26" a P-39Q-15-BE from 191 IAP (serial no 44-2664) which force-landed on Finnish side summer 1944. It
remains still in Finland at Tikkakoski museum. The P-39 wing at Tikkakoski is from different a/c (either "20" or "25") but also these
stars have silver borders like the ones on the fuselage. There was altogether three captured Russian P-39s in Finland. "Silver 26"
companions "Silver 20" and "Silver 25" can be seen in a photo in Squadron Signal in Action no 43 (1980), p. 28. Their spinners still
remain at Tikkakoski museum. All three are painted silver. No P-39 was ever used or even planned to be used in Finnish AF, so
their camo and markings remained untouched. Unfortunately parts for only one whole a/c are left nowadays.
2. http://www.sci.fi/~junkers/P39_1.jpg (or via Lapland crash site main menu, url given below) Sergei Tropa's "Silver? 42" (from
2./255 MIAP (base Vajenka I) a P- 39Q-5, serial no 42-20442. Shot down over Norwegian Lapland by Luftwaffe fighters May 26th
1944. In the picture wing lies still there. Source for a/c identity Valtonen 93, p. 228.
So it's altogether three different Russian P-39's with silver-bordered stars. Drawing conclusions from only one example could be
dangerous. Silver was also used for stencilling. The piece of starboard side of LaGG-3 fuselage at Vesivehmaa museum has
following small text written with silver on exterior: "zarjadka kislorodnogo ballona P=150 Atm" - oxygen bottle refilling P=150 Atm.
Silver as interior color:
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Silver was used also as interior finish over areas of wooden structure. This is the case for both the MiG-3 (outer wings) and the
LaGG-3 (fuselage) at Vesivehmaa museum. Interior colors I know of (other than the VVS page gives us). One of the SB elevators at
Vesivehmaa museum has damage hole so that the interiors of it can be examined. While the whole elevator is painted externally
with silver inside it has been painted with color much like RLM02. This color is as pristine as one can be. There is no perfect FS
match, 26307 is close in hue, but too light. This paint most probably is not the same "Medium Blue-Green/ Blue-Green Primer/Metal
Use Primer" the VVS page wants us to use, the color is nowhere near the *light blue* FS(2)5622. I would like to know what is the
VVS page's sample if there is one? The wooden LaGG-3 fuselage part at Vesivehmaa museum uses black (primer?) under the
silver paint on interior surfaces! Outside plywood is covered with fabric. Under the fabric surface is of yellow(ish) color which might
be primer or fabric dope. Pete Chalmers has mentioned already in this thread the MiG-3 cockpit side panel which interior was
painted blue-green FS 25352. I have not seen this panel, but I known the person who has done the comparison. I trust him 100% in
this. The MiG-3 at Vesivehmaa museum uses green FS34130 also for interiors (more below). Underside blue:
In Finland at least 6 genuine samples for WWII VVS underside blue can be found today. They are (parts of): 2 MiG-3, LaGG-3, U-2,
Il-2 and Pe-2. There is also UTI-4 at Vantaa museum, but I don't know if any original (blue) color can be found any more. All samples
except maybe Il-2 and Pe-2 are 1942 or earlier. Unfortunately according to my friend none of these blues agree with the FS number
given by the VVS page. During this fall I and my friend (the researcher, I was the helping hand) made a research visit to Vesivehmaa
museum which have parts of a MiG-3, s/n 2171, (outer wing(s), stabilizer etc.) and a LaGG-3 (part of fuselage). The LaGG part is
from starboard fuselage between cockpit and fin. It's painted black and green over light blue and has a one whole red star without
any kind of border. MiG-3 parts are dark green uppers and light blue under, closer notes can be found elsewhere. These parts are in
excellent condition and have always been kept indoors. We cleaned carefully the areas to be examined with moist tissues and then
dried them. No sanding was done nor was deemed necessary. Parts were taken outdoors where we could use good natural light
(sun). Light was dispersed because there was thin overcast. In other words lighting conditions were perfect. A neutral grey card was
placed over the area to be compared. The card had two holes (windows). In the other one FS sample was seen and in the other the
color (surface) to be compared. All this is from color comparison schoolbook. Much to our surprise we found light blue on both the
LaGG-3 and the MiG-3 was extremely similar. FS35352 was extremely close match to the blue on LaGG-3 (wooden/fabric surface).
The blue on MiG-3 was also very, very close to that, both on wooden and metal surfaces. In fact the blues are so close that they most
probably are same paint. Averin writes in his article that blue paint AE-14 was introduced for undersides for MiG-1 and MiG-3 after
the end of 1940 (Averin 94, p. 24). Averin's article has also a table where two other underside blues are given, AMT-7 Nitrolak for
wooden and fabric surfaces and AMT-28M for metal surfaces. Start of use for both is given as 1941. So Russian records have at
least three different paints for aircraft undersides. Giving only one blue for undersides is oversimplifying if not wrong. AE-14 and
AMT-7/AMT28M may be similar colors, but the FS35352 we found *on two different planes* doesn't agree with FS (2)5466 the VVS
page gives us ("Brilliant Medium Blue, Underside; Standard for all aircraft (1939-1945)" (sic). 
Greys:
A Jak-9 rudder and fin from 1943 or 1944 in excellent condition are exhibited at Tikkakoski museum. A friend of mine has made FS
comparison for it: darker grey 35042, lighter 36118. These match close the results got by Accurate Miniature's associates in Russia.
These comparisons were and are totally separate, these people even didn't know of each other's existence on Earth before! Tom
Cleaver's post about the new-manufactured Yak-3U earlier in this thread basically confirms the other two FS comparisons. It also
proves there has been no noticeable ageing on Tikkakoski museum's rudder. So those three agree with each other but do not
agree with the FS identifications the VVS page gives us. What conclusion should I make? One possibility is that there were
difference between greys used on Lavotshkins and Jaks and the three samples are Jaks, for example. 
Greens:
Lots of greens was used by VVS be it variations of same paint or different paints. I don't want even try to know them all. For example,
we tried comparing FS samples to the field applied green (over silver) on SB rudder at Vesivehmaa museum. We could have picked
any of the greens at lower page 48 of FS595B (34151, 34089, 34127, 34098, 34130), such was the variation. The early camoflage
green AIIZ (4BO) mentioned by Averin has its own homepage at: http://www.dol.ru/users/hotdog/4bo.htm (in English) as we can read
there this color varied a lot and giving one FS number for it is pointless. Besides, if I have understood it correctly this paint was
delivered to users as components (Averin) and was to be mixed by them. The MiG-3 at Vesivehmaa uses green FS34130 for upper
side camouflage and also as primer for all metal areas. For example interiors of stabilizer and also on exterior under the light blue
FS35352. BTW there is a (repair?) patch of light blue painted over the green upper side of the stabilizer! 
Browns:
I do not have a lot of material for browns. A friend of mine has given FS30215 as comparison result for the brown on a Il-2 wing. It's a
wreck part at Tikkakoski museum storage room.
Epilog:
I have tried to give source or reference for all the data here. You can go and check yourself if you don't like to trust me. In my opinion
giving FS numbers as accurate matches without any hint of source or sample is equal to guess by Joe Average. Note! Finnish
transliteration has been used.
References and sources:
Vesivehmaa museum. More a storage hangar than museum. No restoration is done here. Situated at Vesivehmaa airfield (ICAO
code EFLA) near Lahti. Normally open at weekends between 12-6 pm. FS comparisons mentioned in this posting were done Sep
27th 1998 (MiG-3, LaGG-3 and SB). They also have a Caudron 714 in genuine WWII French colors among other old jewels.
Tikkakoski museum.
Finnish Air Force Museum, situated near Jyvaskyla airport (EFJY). Their homepage:http://www.jiop.fi/ksimuseo/index.html 
Homepage "Aeroplane crash sites of Lapland" http://www.sci.fi/~junkers/lentokE.htm Valtonen 93: Hannu Valtonen, "Lapin
lentokoneenhylyt" (Plane Wrecks of Lappland), Keski-Suomen ilmailumuseo, 1993. ISBN 951-95688-3-2, ISSN 0788- 1169 see
also: http://www.jiop.fi/ksimuseo/books.html#ksimj4 ("Books published by Keski-Suomen Ilmailumuseo") 
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The VVSpage: The Modeler's Resource Page for Aircraft of the Voyenno-Vozdushne Sily (VVS), 1930-45.
http://www.oz.net/~xopowo/VVS/vvs.htm Averin 94: Article "Palitra vojny" by A.Averin. In Russian aviation magazine MIG, 1/94, p.20-29.
Vantaa museum
Suomen Ilmailumuseo / Finnish Aviation museum . Their hompage:
http://www.suomenilmailumuseo.fi/e_index.html 
Situated at Helsinki-Vantaa airport (EFHK) area. (for example R-5 elevator part and UTI-4 in (purported) FinnAF colors)
Russian aircraft wreck parts in private collections (not mine, I have none).

return to top of the page
return to the News Index
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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society's
February 2003 Newsletter
Meeting Minutes: We had another good turnout for this meeting. We discussed the show had elections and talked about models.
Randy reported that there is a site dedicated to the newly built Me 262's. The site is Stormbirds.com. In February we will have the
first annual "kit from Hell" show and tell. Bring in the kit that has given you the most problems. This should be a kit that you have
built, but one that you have started and not finished due to its heinous nature is also acceptable. You can even bring in the shattered
pieces of one that you through against the wall in disgust. We held our annual elections and the current slate were reelected,
despite their protests and pleas for mercy. We had a discussion about the first kits we ever built. We discussed some activities for
upcoming meetings. We decided to do the Kit from Hell during February and we added another build day in May. We talked about
asking a prominent modeler from Chicago to come down. The "What If" contest will be back again during the December meeting.
Also, bring in pictures of your build area. Mike will post them on the web site. Loren Pike came and visited us at the meeting. Loren, I
hope you had a good time and you are welcome back any time. We had a nice show and tell and Bob Fender also talked about a
product he uses down at the shop. This is a sanding pad around 3,000 grit from 3M. He recommended we pitch in as a club and
buy a box. He used this on his F-86D and it really worked great. Eventually, 4 o'clock came around and we gradually to head home
or wander off in search of food. One of these days we should head for one of the local restaurants for a club dinner. Of course, we
will have to alternate the site, as most respectable places won't let us come back a second time.

Show And Tell: Shaun Drovesky brought some Pioneer kits from Turkey. A Ho 229 which needs a new nose gear and cockpit detail.
Apparently it needs all the cockpit detail because the existing detail is zero, zip, nada. As in nada darn thing in there. He also brought
a Ta 183. He re did the wings so they were back on center. The landing gear struts were very weak and are missing the scissors
link. The left side of the fuselage was about 1mm or so narrower than the other side. I think Shaun was a month early on the kit from
hell show and tell, but he's really fixed these puppies up so far. Keeping with his tradition of kits from hell, Shaun also brought in a
Sd Kfz 131. This is what the Germans called a "Lorraine Schlepper", a captured French Larraine that the Germans used to carry
rockets. Schlepper means tractor in German and something like a schmuck in Yiddish. Shaun said the schmucks who made the kit
came up with some pretty bad instructions with bad diagrams. Many locations are not clear. The tracks are individual links are really
tiny. Nevertheless, Shaun did a great job of it and the score stands at the half: Shaun 3, assorted schmucks 0.
Randy Kidd brought in a 21st Century Toys Me 109. It's pre-made and pre-painted. He bought it from the JC Penny catalogue. It's
around 1/32 scale.
Earl Steininger brought in some more of his scratchbashing masterpieces. One was an F-18, F-117 and an F-16 turned into a
futuristic stealth fighter. My particular favorite was an F-18 turned into a, well, ummm....Okay, I'm not really sure what he turned it into,
but it has V-22 Osprey type rotating engines on it. 
Loren Pike brought in some neat subjects. A 1/72 Hasegawa Tiger I, a Monogram Stug Mark IV and a 1/76 Revell Monogram
Sherman. He used a Walmart black bristle paint brush for the antenna aerials. The tow hooks and light guards are made from
small gage wire. Loren also brought a 1/200 scale Hasegawa 737-200 airliner. This had a stunning finish. The decals were custom
made and were for the Casino Express airline out of Elko, Nevada.

The Dates: 11 January: Chapter meeting and elections. Dues are due! Bring in your raffle donations for the show.
February 8: Chapter Meeting. "Kit from Hell" show and tell. Bring in your raffle donations for the show.
February 9: Rockford Wheels in Scale show. Ken Rock Community Center, Rockford, Il. 
March 8: Chapter Meeting. 
March 29, 2003: The Quad Cities Scale Model Show!!!!! April 12: Chapter Meeting. Club photo shoot.
April 11-12, 2003: AMPS Ninth Annual International Convention (Non-IPMS) Havre de Grace, MD, Cookie Sewell, 493 Winmere Dr,
Aberdeen, MD 21001, 410-272-5563, AMPSOne@aol.com.
April 12: IPMS/Plastic Surgeons 9th Annual. Raccoon River Park Nature Lodge 2500 Grand Avenue West Des Moines, IA. 
Contact: Greg Metge 515-223-0034 gmgha@mchsi.com
May 10: Chapter Meeting. Build day. Bring a model and build it.
June 14: chapter meeting. Annual Club barbecue at Randy Kidd's house in Alpha Illinois.
July 12: Chapter meeting
July 2 - 5: 2003 IPMS/National Convention, Oklahoma City
August 9: Chapter meeting
September 6: IPMS Will-Cook, "The Show IX". Details to follow.
November 8: IPMS Butch O'Hare. Details to follow.

Treasurers Report: We have $1,472 in the kitty.

Show stuff: We need someone with a laptop and a printer for the show. We have an access database with last years show program
ion it, but we need something to run it on. Glen will email a list of the awards to Randy. For any one wondering, here is the list:
Six 7 x 9 plaques. All have the "Quad Cities Scale Model Show" plus the award title below: 1. King of Battle - Best artillery subject
2. People Choice Best of Show award
3. Dwight Humphrey memorial award -best 1/72 scale aircraft
4. Best Commonwealth subject
5. Best Space/Science Fiction subject
6. Best P-38
Ten 8 x 6 "Peoples Choice" category awards. All have header "Quad Cities Scale Model Show" followed by "Peoples Choice Award"
Followed by the below categories:



2 of 6

1. Aircraft
2. Ships
3. Military Vehicles
4. Fantasy
5. Space/Sci-fi
6. Dioramas
7. Automotive
8. Figures
9. Miscellaneous
10. Juniors
We need your donations for the raffle. Please bring them in for the next meeting.

Farewell Columbia: As I was finishing the newsletter this morning, I heard the news about the Space Shuttle Columbia. As I was
thinking about it, I received this message from Jack Bruno. I don't think I could write anything better so I thought I'd pass along his
message: Not a Good Day my Friends,
About an hour ago a Chapter Contact "IM'd" me and told me to turn on the TV. At this time it appears that our Country has lost
another Space Shuttle and Crew. The Columbia has broken up over North Texas. I'm old enough too have witnessed two other
devastating accidents........the Challenger and Apollo in 1967. No doubt our determination and resolve with take us beyond this
current accident. Again, we will remember. Godspeed to the crew and please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers at this
trying time.
Regards...........Jack 

REVELL VOLKSWAGEN GOLF w/TUNER VERSION
Scale: 1/24 Kit #: 2394
Reviewed by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy of the GTR Newsletter.
This kit is Revells latest attempt to cash in on the current popularity of the Import street car scene by reissuing older kits with some
extra parts in what it calls the "Tuner Series". As I wrote in an earlier review of their Datsun 510 on this site, I assumed these kits
would replicate contemporary examples of this style. This kit provides some interesting new parts that VW modelers may find
useful, but it does not reflect the latest tuner styling. The subject is a Series II VW Golf, from the late 80s-early 90s. The GTi is the
performance version of the car. It is a water-cooled, four cylinder, front drive hatchback. The Golf (originally called the Rabbit in the
U.S.) was the replacement for the beloved Beetle. The kit is based on old tooling that has been released several times. On my shelf
I have a kit of the Valvoline VW Golf Racer, kit # 7192, the box art indicates a date of 1990. That kit was supposed to build up into a
replica of an IMSA Firestone Firehawk series production stock racecar. But really it was a kit of a stock street GTi, the only extra item
being the decal sheet with primarily Valvoline graphics. The racing interior and roll cage was not included. I believe that was the
most recent issue of this kit, at least in the U.S. This is a full detail kit, with all engine, chassis and suspension details included. The
parts are molded in white and clear, there are no chrome plated parts. Since all the stock parts are included, this is a 2 in 1 kit. The
new tuner parts are all on a separate sprue apparently designed for this release.
Chassis: 
There is a fully detailed chassis assembly in the kit, with the front drive train (mounted off the engine, exhaust and suspension all
separate pieces.
Wheels and Tires: 
This is a key element of a cool street machine, and as with Revells Datsun 510, this kit really falls short in this department. The
stock steel wheels are fine, but the custom wheels (in white plastic, not plated) represents some aluminum wheels with a decidedly
80s look. And they are too small for a tuner version; these are either 13 or 14 inch rims. The tires are the same Dunlop tires from
earlier releases, fine for the stock version but they need to be much lower profile and taller, current tuner styling calls for at least 17
inch wheels. 
Engine: 
The four cylinder engine is represented by a total of six pieces. This is a bone stock engine; a tuner version should have at least a
K&N style air induction, possibly a turbocharger. Also the engine bay would look much more up to date with a stabilizer bar. This is
not representative of current tuner car technology.
Interior: 
The interior utilizes the tub style design. This replicates a stock interior. The back seat is a molded in, and two bucket seats are
included. The only contemporary tuner touches, the white gauge faces, extra stereo speakers and silver center seat cushions are
decals. The suggested red, white and silver scheme is again more 80s than tuner style. 
Body: 
The body is one basic piece, with a separate hood. Most of the mods to make a tuner version are the body aero package. The stock
version can be built, the tuner uses custom grille, hood scoop, wheel flares, rocker panels and front and rear air dams. These look
like they will be a challenge to get to line up properly. The lights are clear plastic. The windshield glass is one piece. The windshield
wipers are separate pieces, as are the clear headlight and taillight lenses.
Decals: 
There is a sheet of decals in the box. There are some silver angular body graphics and silver seat panel inserts for the tuner
version. There is a nice windshield visor with GTi Performance graphics. The license plate decal provided is a California "COMP
GTI" set.
Summary: 
This is a decent kit, but it is not reflective of a contemporary tuner street machine. The wheels and tires are dated, the interior needs
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more modern accessories, the engine and exhaust need some hop up parts. With this kit you could do a hopped up street version
that may have been current about 10 years ago. Also, the fit of many parts seems loose, especially the body aero parts. So I can only
give a halfhearted recommendation, mostly because I am partial to VWs. 
Hopefully Revells upcoming Honda kits will represent a true current tuner, the pictures in the advertisements certainly look like they
will.

News from The Regional Coordinator:
Hi Guyzzz,
Henry sezz I don't put out enough info............so here's some more. The Nuremberg Toy Show is in full swing and CLASSIC
AIRFRAMES is coming out with a boatload of stuff including a SM.79 Torpedo Bomber, Barracuda and retools of the G-55 and
Boulton Paul. A bunch more too. REVELL is reissuing a bunch of 1/32 stuff....P-38/P-47D and Storch among the slew of things. Also
in 1/48, the B-24D and B-26. More news later and PLEASE check with your favorite Hobby Shop!!!!! If you have not sent in your
Charter Application.............please do so or your Chapter will be dropped soon. Thank you and you also have only a few months to
send your Chapter of the Year and Member of the Year nominations to me. April 1st is the deadline. I may have a bid coming for the
Region 5 Convention...........but nothing yet. If your Chapter is thinking about it.........do it now. Again.........just in case you forgot...........in
2004 the Central Section of IPMS (Region 5 inclusive) will be bidding on the National Convention. Contact Second VP, Ron Bell for
any information you need for presenting a bid. I just want to inform you that the NEW IPMS/USA Forum and NEWSGROUP is up and
running. Please go to the IPMS/USA Website and follow the instructions!!! This looks like an outstanding tool not to mention some
fun!!! Love ya.............miss ya..............see ya soon I hope!!!
Jack Bruno
IPMS #25313
Region 5 Coordinator
IPMS/USA

Book Review: Squadron/Signal Publications
No. 5602; "On Deck" Number 2: USS Lexington (CV-16 ) by Al Adcock,
color by Don Greer, illustrations by John Lowe;
Squadron/Signal Publications, 
Carrollton, TX 2002
; 80 pp., retail price
$14.95 (ISBN 0-89747-449-X) 
Reviewed by Cookie Sewell
I have to admit that I have become a big fan of the naval books that Squadron has published in recent years, and really liked the first
one in this series on the USS Alabama (BB-60). I have the one on Essex Class carriers (Squadron/Signal # 4010) as well as the
"Detail and Scale" volume on the Lexington itself (D&S #29), but I am happy to say that this book provides totally new and fresh
photos and descriptions as compared to those two volumes. I assume from the commentary that Mr. Adcock was in the Navy as he
has a very large personal collection of photos, both black and white and color, which make up the majority of those presented in this
book. Unlike the other two, he alternates photos from the WWII history and configuration of the carrier to its postwar configuration, its
service as the training carrier for shipboard qualification of naval aviators, and its current status as the third and last Essex Class
carrier to become a floating museum (USS Yorktown (CV-10) is at Patriot's Point in Charleston, SC, and USS Intrepid (CV-11) is tied
up in Manhattan on the Hudson River.) The photos selected have a very good cross section of the main points of interest most
modelers have with carriers, namely the flight deck, hangar deck, and armament details, but Mr. Adcock also provides a number of
lesser seen elements such as the various compartments in the island used for command and control of the ship in combat, pilots'
ready rooms, berthing spaces, and other sections not commonly seen or understood by the public. The timing of a third good
reference on this particular ship is very good, as sharp-eyed modelers will probably have noticed that the Chinese company
Trumpeter has announced that they are following up their release of a 1/350 scale model of the USS Hornet (CV-8) with a 1/350
model of the USS Essex (CV-9) in her WWII configuration. Books like this will be a boon to anyone who wants to do a good WWII
version of either the Essex class carriers or the USS Lexington itself. Thanks to Squadron/Signal for the review copy.

AMPS: BORESIGHT Status - Members Please Read ASAP
I would like to explain a bit about what has been going on lately with AMPS and why there have been some problems with the
BORESIGHT. Our editor for the past ten years, Jeff McKaughan, has run into a number of personal problems which have
necessitated that he takes a new job. This job is in Washington, DC, and requires a lot of time and travel. Since Jeff lives here in
Harford County, he has a lot of "road" time on trains and other transportation to get to this job. The net result is that Jeff now has to
put in around 70-80 hours per week on this job and the result is that something has to give, and in this case it has been editing the
BORESIGHT. Those of you who have sent in memberships or renewals since September may not have received any issues of the
magazine, but rest assured it is not due to oversight. The November issue still awaits editing and Jeff cannot get to it. The result has
been a bit of turmoil, for unlike other societies, we are still well financed, have goals and common purpose, but for the moment the
locomotive is off the track. The April show is still on, and we are gearing up for it as this is written. People planning to come should
still do so, as Jeff has scheduled that week off with his new bosses so we will all be there. For the interim period, I have authorized
Jeff to pay a professional editor to edit the BORESIGHT for printing. Jeff will continue to deal with printing and distribution as that is
handled very quickly and with minimal fuss. Since this can run $500 for a 24 page magazine, the price will have to be shared by the
membership. For the foreseeable future, we are anticipating a $5 per member raise in the dues (do the math - 6 x $500 per
professionally edited issue = $3000; 600 members x $5 = $3000) to cover the cost. That means $25, $30 and $40 respectively for
US mail, foreign surface and foreign air. If we can find a suitable editor among the membership who wants to take on the
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BORESIGHT, we will be able to drop the dues cost back to the previous levels. Personally, I can speak for the officers to say we
would prefer to have an editor who has a "dog in the fight" rather than a commercial office doing the work. But we owe the magazine
to our members, as they write it and stock it with articles, and we intend to get it out. 
Cookie Sewell
President 
AMPS 

Thinning Fuselage Walls
By Diego Fernetti
Due to popular request here is an explanation on how to inflict damage to models: You have, for instance, a Merlin Pfalz D.VIII
fuselage. The inner surface is thick and unequal, there is a very obtrusive "firewall" behind the gluing surface of the cowling and
there isn't really much room for detailing the cockpit. First, sand carefully against a flat sandpaper covered surface to be sure of
getting a good mating surface for the halves. This is important because the thinned pieces will be too flimsy to perform this later. If
the rudder is in one piece only, thin it separately, if its halves, sand this area until both halves joined together have a sharp trailing
edge. Now to the interior: Using a gouge or a motor tool, carve the innards in small shavings, never too deep nor never too long.
That's because you will have a better control of the tool. Once you have done the entire inner surface of the model (or at least that
visible by the cockpit hole or any opening) you will have a rough surface. With a small piece of coarse sandpaper erase all the
"waves" that the previous tool left. Try to be even in the sanding. Repeat again with a gouge or a motor tool until you start seeing
some light thru the plastic. We have a rough, but considerably thinner fuselage now. Now comes the fiddly part. Remember the
"firewall" area that makes thinning and sanding so difficult? Well, now that the hard work is done, cut that away, leaving an open
end. Yes, you will need to add a new firewall later of sheet plastic, but generally speaking, that's only a disc or part of it, nothing too
hard, huh? Sand the inside with decreasing grain of sandpaper, always using small pieces and keeping the part wet to avoid
clogging. It's here when you have to be careful of not crushing the part in your fingers or sand too much away and leave a hole. This
last is unlikely, since the color of plastic gets lighter if you approach to the external surface. The aim here is not to get scale
thickness (just imagine the thickness of doped fabric reduced 72 times!) but to have room for any cockpit or interior detailing you
want to add to the model. Think about the thickness of a vacuform model, that will be enough.
Now here's another good thing about thinned fuselage walls: The bulkheads have shapes that are much more like the exterior
ones, so you can always make an oversized bulkhead taking the exterior shape as reference, and then trimming 
it a little and voilá, a perfect fit! On slab sided fuselages, I also tried using the tip of a 11 blade of a chisel edged blade to scrap
material and keep the sharp corners of the "box". Remember that to glue the thin fuselage halves, it's best to add small styrene
sheet tabs inside, to ensure a better gluing surface. I have been thinking if it's necessary to thin all fuselage walls or just the area
near the cockpit or the area that can be seen thru it. I do the entire fuselage, because making the entire piece a single thickness
avoids putting too much stress on a thin area that may crack easily if mishandled. If the entire piece is uniformly thin, one tends to
treat it more carefully. 

Review of Scale Trees from ScaleTree.com
By Jake DeBow
A couple of weeks ago I received my order of trees from ScaleTree.com, and I am very impressed! It took a while to get, since their
shipment was tied up in the back log of the West Coast shipping strike, but well worth the wait. Wow, these are some big beautiful
trees! I ordered an assortment of sizes and one of each phase of completion. I have now had a chance to experiment and use them.
Great stuff! The completed trees are shaped like a huge rounded White Oak, but they can easily be reshaped to for different
purposes. I took some scissors and wire cutters to a few to make great shade trees with the buildings tucked under them. The
armatures are fantastic with a covered wire armature that is easily re-positionable for quick changes. The bark texture is grey and
fantastic. Their bark is not shiny plastic from of an injection mold, but a painted on flexible covering with good texture and color. They
are pretty much indestructible. I will definitely be ordering more now that I know how incredible they are! I wanted to pass on my
excitement and my review of the products. You can find them at http://www.ScaleTree.com and their online "how to" section is helpful
in using and changing the products. I emailed them a question that was not covered in the "how to" section, and they promptly
answered my question, and said they would soon be expanding their online "how to" section.

Tamiya Kettenkraftrad and Goliath In-box Review:
By Konrad Schrier
I received my Tamiya Kettenkraftrad/Goliath kits from Japan Hobby.com last night, and I thought a quick in box review might be
interesting. For those of you who have purchased the Tamiya's Me262 Jabo with the Kettenkraftrad tow vehicle, Tamiya's separate
offering begins with combined sprues X and Y from that kit, which include the Kett and the driver and pilot figures, all moulded in
sand yellow in this incarnation. The Kett is delicately molded with virtually no flash and captures the look of the prototype quite well.
The suspension and track runs are cast as one piece with add-on outer road wheels for a nice see-through look, and the chassis is
built up around a one piece tub. The front wheel assembly is particularly nice, with the strut/shocks and a separate headlight added
to the combined wheel and fender casting for a very intricate look. Assembly is straightforward. The sprue with the Goliath and trailer
is new, and includes a new upper torso and arms for the driver. Again the parts are delicately molded and flash free, with the
track-suspension cast as one piece. This has the disadvantage of making it impossible to capture the holes in each track shoe for
the drive sprocket (although Tamiya has included drive sprocket teeth protruding through the track in the appropriate locations), but
due to the small scale the parts look convincing overall. Although conceivably possible to drill and broach tiny square holes in each
track shoe, that is unlikely to appeal to many as it would be very hard to do uniformly on such a small part. Did I mention that the
Goliath is about 1 1/2 inches long by an inch wide! The rest of the Goliath consists of a hull top and bottom and front bumper. The
surface detail on the hull is pretty simple (a couple of access hatches), but then this was a remote controlled demolition charge. The
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tube bumper is extremely finely molded, and should look just right. The trailer is also nicely done with separate spring arms for the
wheels and with some scratch building could be converted into the "bucket" version also used with the Kett. The figure is well
sculpted, if a bit soft in the facial details, and there appear to be a number of mix and match possibilities with the figure parts on the
Kett trees. The kit finishes off with nicely printed instructions, including detail painting call outs (and you will need their paint or a
Tamiya color chart to decipher the color codes), however there are no overall painting diagrams other than the box top art (the
instructions say paint it sand, sand and chemo, or panzer gray, take your pick), and no decals for the license plates or unit markings
are provided. Overall this kit will assemble in to an excellent representation of an unusual pair of vehicles, and I believe that both are
firsts for the scale (at least as far as I know - having never seen an example of Bandai's Kett rumored to have been produced for
Bandai AFV Club members). Tamiya has definitely raised the bar for Quarter Scale armor with this one. 
Overall, highly recommended - get them while they're hot.

IMPORTANT info about reservations at 2003 IPMS Nats
OK, I got the poop, the whole poop and nothing but the poop. The people at the Westin tell me that reservations for groups (such as
ours) CANNOT be accepted via the Westin reservation web site. Everyone will have to use the toll free number and make their
reservations by phone. To get the $99.00 a night rate they MUST tell them their reservations are for the INTERNATIONAL PLASTIC
MODELER'S SOCIETY. They must ask for it EXACTLY like that. This shouldn't present a problem since the Westin has a toll free
reservation number (1-800-WESTIN1). 
Thanks.
Rusty White
Chairman
2003 IPMS/USA National Convention
www.ipmsmetrookc.org

Review - M3A1 Stuart Light Tank from Academy
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: Academy 1/35 scale Kit No. 1398; M3A1 Stuart;
703 parts (276 in olive drab styrene, 
424 steel colored styrene, 
2 steel colored vinyl, 
1 nylon string) 
Price $22.50-28.00 
Advantages: Follows on heels of "Honey" kit; offers vinyl or 3-piece single-link track; literally a "drop fit" over Ordnance blueprints! 
Disadvantages: Some odd shortcuts hurt the overall effect of the kit; needs work to be a true M3A1 tank.
Rating: Recommended.
Recommendation: for all US and Allied armor fans, especially British North African armor. I was really excited when the first new kit
of a favorite American tank, the M3 and M5 light tank series came out last year from Academy. Upon opening the box, the changes
from the quarter-century-old Tamiya kits appeared to be tremendous. To begin with, as with the M3 kit, this one literally drops over
the Ordnance Museum 1/35 scale set of blueprints for the M3 Light Tank (alas, no longer available) and has a SCALE turret. The hull
also has sponson floors under the sponsons. Length and shape issues have been resolved as well. While the rear air intake vent
is solid (no nylon screen is included) it is easy to fix, and since it is a separate part there is also some wiggle room to put an engine
in view. The kit comes with the modified armament for the M3, consisting of the bow, coaxial, and AA .30 caliber machine guns, and
the M6 37mm cannon. This gun is slightly longer than the earlier M5, which was still quite common in most M3 variants, but those
who wish to externally modify the gun should have no problems. It will be tough to fit the model with an aluminum barrel, however,
as the gun is presented in full and mounts to the turret race and not to a set of model-type swivels inside the turret. The new turret
sprue also provides the "wing" guns. This lit also does have hatch detail inside the turret hatches, but as it retains the other kit's hull
fittings there are no details inside the driver's lower entrance hatch flap. The kit comes with a gorgeous interior and if you build a
"real" M3A1 version with the turret basket will work very nicely. The model comes with a choice of either CORRECT vinyl tracks (e.g.
the teeth join the links together, not fit at the end of each link as with the Tamiya M3 Stuart and M3 Lee/Grant kits) or three-piece
styrene links, joined in the same manner as AFV Club and RHPS kits (note that the pins are shorter and you will need cement to get
them to stay on.) One nice touch: the kit provides 138 track pads but sufficient end connectors for 144, so there are 12 extra
connectors for those of us getting fat of fingers in our old age. The model again provides a choice of wheels. (I'm not omniscient, the
sprues are marked "M3/M5" so it's sort of simplified...) Two different drive wheels (solid disk or sculpted), two idlers (open welded
spoke or spoke with pie-shaped fillets in them for late-war tanks) and spoke or pressed steel road wheels. The wheels have a
thicker tread which more approximates the actual vehicles, and is superior to the skinny Tamiya ones. But that is it for the good
news. While it does come with two sets of wheels, and the road wheels are wider, they turn out to lack some of the subtle details
found on the Tamiya ones such as the weld beads. Also, the belly pan of the vehicle was apparently copied from the Tamiya kit and
is thus about 1-1.5mm too shallow. Since Academy did do its homework on the numbers, but did not correctly identify the culprit,
they instead changed the angle of the bogie arms downward to a very awkward angle and thus achieved the correct height for the
vehicle, albeit at the expense of its normal appearance. (Also note that since they didn't do this for the idler assemblies, they now sit
about 1mm off the ground!) Steve Zaloga has suggested that you may want to use the Tamiya bogies on this kit with some minor
modifications (such as drilling out the axle holes) and perhaps the Tamiya idler wheels in the Academy mounts. (This is if you have
some spare Tamiya kits around - the prices for them have dived since the Academy kits came out, so you can pick them up for
around $5-10 in many shows and flea markets.) At least the result will sit flat! There are some shape differences and some minor
problems here and there on the hull (I personally like this one better than Tamiya's) but there is one major error to this kit. The
production model of the M3A1 was oriented on an improved tank that required less time and labor to build, and as such employed
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welding to replace most of the riveted construction of the M3. As it went down the line, more and more components were switched
over to welding. Since this kit uses the M3's riveted hull, a lot of work is going to be required to remove the rivets - and the later
model you want, the more rivets will have to come off. The very late models even used a one-piece rolled rear plate, and that means
major filling and filing of the rear of the hull top to get a good appearance. Most modelers will probably settle for the early model
M3A1. To get this model to appear correctly, all rivets must be removed from the side panels of the hull top, the upper perimeter and
side edges (but not the bottom fastening strip or around the view ports) of parts B1 and B54; the late model will necessitate
removing all of the rivets on the rear of the hull and stern plate part B37, cement it to the hull, and then round off the edges to create
the appearance of a single bent steel plate. This isn't a earth shattering change to make, but it is tedious and if not careful other
details will be nicked up. Decals are provided for five different vehicles: an M3A1 in Tunisia, 1943 with the yellow stars and US flag
markings; two USMC tanks on Bougainville in November 1943; and two Soviet tanks from 1943 (one should be located in Voronezh,
not Woronez, which is a German spelling.) The Soviet stars were off but a correction was included; alas, the blue drab on my
sample's decal sheet came out bright aqua and it was not corrected. Archer Fine Transfers makes some excellent dry transfer blue
drab markings which can be used for the US ones; but the Soviet ones have their markings applied over the blue drab ones and as
a result nearly render the decals useless. Overall, this is a nice little kit with a lot of possibilities, but Academy took some unhappy
shortcuts with it and as a result it is not as much of a quantum change from the Tamiya kits as first thought. Hopefully they do not
scrimp in this manner on their M5 series light tanks and use the same too-short Tamiya hull as a reference.

And now, to wrap up, a letter home from a Marine:
Dear Ma & Pa:
I Am well. Hope you are. Tell Brother Walt & Brother Elmer the Marine Corps beats working for old man Minch by a mile. Tell them to
join up quick before maybe all the places are filled. I was restless at first because you got to stay in bed till nearly 6 a.m., but am
getting so I like to sleep late. Tell Walt & Elmer all you do before breakfast is smooth your cot and shine some things. No hogs to
slop, feed, pitch, mash to mix, wood to split, fire to lay. Practically nothing. Men got to shave but it is not so bad, they git warm water.
Breakfast is strong on trimmings like fruit juice, cereal, eggs, bacon, etc., but kind of weak on chops, potatoes, ham, steak, fried
eggplant, pie, and other regular food. But tell Walt & Elmer you can always sit between two city boys that live on coffee. Their food
plus yours holds you till noon, when you get fed again. It's no wonder these city boys can't walk much. We go on "route" marches,
which the Platoon Sergeant says are long walks to harden us. If he thinks so, it is not my place to tell him different. A "route march"
is about as far as to our mailbox at home. Then the city guys get sore feet and we all ride back in trucks. The country is nice, but
awful flat. The Sergeant is like a schoolteacher. He nags some. The Captain is like the school board. Majors & Colonels just ride
around & frown. They don't bother you none. This next will kill Walt & Elmer with laughing. I keep getting medals for shooting. I don't
know why. The bulls-eye is near as big as a chipmunk and don't move. And it ain't shooting at you, like the Higgett boys at home. All
you got to do is lie there all comfortable and hit it. You don't even load your own cartridges. They come in boxes. Be sure to tell Walt &
Elmer to hurry & join before other fellers get into this setup & come stampeding in. 
Your loving daughter, 
Gail

The 72nd scale Trumpeter YF-107 is now out. Will have a review on the website and at the meeting. -mws

The newest IPMS Journal and there is a review from a member and it's not Glen. -mws

return to top of the page
return to the News Index
return to the Main page

Page created February 2, 2003 
Page copyright 2003 by Michael W. Scheel 



1 of 7

Quad-City Scale Modelers Society’s 
Newsletter for March 2003

 
 
Late News:

SFC Henry J. Siefken
12 June 1930  --  27 Feb 2003

45th Inf. Div.   279th RCT
Pork Chop, Old Baldy, T Bone,

Punchbowl
Kumwha River Valley---1952-1953

" Til' we meet again-and I am sure this
will happen"

 
Quad-City Scale Model Show Information:
Please pass on to any one that is going to our scale model show that to get late-breaking news about it they can subscribe to
the QCSMS2003 mailing list at yahoogroups. Any non-QCSMS members can send an email message to
QCSMS2003-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and join.
 
Meeting Minutes:
Yet another interesting meeting. I brought the new IPMS chapter presentation on CD.  We have two copies if any one
wants to borrow one to look at.  It’s a very nice presentation, hats off to the National for putting it together.  Just a reminder
from Mike “Kneebreaker” Scheel, our fearless Treasurer, that you need to pay your dues this month, if you haven’t done so,
or you will be missing your newsletter (and your kneecaps) next month.   This month was the Kit from Hell theme.  Turnout 
was surprisingly light, but what was brought was indeed hellish.  Brad Havlin brought his Glencoe DeHavilland Venom, 
FB-1.  He found it on a sale table at an Iowa City hobby shop.  And there he should have left it, but nooooooo, he didn’t, did
he?  The rivet lines don’t line up, the canopy is marred by the sprue attachment point being right in the middle of the
windscreen.  There are no part numbers on the instructions, which makes building an adventure.  The joints are stepped and
there is no detail in the cockpit.  The decals are nice though.  Mike Scheel told us his story of building the Aurora 1/48 Me
109.  The parts would not stick together. I believe this is when he discovered the difference between wood glue and plastic
glue.  Although no one else admitted it, I’m reasonably sure that he wasn’t the only one who made a similar discovery given
the popularity of balsa wood planes back in the day.  Not that I’m admitting that, you understand.  Shawn Drovesky, a
regular glutton for punishment, brought in some more of his PM kits.  The Me1111 1/72 Flying Wing.  There is very little 
detail in the cockpit and the intakes have the dreaded seethoughitis disease.  Fortunately it can be cured with a little plastic
surgery.  The wheel wheels are a real treat.  Shawn had a very colorful way of describing them.  It wasn’t so much the
words that he used.  Many of us have heard those words before, down at the worksite or around the waterfront, but it was
the new and unique way he combined them that caught our attention and impressed us.  Bob Horton talked about some old
Russian kits by a company called “MCCNE”.  I have nothing in my notes at this point.  I can only conclude that whatever he
told us about the kits stunned us all into silence.  Quite an accomplishment when you consider our crowd.  A free flowing 
discussion on the Red Green show and the relative merits of duct tape followed.  All agreed that the new Red Green movie
“Duct Tape Forever” is a keeper.  This little Red Green interlude was prompted by part two of our monthly theme which
was bring in a picture of your workspace.  Brad Havlin brought in a picture of his basement workshop with a roll of duct
tape prominently displayed.  Randy also brought his pictures in, but no duct tape any where in the picture.  We discussed 
doing a Korean War display at the museum to commemorate the end of the war 50 years ago.  The idea was approved by 
collective grunt so we will start planning at a future meeting.  I have in my notes something about firecrackers, rockets, 
Viking funerals and BB gun wars.  All of which conclusively proves that we have grown older, but not up.  We also had a 
few show and tell items, the new 1/32 ProModeller Bf 106 G-4 Trop, the Roden 1/49 Sopwith 1 ½ Strutter and the new 1/48
Hasegawa Myrt.  Eventually, everyone got hungry and went home.             
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The Dates:
March 8:  Chapter Meeting. 
March 29, 2003:  The Quad Cities Scale Model Show!!!!!
April 12:  Chapter Meeting.  Club photo shoot.
April 11-12, 2003: AMPS Ninth Annual International Convention (Non-IPMS)
Havre de Grace, MD,
Cookie Sewell, 493 Winmere Dr, Aberdeen, MD 21001,
410-272-5563, AMPSOne@aol.com.
April 12:  IPMS/Plastic Surgeons 9th Annual. 
Raccoon River Park Nature Lodge
2500 Grand Avenue West Des Moines, IA. 
Contact: Greg Metge 515-223-0034 gmgha@mchsi.com
May 10:  Chapter Meeting.  Build day.  Bring a model and build it.
June 14:  chapter meeting.  Annual Club barbecue at Randy Kidd’s house in Alpha Illinois.
July 12:  Chapter meeting
July 2 – 5:  2003 IPMS/National Convention,  Oklahoma City
August 9: Chapter meeting
September 6:  IPMS Will-Cook, “The Show IX”.  Details to follow.
November 8:  IPMS Butch O’Hare.  Details to follow.
 
The Show Update:
We have ordered the category and special awards at a cost of $212.  We have the Armory scheduled from 7am to 6pm for
the show.  There may be some issues with the Armory due to the heightened state of security; we are waiting on word from
the State headquarters.  We have a computer for registration, but we need a printer, along with the disk with the drivers. 
Please contact Glen if you have one as soon as possible.  We need to sell more vendor tables, get out and work the streets
guys.  Glen was going to start digging out the forms and will, bring them to the next meeting.  Show set up will be from 12 –
4 on Friday before the show.  I sent out over 50 letters for raffle donations.  If you have any kits you would like to donate, 
please bring them to the next meeting.  We have also been selling off some of our AM P-51’s that were donated by AM
after the 2001 Nationals to make money for the raffle.  I’ve sold some on RMS and they are now selling like hotcakes on
eBay, courtesy of Mike.  Some of you also asked for some and I will bring those to the March meeting. 
 
 
Regional Coordinator Corner:
Hey Region 5!!!  In yesterdays mail I received the Region 5 Chapter of the Year Award from IPMS/USA. It is much better
than anything that was made up by me in the past. It comes with a blank space for engraving by the winning
Chapter.............which reminds me..................YOUR nomination is due to me by April 1.  Also, the Region 5 Man of the
Year nomination. As told to you last time, I have received a bid for the Region 5 Convention in 2004. In addition to getting a
bid for the Region 5 Convention.....I'm pleased to announce to all of Region 5 that IPMS/Quad Cities President and all
around good buddy, Glen Broman, has been appointed the IPMS/USA Director Of Foreign Liaison.  Congrats to Glen on his
E-Board position and that will teach you to speak up :) Love Ya gunner..................(and Thank You!)  I'm waiting to receive 
a snail mail list of Chapter Contacts for Region 5. Many of them have changed from the past and this next update will be
very up to date. DLC Jack Kennedy will get this to me (us) as soon as his "stones" have past. I know of two Chapters that
have requested this info, so bear with me!! Speaking of stones, the good wife is less one gallbladder. The other day she had it
removed and I'm her personal SLAVE for the next week. Awwwwww, she's worth it!!!  IPMS/Will-Cook is in the process 
of getting a site. As soon as that info gets to me I'll add more information to the dates section.  The IPMS/USA website is 
growing. They are needing GALLERY pictures from the troops!! If you can, go to the site and send yours today!!!   That's 
about it for now..............I'm off this week and I'll field any questions you may have. Our Union Contract negotiations are
not moving along all that well..........They say Knife, we say Butter...........it may be a long summer.  Jack Bruno
RC5
 
Another Chapter from “Fairy tales and other War Stories” 
In his book SLED DRIVER, SR-71 Blackbird pilot Brian Shul writes: I'll always remember a certain radio exchange that
occurred one day as Walt and I were screaming across southern California 13 miles high.  We were monitoring various radio
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transmissions from other aircraft as we entered Los Angeles Center's airspace.  Though they didn't really control us, they did
monitor our movement across their scope.  I heard a Cessna ask for a readout of its groundspeed.  "90 knots", Center
replied.  Moments later a Twin Beech required the same.  "120 knots", Center answered.  We weren't the only ones proud
of our speed that day as almost instantly an F-18 smugly transmitted, "Ahhh, Center, Dusty 52 requests groundspeed
readout."  There was a slight pause.  "525 knots over the ground, Dusty." Another silent pause.  As I was thinking to myself
how ripe a situation this was, I heard the familiar click of a radio transmission coming from my back-seater.  It was at that
precise moment I realized Walt and I had become a real crew, for we were both thinking in unison.  "Center, Aspen 20, you
got a groundspeed readout for us?"
There was a longer than normal pause.  "Aspen, I show one thousand seven hundred forty-two knots."
No further inquiries were heard on that frequency.
 
Small Scale Armor:
Loren Pike sent in this list he got from Earl at NKR in Australia mainly.  Also ran across these new releases by Mirage of
Poland in 1:72nd: 
 M-3 Grant/Lee
M-4 Sherman
M-7 Priest
M-10/Achilles
M-36
Sexton
FT-17
Sd.Kpfw V Panther
 
And these Italeri 1:72 future releases:
7008 T-34/76 (1942)
7009 SdKfz 251
7010 Dodge WC-51
7011 M113A1
7012 Elefant
7013 Valentine
7014 Opel Blitz
7015 M-48A2
7016 Sd.Kfz. 11
 
And Trumpeter 1:72nd Armor future releases:
TRP-7201 1/72 German King Tiger 
TRP-7202 1/72 German King Tiger Porsche Turret 
TRP-7203 1/72 German 18 Ton FAMO Heavy Half Track 
TRP-7204 1/72 German Elefant Tank TRP-7205 1/72 German Ferdinand Tank 
TRP-7206 1/72 T34/76 Model 1943 Soviet Tank 
TRP-7207 1/72 T34/85 Model 1944 Soviet Tank 
TRP-7208 1/72 KV1C Soviet Tank
 
And Roden 1:72nd Armor future releases:
702 SdKfz 231
704 SdKfz 232
706 SdKfz 233
708 SdKfz 263
 
PANDA 1:72
3001 HMMWV Hummer w/Canvas Top
3002 Hummer w/Hard Top
3003 Hummer w/TOW Missile
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3004 Hummer w/Mk 19
3005 Hummer w/.50 Cal.
3006 Hummer Military Police
3007 M-109A-1
3008 M-109A-2
3009 M-109E-4
3010 M-109A-6
3011 Elefant
3012 Ferdinand
3013 M-113A-1
3014 M-113 “Vietnam”
3015 M-113 w/106mm Anti-Tank
3016 M-113 “Israeli”
3017 LAV-25 TUA
3018 LAV-25 Mortar
3019 LAV-25 TUA
 
All of the above is in 1:72nd PLASTIC injection molded kits.  I'm already broke just thinking about all of them!! 
 
Some more funnies:
These are from Jack Taylor via Mike Valentine
One day, the pilot of a Cherokee 180 was told by the tower to hold short of the active runway while a DC-8 landed.  The
DC-8 landed, rolled out, turned around, and taxied back past the Cherokee.  Some comedian in the DC-8 crew got on the
radio and said, "What a cute little plane.  Did you make it all by yourself?"
The Cherokee pilot, not about to let the insult go by, came back with a real zinger, "I made it out of DC-8 parts. Another
landing like yours and I'll have enough parts for another one".
There's a story about the military pilot calling for a priority landing because his single-engine fighter was running "a bit
peaked".  Air Traffic Control told the fighter jock he was number two, behind a B-52 that had one engine shut down. "Ah",
the fighter pilot remarked, "The dreaded Seven Engine approach".
A student pilot became lost during a solo cross-country flight. While attempting to locate the aircraft on radar, ATC asked,
"What was your last known position?"
Student: "When I was number one for take-off".
 
 
1/72 Luedemann Friedrichshafen GIIIa
By Volker Haeusler, courtesy the WWI Modeling List
I finally found the time for a report on the loot from my last trip back to Europe a week or so ago.  I happened to get to the 
Modellbaustudio, and the Friedrichshafens were finally ready (2 of the 3 kits, that is).  I got both the early G III (with the
conventional tail) and the later G IIIa (with the Kastenleitwerk/box tail). The final version (a post war G IIIa with a
passenger cabin) will only be out in January.  As already stated in the earlier impression on seeing a sample in November,
the kit is definitely not easy. but going point by point: The wings look great (as usual for a Luedemann kit), thin, but still solid
enough to ensure that they will survive assembly, with excellent rib detail (raised on both surfaces). The wings are quite
close to the drawings in the Datafile (which this time also seems to tie up with the published data).  However, both kits come
with the same wings (with balanced ailerons). This is obviously only correct for the G III and the early G IIIa, with the
majority of the G IIIa´s having the later imbalanced ailerons with Flettner style auxiliary ailerons. The fuselage again seems
to be dimensionally correct, but is a rather complicated affair involving a nose, a center section and an aft section, with the
gun tunnel overlapping between the two. Add to this two fuselage top sections to ensure a lot of sweat during assembly.
Positive points of
the fuselage include nicely detailed sidewalls, an instrument panel, two pilots seats and a nice steering wheel. However,
There is definitely room for additional scratch building inside the fuselage. The kit also comes with some Parabellums, but
without any bombs. Personally, I have some doubts about the accuracy of the fuselage undersides (in the bomb rack area),
but I have to further check this point.  The G IIIa comes with open engine cowlings (i.e., there is a radiator and a
"bed" for the otherwise uncowled engine"), the G III has cowled engines (with both kits containing 2 D IV engines inclusive
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of the exhausts.  When it comes to the tail, the horizontal surfaces of the box tail of the G IIIa differ from the drawings and
IMHO also from the photos. As they seem to be too big, this might be easy to solve.  Smaller parts include the wheels and
the complex undercarriage construction, which looks good, but might be somewhat fragile to withstand the load. All in all
these are nice kits, with about average Luedemann quality, not as good as the incredible Tauben, but still worthwhile having. 
However, construction will definitely not be easy.  The price should be around 30 Euro (I am not sure, as there is no price on
the boxes I go, and I am no longer able to figure out how much I paid for these kits)
 
Review - Dragon Models 60 cm Karl Geraet 040
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: Dragon Models Limited 1/35 Scale ‘39-‘4 5Series Kit No. 6179; 60 cm Moerser "Karl" Geraet 040; 390 parts
(386 in light grey styrene, 2 steel springs, 1 turned aluminum projectile, 1 steel axle); retail price $69.95 per the Dragon
Models website
Advantages: first injected molded kit of this vehicle in this scale; very nicely done and includes the more popular "link and
length" track system; half the price of resin or composite versions of this vehicle.
Disadvantages: only builds the 60 cm version of the vehicle; some minor shortcuts in production; some may wish for a turned
barrel (see comments).
Rating: Highly Recommended.
Recommendation: for all German and artillery fans.
F I R S T   L O O K
The Germans and French have always had diametrically opposed views of artillery. The Germans always thought that if one
round could do the job right the first time, get a bigger gun. The French concept was a lot of little rounds fired very fast can
do the same job. Both got their test during WWI, and both sides found the wisdom and folly of their choices. The French
found that their concept was a sure winner as an infantry killer, but the Germans found that their concept was a fortress
cracker and excellent suppression weapon.  When the Germans began to rearm for WWII, they still saw a need for fortress
crackers. But the one drawback to their WWI version, the 42 cm "Big Bertha", was that it was very slow and very hard to
maneuver due to its huge size and the number of loads it had to travel in. They therefore took its new progeny; a 60 cm
ultraheavy mortar dubbed Geraet (Equipment) 040, and put it on a specially designed self-propelled chassis. While the
complete weapon still went around 124 metric tons in firing order, at least it only need to be broken into two components for
movement and could position itself once it arrived in its firing position. One prototype and five production guns were built. 
Later, while the 600mm projectile was found to be perfect for eliminating pesky Soviet defenders a block at a time, it was too
short-ranged and the guns were always in danger of simple enemy counterbattery fire. As a result, a smaller 54 cm barrel
was designed which gave the weapon a 50% increase in effective range while still throwing a nearly 3,000 pound projectile. 
The guns were all given names, just as with the German superheavy railway guns: Adam (I), Eve (II), Thor (III), Odin (VI),
Loki (V) and Ziu (VI). Eve and Loki were captured by US forces in 1945.  This is a stunning vehicle in size and concept,
and has been done in 1/72 scale as a plastic kit and by several manufacturers as a resin or combination kit. Now, in honor of
its 10th Anniversary, Dragon Models has released a very impressive kit of this monster.
First off, it does not come in a normal model box but rather in a heavy cardboard crate. The model box is so large that
unpacking the review sample literally made my granddaughter's day with its size and the amount of excelsior used to protect
it! The box has a two-sided cardboard sleeve with the traditional excellent Ron Volstad artwork on both sides.   Once inside, 
the kit is essentially a typical Dragon affair but on steroids.  The hull alone is a single-piece molding with all 22 road wheel
axles molded in place and is over 31 cm long. There are unfortunately ejector pin marks right above each of the axle mounts,
but they appear to be easy to remove; remember it's hard to get something this big and as rigid as it is out of the molds
without some help.  The model comes with a complete running gear and to the sighs of relief of many modelers, this kit uses
"link and length" track rather than complete single link assemblies. Alas, each shoe has two injection pin marks, but these are
easily removed with a small file. The road wheels are all hollow backed, but considering the gun comes in the "down"
position, the wheels are closely spaced, and there is little room above them, this is basically an inconsequential detail.  The 
actual gun mounts are big, but DML has tried to ensure that they do not wind up toy-like in the fashion of the old Renwal
Atomic Cannon. The parts are assembled in structures so that they replicate the massive frames of the original and appear
reasonably convincing when compared to photos. The rammer assembly is included and likewise is built up from smaller
parts to create something that appears able to deal with a 5,400 pound shell.         The gun itself is MASSIVE and takes a lot
more parts than I would have thought. Some may whine as the main gun tube is a two-part styrene assembly and not turned
aluminum, but at the size of the tube it would either weigh six or seven ounces or cost more than the rest of the kit, so DML
can't be blamed for its choice. The tube is – surprise! – rifled, so they did try to do it right and I give them credit for
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expediency over silliness.  The driver's position is supplied as well, but most modelers will probably just wish to use the cover
(part B10) to conceal it. As this wasn't a full-up cross-country chassis, it's pretty spartan as well.  In order to help keep the
massive breech in battery, the model uses two springs mounted inside the recoil carriage. The small steel axle mounts on the
left upper side of the cradle, but appears to serve no strengthening function that I can see. The shell is a nice touch and is
big, heavy and neatly turned.  The model comes with two options: an RLM gray scheme for "Loki" (Gun V) or a three-color
camouflage scheme for "Ziu" (Gun VI).   At this time it is not known if DML will produce a tender vehicle with more
projectiles, or offer the projectiles separately as Tamiya did for its Sturmtiger.   Overall this appears to be a really nicely done
kit, and one which will keep the after-market folks busy with conversions and add-ons. Right now it can use (but does not
need) an 80-wheel mobile barrel transport trailer, a 24-wheel carriage transport trailer, the railway carrier sections, the 54 cm
barrel option, a Munitionswagen IV ammo carrier, more ammunition, crew figures, etched brass, markings for the other four
guns – everyone in the armor modeling fraternity should find something which will enhance this kit and make it a
showstopper.  Thanks to Freddie Leung of DML for the review sample. 
 
***Quote from the Squadron web page***
Squadron will not be carrying the initial release of the 1/32 scale Trumpeter F4F-4 Wildcat.  All Advance Orders have been
canceled.  Squadron's source in China has just informed them that Trumpeter is aware of the F4F problems - the Wildcat will
be re-engineered and re-introduced in late Spring/early Summer.
 
Quartermaster's Depot Diorama Accessories
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Product Review: Quartermaster's Depot 1/35 Scale Diorama Accessories
(35001 to 35012 are US $4.00 each)
(35013 to 35015 are US $5.50 each)
No. 35001, American WWII Posters #1(9 subjects)
No. 35002, US WWII Posters #2 (10 subjects)
No. 35003, German WWII Posters #1 (9 subjects)
No. 35004, German WWII Posters #2 (9 subjects)
No. 35005, British WWII Posters #1 (9 subjects)
No. 35006, Canadian WWII Posters #1 (8 subjects)
No. 35007, Canadian WWII Posters #2 (8 subjects)
No. 35008, Modern Maps #1 (9 subjects)
No. 35009, D-Day Maps (approximately 100 subjects)
No. 35010, Newspapers WWII #1 (61 subjects)
No. 35011, German Magazines #1 (70 subjects)
No. 35012, German Magazines #2 (approximately 125 subjects)
No. 35013, Camouflage Netting - Green (144 sq in)
No. 35014, Camouflage Netting - Tan (144 sq in)
No. 35015, Camouflage Netting - Khaki Green (144 sq in)
 
Advantages: Nice, neatly done work should really accent a diorama or vignette; will look good with individual vehicles or
personnel as well. 
Disadvantages: First offerings from this company so no established customer base; nets will look better with added scrim or
flocking.
Rating: Highly Recommended.
Recommendation: to all WWII modelers and many post-WWII modelers.
The hardest part about doing a diorama, once the theme and subjects have been picked and the materials needed for its
creation set aside, is the final detailing to really capture "The Look" that the modeler wants to portray. This requires all sorts
of details in the background, many of which have to be distressed, and all of which have to represent the correct time frame
modeled.  Posters, maps, magazines, and the like are always common in cities and barracks areas, and the latter two are not
uncommonly are found in forward areas as well. Too often, however, accessory manufacturers tend to present these in
black and white on cardboard which is too stiff and too dull to look right. Also, they tend to use cheap printing which leaves
large 35/1 scale dots on simulated photos and other materials, which looks totally out of scale and unrealistic. 
Quartermaster's Depot is a new Canadian manufacturer run by Dana John Nield, a Canadian modeler who is familiar to
many "web surfers" and has a nice web site covering Canadian subjects with input from people like Barry Beldam. Dana has
oriented his company on filling in some of the blanks and providing new materials for modelers in these areas.  The first 
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efforts appear to be outstanding, and really do fill a niche which has not been well represented. The posters and maps come
on semi-gloss paper and are printed by a 1200 dpi laser jet, which eliminates the "dotty" problems some others have suffered.
It also yields small print which is readable down to about 2 point level size if you have a magnifying glass! All are packed in
resealable tape packets (similar to those used by AFV Club for their kit sprues). The American poster sets provide several
varied subjects from "Uncle Sam" and "Rosie the Riveter" down to training posters and public service warnings.  The 
German poster sets provide the usual assortment of propaganda materials aimed at enlistment and motivation.  The British 
poster set covers some of the classics, such as one of Winston in action and also the famous "Never Was So Much..." one of
RAF crews.  The Canadian ones are similar to the British set but more unique and a nice change of pace.   The Modern 
Maps set is pretty generic but offers nine nicely done maps in 1/50,000 scale in 1/35 scale (or I guess that makes them
1/1,750,000 scale!)  The D-Day Map set provides four Commonwealth maps of the major beaches and two 1/50,000 scale
maps of inland areas, plus what appear to be ration chits and a deck of cards with separate backs.  The WWII newspapers 
cover a selection of US, UK, and German papers from the period, but once again I recommend a magnifying glass so you
don't use "Danzig is liberated" for the fall of Berlin!   The German magazines cover a large number of issues of "Signal" with
a number of inserts for the magazine covering single and double page photo spreads; #2 also provides various passes and
papers and another deck of cards.  The three camouflage nets each provide one square foot of neatly died mesh, but to look
right these will need to have some flocking from Woodland Scenics or crushed leaves attacked with spray-on adhesive to
look right. That will be up to the modeler to choose, but the nets at least provide a good background to attach it to. The tan
and khaki would probably work best for a basis for modern US military netting in the desert and temperate climates
respectively.  Overall, this is a nice opening gambit from Quartermaster's Depot and I think we will see more nice work from
them. Quartermaster's Depot can be contacted at http://www.quartermastersdepot.com. Thanks to Dana Nield for the
review samples. 
 
One Final Thing Before We Go:
As a trucker stops for a red light, a blonde catches up.  She jumps out of her car, runs up to his truck, and knocks on the
door. The trucker lowers the window, and she says "Hi, my name is Heather and you are losing some of your load."
The trucker ignores her and proceeds down the street.  When the truck stops for another red light, the girl again catches up
again. She jumps out of her car, runs up and knocks on the door. Again, the trucker lowers the window.  As if they've never 
spoken, the blonde says brightly, "Hi my name is Heather, and you are losing some of your load!"
Shaking his head, the trucker ignores her again and continues down the street. At the third red light, the same thing happens
again. All out of breath, the blonde gets out of her car, runs up, and knocks on the truck door. The trucker lowers the
window. Again she says “Hi, my name is Heather, and you are losing some of your load!"
When the light turns green, the trucker revs up and races to the next light. When he stops this time, he hurriedly gets out of
the truck, and runs back to the blonde. He knocks on her window, and as she lowers it, he says...
"Hi, my name is Kevin, its winter in Illinois and I'm driving the SALT TRUCK!”
 
return to top of page
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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society’s
April 2003 Newsletter
 
 
Meeting Minutes:
As you may well imagine, most of the meeting was taken up with discussion about the show.  We found a new location at
the Davenport Holiday Inn and started getting the word out.  We had a surprise Saturday as well when Ron Thorne, one
of our Chicago members showed up.  We voted to end the King of Battle award after this year due to the end of our
association with the guys at the Armory.  We replaced it with the Hank Siefken Memorial for best 1950’s subject.  Randy
also took another order for club T-shirts.  If you are member in good standing, the club pays half the cost of the shirt. 
Members were asked to check out the new IPMS/USA web page.  Bob Hester, the new IPMS webmaster has done a
great job; he has added a forum as well as new features.  We voted to sponsor a category for the Plastic Surgeons show. 
We decided to move the club photo shoot to July and make a club road trip to Des Moines for the Plastic Surgeons show
on April 12.  During Show and Tell, Bob Fender brought his 1/48 F-86D, He used kit decals and a stunning natural metal
finish.  The top coat is future thinned with Poly S thinner which helps it spread better.  Shawn Drovesky brought a Klingon
officers disruptor.  It’s made of resin and is huge.  Earl Steininger brought in his kit from Hell since he couldn’t make last
months meeting.  It’s the Glencoe Convair manned observation station in 1/200 scale.  Earl also brought in some models
from his “top Gun” project to model top scoring Luftwaffe Me-109 models, all done “in-flight”.  Earl also had one of his
scratchbashing kits, a Lindberg XP-70 converted to a single seat interceptor with an F-5 nose and T-38 parts.  The
landing gear and tail came from a Vigilante.  The remainder of the kit is evergreen plastic and putty.  We had some neat 
new kits, the Revell BV-222, DML Karl Morser and the AFV Club 3 ton halftrack.  Ronbo brought the Trimaster mark I
tank.  It has everything you need including photo etch.  There are over 1,000,000,000 pieces in the track alone.  Also 
present was a Trumpeter Challenger II, a very nice kit.  Ronbo also had an old Aurora AH-56.  Amazingly this kit has 
scribed detail.  He got it at a club meeting when he bought five boxes of kits.  He plans to do this kit up right and bought
the AH-56 book to help with details.  Keith Johnson brought down some flyers for the Tri-State hobby show in Dubuque
on 19 October.  It is sponsored by Fagan’s.  We discussed doing a display or a make and take.  We voted to do a 
Korean war display at the museum at the end of the summer, so start working on your Korean war models now, any
scale is fine.  One last parting shot:  I need articles guys!!!    
 
The Dates:
April 12:  Chapter Meeting.  Road Trip to Des Moines for the Surgeons show.
 
April 11-12, 2003:
AMPS Ninth Annual International Convention (Non-IPMS)
Havre de Grace, MD,
Cookie Sewell,
493 Winmere Dr,
Aberdeen, MD 21001,
410-272-5563,
AMPSOne@aol.com.
 
April 12:
IPMS/Plastic Surgeons 9th Annual.
Raccoon River Park Nature Lodge
2500 Grand Avenue West Des Moines, IA.
Contact: Greg Metge 515-223-0034 gmgha@mchsi.com
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May 10:  Chapter Meeting.  Build day.  Bring a model and build it.
June 14:  chapter meeting.  Annual Club barbecue at Randy Kidd’s house in Alpha Illinois.
 
July 2 – 5:  2003
IPMS/National Convention
Oklahoma City
 
July 12:  Chapter meeting.  Club photo shoot
August 9: Chapter meeting
September 6:  IPMS Will-Cook, “The Show IX”.  Details to follow.
November 8:  IPMS Butch O’Hare.  Details to follow.
 
Da Show:
Well, we pulled off another one.  This was our best venue yet, but amazingly, even with 4,200 square feet, we were
crowded.  We had our second best show in terms of entries, our best ever for vendors with 52 tables with all vendors
showing up.  We also had what appeared to be the largest crowd ever with the show aisles being full all day.  Due to your
hard work and good planning, it was the best run show we’ve ever done; a fact commented on by nearly everyone I
talked to.  Thanks to our sponsors and those who donated to our raffle.  We made a profit as well.  We will get the final 
tally from Mike at the next meeting.  We had 78 aircraft models, 9 ship models, 66 military vehicles, 12 fantasy, 3
space-sci-fi, 4 dioramas, 28 automotive, 18 figures, 2 miscellaneous, 13 juniors, 7 king of battle and 9 display models for
a total of 249.  There were 64 entrants.  All in all, one of our best efforts and the party after wards wasn’t bad either. 
Thanks again to everyone who made it a success! 
 
From the Region V Coordinator:
Good afternoon Kiddies!  The Brood and I had a great time at the IPMS/Quad Cities Show held in Davenport, Iowa this
past weekend. It was a well run Show and several of my model buddies stopped by the table to say "Hi"...........usually
followed by an expletive, but what da hell, I'll take what I can get.  Check out the Quad Cities Website for the model
count and make sure you stop and peek at Scott's modelingmadness.com for pictures in the near future!  Cheers to the
Quad Cities Boyzz for putting on a great Show and I do wish they bid a Regional soon............hint hint!
Glen..................ya did good again! The boyz are getting huge!!!  Congratulations to IPMS/Great Plains. They will be
Hosting the 2004 Region 5 Convention next May. The Dates are May 7th & 8th, 2004 at the KCI Expo Center, Kansas
City. More details to follow as soon as the gang sends flyers to the Chapters. THANK YOU GREAT PLAINS and see
you SOON!  It is with GREAT PLEASURE that I announce that IPMS/GTR is our well deserved 2002/2003 Gil
Godfrey Memorial Region 5 Chapter of the Year. Grand Touring and Racing has been around for a short time but is
making great strides in becoming one of the Best modeling groups in Region 5. OUTSTANDING job and LOVE YA! 
Being a good modeler is sometimes enough.........but not for our recipient of the IPMS/USA Region 5 Member of the
Year. Throw in the usual ingredients of dedication/hard work/contributions and being an outstanding Leader........and you
come up with Keith Ward, from IPMS/Butch O'Hare! Congratulations Keith!!!! Your Chapter Mates compiled a
nomination that was impeccable!  That's the news for this week! Congrats to everyone and I'll see you soon!
Jack Bruno   IPMS #25313 Region 5 Coordinator  IPMS/USA
 
In Box Review of the QuarterMaster 1/48 LCVP Kit
By Konrad Schrier

With remarkable rapidity I received the QuarterMaster LCVP kit from Franciscan Hobbies, and my first impression on
opening the box was "what a nicely done little kit."  At a little over 9" long, this boat packs in a lot of detail.   The hull is a
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one piece casting with interior ribs and lower compartment floors molded in place, as well as nicely done exterior hull wall
armor.  Casting quality is good with only a few edge bubbles in non-critical areas (and they look easy to fix).  One
interesting revelation apparent in the kit is the depth of this boat's hull - you never think about it, but basically an LCVP is
a floating shoe box!  To that basic shape you add a separate cargo well deck with nicely done tread pattern, and then the
one piece upper deck with the rear deck and cargo compartment coamings.  The rest of the details are a mix of nicely
molded resin castings (including a pair of cute little 1919A1`s that will need ammo boxes added if you want to pose them
`hot`), styrene strip and assorted wire and other metal bits.  The interior features a load of detail, and the landing ramp can
be posed open (for full disclosure, mine had a small chip on the bottom rib that looks easy to fix - the only broken part I
noted), as it is attached to the bow by a pair of copper/brass hinges.   I imagine a really ambitious modeler could come up
with a way to make it open and close, but the cables have to pay in and out - not being a really imaginative modeler, I will
have to noodle on that one.  The coxswain's station and the two defensive m.g. tubs are well done, and the overall look
should be very detailed.  The instructions are somewhat simplified, but complete, and a two view plan is provided.   This
makes me think some additional research will be necessary.   Painting is also not addressed in the instructions, but from
the color pictures I have seen this boat is pretty much Navy gray overall.   Markings are also left up to the modeler.  I 
would rate the kit definitely worth the $45 asking price, and it will build up into a really unique addition to your WWII
collection - you can even park an AFV in it!   Anybody got any leads on an AmTrack?
 
Important 2003 Nats info
Dear Chapter Contact,
Below is a snippet from my last "From the Chairman" column that will be posted in the June issue of the Journal.  Anyone
contemplating heading to the Nats in OKC will want to know this.  Please pass it on.  As of this writing the Westin is
almost completely sold out.  We allowed for this and have secured a block of rooms at the Renaissance Hotel in the event
the Westin was filled.  The Renaissance Hotel is located across the street from the Westin and the Cox Convention
Center, so access to the convention is identically convenient from both hotels.  The rooms at the Renaissance are a bit
higher than the Westin (I warned you to get your reservations early!)  The rooms are $129.00 per night.  This room block
will be handled the same way as the Westin block.  Once the room block is filled it will not be expanded!  These
rooms are very limited in number, so I would suggest (again) you get your rooms while you can, because rooms outside
the room block at the Renaissance (like the Westin) are considerably higher.  To reserve a room at this late date, here's
the suggested procedure to follow:  Call the Westin Hotel direct at (405) 235-2780 first to verify there are no rooms 
available in the room block for the days you wish to stay.  Rooms could be available (at the $99.00 a night rate) if
someone cancels.  You may luck out.  They may try to sell you a $179.00 room.  Call the Renaissance Hotel first before
committing to a more expensive room!  Call the Renaissance Hotel direct (405) 228-8000 to reserve your room.  To
get the $129.00 room rate you MUST tell them you are with the International Plastic Modelers Society.  2003 Nationals 
Discussion Forum:  For those of you haven't seen the new IPMS/USA discussion forum on the IPMS/USA web site, I
would encourage you to check it out.  One of the featured forums is the 2003 National Convention.  Since I moderate the
forum, I have taken advantage of this by posting a number of important and timely subjects that will be of interest to
everyone who attends the convention.  EVERYONE log on and check this forum often because this will be the last
information you get via The Journal before the convention.  It also allows you to discuss the convention with me or the
many other folks who frequent the site. The URL is: http://www.ipmsusa.org/forum/default.asp.  Also, you can still get the
latest information concerning the convention on the 2003 Convention web site as well.  There's a LOT of information
there, so check it out at the IPMS/USA web site.  Just click on the icon.
Rusty White # 20181 
Chairman
2003 IPMS/USA National Convention
 http://www.ipmsmetrookc.org 
OKC In 2003!
 
INDUSTRY NEWS
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By Tim Leicht, courtesy GTR Modelers

Hot News Flash from Revell Germany!  Well gang the news is confirmed! There WILL be a 1/12 Ferrari F1 2002 model
kit (#07493) and it's coming from Revell of Germany! I just hope that Protar of Italy is not doing the tooling for it, and as
of yet, I have not heard anything from Protar about this model. As you may know, the 126 F1 that Revell Germany sells in
1/12 scale is the Protar kit, repackaged. However, the decal sheet in the Revell kit is worth buying that one alone. Who
knows, maybe Tamiya will do one just to stifle the competition.  Also, Revell Germany is doing a series of 1/32 scale
European Touring cars! They include a Mercedes, and an Audi TT, BUT they are in 1/32 scale and snap kits. It’s the
only one out there, so its better than nothing. On top of that, they are releasing the old Lancia Rally car, in the Italian airline
livery, whose name escapes me, something like Alitalia? So look to this summer, the F1 kit should be out in July, and the
Touring cars in September. (Also they will be doing the BMW M1, an 81 Audi Quattro rally car, and 93 and 98 Toyota
WRC rally cars in 1/24. And their web site says a version of the Ferrari Enzo in April 2004 CH).  Another hot rumor
going around is Tamiya is working on 333SP kit! Don't know if you are aware of it, but that car has more victories under
its belt than ANY Ferrari EVER! I would kill for one of those, and places like Studio 27 could have a field day with decal
sheets for that car. As of yet, it’s just a rumor, but I'll keep you posted if something comes from a more creditable source.
That's it for now from the plastic grapevine, the hot styrene pipeline.  Thanks to Tim for the report. At the Nuremberg Toy
Fair (1/31-2/4) Tamiya announced a new version of the Peugeot 206 WRC car, from New Zealand 2002, featuring a
raised gravel set up and two driver figures, in victory lane pose. Also another Honda motorcycle, in Repsol markings.
 
Score One for Powell 

It's become almost routine for members of the American press to throw dumb or leading questions at members of the
Bush administration.  Maybe that's one of the reasons why Secretary of State Colin Powell seemed so well prepared for
the shifty question recently hurled at him by an Iraqi reporter.   According to the New York Post, one of Saddam's
newshounds asked Powell, "Isn't it true that only 13% of young Americans can locate Iraq on a map?" "That may be
true," Powell countered. "You're probably right. But unfortunately for you, all 13% are Marines.”

 
Ram History Part I by Paul Roberts
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Book Review: Canada Weapons of War Series: The Ram: Development and Variants Part I by Paul Roberts; Service
Publications, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 2002; 24 pp; price CDN $9.95 (ISBN 1-894581-13-X)
Advantages: Nice, new look at a relatively popular subject not well covered elsewhere.
Disadvantages: Would have been better with a good section for modelers.
Rating: Highly Recommended.
Recommendation: For all US Medium tank fans and fans of Commonwealth armor.
The Ram is probably one of those great tanks that wasn't: it was the first smart revision to the awkward US M3 Medium
Tank (Lee) that turned it into a useful design, but was not able to gain full support or provide a sufficient foothold in
production to become the basis for what the British later called the "universal tank." This honor fell to the M4 Sherman
series of medium tanks.  The Ram began life as a proposal to modify the M3 Lee tank after the Canadians negotiated an
agreement to begin licensed production in the fall of 1940. Due to the less than useful design of a heavy gun in the hull and
only a light antitank gun in a rotating turret, the Canadians proposed to modify the design in January 1941 to use the US
lower hull and running gear and a new Canadian designed turret and upper hull. Montreal Locomotive Works (the
Canadian ALCO affiliate) got the task.  But since their design only had a 60" turret race it was proposed to initially only
mount a turret with the British 2-lber gun - a British requirement. This eventually became the reason that the Ram was
consigned to the edges of armored vehicle history and not the front of the shelf. The Sherman, with its larger race, could
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take 75mm and 76mm guns in US service, and the British even adapted their mighty 17-lber to fit on that chassis. The
best the Ram could eventually do was the 57mm 6-lber gun, which was soon seen to be not a fully capable weapon for a
"universal tank" - one that could be used for the full range of combat functions of a tank. The 6-lber fired too small an HE
round to be used for bunker busting or artillery, was heading towards marginalization as an antitank gun, and had no ability
for "stretch."  The Ram wound up being used as auxiliary tanks in additional roles not originally envisioned for it. Its main
combat uses were as an artillery observation post with dummy gun or turretless as a Kangaroo" armored personnel
carrier. It never saw service as a gun tank.  Paul Roberts is a well-known modeller and AMPS annual competitive head
judge. As a Canadian, he has always done a great job of addressing Canadian subjects, and has now shared some of his
knowledge in this nice little booklet on the history of the Ram. There were two major variants of the tank, Mark I with
2-lber and Mark II with 6-lber, and also a wide number of detail changes to the nearly 2,000 Ram tanks built. Paul has
provided a step-by-step accounting by registration number of all of the changes made to the tanks, when and where they
were made, and what they covered. This is a very handy table to have, and will be appreciated by both historians and
modelers.   The booklet provides a nice set of plans with shading to show the really subtle changes in the castings from
MLW and the angles and shapes of the tank. This is quite useful for modelers trying to get the shapes right.  One thing I 
personally wish that Paul had done is provide a listing of the kits and options out there for converting a model to a Ram I
or II, or one of the other variants. As there are no plastic kits anywhere of the Ram, and only a number of resin
conversions have been produced over the years, it would have been useful to know which is which and what good and
bad points each has.  According to another noted Canadian modeler, Barry Beldam, kits vary from not too bad to
"outright theft" and it would have been useful to have a listing of which ones are which. Also, a listing of what chassis
should be used and which accessories (e.g., track sets, gun barrels, etc.) would also have been a nice touch.   Overall, 
however, this is a nice little booklet and fits in well if your interests are either US medium tanks or Commonwealth
armored vehicles. The book is available from Service Publications, PO Box 33071, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2C 3Y9;
web site http://www.servicepub.com
 
FERRARI ENZO REVIEW
Kit Subject: Enzo Ferrari
Manufacturer: Tamiya
Kit Number: 24260 Scale: 1/24 
Reviewed by Tim Leicht, courtesy of GR Modelers

Well, the long anticipated wait is over. Tamiya, masters of the modeling realm, have done it again, with the release of the
Enzo Ferrari in 1/24 scale. This is a wonderful, high tech kit that incorporates some design details never before utilized in
model car building. Let's take a look!  Based on a carbon composite chassis, the real car is almost a 333SP for the street,
with a hardtop. There is a lot of race car in this vehicle, and it shows. From the paddle type shifter on the steering column,
to the carbon fiber brake discs, it just screams out "Drive me fast, drive me hard!" This car was designed for one thing
only - speed!   Tamiya has done something with this kit that is quite unusual- it builds up almost like the real car. The kit
starts with the carbon fiber inner shell, and you assemble front and rear subassemblies and then attach them to the shell,
just like they do in Maranello! It is quite unique, and it is as if they went to the factory to design this kit. My guess is, of
course, that they started with CAD designs, and went from there. Even the textured surface of the carbon fiber
underpanels has been faithfully recreated. All parts are crisply molded, with details such as bolt heads on the engine, and
vent holes on the brake rotors. As usual, the tires are also exclusive to this kit and are perfect replicas of the Bridgestone
Potenzas on the real car. One of the best parts of this kit are the opening doors. They are accomplished without the use of
metal hinges and a clever design of curved plastic slider bars that you attach into the doors and then slip them into the
monocoque to slide the door up on. Of course, Tamiya cleverly left out the side windows on the kit so you can easily raise
and lower the doors. Just another example of good design work, and saving money on hardware you need to add to the
kit. You'd never know it by the price of this kit, but hey, I'm buying one or two anyway!  The monocoque builds up to a 
tub without the bodywork, similar to contemporary road race car design, and the body parts simply hang onto pins on the
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tub to hold them in place. That way the intricate details of this kit can be readily displayed. Only the quarter panels and
rear bumper assembly remain on the tub, being glued in place.   I will say this kit is quite a challenge to paint, with the
red/black relationship on the bodywork. Some of the parts must have both colors done before assembling to the chassis,
so its a bit of some work, but the results are worth the effort. It is a STUNNING model when completed.  If you haven't 
guessed by now, I highly recommend this kit, not just because of it's lineage, but because of it is the leader of the pack in
design and fit and finish. Buy one!  
 
 
ARROWS F 1 Team 1978-2002 R.I.P. 
by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy GTR Modelers

It became official on January 7, 2003: the Arrows Grand Prix was out of business after being placed into liquidation.
Since the team ceased appearing in races mid season 2002, it was no surprise.  The Arrows F1 race team was formed in
1978 by ex-racer Jackie Oliver. Over the next 25 years the team never did win any races. The closest they came was the
Hungarian Grand Prix in 1997, when Damon Hill surprisingly lead most of the race only to have a mechanical problem
with just a few laps to go in a real heartbreaker. There were other highlights like pole positions and several other runners
up finishes. The team changed engines and markings many times over the years. Warsteiner Beer sponsored the team
early on, and Ricardo Patrese was the first driver. Eddie Cheever and Darrek Warrick, with USFG livery, had some
competitive races in the late 80s and Arrows was fourth in the Constructers points in 1988. In the early 90s they were
called Footworks Arrows, after their main sponsor. But a Porsche factory engine deal turned out to be a disaster, and the
team continued to struggle.  Tom Walkinshaw, of Jaguar LeMans fame, took over in 1996 and promised to move to the
front of the grid. But eventually, despite the distinctive colors of sponsor Orange, they could not find the financial
sponsorship to continue. So another F1 team fades from the scene and becomes part of Grand Prix history.  Engines
utilized by Arrows over the years included Ford-Cosworth, Megatron. Porsche, Mugen, Yamaha and others. Some of
the other drivers that drove for team were Alex Caffi, Aguri Suzuki, Thierry Boutson, Heinz-Harold Frentzen, and
Michele Alboreto.  The relative lack of success meant that there were few plastic models of these cars, although there was
a resin 1/20 kit of the Footworks car, I believe by Wave, released about five years ago.
 
Trumpter Chinese Type 89 120mm SP AT Gun
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: Trumpeter 1/35 Scale Kit No. 00306; Chinese 120mm Type 89 Anti-Tank Gun; 345 parts (295 in olive
styrene, 29 in silver styrene, 18 in clear vinyl,
2 tracks in gunmetal vinyl, 1 section of nylon screen); price $22-30.
Advantages: first (and probably ONLY) kit of this vehicle produced; very well done and relatively complete interior to
include engine, driveline and crew/fighting compartment .
Disadvantages: Um, low name recognition; may puzzle many modelers; somewhat esoteric.
Rating: Highly Recommended.
Recommendation: for all SP gun fans, artillery fans, PLA fans, and modern armored vehicle fans.
F I R S T   L O O K
In the early 1950s, the Tomashov design bureau in Mytishchi developed an excellent tracked chassis for artillery
weapons. This was used for a number of prototype Soviet guns such as Object 100, Object 105, Object 124, and
Object 125. It did not get its first fielding until modified versions of the design were fielded as the launcher platform for the
3M8 "Krug" missile, better known in the West as the SA-4 GANEF.   Not deterred, they pressed on and finally, with the
demand to produce modern SP artillery at the end of the 1960s, it appeared as Object 303 – the 152mm 2S3
"Akatsiya"howitzer,  Object 304 – the 240mm 2S4 "Tyul'pan" heavy mortar, and Object 305 – the 152mm 2S5
"Giatsint-S" gun. These all went into production in the early 1970s, and other variations also were produced, including
mine layers and mine clearers. Naturally, the Soviets wanted to sell this vehicle and all of the variations to their erstwhile
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allies and customers, the Chinese.  The Chinese would have none of it, but not being above stealing a good idea when
they see one, instead developed their own version of the Tomashov standardized chassis which appeared in the early
1980s. This chassis was most clearly seen when the Chinese debuted the Type 83, a 152mm SP howitzer which was
clearly copied from the Soviet 2S3. (It even used a modified Type 66 howitzer, much as the 2S3 used a modified D-20,
the weapon the Type 66 was based on.)  They also debuted the 122mm Type 83 MRL, a 40 + 40 (one volley and one
full reload) rocket launcher which combined the chassis of the Type 83 gun with the Chinese copy of the BM-21 rocket
pack.  The Type 89 120mm SP Antitank Gun has been around now for about 14 years, but little is known about it other
than it uses a 120mm smoothbore gun based on the Soviet 125mm 2A46 gun designs but firing unitary "Western-Style"
ammunition. It has always been something of an oddity, for as most countries went away from SP antitank guns in favor of
SP ATGM launchers, it appears a throwback.  Nevertheless, at least one battalion has found service with the PLA and
was most recently paraded at the 50th Anniversary Parade in Beijing as March Unit "I". (For some odd reason, the
Chinese made it simpler for both themselves and for Western observers by letter coding all units; "A" were the Type
96/98 tanks, "C" Type 88B, etc.)  The chassis has been modified and improved, and now serves as the chassis for the
155mm  PZL-45 long range (45 caliber barrel) version of the SP gun-howitzer that is finding foreign acceptance in the
Middle East.  Trumpeter has started to turn its attention to Chinese weapons, and is trying to produce high-quality world
standard kits of them rather than the toylike and unbuildable early efforts. Their BJ-212 with 105mm RR was one of their
first efforts to clean up things, and was very nicely done. These three kits – the Type 83 SP 152mm, the Type 83 MRL,
and the Type 89 SP AT gun – are their next Chinese releases.  The kit is very neatly done (in styrene, and I am glad they
learned THAT lesson early on!) with a lot of parts. The number of components can be determined by the fact that this kit
only offers vinyl track and yet still has nearly 350 parts. "Sprue poppers" will note right up front that the lower and upper
hull cannot be assembled dry – the parts fit together with the bulkheads from the interior, and as such there are no tabs or
overlaps to fit the parts together. Also, a nice touch is that the fender braces for the rear fenders are molded onto the stern
plate (part E57) and come with a polystyrene block to protect them from snapping off in shipment.  The hull detail is quite
complete, missing only the usual wires and rodding which most other companies also ignore on kits with interiors. The V-2
diesel clone used in the vehicle is most detailed – consisting of some 29 parts by itself including the motor mounts. As a
point of fact, the first 13 steps in the "monkey-see-monkey-do" direction booklet are all dealing with the hull interior
components.  Steps 14-19 cover the running gear, and since this vehicle uses a unique track until the after-market boys
come out with one there is nothing which will do as well as the kit tracks.    Note that many parts may have to have holes
drilled out, but they are noted in the directions so you have to pay attention to each step as you go. Each of the three kits
differs in its upper works and rear fittings, so most of the changes have to do with those parts. Steps 20-28 cover the
upper hull and mating the lower and upper hull sections together.  The turret has a relatively complete interior, but as it is
an SP gun of the purest sense, there apparently is no turret basket as with most other armored vehicles with a rotating
turret. The crew seats mount to the turret base, and many other details mount on the inside of the turret roof; for this we
currently just have to accept Trumpeter's word for it. Ammo stows in the bustle and only a false front (part F3) is
provided to simulate that assembly. The gun appears to be fixed as it comes with a pre-molded canvas boot (part E1) that
cements to the frame from the inside.  A model of the new Chinese heavy machine gun – presumably based on the
venerable "Dushka" from its appearance – is provided on a separate sprue and consists of 14 parts on its own.  Markings 
provided include a "number jungle" of sorts, but the only marking option given is that of the three-color camouflage and "I"
series numbers used during the 50th Anniversary parade.  Overall, this is a very impressive model of a very obscure
vehicle to most modelers. Barring that, one shouldn't ignore it as it appears to be an interesting vehicle and a very detailed
kit. 
 
Trumpeter's 2003 schedule
Aircraft
1/24 Spitfire Mk Vb Floatplane
1/24 A6M2N Zero Floatplane
1/24 TP-51 Mustang
1/32 Nanchang A5 Fantan
1/32 Nanchang A5III
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1/32 Sukhoi Su-27 Flanker A
1/32 Grumman F4F-3 Wildcat (delayed)
1/32 Fwl90D-9
1/32 P-38L5/LO
1/32 CurtissP-40B
1/32 AV-8B Harrier
1/32 MiG-3
1/32 A-7E Corsair II
1/32 F-l00D Super Sabre
1/32 Grumman TBF-1 Avenger
1/35 Mi-8MT/Mi-l7 Hip H
1/35 Hi-24V Hind E
1/48 P-40B Warhawk
1/48 Vickers Wellington Mk. I
1/48 Beriev Be-6 Madge
1/48 Savoia Marchetti 79 Sparviero
1/72 Xian FBC1 Flying Leopard
1/72 Tupolev Tu-142MR Bear J
 
Armor
1/16 T34/76 model 1943 tank
1/35 K5(E) Leopold railroad gun
1/35 Karl-Geraet (60cm & 54cm)
1/35 Railway carrier for self-propelled Morser Karl
1/35 KVI & KV2 tank
1/72 King Tiger tank
1/72 King Tiger tank w/Porsche turret
1/72 FAMO heavy half-track
1/72 Elefant tank
1/72 Ferdinand tank
1/72 T34/76 Model 1943 tank
1/72 T34/85 Model 1944 tank
1/72 KV1 C tank
 
Ships
1/350 USS Nimitz (!!!)
1/350 USSR Admiral Kuznetsov
1/350 SS Jeremiah O'Brien
1/350 USS Lexington CV-2
1/350 USS Saratoga CV-3
1/700 USSR Kirov
1/700 USSR Frunze
1/700 USSR Kalinin
1/700 USSR P. Velikiy
1/700 Bizmarck
1/700 Tirpitz
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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society's
Newsletter for May 2003
 
 
Minutes of the meeting:
Well, due to a planned road trip, there was no meeting.  We have two good meetings coming
up, May's meeting is our annual build day, bring a kit and work on it at the meeting. 
Please, no painting or airbrushes due to the potential to create a mess of truly epic
proportions.  June is the annual "Alpha Strike' club barbecue at Randy Kidd's house in
Alpha.  Please bring a dish to pass and a dessert.  More details at the May meeting. 
That's all I have for this month.  See you at the May meeting.    
 
 
The Dates:
May 10:  Chapter Meeting.  Build day.  Bring a model and build it.
June 14:  chapter meeting.  Annual Club barbecue at Randy Kidd's house in Alpha Illinois.
July 12:  Chapter meeting.  Club photo shoot 
July 2 - 5:  2003 IPMS/National Convention, Oklahoma City
August 9: Chapter meeting
September 6:  IPMS Will-Cook, "The Show IX".  Details to follow.
November 8:  IPMS Butch O'Hare.  Details to follow.
March 27 2004:  IPMS Quad Cities Show.
 
Road trip to the IPMS Seattle Spring Show:
By Glen Broman
Every once in a while, the stars line up in the heavens, the planets are in alignment and
all is well in the world.  I had one of those experiences during a trip back to Seattle in
April.  As most of you guys know, I belonged to the IPMS Tacoma chapter in Washington
before I moved here, and attended IPMS Seattle meetings way back in the 70's when I first
started serious modeling.  I went back home for the first time in nine years for my parents
50th wedding anniversary.  One of my favorite hang outs back home was Comstock's Books in
Auburn.  The first day back, I drove down there to wander the stacks of used books and
magazines and I found a flyer for the IPMS Seattle spring show.  As luck would have it, it 
was the following Saturday only twenty minutes from my parent's house.  It don't get any
better than that.  The venue was the Renton Community center.  For those of you who have 
attended Butch O'Hare shows, the setup is very similar, with the vendors and models
together in a large gym.  The model tables were set up in the middle of the room with the
vendor tables along the walls.  If my count was correct, there were about 37 vendor tables 
and a huge amount of display tables.  Since it was a nice day, there were even a few vendor
tables outside.  There were some nice deals and I found some good stuff to bring home, of
course, I could have brought home more stuff if I didn't have to worry about fitting it in
a suitcase for the return journey.  The best part was seeing old friends.  I had a great 
time talking to folks I haven't seen in years.  What was really impressive was the amount
of models entered, 696 models entered in the contest plus a bunch of display models.  Steve 
Tontoni, a friend of mine from Seattle told me the estimate was about 800 models
altogether.  Seattle is the only show I've attended that has a separate category for
airliners, appropriate for the heart of Boeing country.  There was also a huge turn out in 
small scale armor and some very nice car models on display.  My only complaint was that the
venue was too small for the show, it was almost impossible to move in the aisles due to the
number of people attending, not a bad problem to have when you think about it.  I wish I 
could have stayed all day, but I did have a wedding anniversary to attend later in the
day.  All in all a very good show.
   
The Amazing Claude
From member at large Tom Meyer
It was opening night at the Adler and The Amazing Claude was topping the bill.  People came 
from miles around to see the famed hypnotist do his stuff.  As Claude took to the stage, he
announced, "Unlike most stage hypnotists who invite two or three people up onto the stage



2 of 6

to be put into a trance, I intend to hypnotize each and every member of this audience." The
excitement was almost electric as Claude withdrew a beautiful antique pocket watch from his
coat.
"I want you each to keep your eye on this antique watch.  It's a very special watch.  It 
has been in my family for six generations," Then he began to swing the watch gently back
and forth while quietly chanting, "Watch the watch, watch the watch, watch the watch."
The crowd became mesmerized as the watch swayed back and forth, light gleaming off its
polished surface.  Hundreds of pairs of eyes followed the swaying watch, until suddenly it
slipped from the hypnotist's fingers and fell to the floor, breaking into a hundred pieces.
"Crap!" said The Amazing Claude.
It took three weeks to clean up the theater.
 
News from the Big Kahuna:
Hi Guyzzz,
Things are kinda quiet for right now. The Convention is coming up fast and I hope you all
have a great time in OKC.  The Region 5 Convention is coming up as well and remember to
support it with some awards packages. It should be a great time too and I hope I'll make it
this year.  PLEASE be advised that we need to increase IPMS Membership in the Local
Chapters. If you have a raffle, consider throwing a membership in. If you need further
details on how to join, lemme know.  I've been checking out the IPMS/USA Websight each day
and it keeps growing and growing. The discussion Group is taking off but we still need YOUR
help to make it succeed. Please print that information in your chapter newsletter and
suggest your members register. LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!!! Starting next year, there will no
longer be a member of the year. Boo Hoo. There are only two Regions that do it and the lack
of interest has been overwhelming.  IN ADDITION, I'm going to revamp the way the Region 5 
Chapter of the Year is done. More on that in weeks to come.  By now, IPMS/GTR will be 
entered in Chapter of the Year consideration in OKC. Good luck and maybe this year we can
get a Region 5 WINNER!!!!  The Region 4 Convention in Indy was a great success. I was told
that it was a great time and vendors were very happy. I saw some pictures of the kits and
it looks like plenty of future Nat winners were in attendance. Congrats and job well done
Roscoe Turner!  We may have a new/old Chapter coming back.........I'll let you know if/when
it happens. It's close to my house (5 minutes) and it would be fun to check out. Letcha
Know!  Check out the DATES SECTION for Updates and if your Chapter has further
information.............let me know.
Jack, RC5
 
Something for the Figure Modelers:
Review - DML Panzergrenadiers Arnhem 1944
Bu Cookie Sewll, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: DML 1/35 Scale '39-'45 Series Kit No. 6161; Panzergrenadiers (Arnhem 1944); 68
parts in grey stryene; retail price $7.50-8.50.
Advantages: four new poses for DML's wide range of WWII German figures.
Disadvantages: Can't say the "SS" word.
Rating: Highly recommended.
Recommendation: For all WWII German fans.
Arnhem has been ensconced in military lore (and with movie fans since 1977) as the "Bridge
Too Far" during the less than successful Operation Market Garden in the fall of 1944. Even
though intelligence and reconnaissance both agreed there were two German SS panzer
divisions just outside of Arnhem, Montgomery went ahead with the airborne operation,
eventually losing nearly 80% of British 1st Airbourne Division as casualties.  This set
from DML provides four SS panzergrenadiers in various poses and uniforms advancing. The
poses work well in conjunction with armored vehicles and can be posed nicely in front or
beside them in a diorama setting. The great artwork by Ron Volstad puts them in
perspective, but alas, to be PC for the European market none of them are wearing SS runes. 
The set follows standard DML fare - six parts per figure (torso, legs, arms and head) plus
kit and extra weapons sprues. This set came with four Kar 98s, one MP40, one MP18, a Model
43 autoloader, and a Panzerfaust.  DML has set and maintained this standard for so long now
I think the only major comment to make would be when they do NOT keep that standard! Thanks
to Freddie Leung for the review sample.
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A little sumptin' from Randy:
A man wonders if having sex on the Sabbath is a sin because he is not sure if sex is work
or   play. So he goes to a priest and asks for his opinion on this question. After
consulting the Bible,   the priest says, "My son, after an exhaustive search, I am positive
that sex is work and is therefore not permitted on Sundays." The man   thinks: "What does a
priest know about sex?"
So he goes to a Lutheran minister, who after all is a married man and experienced in this
matter.   He queries the minister and receives the same reply: "Sex is work and therefore
not for the   Sabbath!"
Not pleased with the reply, he seeks out a Rabbi, a man of thousands of year's tradition
and knowledge.   The Rabbi ponders the question, then states, "My   son, sex is definitely 
play."
The man replies, "Rabbi,   how can you be so sure when so many others tell me sex is work?"
The Rabbi softly speaks, "My son, if sex were work, my wife would have the maid do it."
 
Painting Plastic Figures
By Patrick Lewis, courtesy the WWI Modeling list
Hello, everyone, I just started painting a squad of WW1 Germans (Armies in Plastic)
yesterday. (Brits, Yanks and French to follow.) I intend to use them for
some skirmish wargames, so I really need to have a paint job that will withstand constant
handling.  After washing them with dish soap (Dawn) and hot water, I mounted them on wooden
barrel plugs (technically called a "bung", but I guess they were either ignorant or too
embarrassed to call them that.  I found them at the local Fleet Farm store...$2.95 for a
pack of 10...Heck of a deal!) with Elmer's Carpenter's Glue, then gave them a coating of
Liquitex Matte Medium. This is the first time I've used the medium, but it seemed to work
really well. It killed the sheen on the plastic and gave a nice "tooth" for the base coat
of black acrylic paint that I brushed on. Even if it puddled a bit in some of the folds, it
dried tightly against the figures and didn't obscure any detail. (I hastened the drying
process by using the wife's hair dryer set on "warm"...she doesn't use it anyway, so there
isn't a "conflict of interest" here. )  I've unintentionally and intentionally bent the
rifles on a few figures and the paint flexed with the plastic instead of flaking off. I
only use acrylic paints (Ceramcoat and Howard Hues, mostly) on plastic figures and I've
seldom, if ever, had a problem with flaking. I may give them a coat of Future when I'm done
to give them that glossy old-fashioned toy soldier look, but we'll see. I think that as
long as you stick to acrylic paints (enamels are just too
hard and brittle when dried) and make sure that you wash the figures thoroughly in soap and
water; you shouldn't have much of a problem. I seldom use enamels anymore, but I do get a
bit nostalgic for the smell of turps from time to time. 
 
Review - Italeri M978 Heavy Fuel Tanker (Topical ssubject!)
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: Italeri 1/35 Scale Kit No. 298; US Heavy Fuel Tanker M978; 227 parts (201 in
olive styrene, 16 in black styrene, 10 in clear styrene); price $30-40
Advantages: Only kit made in styrene of the standard American tactical fuel tanker; big kit
captures the heft of the tanker very nicely.
Disadvantages: Usual problems with "split" plastic tires and tread pattern; some shortcuts
taken with some parts, especially on the underside of the chassis; glass in original is
tinted but is provided clear in the kit.
Rating: Recommended.
Recommendation: For all modern US Armor and Softskin fans, all modelers following
"Operation Iraqi Freedom".
For many years the US Army used the GOER family of 8 ton heavy tactical trucks to provide
food, fuel and ammo to armored formations. However, with the advent of the M-1 and M-2
vehicle families the day of the slow and ponderous GOER was over. Most of the GOERs were
limited to speeds of no more than 15 mph on roads and 10 mph or less cross country due to
the fact that the vehicles were top-heavy, prone to tipping, and had dangerous driving
characteristics. As a result, a new, more useful vehicle was sought, and the winner of the
competition was the Oshkosh Company.  The new truck family, dubbed HEMTT (for Heavy 
Expanded Mobility Tactical Truck), used a more rational 8 x 8 conventional chassis with a
mid-engine arrangement and a forward projecting cab to keep the overall center of gravity
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lower. It was also much faster - able to cruise at 55 mph on roads in convoys - and nearly
as capable as the GOER cross country. These trucks went into production in the early 1980s
and came in four basic models: The M977 8-ton cargo truck; the M978 2500 gallon tactical
tanker; the M984 heavy wrecker; and the M985 8-ton heavy duty resupply vehicle (a dedicated
truck for MLRS resupply).  These trucks had become extremely popular with the US Army over
the course of the 10 years prior to Operation Desert Storm, and some were also used by the
Marine Corps. (Most of their tactical trucks were the near cousins of the HEMTT, however,
which were hinged in the middle, such as the Mark 48 cargo truck.)      Italeri released
kits of the M977/M985 and M978 a number of years ago, but the M978 has only really come
into the public eye with its appearance all over TV screens with the support trains of the
3rd Infantry Division during Operation Iraqi Freedom. As such, I finally picked one and
wanted to pass on some info on the model.  These are BIG trucks, and Italeri did a good job
getting it morphed down to fit in the standard Italeri large kit box. (In their Revell
versions, they provide larger boxes!) There are a lot more parts than the numbers would
indicate, as most of the large subassemblies are pretty simple and most of the small ones
are not. The basic frame consists of 19 parts, for openers. Some of the parts are
simplified, but unless one wants to make a vehicle torn down for maintenance many of them
are hard to see once assembled. The winch is rather unimpressive, but since it goes low on
the right side midships of the chassis, it's going to be hard to tell much more than it is
the winch.  The cab is sealed but the driver's side door (part 116B) is left separate so
that it can be shown in the open position. One problem is that the glass in the original
vehicle is tinted a light blue color and Italeri provides all glass as clear. That may make
painting the "whoopie light" (part 120C) orange and headlights (parts 93C) silver easier
but the 7 windows are going to be wrong.  It's been a while since I built the M985 version
but I do recall that the stock wheels do not fit well on their axles and a lot of "shimmy"
and wobble set in if you do not cement the wheels in place. Based on numerous complaints on
the web, it may be best to seek out a set of after-market resin wheels as the stock ones
have their limitations. To give Italeri their due, modern tread patterns are much harder to
duplicate (and in the case of this vehicle, some vehicles have tires with grooves in them
for better highway traction as well) in a two-part injection mold, and they did give it a
game effort.  For no discernable reason I can figure out, Italeri molded the pump and
distribution box part of the fuel tank separately but then molded the doors shut and
provided no details. This is truly a shame, for this is a model which really begs to be
opened up and "operating" next to either a Bradley or an Abrams. It will be a bit of a
chore searching out photos and plans and building this detail into the kit, and so far I do
not recall if anyone such as VLS makes a conversion/detail kit for this vehicle to provide
those parts.  The kit provides two paint schemes (NATO standard and Operation Desert Storm)
but there are no instructions as to where to apply the decals! The unit markings appear
incorrect in several ways, beginning with the fact that Italeri has them on yellow backing
vice the more command (and standard) FS30277 sand. One vehicle apparently is supposed to
belong to 40th Engineer Battalion, 1st Armored Division in West Germany and the other to a
support unit (130th Engineer Brigade? 34th Engineer Battalion? Your guess is as good as
mine!) in Operation Desert Storm. The box art at least provides most of the correct
positions, at least for the 1st Armored vehicle.  Overall this is a nice kit, and like many
of the recent Italeri efforts, one nobody else could be bothered with, but as with too many
of them there are some annoying shortcuts taken that really put a lot more work on the
modeler to get a superb model out of a nice kit.
 
I'm Out of the Scale Modeling Hobby, Again
By Russ Price, courtesy RMS
WARNING:  The following rant should not be read by the beginning hobbyist.  It contains
documentation of enough stupid errors, bad examples, poor procedure, boneheaded
misconceived ideas, and just plain bad luck to turn darned near anyone off of the hobby,
and it is not the intention of the author (me) to do that.  Just because I suck at scale 
modeling doesn't mean that you will too.  So turn back now while you still can.  Go read
another article, take a child kite-flying, feed your cats, take a walk, go to church, plant
an explosive device at Testors' home offices (just kidding).
I built a lot of model kits as a child and into my early teens.  Then I discovered girls 
and beer (not necessarily in that order), and Mom threw out my paints, brushes, and parts
box after I left home to join the Navy (mumble) years ago.  After a long period of 



5 of 6

inactivity in the hobby, I decided a couple of months ago to build a 1/72 Monogram B--36
Peacemaker, still in the box, that had been sitting on a shelf in my spare bedroom for
about 10 years.  I had found the kit, still sealed in shrink wrap, at a garage sale.  An 
inspection of the contents revealed no missing parts, the canopy was pristine and
unscratched, and the decals were there and unaffected by the passage of time.  A very good 
friend of mine helped restore one of the few remaining B-36s in Fort Worth, and I thought
that this kit, finely-detailed and in a custom-built display case, would make a great gift
for him.  Being a technical writer by trade, I am a fairly detail-oriented kind of person,
and I foolishly believed that I could do a sufficiently good job building this kit to
provide my friend with a keepsake of all his hard work on this classic warbird.  I intended 
to start this project out right.  In a dizzying few hours at the one local hobby shop in 
Fort Worth that carries a relatively full line of supplies, I made my credit cards groan as
I purchased a good Badger airbrush and compressor, knives, sanding film, paints, liquid
mask, Metalizer colors, thinner, all the tools of the trade.  Since the B-36 had a 
bare-metal finish,  I did my due diligence and researched the experience of other hobbyists
on the Internet as how best to apply that finish to the kit, deciding that Bare Metal film
would look too toy-like and that Testors Metalizer was the way to go.  Along the way, I 
discovered how Post-It notes can be used to mask Metalizer finishes without destroying them
in order to overlay new color, and found that Future floor wax makes a great decal seal. 
For the first week or so, work on the project went pretty well.  I worked on the kit in my 
hobby room at night and on the weekends.  Stuff went together pretty much as planned, and I
did more research on downloading decal patterns to make the bird a 1950s SAC-era bomber.  I 
painted bombs, sealed join lines inside the bomb bay and on the fuselage and wings, adzed
and sealed seams, and super-detailed the flight engineer's and pilot's stations in the
cockpit (my friend was a FE on a B-36). I even ordered a painting mask kit (two, actually,
at 8 bucks a pop, in case I screwed one of them up) that would let me mask off and airbrush
the kit's greenhouse canopy and nose, as well as the tires.  The trouble started when I got
to the point where I had to start painting the fuselage and wings.  From the research I had
done, I had heard that the stock Testors Metalizer sealer discolored the alumimum Metalizer
color to the point where it looks almost gray, so I decided to apply aluminum Metalizer on
both wings, seal them with Future so I could overlay them with Testors Model Master chrome
silver enamel and Metalizer aluminum plate later, after letting everything dry for one
calendar week.  Bad idea - the Post-It notes I used to mask the sealed Metalizer left their
adhesive in the Future coat, and nothing I tried would remove it or I destroyed the
Metalizer coat trying to get the adhesive off.  Strike one. After stripping the Future,
Metalizer, and paint from both wings, I decided to put a base coat of chrome silver on the
wings first, which can supposedly be masked without pulling up color when you remove the
mask, then overspray alumimum and aluminum plate Metalizer over it.  The silver went on the
wings fine and dust-free.  Then, after letting the silver base coat dry for one calendar
week, I used Post-It notes to mask the silver and prepare for the Metalizer coat.  Well, 
guess what?  Again, the Post-It notes left their gummy adhesive on the silver paint, and
the base coat was again ruined.  After remasking and repainting the silver portions, the
old adhesive could still be seen through the new silver color.  I ended up stripping all of
the paint off of both wings again and prepared them for another painting attempt.  Strike 
two. Third attempt on the wings - I again applied a silver base coat to the wings and let
them dry for a week, then used a special low- adhesive masking tape the hobby shop carried
to mask them and apply the Metalizer, then applied Future to seal everything.  Success this 
time - only one small spot where the adhesive pulled up some of the silver, and I easily
masked and resprayed that.  Finally, I had a good sealed silver base coat and aluminum
Metalizer applied on both wings, and was ready to apply the final "blocking" of aluminum
plate Metalizer to the tops of both wings before sealing the whole thing and declaring
victory.  Naturally, this low-adhesive masking tape I applied (which I first carefully
applied to a piece of glass before putting it on the model to get rid of any excess
stickum) pulled up the Future, silver color, and Metalizer colors, ruining both wings
again.  Strike three.  I decided at this point to concentrate on the fuselage, hoping that
I could discover some way to mask and paint the wings later.  The base Metalizer coat went 
on fine on the fuselage - no join lines visible, everything sealed up perfectly.  I finally 
had a component of the bird that had Metalizer and silver overlay in the proper
proportions, everything looked great!  I put the fuselage on the bench, turned on the
ventilator, and loaded Metalizer sealer into the airbrush so I could seal the whole thing. 



6 of 6

At this point, I didn't give a damn if the sealer discolored the bare metal finish or not
...
To make a long story short, not only did the sealer discolor the finish, it also ran,
melting the previously-applied Metalizer and silver on the fuselage.  You can't see the 
sealer being applied to the surface, so there was no way I could tell I was (apparently)
using too much sealer.  There were isolated pools of undried sealer, Metalizer color, and
silver color dripping off the side of the fuselage like some sort of obscene perspiration
or Calder mobile from hell.  When the sealer dried, the runny colors remained, looking much
like a tie-dyed T-shirt. Scratch one fuselage.
Epilogue:
There are two large, empty trash cans in my garage.  One of them is now full of model 
parts, paints, Badger airbrush, old dropcloths, and sprue.  The fuselage is broken in half,
curiously almost at the exact spot where the worst of the color running occurred, and my
left knee has a new bruise.  Both wings are also in this trash can, both containing large
gaping holes placed there by a claw hammer that was lying around.  None of the airbrush 
color jars survived either - a
hammer can be a useful thing to have. Today, I plan to clean up the mess in the hobby room
then mow the yard.  If it doesn't rain, I'll vacuum out the car.
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Quad-City Scale Modelers’ June 2003 newsletter
 
Minutes of the Meeting:
Welcome to the second edition of the April newsletter.  Due to a series of fascinating and highly creative 
errors, we managed to republish the March newsletter in April.  So now here, in its full glory, is the real April 
newsletter in May.  The May meeting was pretty mellow.  The May meeting was build day and we had a
veritable assembly line going.  We even had some vacuforms and scratch building going on. Steve brought
the pictures he took at the show and passed them around for everyone’s enjoyment.  We voted to donate 
$25 to the Quad City Cruisers and the Butterworth foundation for the use of the Carriage house.  Other than 
that, it was a pretty quiet meeting.  Don’t forget that the June meeting is the annual club barbecue at
Randy’s house in Alpha Illinois.  The directions are below.  I can’t hardly wait to get me some of that
Funeral casserole.
 
The Dates:
June 14:  chapter meeting.  Annual Club barbecue at Randy Kidd’s house in Alpha, Illinois.
July 12:  Chapter meeting.  Club photo shoot 
July 2 – 5:  2003 IPMS/National Convention, Oklahoma City
August 9: Chapter meeting
September 6:  IPMS Will-Cook, “The Show IX”.  Details to follow.
November 8:  IPMS Butch O’Hare.  Details to follow.
March 27 2004:  IPMS Quad Cities Show.
 
Directions to Randy’s House “Alpha Strike 03”
The club picnic is at my house this year. I will be providing Hot Dogs and 
Burgers, and the Funeral Casserole. I guess I should say Kathy will be 
providing the above items. Anyway the address is 205 West C St. Alpha
which is right on US 150 about 28 miles south the Quad Cities Airport 
and 4 miles west of the I-74 32 mile marker at Woodhull, IL.
My house used to be a church It’s a big yellow structure with lots of parking.
Anyone coming can bring a dish or desert of their choice.
It’s kind of hard to get lost in Alpha since the streets are numbered 
A, B, C, ect.  Hope to see you here. Phone Number 309-629-2006
Randy
 
Road trip to the IPMS Seattle Spring Show:
By Glen Broman
Every once in a while, the stars line up in the heavens, the planets are in alignment and all is well in the
world.  I had one of those experiences during a trip back to Seattle in April.  As most of you guys know, I
belonged to the IPMS Tacoma chapter in Washington before I moved here, and attended IPMS Seattle
meetings way back in the 70’s when I first started serious modeling.  I went back home for the first time in
nine years for my parents 50th wedding anniversary.  One of my favorite hang outs back home was
Comstock’s Books in Auburn.  The first day back, I drove down there to wander the stacks of used books
and magazines and I found a flyer for the IPMS Seattle spring show.  As luck would have it, it was the
following Saturday only twenty minutes from my parent’s house.  It don’t get any better than that.  The venue
was the Renton Community center.  For those of you who have attended Butch O’Hare shows, the setup is
very similar, with the vendors and models together in a large gym.  The model tables were set up in the
middle of the room with the vendor tables along the walls.  If my count was correct, there were about 37
vendor tables and a huge amount of display tables.  Since it was a nice day, there were even a few vendor 
tables outside.  There were some nice deals and I found some good stuff to bring home, of course, I could
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have brought home more stuff if I didn’t have to worry about fitting it in a suitcase for the return journey.  The 
best part was seeing old friends.  I had a great time talking to folks I haven’t seen in years.  What was really 
impressive was the amount of models entered, 696 models entered in the contest plus a bunch of display
models.  Steve Tontoni, a friend of mine from Seattle told me the estimate was about 800 models
altogether.  Seattle is the only show I’ve attended that has a separate category for airliners, appropriate for
the heart of Boeing country.  There was also a huge turn out in small scale armor and some very nice car
models on display.  My only complaint was that the venue was too small for the show, it was almost
impossible to move in the aisles due to the number of people attending, not a bad problem to have when
you think about it.  I wish I could have stayed all day, but I did have a wedding anniversary to attend later in
the day.  All in all a very good show.
 
Some IPMS USA Admin News:
Flash, this just in from the Home office. 
Pease be advised that the zip code for the National Office is 44720-0475.
While this may seem trivial, there is a possibility that any mail sent the North Canton address with the
zipcode printed in the Journal, or other printed materail may be returned to the sender. 
Please make mention of this to the members of your chapter, and keep the new zip on file. 
There seems to have been an issue with the last four digits of the extended number. Any mail sent with only
the five digit main number should not be effected. 
  
The Amazing Claude
From member at large Tom Meyer
It was opening night at the Adler and The Amazing Claude was topping the bill.  People came from miles
around to see the famed hypnotist do his stuff.  As Claude took to the stage, he announced, "Unlike most
stage hypnotists who invite two or three people up onto the stage to be put into a trance, I intend to
hypnotize each and every member of this audience." The excitement was almost electric as Claude
withdrew a beautiful antique pocket watch from his coat.
"I want you each to keep your eye on this antique watch.  It's a very special watch.  It has been in my family
for six generations," Then he began to swing the watch gently back and forth while quietly chanting, "Watch
the watch, watch the watch, watch the watch."
The crowd became mesmerized as the watch swayed back and forth, light gleaming off its polished
surface.  Hundreds of pairs of eyes followed the swaying watch, until suddenly it slipped from the
hypnotist's fingers and fell to the floor, breaking into a hundred pieces.
“Crap!" said The Amazing Claude.
It took three weeks to clean up the theater.
 
The Quad City Cruisers Show Schedule:
Bob Horton sent this in.  Found a leaflet that the Quad Cities Cruisers have been putting out to advertise
their summer display program.  On Saturday June 9th, at 6:00PM, Bettendorf Maid Rite Parking Lot. 
Cruisers gather for a display of cars...free of admissions (might take collection).  Same thing on Saturday 
July 12th, same time with a live band.  Same thing Friday August
8th at same time same place.  Again on Saturday September 13th at 5:00 PM and same place....all free
admission.    Then on Sunday June 8th, the big "Car Show" at Mississippi Valley Fair Grounds,
Davenport...the big annual car show...admission charged for this event.  For all of our car buffs here is a
chance to see some nifty cars....and help support a club that helps us....
 
News from the Big Kahuna:
Hi Guyzzz,
Things are kinda quiet for right now. The Convention is coming up fast and I hope you all have a great time
in OKC.  The Region 5 Convention is coming up as well and remember to support it with some awards
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packages. It should be a great time too and I hope I'll make it this year.  PLEASE be advised that we need 
to increase IPMS Membership in the Local Chapters. If you have a raffle, consider throwing a membership
in. If you need further details on how to join, lemme know.  I've been checking out the IPMS/USA Website
each day and it keeps growing and growing. The discussion Group is taking off but we still need YOUR
help to make it succeed. Please print that information in your chapter newsletter and suggest your
members register. LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!!! Starting next year, there will no longer be a member
of the year. Boo Hoo. There are only two Regions that do it and the lack of interest has been
overwhelming.  IN ADDITION, I'm going to revamp the way the Region 5 Chapter of the Year is done. More
on that in weeks to come.  By now, IPMS/GTR will be entered in Chapter of the Year consideration in OKC.
Good luck and maybe this year we can get a Region 5 WINNER!!!!  The Region 4 Convention in Indy was 
a great success. I was told that it was a great time and vendors were very happy. I saw some pictures of
the kits and it looks like plenty of future Nat winners were in attendance. Congrats and job well done
Roscoe Turner!  We may have a new/old Chapter coming back.........I'll let you know if/when it happens. It's
close to my house (5 minutes) and it would be fun to check out. Letcha Know!  Check out the DATES
SECTION for Updates and if your Chapter has further information.............let me know.
Jack, RC5
 
Something for the Figure Modelers:
Review - DML Panzergrenadiers Arnhem 1944
Bu Cookie Sewll, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: DML 1/35 Scale ‘39-‘45 Series Kit No. 6161; Panzergrenadiers (Arnhem 1944); 68 parts in
grey stryene; retail price $7.50-8.50.
Advantages: four new poses for DML's wide range of WWII German figures.
Disadvantages: Can't say the "SS" word.
Rating: Highly recommended.
Recommendation: For all WWII German fans.
Arnhem has been ensconced in military lore (and with movie fans since 1977) as the "Bridge Too Far"
during the less than successful Operation Market Garden in the fall of 1944. Even though intelligence and
reconnaissance both agreed there were two German SS panzer divisions just outside of Arnhem,
Montgomery went ahead with the airborne operation, eventually losing nearly 80% of British 1st Airbourne
Division as casualties.  This set from DML provides four SS panzergrenadiers in various poses and
uniforms advancing. The poses work well in conjunction with armored vehicles and can be posed nicely in
front or beside them in a diorama setting. The great artwork by Ron Volstad puts them in perspective, but
alas, to be PC for the European market none of them are wearing SS runes.  The set follows standard 
DML fare - six parts per figure (torso, legs, arms and head) plus kit and extra weapons sprues. This set
came with four Kar 98s, one MP40, one MP18, a Model 43 autoloader, and a Panzerfaust.  DML has set 
and maintained this standard for so long now I think the only major comment to make would be when they
do NOT keep that standard! Thanks to Freddie Leung for the review sample.
 
A little sumptin’ from Randy:
A man wonders if having sex on the Sabbath is a sin because he is not sure if sex is work or   play. So he
goes to a priest and asks for his opinion on this question. After consulting the Bible,   the priest says, "My
son, after an exhaustive search, I am positive that sex is work and is therefore not permitted on Sundays."
The man   thinks: "What does a priest know about sex?"
So he goes to a Lutheran minister, who after all is a married man and experienced in this matter.   He
queries the minister and receives the same reply: "Sex is work and therefore not for the   Sabbath!" Not
pleased with the reply, he seeks out a Rabbi, a man of thousands of year’s tradition and knowledge.   The
Rabbi ponders the question, then states, "My   son, sex is definitely play."
The man replies, "Rabbi,   how can you be so sure when so many others tell me sex is work?" The Rabbi
softly speaks, "My son, if sex were work, my wife would have the maid do it."
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Painting Plastic Figures
By Patrick Lewis, courtesy the WWI Modeling list
Hello, everyone, I just started painting a squad of WW1 Germans (Armies in Plastic) yesterday. (Brits,
Yanks and French to follow.) I intend to use them for
some skirmish wargames, so I really need to have a paint job that will withstand constant handling.  After
washing them with dish soap (Dawn) and hot water, I mounted them on wooden barrel plugs (technically
called a "bung", but I guess they were either ignorant or too embarrassed to call them that.  I found them at 
the local Fleet Farm store...$2.95 for a pack of 10...Heck of a deal!) with Elmer's Carpenter's Glue, then
gave them a coating of Liquitex Matte Medium. This is the first time I've used the medium, but it seemed to
work really well. It killed the sheen on the plastic and gave a nice "tooth" for the base coat of black acrylic
paint that I brushed on. Even if it puddled a bit in some of the folds, it dried tightly against the figures and
didn't obscure any detail. (I hastened the drying process by using the wife's hair dryer set on "warm"...she
doesn't use it anyway, so there isn't a "conflict of interest" here. )  I've unintentionally and intentionally bent
the
rifles on a few figures and the paint flexed with the plastic instead of flaking off. I only use acrylic paints
(Ceramcoat and Howard Hues, mostly) on plastic figures and I've seldom, if ever, had a problem with
flaking. I may give them a coat of Future when I'm done to give them that glossy old-fashioned toy soldier
look, but we'll see. I think that as long as you stick to acrylic paints (enamels are just too
hard and brittle when dried) and make sure that you wash the figures thoroughly in soap and water; you
shouldn't have much of a problem. I seldom use enamels anymore, but I do get a bit nostalgic for the smell
of turps from time to time. 
 
Review - Italeri M978 Heavy Fuel Tanker (Topical subject!)
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: Italeri 1/35 Scale Kit No. 298; US Heavy Fuel Tanker M978; 227 parts (201 in olive styrene, 16
in black styrene, 10 in clear styrene); price $30-40
Advantages: Only kit made in styrene of the standard American tactical fuel tanker; big kit captures the heft
of the tanker very nicely.
Disadvantages: Usual problems with "split" plastic tires and tread pattern; some shortcuts taken with some
parts, especially on the underside of the chassis; glass in original is tinted but is provided clear in the kit.
Rating: Recommended.
Recommendation: For all modern US Armor and Softskin fans, all modelers following "Operation Iraqi
Freedom".
For many years the US Army used the GOER family of 8 ton heavy tactical trucks to provide food, fuel and
ammo to armored formations. However, with the advent of the M-1 and M-2 vehicle families the day of the
slow and ponderous GOER was over. Most of the GOERs were limited to speeds of no more than 15 mph
on roads and 10 mph or less cross country due to the fact that the vehicles were top-heavy, prone to
tipping, and had dangerous driving characteristics. As a result, a new, more useful vehicle was sought, and
the winner of the competition was the Oshkosh Company.  The new truck family, dubbed HEMTT (for
Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Truck), used a more rational 8 x 8 conventional chassis with a
mid-engine arrangement and a forward projecting cab to keep the overall center of gravity lower. It was
also much faster – able to cruise at 55 mph on roads in convoys – and nearly as capable as the GOER
cross country. These trucks went into production in the early 1980s and came in four basic models: The
M977 8-ton cargo truck; the M978 2500 gallon tactical tanker; the M984 heavy wrecker; and the M985
8-ton heavy duty resupply vehicle (a dedicated truck for MLRS resupply).  These trucks had become 
extremely popular with the US Army over the course of the 10 years prior to Operation Desert Storm, and
some were also used by the Marine Corps. (Most of their tactical trucks were the near cousins of the
HEMTT, however, which were hinged in the middle, such as the Mark 48 cargo truck.)               Italeri 
released kits of the M977/M985 and M978 a number of years ago, but the M978 has only really come into
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the public eye with its appearance all over TV screens with the support trains of the 3rd Infantry Division
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. As such, I finally picked one and wanted to pass on some info on the
model.  These are BIG trucks, and Italeri did a good job getting it morphed down to fit in the standard Italeri
large kit box. (In their Revell versions, they provide larger boxes!) There are a lot more parts than the
numbers would indicate, as most of the large subassemblies are pretty simple and most of the small ones
are not. The basic frame consists of 19 parts, for openers. Some of the parts are simplified, but unless one
wants to make a vehicle torn down for maintenance many of them are hard to see once assembled. The
winch is rather unimpressive, but since it goes low on the right side midships of the chassis, it's going to be
hard to tell much more than it is the winch.  The cab is sealed but the driver's side door (part 116B) is left
separate so that it can be shown in the open position. One problem is that the glass in the original vehicle
is tinted a light blue color and Italeri provides all glass as clear. That may make painting the "whoopie light"
(part 120C) orange and headlights (parts 93C) silver easier but the 7 windows are going to be wrong.  It's
been a while since I built the M985 version but I do recall that the stock wheels do not fit well on their axles
and a lot of "shimmy" and wobble set in if you do not cement the wheels in place. Based on numerous
complaints on the web, it may be best to seek out a set of after-market resin wheels as the stock ones
have their limitations. To give Italeri their due, modern tread patterns are much harder to duplicate (and in
the case of this vehicle, some vehicles have tires with grooves in them for better highway traction as well) in
a two-part injection mold, and they did give it a game effort.  For no discernable reason I can figure out,
Italeri molded the pump and distribution box part of the fuel tank separately but then molded the doors shut
and provided no details. This is truly a shame, for this is a model which really begs to be opened up and
"operating" next to either a Bradley or an Abrams. It will be a bit of a chore searching out photos and plans
and building this detail into the kit, and so far I do not recall if anyone such as VLS makes a
conversion/detail kit for this vehicle to provide those parts.  The kit provides two paint schemes (NATO
standard and Operation Desert Storm) but there are no instructions as to where to apply the decals! The
unit markings appear incorrect in several ways, beginning with the fact that Italeri has them on yellow
backing vice the more command (and standard) FS30277 sand. One vehicle apparently is supposed to
belong to 40th Engineer Battalion, 1st Armored Division in West Germany and the other to a support unit

(130th Engineer Brigade? 34th Engineer Battalion? Your guess is as good as mine!) in Operation Desert
Storm. The box art at least provides most of the correct positions, at least for the 1st Armored vehicle. 
Overall this is a nice kit, and like many of the recent Italeri efforts, one nobody else could be bothered with,
but as with too many of them there are some annoying shortcuts taken that really put a lot more work on the
modeler to get a superb model out of a nice kit.
 
I'm Out of the Scale Modeling Hobby, Again
By Russ Price, courtesy RMS
WARNING:  The following rant should not be read by the beginning hobbyist.  It contains documentation of
enough stupid errors, bad examples, poor procedure, boneheaded misconceived ideas, and just plain bad
luck to turn darned near anyone off of the hobby, and it is not the intention of the author (me) to do that.  Just 
because I suck at scale modeling doesn't mean that you will too.  So turn back now while you still can.  Go 
read another article, take a child kite-flying, feed your cats, take a walk, go to church, plant an explosive
device at Testors' home offices (just kidding).
I built a lot of model kits as a child and into my early teens.  Then I discovered girls and beer (not 
necessarily in that order), and Mom threw out my paints, brushes, and parts box after I left home to join the
Navy (mumble) years ago.  After a long period of inactivity in the hobby, I decided a couple of months ago
to build a 1/72 Monogram B--36 Peacemaker, still in the box, that had been sitting on a shelf in my spare
bedroom for about 10 years.  I had found the kit, still sealed in shrink wrap, at a garage sale.  An inspection 
of the contents revealed no missing parts, the canopy was pristine and unscratched, and the decals were
there and unaffected by the passage of time.  A very good friend of mine helped restore one of the few
remaining B-36s in Fort Worth, and I thought that this kit, finely-detailed and in a custom-built display case,
would make a great gift for him.  Being a technical writer by trade, I am a fairly detail-oriented kind of
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person, and I foolishly believed that I could do a sufficiently good job building this kit to provide my friend
with a keepsake of all his hard work on this classic warbird.  I intended to start this project out right.  In a 
dizzying few hours at the one local hobby shop in Fort Worth that carries a relatively full line of supplies, I
made my credit cards groan as I purchased a good Badger airbrush and compressor, knives, sanding film,
paints, liquid mask, Metalizer colors, thinner, all the tools of the trade.  Since the B-36 had a  bare-metal 
finish,  I did my due diligence and researched the experience of other hobbyists on the Internet as how best
to apply that finish to the kit, deciding that Bare Metal film would look too toy-like and that Testors Metalizer
was the way to go.  Along the way, I discovered how Post-It notes can be used to mask Metalizer finishes
without destroying them in order to overlay new color, and found that Future floor wax makes a great decal
seal.  For the first week or so, work on the project went pretty well.  I worked on the kit in my hobby room at 
night and on the weekends.  Stuff went together pretty much as planned, and I did more research on
downloading decal patterns to make the bird a 1950s SAC-era bomber.  I painted bombs, sealed join
lines inside the bomb bay and on the fuselage and wings, adzed and sealed seams, and super-detailed
the flight engineer's and pilot's stations in the cockpit (my friend was a FE on a B-36). I even ordered a
painting mask kit (two, actually, at 8 bucks a pop, in case I screwed one of them up) that would let me mask
off and airbrush the kit's greenhouse canopy and nose, as well as the tires.  The trouble started when I got
to the point where I had to start painting the fuselage and wings.  From the research I had done, I had heard
that the stock Testors Metalizer sealer discolored the alumimum Metalizer color to the point where it looks
almost gray, so I decided to apply aluminum Metalizer on both wings, seal them with Future so I could
overlay them with Testors Model Master chrome silver enamel and Metalizer aluminum plate later, after
letting everything dry for one calendar week.  Bad idea - the Post-It notes I used to mask the sealed 
Metalizer left their adhesive in the Future coat, and nothing I tried would remove it or I destroyed the
Metalizer coat trying to get the adhesive off.  Strike one. After stripping the Future, Metalizer, and paint
from both wings, I decided to put a base coat of chrome silver on the wings first, which can supposedly be
masked without pulling up color when you remove the mask, then overspray alumimum and aluminum plate
Metalizer over it.  The silver went on the wings fine and dust-free.  Then, after letting the silver base coat dry
for one calendar week, I used Post-It notes to mask the silver and prepare for the Metalizer coat.  Well, 
guess what?  Again, the Post-It notes left their gummy adhesive on the silver paint, and the base coat was
again ruined.  After remasking and repainting the silver portions, the old adhesive could still be seen
through the new silver color.  I ended up stripping all of the paint off of both wings again and prepared them
for another painting attempt.  Strike two. Third attempt on the wings - I again applied a silver base coat to
the wings and let them dry for a week, then used a special low- adhesive masking tape the hobby shop
carried to mask them and apply the Metalizer, then applied Future to seal everything.  Success this time - 
only one small spot where the adhesive pulled up some of the silver, and I easily masked and resprayed
that.  Finally, I had a good sealed silver base coat and aluminum Metalizer applied on both wings, and was
ready to apply the final "blocking" of aluminum plate Metalizer to the tops of both wings before sealing the
whole thing and declaring victory.  Naturally, this low-adhesive masking tape I applied (which I first carefully
applied to a piece of glass before putting it on the model to get rid of any excess stickum) pulled up the
Future, silver color, and Metalizer colors, ruining both wings again.  Strike three.  I decided at this point to
concentrate on the fuselage, hoping that I could discover some way to mask and paint the wings later.  The 
base Metalizer coat went on fine on the fuselage - no join lines visible, everything sealed up perfectly.  I 
finally had a component of the bird that had Metalizer and silver overlay in the proper proportions,
everything looked great!  I put the fuselage on the bench, turned on the ventilator, and loaded Metalizer
sealer into the airbrush so I could seal the whole thing.  At this point, I didn't give a damn if the sealer
discolored the bare metal finish or not ...
To make a long story short, not only did the sealer discolor the finish, it also ran, melting the
previously-applied Metalizer and silver on the fuselage.  You can't see the sealer being applied to the
surface, so there was no way I could tell I was (apparently) using too much sealer.  There were isolated 
pools of undried sealer, Metalizer color, and silver color dripping off the side of the fuselage like some sort
of obscene perspiration or Calder mobile from hell.  When the sealer dried, the runny colors remained,
looking much like a tie-dyed T-shirt. Scratch one fuselage.
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Epilogue:
There are two large, empty trash cans in my garage.  One of them is now full of model parts, paints, Badger
airbrush, old dropcloths, and sprue.  The fuselage is broken in half, curiously almost at the exact spot where
the worst of the color running occurred, and my left knee has a new bruise.  Both wings are also in this trash 
can, both containing large gaping holes placed there by a claw hammer that was lying around.  None of the 
airbrush color jars survived either - a
hammer can be a useful thing to have. Today, I plan to clean up the mess in the hobby room then mow the
yard.  If it doesn't rain, I'll vacuum out the car.
 
MOTOR SPORTS, MODELS AND CHICAGO:A Rich Heritage
by Tim Leicht, reprinted from the program of the 2001 IPMS/USA National Convention in Chicago, IL. 
Courtesy IPMS GTR Newsletter

Welcome, Automotive modelers to CHICAGO, the Windy City, home of a rich heritage of automotive
history. Over the years Chicago has been the home of some successful and not so successful cars, tracks,
drivers, and teams that, over the course of time have influenced motor sports and, just as well, automotive
modeling. I take great pleasure in sharing with you some of my favorite hometown boys that made good.

IN THE BEGINNING
What is the OLDEST race or first race in automotive history? You probably think it’s the INDY 500! Well,
guess what! In 1895, in the Times Herald race was held in Chicago on Thanksgiving Day. J. Frank Duryea
won it traveling 54 miles at an average at a whopping 7.5 miles an hour and was the first entrant in ANY car
race that had a car finish! May not mean much, but it was the beginning of the passion men (and women)
have had for pushing the envelope in their quest for the need for speed, and the ultimate prize, to go faster,
better than anyone else in a competition of automobiles. This was just the beginning of many automotive
competitors that were born here, lived here, or built their cars here over the years.  While New York was the
first American Auto Show to be held in 1900, where the American manufacturers showcased their new
wares, Chicago is considered the HALLMARK of Auto Shows for Detroit, started in 1901 and has the
reputation as the BIGGEST Auto Show in the country and the one with the most new release
announcements every year over its entire history. Did you know that more cars are sold in the Chicago
area than anywhere else in the United States? They don't call this the rust belt for nothing.  Chicago has 
become a huge consumer of Detroit iron, and developed a large cadre of local racers, hot rodders, and
car junkies that today, is one of the largest in America. California has its share, but even many of them hail
from the Chicago area.  This city is even home to some automotive manufacturers as well, like Ford Motor
Company, whose Torrance Avenue plant has been in operation for many years, and today still produces
Taurus cars. Belvedere, northwest of the city, next to Rockford, has been the home of some of Chryslers
vehicles, starting with the Dodge Omni and Plymouth Horizon. Today it is producing Neons. One most
notable manufacturer, Tucker Automobiles, built his cars here in Chicago. This automotive maverick
bought a plant for pennies on the dollar from the US government, and produced a whopping 51 cars,
before being shut by the Securities and Exchange Commission for fraud, thought by many to be contrived
by the big three in Detroit. Hard to believe that there was a clay shortage for prototype sculpturing at this
period of history This car was powered by a helicopter engine, also a refugee from the war, but seen by
Tucker to be the wave of the future in engine design. Have you looked under the hood of a Subaru lately? 
Over the years, Chicago has developed into a key market for automotive manufacturers and in turn, has
produced some racing teams and drivers that have been written into the history books. Model companies,
in turn, have produced many replicas of some of the more famous ones. 

ROAD RACING
Sports car racing became quite popular in the 1950s and 60s. Chicago was home to many teams,
sponsored usually by local auto dealerships, or private businesses. Along with the cars, there were two
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prominent racetracks in the area, helping to let the sport grow. Meadowdale Raceway, in Carpentersville,
IL. A suburb of Chicago, had a short lived career, but hosted some of most prominent cars of the time,
including the Scarabs of Augie Pabst, called the Meister Brausers, and the Cooper Climax of Roger
Penske, an aspiring new road racer. This area was also host to some of the best races in history including
the Trans Am series in 1968. I was fortunate to attend that race, during one the most exciting times in
American Road Racing, seeing the likes of Mark Donahue, George Follmer, Sam Posey, Dan Gurney,
Parnelli Jones, and others; run around the course. From that moment on, I was enthralled with road racing. 
Road America, one of the most famous racetracks in the US, is just north of Chicago in Elkhart Lake Wis.
Large numbers of drivers and constructors from Chicago have started their careers at this beautiful facility.
This track was home to the Trans Am series, the Can Am series, and the SCCA June Sprints. To this day
it hosts the annual Chicago Historic races, featuring these very cars every year. The best part though is the
parking lot. Every sports car nut in the area shows up with his/her pride and joy for the event, and you just
cannot imagine what you will find. It is well worth the trip.  Many of these racecars were built here in
Chicago. Some of the more notable were the Trans Am Javelins, built by Ronny Kaplan Engineering in Elk
Grove, and the McKee sports cars, from Bob McKee in Palatine, IL. While not built here, Carl Haas
Imports, now located in Lincolnshire, IL. became the sole US distributor of Lola race cars. These included
formula Fords, sport 2000 racers, formula 5000, and Indy cars. Today Lola is coming back as a
Constructor in, of all places, LeMans.  Many of the cars of this era were done as kits. Gunze Sangyo of
Japan has produced numerous Alfas, Triumphs, Lotus, and others, as well as Tamiya. Johan produced a
Javelin Trans Am kit, a highly collectible piece. Monogram makes numerous Chevies, Fords, Mopars, and
other muscle cars that can be converted to road racers, using graphics from none other than Fred Cady, a
Chicago area decal maker from Mt. Prospect, IL. noted not only for his race car graphics, but his replica
stock sheets as well, and Scale Designs, from Wood Dale, IL, maker of road race graphics and trans kits.
Along with the resin cast racecar kits in 1/24 and 1/43 scales, there is a huge selection of replicas that can
be built to duplicate a famous Chicago area racecar from the time.

INDY CARS
Open wheel racing also has strong roots in Chicago. While only recently has there been a true oval
racetrack built here in Chicago, the Chicago Motor Speedway, the city has produced some of the most
famous open wheel racecar owners and builders, and even some drivers!  Andy Granatelli, along with 
brother Vince, started racing stock cars in, of all places, Soldier Field in Chicago, the current home of the
Chicago Bears! Yes, in the 1950s and 60s they actually had stock car races there. Andy started the
famous STP Corporation, changed the face of America with his STP logos everywhere, including his pit
crews wild STP uniforms and his day-glow orange race cars, and went Indycar racing in the 60s and 70s.
His first successful Indycar effort was the NOVI STP Special, in 1964. By 1967, after sponsoring the Lotus
cars driven by drivers like Jim Clark and Graham Hill, came the "Silent Sam" turbine car, that came oh so
close to winning the race when a gearbox bearing failed with three laps to go. Parnelli Jones, the driver
was quoted as saying when he passed Mario Andretti on the first lap, Mario flipped him off! The next year
another turbine car, built by Colin Chapman, a four-wheel drive wedge shaped vehicle, took the pole but
was again plagued with mechanical failure. But, in 1969, running a Brawner Hawk racecar with Mario
Andretti as the driver, he won the race. His famous victory lane kiss on Mario is a classic.  While Andy is 
probably the most notable, there are other famous Indy names from the Chicago area. The Forsythe
brothers, owners of Indeck Industries in Wheeling currently run the Players Indy team, home to such drivers
as the late Greg Moore. They were however the power behind Interscope Racing for many years as well,
with drivers like Danny Ongais piloting their cars.  Another name from Chicago in Indy racing is Carl Haas, 
owner of Newman Haas racing, currently in Lincolnshire, IL. The importer of Lola Cars in North America,
Carl Haas has been involved in racing for many years. He is also one of the original board members of the
SCCA. Always a shrewd judge of talent, Carl has had Mario, Michael Andretti, and F1 champ Nigel
Mansell as some of his drivers. 
One other local business involved in Indycar racing for many years in the 1980s was Cotter and Co., the
True Value hardware store chain based in Chicago. Their team was led by the legendary George Bignotti,
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but had mediocre success with their cars.  Over the years there have been numerous Indycar kits from both
Ertl and Monogram/Revell, and even Tamiya. While generic in design, the original kits made good shelf
models. The current kits from Monogram/Revell have been well received by modelers, and have been
improved and updated considerably, to build the most current cars with reasonable details. Like everything
else in open wheel racing, whats good today, may not be OK tomorrow, so its very hard to kit a subject that
already is different from it was first conceived With a large number of aftermarket graphics available from
Fred Cady , Ricambi, Gearhead Graphics, and others. Some of the more classic cars, like the 1967
turbine can be had from resin casters like Bill Jorgenson, Lance Sellers, and Etzl Speed Classics. Etzl
makes some great kits of the Millers, and other vintage Indycars.

NASCAR RACING
While not exactly the Mecca of stock car racing, Chicago has played a small part in a somewhat big way in
stock car racing. Two of the most famous cars and drivers hailed from the Windy City.  Waukegan based 
Mercury Marine burst on the Nascar scene in 1955 with the all new hemi powered Chrysler 300, chosen for
its high output engine. Carl Kiekhaefer, president of Mercury Marine, felt that sponsoring winning racecars
was the quickest way to increased sales for his company. Gee, where have you heard that before? The
corporate slogan these days is Win on Sunday, sell on Monday! Tim Flock snared a championship in 1956
with this car, and the legendary Buck Baker was another of the teams drivers.  One other most notable
Chicago area resident was the famous Fearless Freddy Lorenzen. Hired by Holman/Moody in the early
1960s, he was one of the most successful drivers in NASCAR history. His ‘65 Ford Galaxy won the
Daytona 500 and was noted for its unusual rear steer suspension. He still resides in the Chicago area
today.  Model wise, there is only one spot for NASCAR models in large quantities and that is Chicago
area’s own Revell/Monogram of Morton Grove. They have kitted hundreds of thousands of NASCAR kits
over the years. Aftermarket graphics are in abundance as well, from companies like Slixx, BSR replicas,
Fred Cady, and others too numerous to list. Model Car World and others also make paints mixed to exact
team colors as well. There are also numerous resin casters that make specific body conversions and
engine and chassis pieces to detail out a stock car that is complete down to the last nut and bolt. The
choices are endless! 

DRAG RACING
Drag Racing has been popular in Chicago for years! I myself, along with road racing Formula Fords for
years, was a one-time drag racer, campaigning an E/MP Plymouth Duster in the 1970s. Chicago is home
to numerous teams, suppliers, painters, etc. That has had a huge influence on the sport.  Back in the 60s 
and 70s if you went to the strip, the Funny Cars were kings of the sport. Cars like the Chi-town Hustler, the
Stardust Barracuda, Mr. Norms Charger, and many others, had all or part of their origins here in Chicago.
Mr. Norm (Norm Kraus) had the biggest Mopar dealership around on Grand Avenue in Chicago. If you
wanted the latest iron from Dodge, there was no place else to go. Nickey Chevrolet, on the North Side,
campaigned many a winning Camaro, along with a road race version as well, in the Trans Am series Gary
Dyer, owner of Dyers blower service, was a funny car driver and sold blower units to many dragster and
funny car teams of the era. The Chi-Town Hustler had a crew chief named Austin Coil, who today is still
around maintaining John Force's fleet of funny cars. And, if you ran a car back then, chances were the wild
candy, pearl, lace, cobwebbed finish was done by Dave Puhl's house of customs, or Dick Scully, both who
had shops here in the Chicago area. I had dinner with Mr. Scully and Arnie Beswick a few months ago, and
Dick had just finished painting Arnies 1969 GTO The Judge paint scheme to its original finish. He still
paints custom cars to order today.  Speed merchants were plentiful in Chicago with places like Grand
Automotive and Motor Sport Research around. Both shops campaigned cars of their own as well, won
many races around the country, and kept hundreds of racers on the track, supplying them with the latest
hardware available.  Today there are many choices of dragsters, funny cars, pro stocks, and street racers
available to modelers thanks to Revell/Monogram, Polar Lights, and Ertl. Revell/Monogram has sponsored
numerous drag cars over the years and has been producing dragsters for years. While criticized by some
for inaccuracies, Polar Lights is producing some great funny car kits today, the nice part being the extra
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sets of wheels in the box. Slixx decals make hundreds of graphics for dragsters, and there are hundreds of
aftermarket resin casters making engines, bodies, whole kits, etc, such as Mortenson engineering and
others. Like stock cars, the choices are endless. 

So the next time you want to build a racing replica, think of Chicago, or even better, think of a racer, team,
or car that hails from your hometown. Nothing would look better on your shelf than a replica of a local hero
in automotive motor sports. I know I have my share of Chicago area replicas and it gives me a lot of pride
to build and display them. I hope this little piece of history was enjoyable to you, and have a great time here
the Windy City, Chicago!
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July 2003 Newsletter
of the Quad-City Scale Modeler Society
 
Meeting Minutes:
The June meeting was our annual club barbecue.  This was probably the last “Alpha Strike” as Randy is putting his house up
for sale and may be moving to beautiful down town New Windsor.  Once again thanks to Randy and Kathy for hosting the
barbecue.  Next months meeting is supposed to be the club photo shoot, but we may have to delay it to August.  So, in order 
to make it worthwhile to drag your models in anyway, we will also have a club contest.  We haven’t done one of those in a
while.  We will also hopefully have a report on the 2003 Nationals in OKC from Randy.  Marc Brzezicki reports that there
were 511 entrants and 1,504 models entered.  The approximate breakout was 535 airplane entries, of which 105 where 1/48
single engine.  There were 233 armor, 220 auto, 102 figures, 84, ships, 43 scifi, 117 juniors, 10 dinosaurs, 18 real space, 14
misc, and 60 various dioramas.  Orange county was Chapter of the Year as well as Web Site of the year. The Oregon
Scribe won Best Newsletter.  Steve Hustad won Best Aircraft, Kelly Quirk won Best Ship, Mike McFadden won Most
Popular and there was 1/16th scale car that won Best of Show  This was by Mark Jones of IPMS Spruce Goose. The car
was a Lotus Chatternam 7.  Atlanta was selected as the site of the 2005 National and our very own Jack “who loves ya”
Bruno was selected as the best Regional Coordinator.  I just heard that club member Ron Thorne will be going in for bypass
surgery here in the next few weeks, please keep him and April in your thoughts.  That’s about all I have for now.  There is a
lot of Region V info in Jack’s column below.  See ya in July.    
 
A Tale of Two Cities:

My wife and I celebrated our 18th wedding anniversary by visiting Madison, Wisconsin last week.  Not only is this a nice
romantic place to visit, but there’s some cool model related stuff there too.  Consider it icing on the cake.  The main drag 
between the State Capitol and the campus of the University of Wisconsin is called State Street.  It’s a pedestrian zone. 
There are about five used book stores along the street.  I’ve found some interesting books there.  One had nearly a complete
collection of the old series on various aircraft manufacturers.  All reasonably priced.  The best stop on the street is the 
Wisconsin Veterans museum on Capitol square.  An excellent collection with some life size diorama’s including Stuarts,
Huey’s and some interesting aircraft hanging from the ceiling.  There’s a 16” shell from the USS Wisconsin and a very good
book store and gift shop.  The piece de resistance is The Last Square on Odana road on the southwest side.  This is a
combination military bookstore and wargame Valhalla.  They have a good magazine section, old uniforms, military prints and
a very nice book section.  If you are looking for some hard to find paints, this is the place to look.  They usually have a
wargame going on in back.  They don’t sell models.  They may have a really good hobby shop in town, but I don’t know
where it is.  The only one I visited was in Westtown Mall and it had a reasonable selection, but some truly awful prices.  I 
wanted to check out the local hobby shops, but I must leave it to another trip.  After all, this was an anniversary trip, and I do
want to stay married for a few more years, at least, so I didn’t push my luck.  The second city visited was Rockford Illinois, 
on the way back from Madison.  Deciding to bypass I-39/90 on the way back, we went through town and stopped at Royal
Hobby on East State Street.  Guys, this is worth a road trip.  It’s about a one and a half hour drive.  They have the best small
scale armor collection I’ve seen in the state and a good selection of other models as well as books and magazines.  They 
have a large 50% off shelf with lots of good stuff as well.  I didn’t have a chance to check out the whole store, for the
reasons mentioned above, but I plan to go back soon.    

 
The Dates:
July 12:  Chapter meeting.  Club photo shoot or club contest. 
August 9: Chapter meeting. Club photo shoot make up day.
September 6:  IPMS Will-Cook, “The Show IX”.  Millennium/James Hart School Cafeteria, 18211 Aberdeen Street,
Homewood, IL.  Contact: Ed Mate
815-478-4412, obviouschoice@juno.com or Steve Stohr for Tables, NAHOBBIES@aol.com.
September 13:  Chapter meeting.
September 26-27”  IPMS Region V convention. Hosted by IPMS/TCAH.  Thunderbird Hotel & Convention Center,
Bloomington, MN.  Next to the MALL OF AMERICA.  Info: Steve Hustad, 612-349-3566 day 952-949-2119 evenings
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October 11:  Chapter meeting.
November 8:  Chapter meeting.  IPMS Butch O’Hare.  Details to follow.
December 13:  Chapter Christmas party and gift exchange.
March 27 2004:  IPMS Quad Cities Show.
 

News from Region V:
Recommendations to the Executive Board of IPMS/USA Regarding the Society’s Journal www.ipmsusa.org.  Check it out.
You can also see the June E-Board Meeting Minutes. Love Ya and talk to you soon!  The IPMS/USA Websight
(www.ipmsusa.org) has been updated with more reviews. If ya look, you may even see a few of mine!!! Check it out, and
above all, VOTE for the new amendments while you are there (if you have not already).  Show season in Region 5 will be
picking up with several Shows starting in September.  I'm looking forward to seeing a few of you at the Region 5
Convention. But, just a reminder, start getting your Show Dates for next year to me ASAP. You know how the calendar fills
up!  While I'm on the SHOW Subject, there are a few gigs listed that I'm waiting for more information to.  PLEASE send
that to me ASAP.  In addition, send your Chapter flyer to the JOURNAL for your free 1/4 page add.  All right, I need 
Bidders for the 2005 Region 5 Convention by April 1, 2004.  Or else.  Tons of new kits are coming out and I'm even building
again!!!! Ain't life grand!!! Ed Kinney did a masterful job on the 1/32 F-18 Hornet and I promise you, there will be more
FIRSTS for IPMS soon as far as new kits/builds go. SUPPORT your Local Shop and remember to promote a little IPMS
here and there!!! I'll love ya for it!!!  There are 154 different posters on the IPMS Forum. I'm glad to see that number
starting to go up. PLEASE sign in and leave your thoughts/comments and Contest news in the appropriate listing. Always
looking forward to meeting new buddies!!!  Bids for the 2005 Region 5 Convention should be in your minds soon. Start
making your plans now. Your bid is due to me on or before April 1, 2004.  Good Luck and let’s get some new players!!!! 
I'm in the process of making plans for the Region 5 Convention this September and I want to get started on an agenda for
the Friday Night Meeting. Topics that will be discussed will be the latest craze....Should we go to IPMS/USA Categories and
rules for our Convention?........Should we have IPMS/National Convention Judges organize a Judges Pool for
Regionals?.......in other words, do you want to convert the Regional as we know it, and turn it into a mini-National? Due to
the fact that we've only had one bidder the last 4 tries, should I just appoint a Chapter to Host the Convention? Ditto on the
Chapter of the Year? How do we increase IPMS/USA Membership inside the Chapters? I'm sure you already know where
I stand on these subjects, but it's not Bruno's Empire :)  Your input last Fall was very supportive and I just want to bury this
and pound a stake in it's heart.  Please get input from your Chapter Members and give me your feedback so I can get a list
together for the Meeting.  If Glen Broman is there (IPMS/E-Board) we may get the latest from the Board and IPMS. We
will stick to the topics because I know you wanna SHOP/EAT/DRINK to your hearts content. With the Mall of America
next door, I'll have a hard time keeping track of the wife!!!!  Hello Rockers...............I thought I would clue you in to the
People that will be running for Office this coming Summer/Fall.  The INCUMBANTS are the first name listed. The
following is from President Dave:
Hi Everyone:  I thought I would post the full slate for the IPMS officer election coming out this summer:
President:
Dave Morrissette  - Rusty White
1st VP:
John Noack  - Wayne Walrond
2nd VP:
Ron Bell - John Vanek
Sec:
Jim Bates -James Woody
Historian and Pubs Director:
Mark Gustavson- unopposed
Director of Local Chapters:
Jack Kennedy - Frank Ciccarella
Full Bio's of the parties involved will be posted on the websight and listed in the JOURNAL in the coming weeks. There you
have it and PLEASE VOTE!!!!!!!!
VOTE  VOTE  VOTE  VOTE  VOTE..........who loves ya?
Jack Bruno
IPMS #25313
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Region 5 Coordinator
IPMS/USA

 
FIRST LOOK: Tamiya BMW 320i Racing Reissue
Kit Subject: BMW 320i Racing
Manufacturer: Tamiya
Kit Number: 24002 Scale: 1/24 
Reviewed by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy IPMS GTR
This kit is a reissue of one of Tamiya’s earliest sports car models. On the inner roof is engraved the year 1977. Packaging is
classic Tamiya, with beautiful box art and bagged sprues. The instructions instruction booklet is 8 large pages. Showing its
vintage, the instructions advertise other contemporary Tamiya kits like the Lotus 78 F1 car, a Lancia Stratos and a Porsche
935 Turbo.  This subject is the BMW Group 5 race car that was campaigned in Europe beginning in 1977. The cars ran in
several series, against competitors like the Ford Zakspeed Escorts and Porsche 935. The kit markings are for the German
Racing Championship, where it was driven by drivers like Eddie Cheever, Manfred Winkelhock and the great Hans Stuck.
The paint scheme is all white with the red and blue areas being decals.  Typical of Japanese kit design of the era, the kit was
engineered around an electric motor (not included this time around, although the gear to drive the rear wheels is molded onto
the rear axle). Since it is an action toy it is meant to stay together despite heavy use. So many details are molded in or
simplified to increase sturdiness. Such as the molded on wipers and chrome headlights (without clear lenses).  However, this
is almost a full detail kit. Unusual for Tamiya kits of this genre, there is a full engine consisting of 18 pieces (molded in gray
plastic) under a removable hood. The interior is complete, with racing seat, console and roll cage. A driver figure is included. 
Again because of its motorized design, the chassis and suspension are simple. There is a metal axle in the rear; the front
suspension utilizes spindles and a tie rod with working steering. The chrome wheels are disappointing by today’s standards,
although by running some black paint over the BBS style spokes you can highlight the detail. The tires are typical Tamiya
soft rubber with molded on Goodyear sidewall lettering.  The body is one piece with the previously mentioned separate hood.
Molded in white, there are separate roof and rear deck wings. The front grille insert is black plastic (as are the chassis and
interior parts).  In summary this is a welcome reissue of an interesting race car. Compared to kits with new tooling it is
somewhat crude due to its age and simplified motorized design, but it can build into a decent shelf model.  And for those after
a more detailed version, Studio 27 has issued a photo etch detail set to correct many shortcomings of the kit, and three decal
sheets. I have some on order, watch for a review in a future issue.
 
Book Review -- The Great Book of Tanks by David Miller
By Cookie Sewll, Courtesy AMPS
Book Review: The Great Book of Tanks: The world's most important tanks from World War I to the present day (soft
covers with flyleaf flaps) by David Miller; Salamander Books, London, 2003; 512 pp. Price $24.98 US (ISBN
1-84065-539-9)
Advantages: Great selection of pictures, many fresh or presented in large format making them super for modeling.
Disadvantages: So-so text with many errors; many, many mistaken identification errors in photos, some minor, some major
and inexcusable; lame paintings look to be recycled from old Salamander books.
Rating: Recommended with Reservations.
Recommendation: for hard-core modelers or armor fans only.
The best thing for many of us in recent years is the fact that all major national archives – with the exception of China – are
open to researchers and analysts, and as a result a wealth of new material has poured out onto the market on many subjects
of interest to modelers. This book appears to be another one, as it is a real treasure trove of clear, large size photos (the book
itself is 9" x 12" (227 x 305mm) and well rendered.  The subject of the book is armor, and after a 40 page background on the
history of the tank, the author presents 100 tanks in chronological order which he sees as the most important and most
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deserving of chronicling. Each subject rates from 2 to 12 pages of text and photos, but in some cases the subjects are
ill-served.   T-62, for example, rates two pages and a poor water-color painting (as does Leopard 1) whereas M60A2 gets 8
pages and color photos to boot. Likewise, some early British tanks such as A11 Matilda and A9 Cruiser rate coverage out of
proportion to their effect on the development of the tank.  But what is really puzzling are the errors in the text and photos.
Mr. Miller is noted on  the end flyleaf as having been a British Army officer with extensive service in Europe, an IDR staff
journalist and an editor of Jane's Major Surface Warships, but one would be hard pressed to tell that from the goofs and
flubs. These are not just "typos" not caught in editing, but real off-the-beam blunders.  They start on the cover: the author 
identifies the head-on shot on the front as an M60A1; it is not, being clearly (since it is head-on, no opportunity for mistakes)
an M48A5 with T142 track.  Some of the text errors show poor research and knowledge of the prototypes.  Under the KV
series tanks, Mr. Miller notes that 13,500 heavy tanks and SP guns were build during WWII. The actual numbers are around
4,771 KV-1/KV-2/KV-1S/KV-8/KV-85 tanks and over 600 SU-152 guns. The rest of the tanks were all IS-1/IS-2 or
ISU-122/ISU-152 types, which were on a completely different chassis. This is readily available information, so he should
have separated it out rather than glossing over the tank. AMX-13, on the other hand, is noted as carrying a standard 90mm
gun. Most information indicates that the AMX-13s were upgraded to this after their KwK 42 based 75mm guns were no
longer felt capable of standing on the modern battlefield, but I have no references which say that was the standard weapon.
AMX-30B2 is covered, but it rates two pages and all they doe is basically cover AMX-30, not the B2 variant, which merits
one paragraph. This tank did see combat (in Desert Storm) unlike others, so again the coverage is erratic.  But it is in the
photos that most of the errors come out. Most egregious of the ones I saw was what happened to M41. The first picture –
cited as M41 in combat in Korea 1952 – is actually an M46, not M41. The next photo is that of an M24(citing the bow gun as
a feature of M41 to make matters worse);  after that, the author does get them right. T-54/T-55 fare a bit better: the photos
there are (in order) T-55 Model 1958; T-55 Model 1958; T-62 Model 1966; T-55 Model 1970; T-54A or Type 59; T-55
Model 1970; T-54A or Type 59; Israeli Tiran; T-62 Model 1966; T-55AM Model 1970; T-55 Model 1958. Now ignoring the
specific identification given here, nearly all are called "T-55" in text less the Israeli tank.  The list goes on: M3 Stuart – page
226-7, M3 not M3A1; page 230-231, M2A4not M3; page 231, M5 not M3; M3 Lee-Grant – page 238, M3 Lee as modified
by the Australians with no cupola and driver's viewer (sometimes called Grant VI by some sources) not M3 Grant; M4
Sherman, all listed as M4 regardless of sub-variant; Panther, all listed as Panther regardless of sub-variant; M48 – page 375,
M60 with Blazer not M48 with Blazer; T-72, paintings look like they date to 1975 or so and are very poor; all photos are of
T-72 Model 1972 tanks; Merkava – page 468-469, what appears to be the prototype; M-1 Abrams – page 478-479, a
painting of a developmental tank, not "an early model M-1"; only one photo separates M-1A1 from M-1s even though photos
tend to alternate.  Likewise, some of the omissions seem odd. T-80 – a turbine powered vehicle which shocked NATO and
has seen combat, does not make the book. Likewise, some tanks which were more instrumental in either changing policy and
tactics or showed more stretch than others get shoved into one segment whereas two would have been better, e.g. M4
Sherman 75mm and 76mm, Pzkw. IV short 7.5 cm and long 7.5. cm; T-34 with 76mm guns and T-34-85; Pzkw. III with 3.7
cm and short 5 cm and later with long 5 cm; Centurion in UK service and Centurion in foreign service. The possibilities are
endless, but given the extraordinary amount of coverage some backwater vehicles get and the scrimping on others which did
see combat and had an effect on the development of tanks is puzzling.   The book is worth it just for the photos – for those
not aware of it, three good photos from the Tank Museum or IWM Archives in the UK can set you back the retail price of
this book. For those of us in the US, it seems to be making the rounds of the "warehouse club" type stores. I picked this copy
up in Sam's Club for just $11.94 making it a real bargain. As to why, case in point: a clear shot of a 10th Cavalry M551
Sheridan firing a Shillelagh missile. The photo has been around for a while, but the reproduction here is crystal clear and for
once the markings can be clearly seen. There is a silhouette of a buffalo in the red/white colors of US cavalry guideons on
the rear of the tank, and as it is a 3/4 front shot, all of the vehicle's tac markings can also be read clearly. (Now to hope for a
new styrene M551 kit!)  Overall, this is a great book for the serious modeler who has good research knowledge and is only
looking for markings or finishes. For the newcomer to armor history or modeling, it is a very confusing book and will cause
more frustration than it will cure. If you consider that when buying it, it's not bad. 
 
A TALE OF TWO TAILS, or building Fujimis LeMans Dome kit
Kit Subject: Dome Zero Racing LeMans
Manufacturer: Fujimi
Kit #: 08242 Scale: 1/24 
by Doug Fisher, courtesy IPMS GTR
First a disclaimer - this story does not have a happy ending. I was taking my kids to a local hobby store to spend their hard
earned their Christmas money. The Gundam line of snap together models seemed to be the most popular item. While I was
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wandering around the shop, I spied a small section that had cars. One of the models was of the Dome LeMans car by
Fujimi. I had never seen the car before and it had the weirdest back end. After passing the car a few times, I decided to pick
it up.  Opening up the box showed the normal spread of parts, great decals and really nice tires and wheels. The cockpit is
open and has the weirdest roof. There is not windshield and there must be a hell of a wind tunnel in the car at speed.  The
engine builds up from seven pieces into a very Tamiya like motor. I was not very impressed, however, with the way the
exhaust pipes built up. The four individual pipes and the collector must be glued together and oriented properly for the next
four steps. Unfortunately to do this right you need several arms and even more fingers. I really do like the way the individual
pipes look vs. the typical Tamiya single or two-step pieces. The problem is the orientation of the pipes is critical in future
steps and there is no reference point for the orientation. I had to break the pieces once to get them to a fairly decent look.  A
bonus is that the engine comes with plastic tubing for the ignition wires and coolant hoses. As an out of the box entry this
really separates the car from the run of the mill out of the box entry. The remaining engine bay went together very nicely and
looks great when finished.  I chose to use for the first time the new line of Tamiya aerosol paints. Unfortunately, I confused
Racing White with white for a racing car. Racing White is an off white color that really looks poor. So back to Als and some
real white. The paint goes on really well and looks great after curing. I just took out the obvious blemishes with a sanding
stick and polished the entire body with Finest by 3M. The result was stunning for the limited amount of work. Being limited
on time, I will be using the Tamiya sprays exclusively from now on.  The decaling went unbelievably well. There were
several decals that had to bend 180 degrees and a compound curve. I looked at the decals and went no way is this going to
be pretty. Armed with every setting solution and my trusty hair dryer, I went to work. The decals went on without any
coaxing of setting solution, just a slight blast of the hair dryer. The color scheme makes for a very attractive car.  TIP:  I
have turned several modelers on to the use of a hair dryer. To prevent from melting or deforming parts with a hair dryer,
hold the part so the air from the dryer hits your hand. If it is too hot to hold the part, the heat will deform plastic. Remember
it takes only a few seconds to deform some parts - I have several.  I had just finished putting the last few decals on at the
end of the night and sat admiring the look of the car. As I was putting everything away I brushed the overhead lamp to one
site and it came crashing down on the car sitting on the bench breaking the rear bodywork of the car into 9 pieces. I just sat
there and stared. I am now much better after my therapy. Methinks that I will use some of my duck tape bare metal foil and
patch up the rear as if the car had had a shunt in a race. This may allow me to salvage the work put into the car.  See I told 
you that this did not have a happy ending. 
 
Review - DML Hummel (Initial Production)
By Cookie Sewll, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: DML 1/35 Scale ‘39-‘45 Series No. 6150; Sd.Kfz. 166 Hummel (Initial Version);  736 parts (729 in grey 
stryene, 7 in etched metal); price not given but most likely $33-39.
Advantages: Nice, new moldings of an old favorite; crew set included; lots of leftover Nashorn parts for the spares box.
Disadvantages: Very complex kit may discourage some modelers.
Rating: Highly Recommended.
Recommendation: for all German and "Redleg" fans.
F I R S T   L O O K:
As was not surprising from the parts breakdown in the two new Dragon Hornisse/Nashorn kits, now they have offered up
the first of probably two new
Hummel kits as well. While the number of parts sounds intimidating, keep in mind a good number of them are from the
earlier two kits and not used, and this kit also includes the formerly out-of-production Kit 6016, German SP Gun Crew
with its four figures in winter uniforms.  For those keeping score on the DML "Mix ‘n' Match" list, the kit comes with the
following old/common sprues: A, B, E, G, H, and Q, and new sprues F, N, and O. The latter include what appears to be a
new FH 18 gun and all of the bits which make the Hummel unique. Again, the new hull is more complex and more accurate
than the previous model and all of the parts and vents line up on the new moldings.   The directions are the new full-color
photographs which are an improvement on the old black and white drawings. In them, however, the kit is completely painted
so some details may be hard to see.   As is now normal, the tracks are single-link which are best assembled before installing
the top of the hull and the fenders, as even with the new and improved moldings the fender/track clearance is tight.  The gun 
comes with a total of four loose projectiles but no charges; the projos are either full caliber or one fitted with sabot-like
driving rings.  The figures are older moldings, but still hold up well even though the poses are not as well animated as newer
sets. Still, they are included WITH the kit, which is becoming much more of a rarity than it was 20-25 years ago. The only
etched metal bit needed is the over-the-head band for the commander's headsets. A takeout sheet of the original Ron
Volstad artwork is provided by way of directions.  The model has two finishes and sets of markings proffered: an unknown
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unit in straight Panzerbraun, or one from the 9th SS Panzerdivison "Hohenstaufen" in a three-color scheme.   Overall, this is
a much better kit than the one released nine years ago, and corrects many of the complaints about the original.  Thanks to
Freddie Leung for the review sample.

 

Paint Information:
Guys, here is a list of paint names and FS numbers that I had on an old disk.  Thought you might find them useful.

Brown Special FS 30140 
Dark Ghost Gray FS 36320 
Light Ghost Gray FS 36275 
Dark Gull Gray FS 36231 
Light Gull Gray FS 36440 
Gunship Gray FS 36118 
Neutral Gray FS 36270 
Tan Special FS 30400 
Dark Green FS 34079 
Gray FS 36622 
Green FS 334102 
Tan FS 30219 
NATO Tricolor Black FS 37039 
NATO Tricolor Brown FS 30051 
NATO Tricolor Green FS 34094 
US Desert Storm Sand FS 33446 
US Earth Red FS 30117 
Warsaw Pact Gray Green FS 34258 
Rust FS 30215 
Dust FS 37778 
Grimy Black FS 36081 
Mus FS 33440 
Dirt FS 30095 
Old Concrete FS 36415/30318 
Oily Black FS 37031 
Military Brown - FS 30117 
Field Drab - FS 30118 
Armor Sand - FS 30277 
Insignia Red - FS 31136 
Sand - FS 33531 
Chrome Yellow - FS 13538 
Insignia Yellow - FS 33538 
Radome Tan - FS 33613 
Dark Green - FS 34079 
Olive Drab - FS 34087 
Field Green - FS 34097 
Medium Green - FS 34102 
Forest Green - FS 34127 
Interior Green - FS 34151 
Pale Green - FS 34227 
Dark Sea Blue - FS 15042 
Flat Sea Blue - FS 35042 
Insignia Blue - FS 35044 
Intermediate Blue - FS 35164 
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Medium Gray - FS 35237 
Duck Egg Blue - FS 35622 
Gunship Gray - FS 36118 
Neutral Gray - FS 36270 
Light Sea Gray - FS 36307 
Light Sea Gray - FS 36307 
Light Ghost Gray - FS 36375 
Gloss Gull Gray - FS 16440 
Flat Gull Gray - FS 36440 
Aircraft Gray - FS 16473 
Light Gray - FS 36495 
Camouflage Gray - FS 36622 
Dark Gull Gray - FS 36231 
Dark Ghost Gray - FS 36320 
Dark Tan - FS 30219 
Insignia White - FS 17875 
Gloss Black - FS 17038 
Flat Black - FS 37038 
Modern Desert Sand - FS 33637 
European Green - FS 34092 
Flat White - FS 37875 
Blue Angel Blue - FS 15050 
Fluorescent Red - FS 28915 
Medium Field Green - FS 34095 
Green Drab - FS 34086 
Euro 1 Gray - FS 36081 
Chrome Silver - FS 17178 
Navy Gray - FS 16081 
SAC Bomber Tan - FS 34201 
SAC Bomber Green - FS 34159 
Aggressor Gray - FS 36251 
Dark Green - FS 34079 
Olive Drab - FS 34087 
Medium Green - FS 34102 
Dark Sea Blue - FS 15042 
Intermediate Blue - FS 35164 
Gunship Gray - FS 36118 
Gloss Gull Gray - FS 16440 
Flat Gull Gray - FS 36440 
Camouflage Gray - FS 36622 
Dark Tan - FS 30219 
Gloss Black - FS 17038 
Flat Black - FS 37038 
Panzer Gray - FS 36076 
Light Earth - FS 30140 
Afrika Mustard - FS 30266 
Blue Angel Blue - FS 15050 
Euro 1 Gray - FS 36081 
SAC Bomber Tan - FS 34201 
SAC Bomber Green - FS 34159 
Aggressor Gray - FS 36251 
Tan - FS 20400 
International Orange - FS 12197 
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Blue Angels Yellow - FS 13655 
US Army Helo Drab - FS 34031 
Marine Corps Green - FS 34052 
Dark Drab - B-52 - FS 24091 
Willow Green - FS 14187 
Green - FS 34258 
True Blue - FS 15102 
Blue - FS 35109 
Bright Blue - FS 35183 
Blue - FS 35414 
Engine Gray - FS 36076 
Air Mobility Command Gray - FS 36173 
Dark Gray - F-15 - FS 36176 
Flint Gray - FS 36314 
Light Gray - FS 36492 
Can Voodoo Grey - FS 16515 
Aircraft Int. Black - FS 37031 
Fluorescent Red-Orange - FS 28913
 
An now something a little different:
Three Old Ladies at the Ball Game.  This is a detective story so pay close attention!!!  Three elderly ladies are excited about
seeing their first Cubs
baseball game. They smuggle a bottle of Jack Daniel's into the ball park.
The game is real exciting and they are enjoying themselves immensely
mixing the Jack Daniel's with soft drinks. Soon they realize that the bottle is almost gone and the game has a lot of innings to
go.  Based on the given information, what inning is it and how many players are on base?
Think! 
Think some more!! 
You're gonna love it...... 
Answer:  It's the bottom of the fifth and the bags are loaded........
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2003 August Newsletter of
the Quad-City Scale Modelers Society
 
The Meeting Minutes:
We voted to donate $20 to the IPMS National make and Take program.   We also discussed if Regional judging should be
standardized with a corps of regional judges.  We agreed that this would be a good idea, but for Regionals only.  We decided 
that local shows should be able to determine their own style.  Mike Scheel recommended stockpiling kits from Hobby Lobby
during their 50% off sales for the Raffles.  All agreed this was a good idea.  We discussed possible new venues for our
show, The Mississippi fair Grounds and Iowa National Guard armories were discussed.  Mike Scheel said he would check on
the National Guard armories.  The Rock Island Fair Grounds were also mentioned.  We will have a neat article in the next
newsletter on making instrument panels by Bob Fender based on the presentation he gave at the meeting.  We also had a
show and tell and a Club Contest.  There was some neat stuff on the table.  The winner was Bob Horton’s scratch built 1/35

Big Bertha.  2nd place was Bob Fender’s 1/48 Accurate Miniatures SB2C-3 Helldiver.  3rd Place was Earl Steininger’s
scratch built Lunar Orbit Cargo Transfer vehicle.  We will be having the club photo shoot at the next meeting.  Bob Horton
will also be giving a presentation on how he built his Big Bertha.  Randy Kidd’s convention report is in this issue along with
several articles by my son’s and I.  If I had a little more time it could have been an all Broman issue.  Please keep those 
articles coming.  Ron Thorne had a successful triple bypass operation.  He said he plans to make it out to our September
meeting.  I really hope he can do it.  Tom Meyer from the Colorado outpost cruised through the area in July.  Unfortunately,
he couldn’t stop by, but he called and everything is going good with his family.  He said he will rty and make it to the March 
show.
     
The Dates:
August 9: Chapter meeting. Club photo shoot make up day.
September 6:  IPMS Will-Cook, “The Show IX”.  Millennium/James Hart School Cafeteria, 18211 Aberdeen Street,
Homewood, IL.  Contact: Ed Mate
815-478-4412, obviouschoice@juno.com or Steve Stohr for Tables, NAHOBBIES@aol.com.
September 13:  Chapter meeting.
September 26-27”  IPMS Region V convention. Hosted by IPMS/TCAH.  Thunderbird Hotel & Convention Center,
Bloomington, MN.  Next to the MALL OF AMERICA.  Info: Steve Hustad, 612-349-3566 day 952-949-2119 evenings
October 11:  Chapter meeting.
November 8:  Chapter meeting.  IPMS Butch O’Hare.  Details to follow.
December 13:  Chapter Christmas party and gift exchange.
March 27 2004:  IPMS Quad Cities Show.
 
Region V News
Hi Gang, Please be advised that the NEW and IMPROVED IPMS/Forum is now up and running. There are also 3 new
Chapters Showcased................one in the state of MO...........and Part Two of the TRUMPETER S.M.79 build. There are
also some new additions to the Gallery.  Just to let you know that I may not be able to make the Regional this year. My
oldest son will be defending his Schools State Band Championship at Illinois State University. They have won it his first two
years and he's going for the Three-Peat.  It's the Bruno Curse I swear!  Everybody's club member, Ron Thorne, had triple
bypass last Tuesday. He's doing well and keep him in your thoughts.  I keep boring you with information about the
IPMS/WEBSIGHT......but one of the latest features is a "WHAT'S NEW" click thingie.  You can visit every day and get the
lowdown without having to navigate all over creation. Bob is doing daily updates and posting reviews all the time. Enjoy
yourself........use it. Hell, your paying for it.  Officer Elections are going on right now. PLEASE return your ballot from the
JOURNAL or vote online at the IPMS Website.  I will not suggest to you which way to vote........but in the words of one of
my fellow RC's: "I personally see this election as a crossroads year; depending on who is elected, things could go very right
or very wrong for the IPMS/USA. I will not coach you on your votes, because you are smart enough to look at the
candidates yourselves and make the right decisions, but I once again implore you to cast your vote. “WELL said"!  The
TRUMPETER S.M.79 is the subject of the IPMS/USA Websights "On Line Build."  This month, President Dave
Morrissette builds this little (BIG) dittie.  For the First time in a year, I attended a Will-Cook Meeting!  Shari and I had a
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wonderful time and then convened to Homewood Fest and Aurelios for Pizza. The Gang presented me with the 2003 RC
Award that Marc Brzezicki picked up for me! (Many THANKS Marc, that took guts!)  The Cooksters would like to remind
you that THE SHOW returns in September! This is the first Event the Chapter has put on since the National Convention.
After that, how could ya top it? Good luck and I'll see you there!  Special "BEST WISHES" go out to Joe and Heidi Schock 
who just celebrated their 21st Anniversary. We love you both!!! Joe is the most exhausted guy I know!  Remember, The
Region 5 Convention is coming up fast. I got the latest info and your Chapter Contact should have it too. Thank you and go
build a model!!!  Chapter Charter Renewal.  This is just a pre-alert that chapter renewal time is approaching.  The dates are
1 Oct thru 31 Dec 2003.  Now is the time though to start looking at your membership lists to ensure that you have at least 5
IPMS/USA members and they are all current members (thru Dec 03).  Also just a reminder that all officers must be current
IPMS/USA members (thru Dec 03).  More information on the renewal process as it becomes available from Jack 
Kennedy, our esteemed DLC!! (THANKS HENRY!!!)
Jack Bruno
Region V Coordinator
 
What I did On My Summer Vacation
By Randy Kidd
Well it’s been two great weeks and now I’m back to reality, what a drag.
So onto the convention news: We arrived in OKC on Friday night July 4 at 
about 4:15 pm. I made up every reason I could think of to head down to the 
convention center and finally came up with a good one. But when I got there
at 5:05 pm. to my horror I was told Entry and Registration basically was over
and I wasn’t going to be allowed to get in to the show I drove so far for because it had close at 5:00 pm. The gentlemen in
charge pretty much told me I was out of luck.  Well after I explain to the (gentlemen) I had already prepaid my entry fees
and was not in a mood to be told 'no' he guided me down to the women who
were in charge of the convention packages. They were very accommodating and pretty nice but they also told me that
everything was closing down for the night and I had better hurry if I was going to see anything Friday.  So with this bad taste 
of what had just happened to me still with me I made a fast pass around the two rooms. They were big and roomy and
seemed a little bare like they were expecting more people to show up. I was also told by one of the venders that it was a
closed convention and no walk arounds were allowed in to the convention area. I kind of thought if IPMS wanted new
members this is not the way to get them.  On my way out of the model room I got to hear a lot of bitching from a bunch of
the OKC staff about how they thought the turn out was a lot lower then they expected, I wanted to give them a few pointers
since I still had that bad taste in my mouth but I just kind of laughed went back to my room.  So I wasn't in the best of moods
but we went to the hotel lounge and had dinner and then I ordered up a horse drawn carriage for a down town tour and while
we waited for it, we ran in to Mark, Travis and Joe (the tape guy), the Chicago guys. They pretty much calmed me down
and said if you look hard enough you can find bad in every show, so enough said. Also while we were waiting we had a long
talk with the IPMS Internet Coordinator Robert C. Hester who also took are picture and it is on page 4 of the people section
of the convention pictures. Also Mike he said he would like you to send him anything you got to post on the website so as to
make the site bigger and better.  So we took the horsy ride got a great tour of the down town area at night and we had a
great driver who gave us a lot of detail of the OKC bombing.  After that we went to the Brick Town area which was two
blocks from the hotel and watched the 4th of July fireworks display which was excellent. All in all it turned out to be a pretty
good night.  Saturday I did the vender room for 3 hours.  I came home with 1/6 MG 42 anti aircraft gun by Dragon,1/48
Shisei Kikka Jap jet fine molds, some nice (nude) decals for P-38s and P-47s and I got the P-47 bubble top by Tamiya at a
pretty good price.  I didn’t do the model room very long but what models I did stop at were very well done including a
Monogram B-29 that had all the panel lines sanded off and rescribed back on, it was just beautiful.  Saturday afternoon we
did OKC Memorial, the OKC Botanical Gardens and Saturday night we did Dinner and the theater the movie was American
Graffiti on the big screen at the art center. I Didn’t go to the awards but got out of town the next day and drove 13 hours to
flagstaff Arizona.  We did the little canyon there.  On the way out ran into the Planes of Fame museum at the Valle airport
755 Mustang Way AZ. I Got to get up close and personal with a Me 109 G-10 and a few other birds yes I took pictures.
Tuesday up early drove to St. George Utah passed by a lot of great sights including this little Dam named Hoover.
Wednesday another 10, 11 or 12 hour drive or something like that I forget, we were in Ontario Oregon. Next day another 8
hour drive to McMinnville and home of the Evergreen Aviation Museum, home of the Spruce Goose and another Me 109
G-10.  What can I say; I’m in Heaven, yes lots of pictures. Another hour and half drive and we are at the Tillamook Air
Museum 6030 Hangar Road Tillamook Oregon. This museum was a submarine observation hangar for Blimps during WWII.
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the hangar is the best part of the Museum or maybe the Spanish ME 109 that was there yes I got pictures.  On to Seattle to 
see the kid, Oh did I forget to mention that they are building ME 262 jets there. Thursday the kid and I went to Everett WA
to the Paine field where the Me 262 project is at, what can I say but that it was great. On to the Russian submarine
downtown Seattle, and out to the Boeing museum. Overall, Seattle was great and I also got to see the kid.  Monday 11 hours
to Butte Montana, Tuesday Gillette Wyoming and the little hill from Close Encounters of the Third Kind called Devils Tower
then on to Rapid City South Dakota. Wednesday Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse, Caves, and more. Drove to Mitchell for
the night, they have a balloon museum but we were meseumed out so Thursday on to home and reality.  I’ll bring in the
photos to the next meeting.
 
Kit Review
Milicast 1/76 Russian T-60 Light Tank, kit #R26
Reviewed by Glen Broman, IPMS #32541
The Milicast kit comes in a clear blister pack on a sturdy cardboard mounting.  My review kit came to me from the United
Kingdom via Ohio through the US postal system, not always known for its kind and gentle treatment of mail.  Despite the
distance and potential for damage, all parts arrived intact.  The kit is cleanly molded in fourteen resin parts. The kit is nicely
molded with good detail throughout.  The tracks and suspension are molded as single pieces for each side and have nice
detail.  The barrel is exceptionally well molded and very petite.  It pays to be careful when handling, but I found out that it
will take a certain amount of rugged handling, but my advice is not to push your luck.  The instructions are a Xerox copied
sheet which makes them a little hard to read.  The instructions consist of a brief recommendation on how to remove the
excess resin left and clean the parts.  This is especially welcome for modelers building their first resin kit.  There are five 
pictures of the completed model with arrows pointing out the parts location on the model.  The pictures are dark and not very
clear due to the reproduction process, but they are adequate for the job at hand.  The first thing I did was to parts down with
alcohol on a cotton Q-Tip to clan them up.  I repeated that step before painting as well.  I cleaned up the suspension parts
while still on the molding frame; it makes the job much easier.  There is a small quantity of resin flash on some of the parts,
but it cleans up very easily and there is far less flash on this kit than on than on most of the other resin kits I’ve built. The
biggest part of the clean up process before assembly started was the pouring plug on the bottom of the hull.  I used a razor 
saw and had it cleanly off with just a few minutes work.  I finished up with a little work with a 240 and 400 grit sanding block
and I was ready to start assembling the kit.  As a general note, I use a Aerosafety respirator when cutting and sanding
resin.  I started by fitting the suspension to the hull.  There are positive locators on the hull for the tracks and they fit in
between them.  The fit was very good.  The upper hull was next and again, all parts fit with just a minimal bit of cleaning up. 
The smaller parts are very delicate and are molded on a common resin sprue.  Careful cutting of the parts is recommended. 
The two tow hooks proved to be just a bit too delicate for my ham fisted trimming, so I raided my spares box.    The actual 
assembly of the kit was very easy, full marks to Milicast for that.  I used extra thick superglue and accelerator throughout
the building process.  Pay attention to where the exhaust goes, if the pictures in the instructions are a bit dark, you should
have no problem finding references, there were several books on my shelf that had clear pictures of the back deck. I glued
the turret hatch in the open position and intend to find a nice Russian tank commander in the future to put there, for now, it’s
empty.  Once I had the kit together and cleaned, I painted it dark green.  There are no decals included in the kit, so I used
some from my collection.  A little bit of a wash and some light weathering to taste and I was done.  I really enjoyed building
this kit and it looks very nice when finished, especially when placed next to KV-I to give an idea if just how small it is. 
Milicast kits are available from the manufacturer at milicastmodels@hotmail.com. They have an excellent web page which
lists all of their products at www.milicast.com.  Thanks to Milicast for the review sample.    
 
 
RECENT SHELBY COBRA KITS COMPARED:
Part 2 by Tim Leicht
Courtesy of IPMS GTR
In my last article on the recent Shelby Cobra kits (see the May 02 Issue), I wrote a comparison between the two domestic
kits of the Shelby Cobra. Now there is a new player in the mix from Japan by Fujimi. I will try to limit this article to the major
differences between the three kits. While the Fujimi kit is pricey, it is the only one in production at this time. Let's take a
look!  Based on the current Shelby American Racing production car, this kit still has the classic Cobra shape in its bloodline.
The body is wider and longer than the two domestic versions. The exhaust cut out is open, as compared to the Revell
versions boxed in look. The Ertl does not have the opening. The hood and trunk open, but only posable hinges are included,
they do not operate. There are major differences between the kits when it comes to the glass. I think the large windshield
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frame on the Fujimi is a result of the real car being updated for rollover standards. It is by far the biggest of the three. A nice
touch is the separate hood and trunk handles in the Fujimi kit. They are delicate, but to scale. The windshield wipers are also
separate pieces and very well done.  Frame wise, the Revell kit is the clear winner. It is more detailed, has independent rear
suspension as they all should have, and has more rivet and ball joint details then the other two. The Fujimi kit looks like a
modified motorized kit frame. The rear axle is, to say the least, poor. The front suspension is almost like something the
designers made on the CAD computer. It is not even close to the real thing. The Ertl frame is way off scale wise. The tubes
are way too thin, and it is virtually devoid of detail.  Now to the meat and potatoes- the engines. Again the Revell kit shines
here. The block has much more detail than the Fujimi kit, the heads are far better engravings, BUT, the Fujimi gives you two
intake choices and I'm a sucker for Weber carbs. The Revell Holley is nice, but four Webers on the Fujimi? Too cool! I
would take the Webers and figure out how to put them on the Revell engine. The Revell valve covers are also the nicest in
detail. I did not compare the Ertl because it is a 289. The gearbox on the Revell is also much better in detail. It has proper
shift linkage, a drain plug molded in and the proper texture of cast iron.  Interior wise, all three kits are close. The dash
details are similar, with Revell getting the nod for better instrument detail. The Revell kit has a lot more firewall detail than
either of the other two, and is the only kit with the proper shifter that has the tee handle you lift for reverse. I know, I've
driven them.  Wheels and tires? How come the smallest kit (Ertl) has the tallest tires? Because they are off the shelf
polyglass GTs and are not to scale. The Fujimis are nice, but they are unmarked, I assume for licensing issues, so the
Goodyear Blue Streaks from Revell are the winner. However, give Fujimi the nod for the wheels. They are gorgeous!  Decal 
sheets compare well, but the Fujimi has race car meatballs on the sheet with no numbers. What's up with that? Revell sheet
is more detailed but is not silk screened, it is the vinyl type that don't conform well to curves. Ertl is non existent, there is no
sheet in the box.  Well, after looking at the kits side by side, we have a clear front runner. The Revell kit is by far the pick of
the litter, and with the two figures included in the box, it is my choice for the best one. Fujimi obviously went for the sizzle,
because it clearly is the best looking of the three once put together. But, the Revell kit has the steak in that under the body is
the best detailed frame, engine, and suspension. The Ertl is a distant third both for looks and details, but has more options in
the box, like a hardtop and/or tonneau cover, and either original wire wheels or some really nice American racing mags.
Take your pick, they are all good kits. If I was Revell I would put that kit back in the line and give Fujimi a run for the
money. 
 
HaT Industries Jagdpanther Review
1/72 Scale
Reviewed by Alexander Broman, IPMS 32541
Age:  14
The instructions for the Jagdpanther are printed on the back of the box.  The instructions aren’t too bad, but they are vague
when it comes to the placement of the tool containers.  There are 13 parts in the Jagdpanther kit.  These parts are the barrel, 
the gun mantlet, upper hull and lower hull, two track and wheel assemblies, two mufflers, three tool canisters, and two track
covers.  For the first step, I attached the barrel to the gun mantlet.  Then I attached the gun mantlet and barrel assembly to
the upper hull. The two track and wheel assemblies get attached to the left and right sides of the lower hull. The two
mufflers are put on rear of the lower hull assembly.  The rounder of the three tool canisters gets connected to the upper hull
on the left side.  The other two tool canisters get connected to either side of the mufflers.  On the upper hull the two track
covers are connected low on the left and right sides.  Overall, the model is very simple to build and the fit is pretty good.  I 
had no problems building the kit.  After completing the building process, I painted the Jagdpanther German Sand Yellow
using Tamiya spray paint.  The tracks and mufflers were painted rust.  Once the base coat was dry, I used a brown wash on
the forward part of the tank and a black wash around the mufflers and filters.  I dry brushed the track and wheel assemblies
with brown paint to simulate mud.  The rest of the Jagdpanther was dry brushed with Radome tan to bring out the details. 
The HAT Industries’ Jagdpanther does not come with any decals so you will have to get some from your spare box.  This 
model is very good for Junior modelers or war gamers and would be very good for Junior Make and take.  Thanks to HaT 
Industries for the review sample.
 
Magazine Review
Encyclopedia of 1/72 Scale Models (ESM 72)
Published by Model-Aire International
Reviewed by Glen Broman, IPMS #32541
Many years ago I was home at Christmas on leave.  I received a gift certificate for a local bookstore.  A few days after 
Christmas I stopped by to see what they had.  I found a book on the shelf by Tom Young and several other gentlemen called
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the Encyclopedia of 1/72 Scale Military Models.  I walked out of the store a happy man and I have enjoyed that book many
times over the years.  Tom Young is still in the business of cataloguing 1/72 scale models and ESM 72 is the fruit of his
labors.  ESM 72 is a quarterly publication of 1/72 scale aircraft and vehicles.  Each quarterly publication also contains a third
subject, rockets, missiles, spacecraft, figures or artillery.  Each publication runs around 50 pages and is bound with a plastic
spine.  Each issue has an editorial as well as a column titled “From the left seat” that covers items of interest to the 1/72
scale modeler.  Each issue has a listing of 1/72 scale kits that are listed alphabetically by manufacturer.  For example, 
Volume 3, Number 3 starts listing aircraft manufactures starting with D, Daimler Benz being the first.  Every 1/72 scale kit 
of an aircraft manufactured by Daimler-Benz is in there, followed by Dassault, DeHavilland and so on.  Each entry lists the
aircraft type, the model company that issued it and the media, such as resin, wood or vacuform. If no media is listed, the kit is
injection molded.  There are generally three black and white pictures of the kit box tops on each page.  For those of you 
looking for a value guide, this is not it, this is an encyclopedic listing of 1/72 scale kits.  If you want to know who made a 1/72
scale kit of the Foosbane Sturmpickle Mark IV, this is the publication that will tell you. Also found in each publication are
updates to the previous volumes, also listed alphabetically.  The vehicles are listed a little differently, being listed by country
of manufacturer.  As you can imagine, Germany is nearly a volume in itself.  There are also some neat surprises in the back,
being listing of accessory parts, structures, conversions and a section on engines, cowlings and props.  All in all, this is a very 
handy guide.  Each for volume issue is $25.00 or $30.00 if you are outside the US.  You can contact Model-Aire
International at PO Box 554, Corte Madera, CA 94976-0554.  They can also be contacted via email at maiesm72@aol.com
 
Kit review:
HP Models Dreadnought, i/700 scale
By Marc Flake, Courtesy WWI Modeling List
Here's a quick and dirty build review of the HP Models Dreadnought: After washing all the parts in detergent, I sanded most
of the parts out of their carrier wafers.  Some of the wafers were thin enough that I didn't have to sand them.  All the major
and most of the minor parts are there the only things I added were:
All the railings and ladders, two sets of boat davits, three sets of coaling gantries, the upper portions of the masts, torpedo
nets, torpedo net booms and the torpedo net shelf.  The lower portions of the masts were replaced with brass rod as was the
boat crane amidships.  Some of the small caliber gun barrels snapped off during building and were replaced with styrene
rod.  The "Anatomy of the Ship: HMS Dreadnought" was very helpful in the construction of the kit.  This is like a book
version of a Windsock Datafile and is literally the anatomy of the ship described.  I put on all of the ladders and some of the
railings before painting.  Also left off before painting were alot of the small parts (small guns,
boats, gun turrets, etc.).  I airbrushed everything Dark Sea Gray, then went back with a brush and painted the decks.  Then I
touched up the gray where I slopped over.  After all the painting was finished, I applied all the rest of the parts.  Rigging was
last, applying the innermost lines first and working outward. Rigging:  The drill is to work from the inside out.  In lieu of
drilling holes, I tie half knots. The line is thin enough that it can often be hidden underneath a coat of paint, especially if the
half-knot is tied underneath a spar.  On masts, I tie the line around the mast and fix with thin CA.  Then I apply thin CA on
the yard arms where I will take the lines.  I take both ends and lay them against the yard, gently but firmly.  It doesn't take
long to dry.  For the signal halyards, I CA’ed several lines (all the same length) onto a length of .010 by .020 strip styrene --
which became a scratched taff-rail.  When dry, I attached the taff-rail below the yards
on the foremast.  Again, working from the inside out, I took one line on each side of the mast and CA’ed them to the proper
yard (there are three of them) two at a time.  I have found it easier to apply lines equally to both ends of a yard since
sometimes when you do it one side at a time the yard tends to get pulled out of alignment.  After the lines are attached, and
the CA has had substantial opportunity to dry, I go in with a pair of cuticle scissors and trim off the excess.  A drop of paint
goes on each attachment point.  Why?  Because it looks better.  When everything is glued on and painted, I spray the model
all over with flat clear.  I finished this kit quicker than I do most of the aircraft I build, and that included a major, gut
wrenching moment when I used Polyscale Clear Flat and it left a white residue all over the model.  It looked like it was
steaming around the Sahara.  From now on I'll stick with Gunze, no matter how hard it is to find around here.  Many ship 
modelers spend a lot of time putting waterline ships in a sea-going environment.  I choose to display mine on glass that has
been painted blue-green on the opposite side.
 
Military Vehicle Modeling by Phil Greenwood
By Christopher Broman IPMS#32341 Chapter: IPMS Quad Cities,
Review sample courtesy of The Crowood Press
Book Review: Military Vehicle Modeling by Phil Greenwood; The Crowood Press, Marlborough, Wiltshire, United Kingdom



6 of 8

2003; 190 pp, 375 illustrations; price $29.95 (ISBN 1-86126-557-3)
Advantages: Well written, good details on many subjects, plenty of illustrations to show different techniques, covers areas not
often found in other books
Disadvantages: Experienced modelers might find areas boring, vague details in some areas
Rating: Recommended
Recommendation: For all new or moderately experienced modelers
Receiving this book I figured it was the same as any other “how to” book.  Once I started reading, I was amazed at the wide
variety of topics the author covered.  The “standard” topics, such as weathering, building, detailing, were covered but I was
surprised to see topics over which I have rarely seen or in this much detail.  One of these was Popular scales, a chapter
explaining the different types of models in scales ranging from 1:76 to 1:16.  It gives a brief history of that peculiar scale and
also the companies who tend to produce kits in that scale.  I found this to be quite informative.  I also liked the chapter over a
modeler’s tool kit.  Many books tell you what equipment you should have and what type the author believes you should
have.  This book shows you the different types of equipment a modeler might need, but it also shows the variety of brands
and accessories associated with the different products.  It also shows the different ways they could be used with the author
giving his recommendations on the ways the equipment would be the most effective.  Overall the book seems to be more
guided towards beginners or moderately experienced modelers.  The author uses a variety of models to show progressively
more difficult modeling skills.  He starts off by showing the basic techniques of removing the pieces, gluing them, fitting, etc.
and moves on to painting, weathering, detailing, resin, brass, detail sets, and conversions.  He also gradually goes up by scale
from 1:76 to 1:35 to show the increase in detail available.  The author used fifteen kits to show these skills.  He used a 1:76 
Airfix Bofors Gun & tractor and a 1:72 Hasegawa Abrams M1E1.  In 1:35 scale there was a: Tamiya Centaur, Accurate 
Armour Challenger, Tamiya Cromwell, Accurate Armour E10, Italeri Elefant, Dragon Firefly, Tamiya Kubelwagon, Dragon
PaK 97/38, Tamiya Panzerkampfwagen III, Tamiya Sherman, Fine Moulds Type 3, and a Fine Moulds Type 97.  The author 
later gives a brief chapter about simple diorama building.  Even though it is only a couple of pages long, it covers the basic
necessities of this challenging art.  The author also explains the different materials that can be used and how to make it look
“real”, not “posed”.  I greatly enjoyed this book, but there are a few areas I would have liked to see more information.  The 
segment on figure painting was vague on some of the more important areas, such as shading and detailing.  Towards the 
middle of the book it became a little monotonous with the author changing only a small part of the of the building process
while repeating the exact same steps mentioned in the construction of the previous kits.  Overall, however, this is a really 
nice book.  For those beginning the hobby of scale modeling or those who have been in the hobby for a couple of years, I
highly recommend this book.  Older, more experienced modelers might find it a bit basic.  This book is available from the
Crowood Press, Marlborough, Wiltshire, United Kingdom SN8 2HR; http://www.crowood.com; or you local hobby shop.    

IPMS/USA Executive Board Meeting Minutes
Date:  July 3, 2003 1:00pm  Venue:  IPMS/USA National Convention, Oklahoma City, OK 
Present: Dave Morrissette (President)John Noack (First Vice-president) Ron Bell (Second Vice-president) Ed Kinney
(Treasurer)Jim Bates (Secretary)Jack Kennedy (Director of Local Chapters) Mary Jane Kinney (Office Manager) David
Von Almen (Journal Editor) Bob Hester (Internet Coordinator)    
1.  President Dave Morrissette:    
A.  Thanks for Coming.
 B. Constitutional Amendment Update – 450 votes so far.  We need 230 more votes.  David suggested in the future we have
a vote when you register for the convention.  All agreed it was a good idea. C.  RC Resignation – Chad Richmond has
resigned as RC-3.
   
2.  First Vice President John Noack:    
A.  The dinner with the members of the industry was a success and may bear some fruit with Make and Take.  We will
have to do this each year.
3.  Second Vice President Ron Bell:    
A. Convention Date -  Jack suggest we amend the Constitution to move the Convention to October.  Ron asked if we should
remove the date requirement from the constitution to have the convention in the summer.  We should build in enough time
from the previous year.   ACTION:  Jack and Ron will work together to figure something out.
4.  Secretary Jim Bates:    
A. Jim offered to take over the Make’n’Take job if necessary.  It would be logical to add duties to an officer who is not
already overburdened.
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5.  Director of Local Chapters Jack Kennedy:    
A. Chapter Affiliation - Can we add Chapter Affiliation to the new member form when we reorder?  Can’t hurt, but it
probably won’t help much.
B.  RC Replacement.  A new procedure has been instituted to replace RCs.  The present RC will ask each chapter in his
region to submit one name for nomination and he will also be allowed to submit one name. With each submission will be a
resume on the candidate. The RC will choose the window for submissions. Upon receiving them all he will send them to
each chapter for their first and second choice. The RC will also have a vote. Only one vote per chapter will be accepted for
first and second choice.  The winning nomination will then be sent to the DLC to submit to the e-board for approval. If this
nomination is rejected, the second choice will be submitted.  It must be recognized that at any time the DLC has the right to
remove an RC for lack of performance of duties.
6.  Internet Coordinator Bob Hester    
A. Convention Uploads and Website/Web Seminar – 669 photos so far.  Many good ideas were presented at the web
seminar. B. Website How to Kit – John suggested we create a web page how to starter kit.  Maybe Bob can recruit
someone else to help with this?    
Submitted by: Jim Bates, IPMS/USA Secretary July 21, 2003
These notes are posted on the IPMS/USA Website. For further information go to: www.ipmsusa.org
 
Review - AFV Club leFH 18 10.5 cm Howitzer
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
AFV Club 1/35 Scale Kit No. AF35050; German leFH 18 10.5 cm Howitzer; 153 parts (150 in light tan styrene, 1 section of
aluminum barrel, 1 plastic screw section, 1 brass tube). Price:  Not known.
Hobby Fan 1/35 Scale Figure Set No. HF 548; German Eastern Front FH 18 Gun
Crew (1); four figures in light tan resin. Price:  Not known.
Hobby Fan 1/35 Scale Figure Set No. HF 549; German Eastern Front FH 18 Gun
Crew (2); four figures in light tan resin.  Price: not known
Advantages: First reasonably priced kit of this weapon in styrene; crisp, now-legendary AFV Club attention to detail; turned
aluminum barrel; tractor/prime mover made by same company; figures make it into a instant diorama.
Disadvantages: Very VERY tiny parts may put off some modelers; plastic screw section has serious flash problems;
directions still a bit difficult to figure out; no ammunition included.
Rating: Highly Recommended.
Recommendation: for all German fans or "Redlegs" (Artillerymen).
F I R S T   L O O K:
Most people who have talked to WWII veterans or seen many of the documentaries on the "History Channel" are aware that
more often than not when they discuss being shot at by the Germans "we were pinned down by Kraut 88s" is the usual
statement. This was probably never true, as the 8.8 cm guns were either used for antiaircraft or antitank purposes but not
field artillery.   More often than not, and as vividly shown in the TV miniseries "Band of Brothers," the culprit was the
105mm Light Field Howitzer Model 18 – leFH 18 10.5 cm in German. This gun was developed in 1928-29 by Rheinmetall
and after testing entered service with the Wehrmacht in 1935. It could fire an HE fragmentation projectile weighing 14.81
kilograms to a range of 10,675 meters.  The basic gun was produced in four different towed versions, the leFH 18M with
muzzle brake and increased propellant charge (giving this gun a range of 12,325 meters) being the most common other
variant (a later variant used this barrel and upper carriage on the carriage of the lighter Pak 40 7.5 cm AT gun to reduce its
bloated weight). The gun was built with both pressed steel and spoked wheels, all with rubber tires, and came in both
horse-drawn and mechanized versions.  AFV Club released its very impressive Sd.Kfz. 11 series 3 ton halftrack a couple of
years ago, and now has provided a fitting subject for that prime mover to tow. The kit is typical of what we have come to
expect of AFV Club over the years, with its turned aluminum barrel and amazingly small parts. Some modelers have grown
to hate the latter, but with care and a thin (0.005-0.008") razor saw blade removing them from the sprues is not difficult. All
of the major details are including, with the collimator sight consisting of four parts by itself. No rounds or ammunition are
provided, but those are available from some of the aftermarket companies.  This version of the gun comes with the pressed
steel wheel option. The model does not have many "working" parts, and is designed to be displayed either in travel mode or in
firing position. To that end, the directions provide some indication of what the modeler is to do in each case. They also
provide directions for how to build either the horse-drawn or mechanized drayage versions of the weapon. (I believe the
main differences are one has electric brakes and the other does not.)  The directions cover a total of 15 steps and include at
each one how to build it for either form of movement, as well as for firing and towing. One minor problem is that the
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elevation of the gun is set by the use of the plastic screw section, which alas on the review sample had a massive section of
flash on one side. This has to be cut to the elevation the modeler wants, with 4mm being near horizontal and 8mm high
elevation. Care must be taken with other parts as well; while the directions are as clear as mud in Step 13, part B4 is the trail
lock that keeps the trails in place either deployed or closed. It has to be cut off and fixed in place to represent the closed
position, but the directions are not really clear at explaining that point.  The model provides two basic and very predictable 
paint schemes (gray or dark yellow) but unlike most other artillery models it comes with a decal sheet for the basic warning
stencils and placards, as well as the hydraulic fluid warning labels ("braun").  The two figure sets, released by AFV Club's
parent company (who makes the resin components of many other AFV Club kits as well, such as the interior for the
LVTP-5A1) are both necessary to complete a crew. Set 1 has a loader, two "other numbers" and the gun section
commander; Set 2 comes with the two gun layers, another loader and the gunner. All are multipart resin figures with
separate arms, heads, feet, hands and details, and are beautifully done in their heavy overcoats.   Taken together, this model
can be made into a beautiful diorama, with or without the tractor. (I do not believe that AFV Club is going to do a
horse-drawn limber for this gun, but it may come out later from Hobby Fan.)  Thanks to Hobby Fan for the review samples. 
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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society’s 
September 2003 Newsletter
 
The meeting minutes:
We discussed the show.  The big sticking point is the place.  After quite a few discussions with folks at the Will-Cook show in
September, the consensus of non-club members that I talked to was to have the show at the Hotel again and charge admission to make up
the difference in cost. We need to talk about this at the September meeting.  We have two short articles this month from Bob Horton and
Bob Fender, our “all Bob” issue is getting off to a good start.  We passed out pictures from the club photo shoot and Randy brought
pictures of his trip to the Nationals.  We also did part II of the photo shoot, so we should have some more pictures for the next
meeting.     
   
 
The Dates:
September 13:  Chapter meeting.  Meeting subject:  “Favorite Modeling war stories” or I learned to stop worrying and love building
models.
 
September 26-27” 
IPMS Region V convention.
Hosted by IPMS/TCAH. 
Thunderbird Hotel & Convention Center, Bloomington, MN.
 Next to the MALL OF AMERICA. 
 Info: Steve Hustad, 612-349-3566 day 952-949-2119 evenings
 
October 11:  Chapter meeting.
 
November 8:  Chapter meeting.  IPMS Butch O’Hare.  Details to follow.
 
December 13:  Chapter Christmas party and gift exchange.
 
January is the Club Election meeting
 
March 27 2004:  IPMS Quad Cities Show.
 
Tips and Techniques:  Making levers and knobs
By Bob Fender
The kit used to demonstrate this technique was the 1/48 Classic Airframes Duck.  The first step was to sand the old detail off.  An overlay
was made of .10 plastic sheet using a picture of the instrument t panel as a guide.  The instruments were drilled out using a Waldron
punch and die set.  The dials were added using the Promodeler instrument decal sheet.  Once the dials were in place, Testor’s canopy
glue (white glue) or Future can be applied over the dials to replicate glass.  The levers were made using wire with a small blob of white
glue added to the end to make the knob.  With a little practice you can make knobs to order for any size you need.  Wire gauges can also
be mixed and matched to achieve a scale effect. 
 
Scratchbuilding with Bob
By Bob Horton.
Bob Horton brought in his scratch built Big Bertha 420cm gun for the July meeting and he was asked to give a little presentation at the
August meeting.  Here it is:  I wanted to do this for a long time.  It was one of the toughest I ever built because of the lack of references. 
Only twelve were built and only two survived in to the 1930’s.  The one at Aberdeen Proving Ground was scrapped in WWII.  The one in 
the Munich museum was there prior to WWI, but I have no idea what happened to it.  The original weapon wad developed as a “fort
buster” by Krupp Steel before WWI.  Every picture I have of this weapon shows differences, each one was probably built a bit
differently.  The only known dimensions are that the bore diameter is 420cm and the gun tube was sixteen and a half feet long.   Using 
known dimensions, you can extrapolate the overall dimensions by establishing ratios.  I used card files to cut forms to use to check the 
measurements in three dimensions.  The actual building materials themselves are sheet plastic and a Plexiglas turned barrel.
 
Show and Tell:
We had some nice kits at the meeting for show and tell this meeting.  Larry Wright brought a 1/48 Tamiya Razorback with Aeromaster
decals and a True Details seat.   He also brought a 1/48 Hasegawa Me 106G14 from JG 7.  Earl Steininger brought a bunch of 1/72 aircraft
to prove he could build something out of the box, a Revell P-39, Ki-61, Zero, Frank and a Tamiya Shinden.  All were nicely done with a 
nice weathering job on the Japanese aircraft.  Earl also brought one of his conversions.  The base kit is an Airfix Angel Interceptor;
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additional parts came from a matchbox F-5 plus various F-104 fuselage parts. There is no way I can describe what this kit looks like using
words, come to the next meeting and take a look at this when it’s finished.
 
The Show IX:  A trip report
By Glen Broman

I attended the ninth running of Will-Cook’s “The Show” on September 6th.  I took along the boys and Keith and his wife also attended. 
We did look dashing in our matching club shirts if I do say so myself.  After a four year hiatus, the show was finally back.  I have not
attended this show in many years due to its conflict with soccer games.  Not so this year.  I have always had a special place in my heart
for this show as it has always had a great vendor room, great deals and I won my first Chicago show awards at this show a number of
years back.  I got to see long distance QCSMS club member Ronbo Thorne after his bypass.  He’s looking good.  The club had a nice
venue at the Millennium/Hart school and was very easy to find.  The model turnout was down from the last show, but I am sure that when
word gets out that this show is back, it will pick right back up again.  The vendor area was good with 40 tables and some great deals.  I
found a resin model of Fort Drum, the famous “concrete battleship” in Manila Bay.  It has white metal details and photo etch as well.  This
will definitely be one of my future “miscellaneous specials” for the next show.  It was great to see the Chicago crowd again, the always
put on a well organized show.  Christopher was dismayed when he arrived and started to register; he just turned 17 and realized he was
now competing with the big boys on the Adult tables.  He needn’t have worried; he took a first and second in two categories for his
Panther and his Stuart.  Alex won a junior first in armor with his Sherman.  Neither Keith nor I entered anything.  I have a few pieces
almost done, but I sliced my thumb and had stitches two weeks before the show and only just got the stitches removed.  Building and
painting without the use of an opposable thumb is difficult at best.  Oh well, next time!  The raffle was a good one, and the Broman family
cleaned up.  Christopher walked off with one of the huge super raffle prizes, a 1/32 F4E.  We finished up the show with dinner at Aurelio’s
with Ronbo, Sam Bounadonna and Mike Valentine.  Jack and Shari were there and Shari was looking for new material for her next Shari’s
corner column. I’m looking forward to seeing what she came up with.
 
A Word from Da Boss:
The IPMS Will-Cook Show was held yesterday and it was GREAT to see some old friends!  Had a great time a Shari took more notes. So,
you just may have made the hit list.  There are several things going on the IPMS Forum, so check it out. Bob has featured several new
polls that members can take. One of the more interesting is a possible Amendment Forum............but hopefully that will not take place.
There is too much bitching already!  (And I'm not involved!!!) The new September Gallery is also up with more neat models on display. If
someone in your Chapter has a digital Camera, get some pictures in to exhibit your Members kits!  Charter renewals will be going out next
month. Please be aware of this and send your information in ASAP. We can always change your Officers list down the road if you’re
having elections, but we can't continue to carry tardiness up to 9 months. So, let your Treasurer know that it is coming and send it in!!!! 
That's all for now...........but PLEASE vote in the E-Board Elections! You have until the end of the month!!! And get some new IPMS
Members from your Chapters!!! Make us GROW!!!!!!!!!!
Jack Bruno IPMS #25313
Region 5 Coordinator IPMS/USA
2003 Region Coordinator of the Year
 
Book Review - "The Halftrack In Canadian Service" by Bill Inglee
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Book Review: Service Publications "Canada: Weapons of War" series:  The Halftrack in Canadian Service by Bill Inglee, illustrations by
Chris Johnson;
Service Publications, Ottawa, Canada 2002, 24 pp: price CDN$9.95; ISBN
1-894581-17-2.
Advantages: Very handy little book, fills in a number of details on halftrack use outside the US, covers some of the Canadian conventions
used.
Disadvantages: May not answer all of the questions modelers ask.
Rating: Highly Recommended.
Recommendation: For all Commonwealth and US built halftrack fans.
This is the third in the Weapons of War series that I have seen and reviewed, and to explain it better to the new observer it is essentially a
Canadian view of the weapons system and presents an operational view of the vehicle or weapon covered. (Think of it as a Canadian
profile type publication or supplement to the Osprey New Vanguard series.) As such, they are very specific but very nicely done and
complete little works on specific subjects.  This one, done by Bill Inglee, who is a new writer to me, is very thorough and covers the use
of all halftracks by Canadian forces and some which just happened to be there! He relates the unfortunate tale of one hardy soul, a French
millionaire named Bedaux, who tried to cross British Columbia with six Citroen-Kegresse halftracks in 1934. Apparently all six are still
there, bogged down where they sank or broke down in British Columbia.  The majority of the book covers the use of the "export" model
US halftracks – the M5 and M9A1 series produced by International – with the Canadian forces in WWII and Korea. The M9A1 was the
export equivalent of the short-bodied US M2 series, and the M5 was the equivalent of the long-bodied M3.  One of the surprising item I 
got out of the book was the fact that the Canadians took delivery of a large number of M14 twin .50 AA halftracks. These were the export
version of the US M13, which mounted a Maxson turret with two
.50 M2HB machine guns. Unlike the US, which quickly upgraded them to the later M16 series, the Canadians instead stripped out the
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turret and plated over the openings in the floor, and then installed seats for eight troops plus stowage.
Since the M14 (unlike the M5) did not have a rear door, attempts to also use it as an ambulance were quashed. Apparently while it was
functional as a battle taxi, it was not popular due to its lack of a rear door (and a quick way to bail out without silhouetting yourself
against the sky, a common complaint for years about APCs of all types.)               The Canadians did also receive some M3 series
halfracks, and Mr. Inglee notes that the records can become confusing. Some units lumped them all together as "Whites" after the
original White M3A1 Scout Car, so M3 scout cars, M3 halftracks, and M9A1/M5/M14 would often be reported out on unit morning
reports as X number of Whites.  The Canadians also received the 75mm gun version of the M3 halftrack and used them as combination
artillery and AT weapons.  The halftrack was apparently used as a maid-of-all-work when the Canadians ran short, being used for an
ambulance, scout vehicle, armored car, artillery spotting post, engineer vehicle, mobile communications center and command post, and
gun tractor, based on the unit that was shorthanded.  Eventually the halftracks began to be replaced by the C15TA armored 4 x 4 15 cwt
truck by GM of Canada, and as such the halftracks were relegated to second-line duties. At the end of the war, many were turned in and
appear to have been sold to the Israelis, who liked the vehicles and modified them into amazing machines.   The book comes with a good 
assortment of photos of Canadian vehicles in action, and there are four side views in the center by Chris Johnson showing the various
markings used. Unfortunately, Chris noted that the originals were in color and the printers left off the marking color data or did not use
any sort of gradation and key to tell them apart. I am not sure if the publishers will include an errata sheet on this or not, but there are
several good
Canadian websites (starting with "Armoured Acorn") that have a good deal of info on the units and colors.  hanks to Clive Law of Service
Publications for the review copy.
 
Army Material Command (AMC) team builds "Alabama Slammer":
Courtesy DOD Press Service
A team of volunteers from Anniston Army Depot and Red River Army Depot, working out of the Tank-automotive and Armaments
Command's Forward Repair
Activity at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, is building a prototype vehicle designed to better protect convoys.  The goal is to build an armored
truck that would be able to "lay down a base of suppressive fire" to thwart attempts to attack convoys heading north with much needed
supplies, said Johnny Downs, electronic operations supervisor at Red River.   The team of welders, mechanics and engineers and science
advisors Dr. Ray Bateman and Steve Burnett, both from the Army Research Laboratory at Fort Hood, Texas, took the hull of an
unserviceable M113 armored personnel carrier and fit it on a M818 five-ton truck and added two .50 caliber machine guns. They call it the
"Alabama Slammer."  If this works, Dave Daniels, who works production planning and control at Anniston, would like to see this
configuration "put on a newer model truck where you can have a little more excess electrical power" for weapons like mini-guns. He would
also like to see a vehicle with a little better suspension. 
 
Working with Plastic Figures:
By Patrick Wilson
I just started painting a squad of WW1 Germans (Armies in Plastic) yesterday.  (Brits, Yanks and French to follow.) I intend to use them
for some skirmish wargames, so I really need to have a paint job that will withstand constant handling.  After washing them with dish 
soap (Dawn) and hot water, I mounted them on wooden barrel plugs (technically called a "bung", but I guess they were
either ignorant or too embarrassed to call them that..*grin*...I found them
at the local Fleet Farm store...$2.95 for a pack of 10...Heck of a deal!) with Elmer's Carpenter's Glue, then gave them a coating of Liquitex
Matte Medium. This is the first time I've used the medium, but it seemed to work really well. It killed the sheen on the plastic and gave a
nice "tooth" for the base coat of black acrylic paint that I brushed on. Even if it puddled a bit in some of the folds, it dried tightly against
the figures and didn't obscure any detail. (I hastened the drying process by using the wife's hair dryer set on "warm"...she doesn't use it
anyway, so there isn't a "conflict of interest" here.)  I've unintentionally and intentionally bent the rifles on a few figures and the paint
flexed with the plastic instead of
flaking off. I only use acrylic paints (Ceramcoat and Howard Hues, mostly) on plastic figures and I've seldom, if ever, had a problem with
flaking. I may give them a coat of Future when I'm done to give them that glossy old-fashioned toy soldier look, but we'll see.  I think that 
as long as you stick to acrylic paints (enamels are just too hard and brittle when dried) and make sure that you wash the figures
thoroughly in soap and water; you shouldn't have much of a problem. I seldom use enamels anymore, but I do get a bit nostalgic for the
smell of turps
from time to time. 
 
Military Words of Wisdom:
Courtesy of John Noack
 
"A slipping gear could let your M203 grenade launcher fire when you least expect it. That would make you quite unpopular in what's left
of your unit." 
-Army's  magazine of preventive maintenance. 

"Aim towards the Enemy." 
-Instruction printed on US Rocket Launcher 
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"When the pin is pulled, Mr. Grenade is not our friend. 
-U.S. Marine Corps 

"Cluster bombing from B-52s is very, very accurate. The bombs are guaranteed to always hit the ground."
 -USAF Ammo Troop 

"If the enemy is in range, so are you." 
-Infantry Journal 

"It is generally inadvisable to eject directly over the area you just bombed." 
-U.S. Air Force Manual 

"Whoever said the pen is mightier than the sword obviously never encountered automatic weapons."
 -Gen. MacArthur 

"You, you, and you . . . Panic.! The rest of you, come with me." 
-U.S. Marine Corp Gunnery Sgt. 

"Tracers work both ways." 
-U.S. Army Ordnance 

"Five second fuses only last three seconds." 
-Infantry Journal 

"Bravery is being the only one who knows you're afraid." 
-David Hackworth 

"If your attack is going too well, you're walking into an ambush." 
-Infantry Journal 

"No combat ready unit has ever passed inspection." 
-Joe Gay 

"Any ship can be a minesweeper ... once." 
-Anon 

"Never tell the Platoon Sergeant you have nothing to do." 
-Unknown Marine Recruit 

"Don't draw fire; it irritates the people around you." 
-Your Buddies 

"If you see a bomb technician running, follow him." 
-USAF Ammo Troop
 
Review: Panda Models UH-1N Huey
By Cookie Sewll, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: Panda Models 1/35 Scale Heliborne Series No. 35008; UH-1N Huey; 131 parts (117 in light grey styrene, 14 in clear styrene);
suggested retail price
$29.95.
Advantages: First kit of this version of the Huey in this scale; fairly complete interior.
Disadvantages: (From an armor modeler's perspective) Non-combat variant; no crew figures; no options; no servicing options or bay
details.
Rating: Recommended.
Recommendation: To fans of helicopters and US Navy and Marine Corps aviators.
F I R S T   L O O K:
Among people of my generation, many of us who went to Vietnam know the sound of the "blade slap" made by the Bell 204 and 205
helicopters – formally the Bell UH-1 Iroquois, but informally and forever the Huey. (Bell even has that name cast on the tail rotor pedals of
later models.) But while the B, D and H models were fine for the Army, the Navy and Marine Corps wanted something with over water
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operating capability, and as such needed two engines for security.  The result was the development of a twin-engined version of the
Model 205 (UH-1D) released in 1965; while not acceptable, it was modified and emerged in 1969 as the Bell Model 212. This helicopter
replaced the Model 205's single 1,100 SHP Lycoming engine with twin Canadian P&W PT6T-3 engines of 1,800 SHP each. These gave the
helicopter much better performance as well as the safety needed for over water performance. The only external difference between the 205
and the 212, other than its new engine cowling and twin exhaust, was a finer shape to the nose making the airframe 6 inches (15 cm)
longer.  The Canadian Armed Forces bought 50, the USAF 79, the Navy 40 and the USMC 22. All were used as multipurpose transports.
Later, Augusta of Italy marketed licensed production versions as the AB212 for Europe and other customers.  This is the model now
offered by Panda Models of China, and from what I can tell it is a pretty good effort. (Realize my only reference is the ancient
Revell UH-1D kit from the 1960s!) I must freely admit I have little reference to this variant, having worked around D and EH-1H QUICK
FIX IA variants and not the more luxurious transports like these aircraft.  As it obvious from the number of parts, most of the components
are for the interior of the spacious cabin area and its basic details. No external bays are provided nor are the engines or transmission
assemblies included. The large side doors slide in their tracks, and the rotor and tail rotor spin.  I am not a judge of accuracy of this kit,
but it does match the photos and contours I do have and appears pretty close. It has tiny rivets all over the skin; from an armor modeler's
standpoint this is a good thing, but I know that to many aircraft modelers this is a sin! Suffice it to say that they look about right to me,
based on the D and H models I recall. The interior is padded with the diamond pattern quilting I recall, and the troop seats look about
right.  The cockpit comes with armored seats, which I am not sure are correct for this variant; it's a rear area VIP type transport, not a
combat "slick", so I have no idea if that is correct or not. The rudder pedals are wrong; where they originally said "BELL" on the left and
"HUEY" on the right they now sport ejection pin markings, which is unfortunate. The quarter panel doors are clear and remain fixed; this
is going to be one of the more problematic areas to paint. All other clear components either install from the rear or outside, and are
framed.  I would suspect this kit is a "tail sitter" based on past Huey models I've had, with only the 1/100 and 1/87 ones sitting flat on their
skids. There is not much room behind the instrument panel (and between the longitudinal bulkheads) to add weight, so you are pretty
much on your own. Some of the smaller components seem a bit heavy to me, but I have no precise references to use for comparison.  Two
paint schemes are provided; one for a Navy machine from the USS Tarawa and one from the USMC; colors are listed as "Light Gull Gray"
but from the box end art (a photo) that appears way too light. I am not sure of the correct shade but it is a semi-gloss medium gray.  I am
not sure of the market for this kit. Most of the armor builders I know would be happier with something for the model to "do" – e.g. a
gunship option such as the more recent Bell 412 variants of the N, such as the one show on the Fox News Channel with Oliver North and
a Marine crew getting in a fire fight (and winning decisively) with Fedayeen Saddam in later March 2003. Even a set of crew figures would
help out a bit, for this is a very spartan model when completed.  Overall, this is a nice effort, but I am not sure what kind of a "home" it will
find.          Thanks to Freddie Leung of Dragon Models Limited (their exporter) for the review sample. 
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Quad-Cities Scale Modeler Society’
October 2003 Newsletter

 

Important Announcement:

We have lost the Carriage House for the October meeting due to a conflict with a “quilting
exposition”.  We have it for all of our meeting dates next year however.

 
The October meeting will be held in a meeting room at the Bettendorf Public Library, 2950 Learning

Campus Drive (just off 18th St. north of Spruce Hills) in Bettendorf.  If you want to get driving directions 
from Mapquest, the zip is 52722.

 

Actually it is easy to get to. Go east on 53rd  (In Davenport & Bettendorf it’s 53rd Street) from  I-74 till 18th Street then 

south. After Bettendorf High School it will be on the right side of the street.  From  I-74 at Spruce Hills go east to 18th Street 
and go north one block it will be on the left side at the bottom of the hill. From I-74 & Middle Road go east on Middle Road

to 17th street turn left onto 17th Street.  after you pass Spruce Hills it becomes 18th Street. There is a Family Video Store
across the street from the Library.  [MWS]

 
Meeting minutes:
We voted to donate $20 to the Will-Cook and Butch O’Hare shows for awards.    We now have about $1,913 in the kitty. 
Once again, I made an impassioned plea for articles for the newsletter.  Guys, I’m hurting for stuff to print.  Throw me a
frickin’ bone, will ya?  We also found that we need a new secretary/treasurer as Mike is stepping down as treasurer and
newsletter publisher after a decade or more on the job.  Mike will retain his post as web master.  So, those of you with
aspirations of glory and selfless devotion to our chapter, please consider running for the office.  We also elected to start a 
new reward program.  If you write an article for the Journal (which will also run in the newsletter) and it gets printed, the
club will pay for a year’s membership in IPMS.  This is a good thing, so get the pencils sharpened and get to work.  Ronbo 
will also raffle off an IPMS membership at the Christmas party.  We watched a video on restored armored vehicles during
the meeting.  It was interesting to hear the conversation suddenly stop as something interesting happened in the video, then
start again without missing a beat as soon as the scene was over.  Ronbo said the museum he volunteers at will be sending a 
T-28 and a Corsair to the next Quad Cities Air show.  Remember to get working on your “What If” projects for the
December meeting.  That was pretty much it.  See ya at the Bettendorf Library for the October meeting.       
 
Da Show:
We discussed the show for a while, we decided that we would charge admission to help defray the cost of the show; we
decided the charge would be $2 for adults and juniors free.  We discussed meeting places; I’ve been too busy to meet the
hotel folks.  Bob Horton is working some fresh angles with the convention bureau after getting some tips on locations from a
local wedding planner.  We discussed the logistics a little as well.  We need 40 tables for entries, 5-10 tables for registration
and miscellaneous and 60 tables for vendors.  If we do not hold the show in the hotel, we can also sell sodas, coffee and
donuts for a little extra profit.   
 
The Dates:
October 11:  Chapter meeting.
November 8:  Chapter meeting.  IPMS Butch O’Hare.  Details to follow.
December 13:  Chapter Christmas party and gift exchange.
January 10:  Chapter meeting.  Dues due and Chapter elections (secretary/treasurer vacancy)
February 14:  Chapter meeting
March 13:  Club meeting 
March 27 2004:  IPMS Quad Cities Show.
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Comrade Bruno Speaks:
Hi Gang, Voting is now over for the Election of IPMS/USA Officers. I'll let you know who won as soon as details become
available. Check the IPMS/USA Website for even more information.  By now, you should all have your recharter forms.
The information that is on them, including officers and such (addresses) is based on your current info at the Headquarters.
Any changes? Get in touch with the main office or me ASAP. If you have not received it yet, contact me and I'll put it in for
you.  Hope you all had a great time at the Region 5 Convention. I've been told it was a great time! Before you know it, it will
be May and we'll do it all over again!!!!  The IPMS/Duneland and IPMS/O'Hare Shows are up soon. Hope to see you there
and remember we will be having a short meeting at the O'Hare gig.  The new Gallery and Chapter Showcase is up on the
Website. Check it out.............several Region 5 members this time! Bob/John are looking for articles on
Armor/Figures/Ships. If you’re interested, contact me for details!!! We need your HELP!!!!! 
Cheers and talk to you soon!!!!
 Jack Bruno IPMS #25313
Region 5 Coordinator IPMS/USA
2003 Region Coordinator of the Year
 
 
Industry News
International Model & Hobby Show
By Tim Leicht, courtesy GTR newsletter
Last month, the International Model and Hobby Show (formerly known as RCHTA) was held at the Rosemont (IL)
Convention Center. While mostly a trade show for the hobby and toy industry, this year it was open to the public on both
Saturday and Sunday. In addition to the manufacturers displays there were Make and Takes and demos, also this year for
the first time some local hobby shops were offering products for retail sale. Overall the show was still pretty large, maybe a
little smaller than in previous years. But most of the plastic kit manufacturers had noticeably smaller display areas than in the
past. Revell-Monogram used to have a whole aisle. Now both they and AMT/ERT had a much smaller presence. Tamiya
still had a huge display, of course much of that was their R/C and other toy products.  There were new product 
announcements, including lots of die cast stuff. That part of the hobby still seems to be growing, at least in relation to the
plastic kits. The Import/Tuner category of kits is the hot subject, for both die cast and plastic.  GTR president Tim Leicht
contributed this report from the show:  Well, another year of anticipation for some upcoming surprises in the realm of
modeling has come and gone, and it looks like we are going to have our collections and workbenches full of new stuff again
this year! I was quite impressed this time around at the National Hobby Show (aka RCHTA). I was there as a retailer this
year selling, so I got to spend some time looking at everything this year. So, if you bear with me, here’s my story.  Since we
are mainly a race model car club, I’ll cover that subject matter first. The best new kit for me was the big new 1/12 scale
Ferrari F1 2002 from Revell Monogram. There was a built one at the show and it was outstanding! I can’t wait for this kit, to
be offered from Revell AG.  In addition, they had newly updated NASCAR kits with improved chassis and updated
bodywork. Revell/Monogram is still the king in this arena.  Then we are getting some vintage racing Corvettes from the late
â€˜60s later this year, and a nice ‘50s road race ˜Vette as well. On the new tool front, there will be a Ford Focus tuner, a
Subaru WRX metal kit, and a Caddy SUV. Good things are coming from this company this year. (Also the Revell AG
(Germany) catalog notes a 1/24 Sauber Petronas F1 kit due out very soon.)
(Thanks to Revell for letting Tim take these photos at their booth).  Tamiya rolled out their pre-painted series of car kits,
including some DTM racecars and a pre-painted motorcycle kit. I gotta tell you, these are pricey, but they are nice! Also,
they have a new Rally Car garage figure set, with tools, jacks, and some other nice bits. This is something you could use for
any race garage set up. There weren’t too many new things from them this year. They re-released the big 1/12 Ferrari F50
in yellow this year, and the 1/20 scale Hummers in Gulf war liveries.
AMT/Ertl has come out with more NASCAR versions based on their ancient tooling, not worth it to me, but that’s my
opinion. They are also re-releasing the Bat Man kits from the first two movies, and some older kits like the Beverly Hillbillies
car, and the ˜60s Corvair kit. Not much new tooling from them this year, but lots of repops. (The old MPC Howmet turbine
race car kit was also shown as a reissue, but it was the open version and not the GT. Too bad we don’t get the coupe,
perhaps the mold was changed?  Polar Lights has announced new 1/25 1964 Pontiac GTO and 1965 Dodge Coronet
prepainted snap kit s as well. This is a new arena for them, so I’ll be watching to see how these go. It’s too bad about the
Funny Cars; most of them have been discontinued, along with the vintage NASCAR stuff. (They also will offer a new 1/25
snap kit of the VW Beetle Love Bug).  The long awaited Trumpeter Nova and Pontiac are still awaiting, and the Johan folks
only had a ˜59 Rambler to show, with lots of promises for new kits. We’ll see.  Testors showed off a new lacquer paint 
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selection, in cans AND bottles. It looks like Tamiya has eaten in to their profit margins in paint.
Now on to the diecast stuff. GMP had a gorgeous 1/12 scale Corvette GT race car on display, along with those nice Trans
Am Mustangs and Camaros. And a new company called M.I.C. had some really nice 1/18 scale drag cars based on Ertl
tooling of Dusters, Barracudas, Camaros, and Pontiacs that were very well done, with tunnel ram manifolds and accurate
headers. Highway 61 had ˜60s Dodge cars in race trim from the Ramchargers and Roger Lindamood, and a first time a
stock Nash Rambler in 1/18 scale. Ertl had a new tool of a 65 Chevelle and a lot of TV stuff coming out like the Dragula of
George Barris, from the Munsters show. There was not too much new from them, unless you like Fast and Furious stuff. In
that regard Jada Toys, a fairly new diecast company, had lots of tuner cars to show off, mostly Japanese. Revell Germany
had a new MGA in stock trim, along with re-releases of the Acura NSX, and the Corvette convertible, from a few years
ago. (Burago will do the New Beetle convertible, in both 1/18 and 1/24 and the Porsche Cayanne in 1/18). With the absence
of Exoto and AutoArt at the show, that’s about it for diecast.  You can count on more announcements in the coming weeks
when the Hobby Visions Show takes place in Las Vegas. Some manufacturers were sitting on new stuff until then. This
might also be the last year for the Chicago event, stay tuned for more news on that. That’s about it for this year, guys; you
will have lots to do this season, and plenty to keep you busy.

 Abducted by the Carpet Gnomes
By Diego Fernetti
As usual, when the night before my birthday came, I had braced myself for  some weird experience. Nevertheless,
weirdness always appears in the most  unpredictable way. I should have suspected something when I was about to fall
asleep, because I heard a muffled giggling, low as if it would have been from the neighbors downstairs. Then I fell into an
unsettling dream until I was awakened by a choking feeling.  I opened my eyes and found myself on the floor, laying on my
back on the bedroom carpeting and all tied up as Gulliver in a movie I saw on TV when I was a kid. I was surrounded by
strange creatures who stared at me with a fierce look in their bulging eyes. One of them climbed to my chest and showed
me a chewing gum stick with lint stuck to it and told me “I command you to chew this!” As I was reluctant to accept the
flimsy treat, a bunch of them grabbed my face and forced me to open my mouth. They threw the gum  inside and pushed my
jaws once and again to make me chew it. It had a vague taste of tutti frutti and common household dirt.  I felt that the strings
that kept me prisoner were loosened. In fact, it was me who was shrinking fast, so quickly that I gasped for air. When it
stopped I found myself into a tightening circle of these fearful creatures, armed with sharp toothpicks and needles and pins.
“We are the Carpet Gnomes” the one who gave me the magical chewing gum said “and you will be taken before our King”.
Realizing that resistance would be dangerous, I followed him into the fuzzy jungle of my own carpeting, while the rest of the 
creatures booed and pushed me. I will describe these people, as I had plenty of time to watch them on the winding road to
his Royal Gnomeness residence. They are not nice and bearded gnomes as we are used to see in fairy tales, nor sympathetic
and polite as the Borrowers. They are squat and brownish of skin, their faces much like cane toads. Their mouths are filled
with sharp pointed teeth and some sported bristly moustaches shaped in the most unusual fashion, like  handlebars or poodles.
Their hands are skilful and strong, armed with knives  made of broken #11 blade tips, spears made of stretched sprue and
deep fried  crossbows. Their clothes were made of knitted lint and odd pieces of string,  wool and thread. They are very
resourceful and fast, taking advantage of everything that falls on the floor and grabbing them for future use.  After a long
winding road, we reached a sort of castle that looked much like my dustbin, but seen from below I can’t really say if it was
or not. Rotary, the Great Gnome, as he liked to be called, was there and took me for a walk without saying much as
welcoming speech. “You big people” he started as we were left alone “are the most stupid kind I ever meet”. ”However our
economy is tied to yours, fortunately. Our people must scrounge from the crumbs of the food you eat and wear whatever
fragment of clothing you lose or forget”.  He paused and looked at me with a greedy look “But there are better things to get
from you, big, stolid humans!” After the turn of the road, I discovered a busy workshop in the depths of the fuzzy brown
carpet of my studio: some of these critters were assembling 
a raggedy row of aircraft, made of assorted pieces of plastic, brass parts, stretched sprue and dried lumps of glue. The
malicious little men had learned to make working mechanisms from the inert pieces of plastic, and I saw a bizarre mixture of
a red Revell Fokker triplane with a lilac Airfix Albatros tail and some bulging wheels from a Matchbox Hawker Fury. Some
distance away, there was a Spad VII with Camel wings with ribs partially sanded, all covered in flaking decals. A mixture of
Focke Wulf and Morane Saulnier N rumbled in a rustic airfield of flattened polyester grass. I was stunned and asked Rotary
“Why this, what else do you want from us?” I was quite annoyed, since the parts I was seeing there were searched for
thoroughly and their absence caused me a lot of trouble completing my kits (well, completing in my case was a figure of
speech, in any case the loss of the parts made that more improbable).  “We have more valuable things to steal” Rotary
whispered. “We have more valuable things to steal” Rotary whispered. “Your kidding me” I said “you are so small that are
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more than rewarded with all the stuff you are stealing now”.” Some treasures don’t fall to the floor, but we have our ways to
get them” Rotary replied. Then he guided me to a sort of cellar.  There, there were rows of small bottles with labels dated on
them, filled with some strange liquid, looking much like gold enamel when one squirts some thinner in it, with twirling shapes
flowing into it. “See” he said “this is  the real booty”. ”And what’s this?” I replied taking one of the bottles from its shelf. It
was dated “September 17, 1979”. Rotary grinned on a rather disgusting way: “That’s time, my dear, wasted time”. “Every
time you spend unproductive, lazy hours looking at some old crappy movie, fingering an old book, building or fondling a
clumsy scale model we can snatch these hours and bottle them here, and we feast on them”. I tried hard to remember what
happened that September 17th, 1979 and while staring at the bottle the twirls began to take shape and I saw me, at age 10,
building an Alouette helicopter with my dad, on a sunny and quiet afternoon years ago. I looked round to the other bottles and
could discern other scenes in them: Me reading “The little Prince” for the umpteenth time, me drawing a tree just for the fun
of it, me learning to use a paintbrush for months, me drinking coffee with a friend without the need of  speaking …  Lost
time.  Time I sometimes needed for something else, time that could have been converted into money but spent into menial,
small things. Things so small and fleeting that can be snatched by these abject gnomes. “We want more of  this precious time 
to keep it buried here, for our own fun and solace. We  still don’t know how to get all this time from you, big people” said
Rotary  “but we are going to find out how to get it and leave nothing but for us”. I was so mad at him and all his folk that I
seized the bottle of 1979 and  ran out of there, kicking the ugly gnome king in his swollen belly. Many  gnomes ran after me, 
but I managed to escape without being seen in the dark  forest of my carpet. I was feeling that the effect of the magical
chewing  gum were fading on me, and since I would be too big to hold the small golden  bottle with my big fingers, I
uncorked it and swallowed all its contents at  once. It tasted sour and sweet at the same time. A flavor of old days  knotted 
tight my throat, and I lost conscience.  I awoke again, early this morning of my 34th birthday, and walked to the bathroom
mirror to see if any ill effect of my adventure was apparent.  Nothing seemed unusual, but then, slowly, a tear in the shape of
the bottle I drank fell down my cheek.
 
Review - Italeri M24 Chaffee (Early)
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: Italeri 1/35 Scale Kit No. 6431: M24 Chaffee (Early); 253 parts (250 in light olive drab styrene, 2 in steel colored
vinyl, 1 sheet of clear styrene); retail price around $23.
Advantages: Provides some new detail parts and tracks to make the early production model M24 light tank, as well as new
markings.
Disadvantages: Does not correct (backdate) the kit completely.
Rating: Highly Recommended.
Recommendation: For all US and WWII Armor fans.
F I R S T L O O K:
One of the better Italeri kits for over 25 years has been their pleasant little Chaffee kit. It has not been a perfect kit, but it is
an easy build that results in a very recognizable replica of its prototype. But the kit only could be built as the later production
version, with twin-pin rubber block tracks and the flotation accessory pads on the bow and stern plates. It was also missing
some smaller details.  Italeri has redone the molds (not sure if they cloned them, but it does appear that they did do a new
belly pan mold and not simply fill in the older one). Some new bits have been added to one sprue (making a clever use of
dead space) and a new sprue with 11 new parts added. The latter includes new drivers for the new set of vinyl single-pin
steel tracks, spare track links, and some new stowage bits. A windshield is also included and is provided with a clear styrene
"glass" section as well.  That's the good news. The one item of bad news is that they did get rid of the front set of pads for
mounting the never-used flotation devices, but left the rear ones on the stern plate (part 20). These have to be removed, and
as they were hollow, "that's gonna leave a mark."  None of the kit's vicissitudes have been fixed, either. For the accuracy
buff, you will still need to get a set of AFV Club M41 wheels to replace the kit ones with for an accurate running gear with
the lightening holes in the idler wheel and rims for the road wheels. Also, the armored covers over the rear air intakes have
to be removed and "jacked up" about .030" to get the right appearance on the rear deck. The .50 caliber also has to go (in my
kit, surprisingly the M2 was broken in half, so I have no option.)  The kit does come with new decals, this time for a total of

five vehicles: 1st AD in Italy, 1945; US Army Germany 1945; 3ID in Korea, 1951; 1st RTR, Germany 1945; and French
Indochina 1953. All seem to be missing bits, but it is unknown if Italeri could not see them on the photos used for markings or
just skipped them. Nevertheless, extra markings will probably be needed for all of them. As they are all US based vehicles,
only one color is available: olive drab.  Overall, it is nice that Italeri gave us a different version of the kit, but a bit
disappointing they did not try to fix more of the kit up at the same time. Still it is reasonable, and in this day and age that is
nice to see. 
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Kit review:
Williams BMW FW24
Tamiya 20055 1/20 scale
Review by Tim Leicht, courtesy GTR newsletter
Over the past several years Tamiya has released one new kit in their line of 1/20 Grand Prix racers each year. With the
emergence of the Williams BMW team, with drivers Juan Montoya and Ralf Schumaker developing into a serious threat to
Ferrari and Michael Schumaker in this year’s Formula 1 World Championship, it appears that Tamiya picked a winner for
their latest subject.  On to the kit. Here’s what it’s all about. By now we know the drill at Tamiya; add another kit to the
series, worthy of it’s inclusion in to the mix, make it better than the last one, target your biggest market, Europe! It’s a
perfect match. And Tamiya has answered the call in their usual fashion. Read on.  This kit a quantum leap in F1 model kit
design for two reasons. The front brakes actually rotate within the calipers, and the car can be shown with the bodywork on
or off, on garage stands, just like the real car! The stands are part of the kit, hopefully soon cast in resin by some aftermarket
company to show off other F1 models the same way.  I don’t know how they do it, but the body parts are perfect, with the
subtle curves and wing shapes molded in, with the usual Tamiya tooling mastery. The modeling world hears a lot of whining
about how domestic kit makers are always talking about how new tooling is so expensive. Yet Tamiya does a new tool for
every new kit? The cost is reflected in the kit price, so while this a nice model, I don’t think it will sell in the numbers in the
US market that domestic kit makers say they need to sell to justify tooling costs. Tamiya must recognize there are enough
modelers in the international marketplace that will pay for a top quality model kit.  My biggest disappointments with this kit
are the paint instructions and the decal sheet. First, the recommended color for the blue is wrong. I have seen this car in
person, and I own a BMW 325I painted in Montreal blue. THAT is the blue color on the racecar. It’s almost like a metallic
purple. Tamiya Mica Blue is a better match than the Telefonica Blue the instructions call for. Hold the decal sheet up to the
paint can and you will see what I mean. They don’t match. Also, the small blue bits on the decal sheet aren’t metallic blue,
like the real car. So, you have your work cut out for you paint wise if you wish to match the real thing. Unless Tamiya
releases a new color in their paint line, which has been known to happen if needed for one of their new kits.  Have you 
noticed how the front tires in F1 are closer to the rear tires in size lately? This kit has faithfully reproduced them in soft
rubber, with the proper Michelin markings. While the wheels are molded in black, they will paint up nicely in the proper
silver. The hub mounts for the wheels are removable, enabling the builder to show the car on the pit stands with the tires on
or off.  The carbon fiber suspension is beautifully done, but I wish Tamiya would throw in the carbon decals to cover them,
so we don’t have to use aftermarket decals. They did, however, give you the plated heat shield foil and some photo-etch bits
as well.  So another must have F1 kit comes down the pipe from Tamiya. As great as the Ferraris have been, some variety
was needed.
Can the Jaguar or the Toyota be far behind? 

Kit review:
1/72 RPM Renault FT-17
By Grzegorz_Mazurowski
Yes!  I have one of these.  Berliet turret with a Puteaux cannon.  The kit is available in up to 7 variants (4 WWI French,
Japanese, postwar French/German and Soviet).  The kit is very complex, 3 sprues of the grey plastic and two hard gum
tracks.  Every smallest wheel is molded separately. Plastic isn't perfect, I think it is a bit fragile and the surfaces, although
highly detailed, aren't as smooth as in the Eduard kits. Generally it looks very similar to the Roden kits - very highly detailed
and probably very acccurate (I have no references except some photos), but the engineering isn't perfect, and some smaller
parts can be difficult to detach from the sprues. My kit contains only one turret variant (Berliet, round one), but there are
both cannon and three various machine guns (Hotchkiss and some other) included. Lots of decals (I think each variant has
different sheet!), including schemes: many French, some Polish, German (WWII), Finnish, Spanish, and US (at least 15
schemes, only for Berliet/cannon variant!).  At first look, it's a great kit, but as I wrote, it could be a bit tricky to complete
due to the great number of small parts and some kit design ideas - for me it is similar to the Roden Albatros fuselage - so
many parts to glue together, to get fairly simple object.  This kit isn't similar to the RPM Ford T - it looks completely
different! Different plastic, different detail and accuracy level (much higher!!!), different kit design. Vickers gun in the Ford
T kit was very poor and simplified, Hotchkiss in the Renault is perfect, but I'm afraid that I might break the barrel if I try to
detach it from the sprue.  So - it's like a Roden, not Eduard, and not an Airfix.
 
USAFE Base Histories
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The following is another in an occasional series of histories of bases used by the United States Air Forces Europe (USAFE),
put out by the USAFE Office of History.  RAF Alconbury      Huntingdon, UK  - 52o 22'N, 000 13'W- Construction began in
1938.  Served as RAF bomber base from 1939 to Aug 42 and AAF bomber base from Sep 42 to Dec 45.  Became RAF 
maintenance and bomb disposal site in 1946. Designated a USAF primary installation on 24 Aug 51 and later served as an
aircraft depot annex to RAF Burtonwood.  After rehabilitation and new construction, base occupied by a det of USAFE's

7523rd Air Base Sq on 1 Jun 53 and the 7523rd Spt Sq on 1 Jan 54.  The 7560th Air Base Sq, activated on 7 Nov 54,

elevated to 7560th Air Base Gp on 21 Mar 55, and inactivated in Aug 59.  The 86th Sq of the 47th Bomb Wg arrived 20 Sep
55 with B-45s, establishing RAF Alconbury as a satellte base of RAF Sculthorpe.  The 42nd Troop Carrier Sq (M) also
based at RAF Alconbury from May 57 to Aug 59 (replacing the 47th Bomb Wg) and remained the host unit.  The 30th and 
32nd Tac Recon Sqs were inactivated in 1976 but the 527th Tac Ftr Trng Agg Sq was activated on 1 Apr 76 as USAFE's
aggressor training unit.  The 527th was redesignated the 527th Aggressor Sq on 15 Apr 83 and ceased flying F-5s on 1Jul 88
when the 527th moved to RAF Bentwaters on 14 Jul 88.
Later in 1988, two A-10 squadrons completed their move from RAF Bentwaters to RAF Alconbury.  In 1982 SAC's 17th 
Recon Wg activated.  From Apr to Jun 87, the 10th's RF-4 aircraft were sent to Zweibrucken AB and CONUS.  The wing 
was redesignated the 10th Tac Ftr Wg on 20 Aug 87, reflecting the deletion of the reconnaissance mission.  USAFE 
inactivated the 1st Tac Recon Sq on 15 Jan 88.  In Jul and Sep 88, two of six A-10 squadrons (509th and 511th Tac Ftr Sqs)
moved from RAF Bentwaters to RAF Alconbury.  Primary aircraft:  B-24, 1942- 45; B-17, 1943-45; B-45, 1955-59; C-47,
C-54, and SA-16, 1957-59; B/WB/RB-66, 1958-66; RF-4, 1965-87; F-5, 1976-88; TR-1/U-2R, 1983-93 (?); A-10, 1988-93
(?).
 
Dhahran AB, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia   26o 16'N, 50o 09'E- AAF initially planned an air base here to help in switching US
troops from the European to Pacific theater, receiving Saudi permission in an exchange of notes of 5 and 6 Aug 45.  Base 
was activated and assigned to ATC on 20 Feb 46, reassigned to USAFE
on 30 Jun 47, reassigned to ATC (later MATS) on 6 Dec 47, and returned to USAFE on 1 Jun 53.  The 1414th Air Base Sq,
elevated to an Air Base Group in Apr 49, had been host for MATS.  Base served as the headquarters for 2nd Air Division
from 1 Mar 54 until 1 Apr 62.  Base rights agreement reached on 23 Jun 49, revised on 18 Jun 51, renewed on 2 Apr 57, but
allowed to expire by the Saudi Government in 1962.  Became Dhahran IAP and King Abdul Aziz RSAFB.  Primary aircraft:
C-47 and C-54.
 
Mini-review:
Arii 1/700 USS John Rogers
By David R. Wells, courtesy MPI
I decided to support my local hobby store, and I bought the Arii 1/700 model of the Spruance class destroyer. (marketed in
this case, as USS John Rogers, DD-983).  Overall, it's not bad. Not perfect, but it's a good value.  The obvious question is: Is
it as good as Skywave? The answer: No, but it's close, it's much cheaper, and you get several bonuses that Skywave would
never include.  First, the bad news. Not all the pieces have beveled joints like Skywave has. It will be harder to paint. The
parts don't seem to be as delicate or detailed. The ASROC launcher looks cheesy, it's missing part of the bottom. The
antennae are not perfect, one of them has air space filled in with plastic (YECH). There were some sink marks in the hull.
Time to get out the Green Stuff. On the other hand, the Skywave Type 42/2 I bought recently (for ALOT more money) had
similar sink marks.  Now the good news:  They copied ALOT of good ideas from Skywave. It looks to me like they bought a
Skywave, and tried to make it cheaper. Most of the masts & antennae are nice. (Just that ONE really bad one) The 5"/54
mk 45 guns are actually BETTER than Skywave's. Skywave's is missing the back. This one's complete.  BIG GOOD
NEWS: This kit has a full-hull option!!! The bilge keels have to be glued on, (hard) and the SQS-53 sonar on the bow is a bit
off, (fixable with putty) but at least it has a lower hull. This is by far the best compromise I've seen between full hull and
waterline models.  The upper hull is very much like what you'd see in a Skywave mode. The lower hull is a separate piece,
sort of like a Nichimo ship, but unlike  a Nichimo, it actually fits! Nice going ARII!  Unexpected Bonus: You get free, inside,
several unexpected bonuses. You get a 1/700 Pegasus PHM, a 1/700 LCAC, and some smaller landing craft.  I like it!!!
When was the last time Skywave threw anything like that into their kits?  Overall, this kit has a great bang per buck ratio. It's
a little harder to build well than a Skywave, but you get more, and it costs less. I think I'm going to buy more of these.
MWS’ Bit and Pieces: ( just to fill it this space)
 
   Super Sabre in Action is a new edition not a reissue of the earlier title of the same subject/name. At twice the price it
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better be.
   The current Scale Aircraft Modele r has a very good article about the FJ/2/3/4 Fury in Navy/Marine Corp service. I
might do a drone director to set next to my Hellcat in the same colors.
   I noticed the October or was the September issue of Fine Scale Modeler had a set of fine brushes in the plastic envelope
at Borders. Don’t know if it was the same at  Barnes & Nobles. But it was not at the hobby shops that way.
   The Fall Guy 84 GMC pick-up was re-issued this summer. There was an article in Scale Auto Enthusiast about ten years
ago about converting two kits to make a CUCV from it. CUCV had a long bed and the Fall Guy kit was the short bed.
Another project to go. But since I have done a short bed when the Chevy Silverado kits was a long bed it should be easy.

   BTW I noticed the PANDA has come out with a 300th Scale USS Cole . I wonder how long before someone
scratchbuilds the floating dry-dock ship that bought it back from the Middle East. Now that was a impressive sight.

   Anyone want the 48th Scale part of the decals from the S-3A Viking that Bush flew to the carrier? the markings come

with both the 48th and 72nd sets.  I have one coming soon from Meteor Productions.

   This week I realized if I build all the big kits that I have of 72nd subjects (B-36, B-47, B52G/H, KC-135E, EC-135,
KC-135R and the space Shuttle) I already have a B52D, B58, C130 and B1B up there. I would have a room with a plastic 
overcast.
   You know you have it bad when you buy two kits. Because you might ,just might want to build another later. Then you find
the first kit is unbuildable but you hang on the other kit anyway.
   When will the buyers on Ebay catch on that the kits are cheaper at the hobby shops

   Most of you saw the 1000th scale USS Enterprise (Star Trek not the CVN-65) from Polar Lights. Do you realized most
of those kits will never be made. “Hey man that is a collectible, its rare.” Of course the Enterprise NX-01 from the current
series will be $99 per kit. You won’t be able to build it. “you built it? man that was a collectible, it’s not worth anything now.”
   Now that I finally saw Armageddon all the way through I think I want a shuttle from the movie. Two Shuttles launched at
the same time from one launch center. I don’t think so. Of course a idiot destroys the Mir Space Station and gets the girl at
the end of the movie. Great roll model for slackers.

  About the plastic overcast remark above add the International Space Station in 144th. I hope no-one ever does it in 72nd. 
 
 

And from I can’t live without it department: If anyone goes to a Regional or out of town hobby
store and finds a resin 72nd scale AH-64 Cheyenne by Miku or Legato get for me please!!!
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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society’s 
November 2003 Newsletter
 
 
Meeting Minutes:
This month we met in the Bettendorf Library meeting room.  Not a bad place for a meeting, but they do charge so we will be
going back to the Carriage House for the December meeting. We have the carriage house scheduled for the next year.  Bob
has a line on a guest speaker he will be working on, he’s a retired pilot.  Bob will keep us updated.  Bob reported that our

chapter has been renewed for another year.  Earl brought some pictures by from his trip to Dayton for the 37th Fighter 
Squadron reunion.   Earl also brought some of his interesting creations, to include a hover tank.  This is from the David 
Drake book and is made from old Aurora tank parts and plastic sheet along with a long list of parts like BIC pens, plastic
toothbrush containers, sewing thread spools, Phantom intakes and other odds and ends. Earl also brought his finished Angel
interceptor finished in a white and blue scheme.  There were a lot of books and magazines brought for show and tell.  Next
month will be a road trip to the Butch O’Hare show at Lakeview Jr. High School in Darien.  This is the same venue as the
last several years.  I hear that the vendor tables are already sold out.  December is the annual Christmas meeting.  We will
be having a gift exchange, just wrap something up (no Starfix kits!!!) and bring it.  We will also be bring goodies to eat and
we will be having our annual “What If” contest as well.    
 
The Dates:
November 8:  Chapter meeting.  IPMS Butch O’Hare.  Lakeview Jr. High, 701 Plainfield Road, Darien, IL. 
                                                     Contact Ron Getz (708) 788-7441 for details
December 13:  Chapter Christmas party and gift exchange.
January 10:  Chapter meeting.  Dues due and Chapter elections
February 14:  Chapter meeting
March 13:  Club meeting 
March 27 2004:  IPMS Quad Cities Show.
 
 
IPMS National election results:
Total votes -  702  ( Mail in 401, Email 301 )
President - Dave Morrissette - 519  ( 292 mail, 227 email )
 Rusty White - 178  ( 104 mail, 74 email )
Vice President - John Noack - 535  ( 307 mail, 228 email )
- Wayne Walrond 161  ( 88 mail, 73 email )
2nd Vice President - Ron Bell - 500  ( 286 mail, 214 email )
 John Vanek - 191  ( 104 mail, 87 email )
Secretary - James Bates - 392  ( 283 mail, 210 email )
 James Woody - 200  ( 109 mail, 91 email )
DLC - Jack Kennedy - 510  ( 286 mail, 224 email )
 Frank Ciccarelli - 188  ( 111 mail, 77 email )
Historian/Pubs Dir - Mark Gustavson - 689  ( 388 mail, 301 email )

 
 
A word from our Man In Chicago:
Hello Gang!!  First off, I'm now accepting bids for the 2005 Region 5 Convention. Those that are bidding will need to comply
with guidelines (maybe) that will be discussed at the IPMS/Butch O'Hare Show in November. This will include the possibility
of appointing a Region 5 Convention Head Judge and Judging Teams.  Discussion notes will be sent to you all and then we
will decide when the facts are in. Mind you, this does not take away from what "type" of Contest you want to run, but rather
qualified and experienced Judging at the Regional Level. Bids must be in to me before April 1, 2004.  Several Shows are



2 of 8

coming up that I still need information on. In addition, it is YOUR responsibility once your show is RC APPROVED, to go to
the IPMS Website and fill out the Contest Form. This gets your show on the website and JOURNAL. Failure to do this will
get you zilch. Don't "cry" to me. Well, you could if ya want too.  The Election is over and the total ballots received were
appalling.  12% is kinda drab...........so, in two years get out the VOTE!!!! Outta that 12%, Chicago had 75% of it..........is
that wrong?  The National Convention in Phoenix will also be the site of bidding for the 2006 National Convention.   It is the
Mid/Center Section turn, so you need to Contact 2nd VP, Ron Bell for your intentions.  You'll be a daisy if ya do.  If you are 
planning you show for next year, please get your DATE to me ASAP. Things are building up in the Spring and care must be
taken not to conflict unless authorized by the chapters and myself.  Some Chapter Contacts have started to have e-mails
bounce. If you are changing e-addresses, let me know. At the Region 5 Convention one contact made a comment that he
never hears from me :) well, if he would unblock me he might. Alas, I've been able to sleep at night.  Imagine that!!!  I 
picked up an A6M3 "Hamp" in 1/48 by TAMIYA. However, I'm looking for a scan or copy of the English instructions. I
need to know whose A/C is Whose!!!!   THANK YOU HENRY!!!!!! 
Jack “da Man” Bruno
RC5
 
Review - Trumpteter 1/35 Type 82 Tank Transporter
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: Trumpeter 1/35 Scale Kit No. 00201; Chinese 50 Ton Tank Transporter; 681 parts (571 in olive drab styrene, 33
in orange styrene, 26 in clear styrene, 24 vinyl tires, 17 in etched brass, 3 metal springs, 2 aluminum axles, 1 length vinyl hose,
1 length thin insulated wire, 1 length bare copper wire, 1 length cotton string); price varies from $59-80.
Advantages: Beautifully molded kit nearly in same league with Tamiya M26 Dragon Wagon or FAMO kits; complete
package kit includes useful sheet of etched brass; very nicely done working features.
Disadvantages: Very soft tires with heavy mold seams will be a problem to clean up; obscurity of vehicle may hurt sales
opportunities.
Rating: Highly Recommended.
Recommendation: For all softskin fans as well as PLA followers, or just those who want something truly different.
F I R S T L O O K:
Trumpeter continues to stun with the sudden change in quality of its kits, and the recent releases of PLA equipment has been
truly amazing. While most aircraft modelers are off looking at the usual subjects (with the exception of a pair of very large
1/32 scale F-105s) armor modelers find themselves treated to truly different subjects, such as this Chinese-built Type 82 50
Ton Tank Transporter.  This is a domestically produced Chinese heavy truck called the HY 473, although it is obviously
heavily influenced by Japanese Hino and German Daimler-Benz offerings (the latter being produced in China under license.)
While the original version was approved for production in 1982, a later 1996 version with a turbocharged diesel engine (which
I believed is dubbed the HY 521, according to its sales literature) is more powerful and has other improvements. The truck
itself is classed as 24 metric tons, but is rated to tow a gooseneck trailer with up to 50 metric ton tanks such as the Type
96/Type 98 main battle tank; the system with the later HY 521 is capable of pulling up to a 75 metric ton load. The trailer is a
specially designed HY 962 12-wheel trailer. Although the tractor is a 6 x 6 vehicle, the low clearance of the lowbow and
"street" tires limit its off-road recovery capability. In essence, this is a high-speed transport for tanks and other armored
vehicles, with a top speed noted (box-top intelligence or BOXINT) of 64 kph (40 mph). The kit provides the basic HY 473
and HY 962 combination.  On first look, this is an impressive kit both in size and complexity. The model is focused on the
tractor and as a result most of the detailing goes to the cab and chassis. The model comes with working steering and an
opening cab with optional support pistons for posing it. It also has sliding landing gear legs and moveable ramps. While the
rear axle bogie on the tractor can be made to operate, as none of the shafts flex this does not appear to be a recommended
option.  The cab itself is molded in one piece, which is at least as good as most of the US 1/25 and 1/24 scale car bodies that
I have seen over the years. The engine is bright orange, and most of the detail parts on it are either black, silver or a color
they describe as "cocoa brown" (Gunze Sangyo H17/29). The hose and wire sections are provided to hook up some of the
assemblies, as well
as to wire up the double winch on the rear of the chassis.  The brass parts cover the fine details, such as non-slip sections of
the sides of the pressed steel non-slip fenders and the mud flaps and windshield wipers. There are a total of 26 clear pieces,
about 2/3 of which are lights and lenses for turn signals and marker lights.  One thing I miss from the "good old days" of
Revell is an explanation of what each of the parts actually do or represent, and on this kit it would have come in handy. Most
of the bits appear to be related to winches or pulleys, but there is no way to say and that complicates painting and detailing
later on.  The kit is very cleanly molded, with the one old bugaboo exception of the tires. The kit comes with 10 large and 14
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small hollow vinyl tires, with at least the large ones blessed with a significant molding ridge all the way around the center of
the tire. While some modelers have noted that freezing some vinyl items may make it easier to sand off the seam, these are
so soft and floppy it may not be possible to try that.  Color schemes for the model are alas pretty blah, as the only option
offered is PLA olive drab with black chassis details. The front deck of the gooseneck trailer is wood and the directions call
for it to be painted natural wood.
Decals basically cover license plates and warning panels, and that is about it.  Overall, this is a beautiful kit, but one that is so
obscure that it may be passed by for other more popular subjects. (The only one right now more obscure is the DF-21 missile
loader/launcher using the same HY 473 tractor, also from Trumpeter.) I purchased their 120mm Type 89 SP gun some time
ago, and will probably build it as a load for this vehicle. It's a shame not to build the Type 82, if just for a change of pace!
 
Tamiya VW Golf Racing Group2 Kit
Kit Subject: Volkswagen Golf Racing Group 2
Manufacturer: Tamiya
Kit Number: 24008 Scale: 1/24 
Reviewed by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy GTR Modelers
This kit is another limited reissue of one of Tamiya's earlier sports car models, similar to their BMW 320 Racing kit also
recently released. On the inner roof is engraved the year 1978. The packaging is classic Tamiya, with beautiful box art and
bagged sprues. The instructions are a six-page booklet.  This subject of this kit is a Volkswagen Group 2 racecar that was
campaigned in Germany in the mid 1970s. This is a street stock type category, using modified production cars. The kit
markings are for the Kamei team, the same company that produced lots of aftermarket items for compact European cars.
The paint scheme is white, orange red and yellow. It will be quite a task to replicate the box art, you will have to mask off
the four colors since these are not included on the decals. There are three different numbers, also Kamei and some other
contingency markings on the decal sheet.   As was typical of Japanese kit design of the era, the kit was engineered around
an electric motor (not included this time around, although the gear to drive the rear wheels is still molded onto the rear axle).
Since it was be an action toy, it is meant to stay together despite heavy use. So many details are molded in or simplified to
increase sturdiness. Examples of this are the molded on wipers and chrome headlight lenses.  Like most Tamiya kits of this 
genre it is a curbstyle design, with no engine other than the oil pan and other limited details molded visible from the underside.
The hood is molded shut. There is a racing exhaust that exits out to the side. The interior is complete, with racing seat,
console and roll bar. The fuel tank is molded into the floor pan where the rear seat would be. A driver figure is included.
There are no seat belts or harnesses as either pieces or decals. The interior door panels attach to the inside of the body. 
Again because of its motorized design, the chassis and suspension are simple. There is a metal axle in the rear, while the
front suspension utilizes spindles and a tie rod with working steering. The chrome BBS style wheels are disappointing by
today's standards. The tires are typical Tamiya soft rubber with molded on Goodyear sidewall lettering.  The body is one 
piece. Molded in white, there is a separate front bumper/spoiler. The most obvious modifications from the streetcar are the
large molded in fender flares. The front grille insert is black plastic (as are the chassis and interior parts).  As a Volkswagen 
fan this is a welcome release, something I saw advertised in a 70s modeling publication that I have been looking for. While
duplicating the suggested paint scheme may be difficult, this type of car also raced in the US in SCCA club racing in many
various paint and marking combinations. Compared to kits with new tooling it is somewhat crude due to its age and simplified
motorized design, but it can build into a decent shelf model. I have not seen any dedicated detail sets, and since this car was
not driven by famous drivers in any major series we probably won't. But many generic aftermarket or parts box pieces, like
wipers and interior pieces, can be utilized to add some needed detail.  As with Tamiya’s BMW 320I Racing kit, this appears
to be a limited reissue, not readily found in local shops. So if you want one, grab it if you find it.
 
DML 1/72 Scale Armor Kits
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: DML 1/72 Scale Armor Series:
 
            Kit No. 7201, Sd. Kfz. 184 Elefant; 83 parts (79 in grey styrene, 2 stick-on heavy paper rectangles, 2 black vinyl
track runs); estimated retail price US$8.95
 
            Kit No. 7215, M1A1 Abrams, 3rd Infantry Division, Iraq 2003; 129 parts (97 in grey styrene, 28 in grey vinyl, 2 steel
axles, 2 black vinyl track runs); estimated retail price US$8.95.
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Advantages: Simple, easy-to-build kits great for younger modelers and beginners.
Disadvantages: "Motoritis" in a 1/72 scale model?
Ratings:            Elefant – Highly Recommended
                        Abrams – Recommended
Recommendation: For small scale fans as well as younger modelers.
 
Small scale armor modeling – 1/72 and 1/76 scales – is currently undergoing a renaissance and a big time comeback among
modelers. It may be that people are tired of paying $40 for a kit that immediately needs new tracks and etched metal to be
impressive, or it may be people ran out of shelf room, but the bottom line is that over the last 10 years there has been a real
boom among the little fellas. And they don't give up much any more to their older brothers – some of the PST kits out of
Ukraine have well over 200 parts per kit!  DML is now entering the small scale market, but this is an indirect entry.  Both of
these kits are either offered or forecast in DML's line of 1/72 scale remote control armor. As such, once the boxes are
opened there are some compromises.  The M1A1 is at least as detailed as the original Tamiya kit of the M1 released 21
years ago was at its time of introduction. It does capture a good bit of the appearance of the Abrams, and thanks to Yves Du
Bay it has very accurate decals and markings.   That said, since this kit was designed to be motorized it has some serious
scale compromises made to it, namely the "pregnant" look of a bulged belly to accommodate the motor and radio steering
gear in its upscale brother. The belly is pierced for two screws to access the motor and batteries in the original, and the hull
is also a bit deeper to get the motor inside the thin space of an actual scale M1A1. While it does come with scale parts to
replace the motorization compromise ones, it does have some serious flaws to most scale modelers, the worst of which is the
solid bustle rack and side rail arrangement on the turret. Also, for no apparent reason, the APU from the late model tank –
flush with the top of the rear turret on the actual vehicle and DML's 1/35 scale version of the tank – now gets a "periscopic"
view and looks very awkward.   Markings are included for a tank from TF 1-64 Armor named "All Bout The Boxes". Not
quite sure what that means, but the markings match the photos to a T. Two stick-on simulated thermal panels for the front of
the turret complete the kit.  The Elefant has a different arrangement and as such appears to be less compromised, but then
again it may have a dedicated non-working chassis. Overall it is far closer to scale and appears to be very nicely molded with
a lot of open work and parts (the engine grilles are see-through, but that means you need to paint the inside black to hide the
fact it is empty. Overall the biggest flaw with this kit is not the kit itself but the directions, which if followed make it
impossible to assemble the main gun! The gun only assembles if the barrel (part D9) is inserted into the mount (D10) from
behind and THEN the collar (D11) is attached; the directions show it with the gun being stuck through the mount from the
front (no way GI!) and then the collar is attached.   This kit is a bit spartan but clean and nicely done. Only one set of
markings, 3 Kompanie sPz.Jg.Abt 653 in Russia 1944, are provided.  Both kits appear to come with gluable vinyl track, as
that what the directions indicate.   Overall, the best thing to say for these two kits is that they are really ideally suited for
younger modelers. It's not that expensive (less than $10) and in the case of the M1A1 will provide a certain level of "play"
value to the 8-10 crowd as all wheels roll and the tracks work. They should be seriously considered for events like "Make
and Take" programs as they are simple enough for a kid to get one together in short order without too much misery and
inexpensive enough to allow club bulk purchase.  Thanks to Freddie Leung of DML for the review samples.
 
Airplane Review:
Gloster Gladiator Mk.II in 1/72 scale
By Vincent Mankowski, Northern Virginia Modelers.
Courtesy MPI
Background:  My project was born from two lines of modeling.  Recently I have enjoyed assembling 1/72 scale WWI
biplanes.  They are inexpensive, straight-forward in construction, and with intricate paint schemes and original markings they
are eye-catching jewels for any modeler’s collection.  Secondly, with this year being the 50th anniversary of the close of
WWII, I have been re-motivated to purchase and construct some of the most widely recognized and famous aircraft ever
designed.  These two modeling interests were brought together as I read author F.K. Mason's book Battle Over Britain.  In 
his book Mason wrote that the Gladiator was "an anachronistic survival from an earlier generation of fighter aircraft.
Nevertheless it was a magnificent aircraft, and the damage it was to inflict for many months after the close of the battle
qualify it for inclusion in any review of the equipment with which Fighter Command faced the onslaught of 1940".  Quite a 
review, I had to build one!  With my subject selected, I began by researching the aircraft.    History/Data:  The Gloster 
Gladiator was of traditional design, and won a competition brought about by the British Air Ministry to build a new fighter
aircraft for the RAF in 1930.  The design was subsequently called S.5.37, and made its' maiden flight in 1934.  The first 230 
such aircraft produced were designated Gladiator Mk.I. These aircraft were followed by the Gladiator Mk.II with an
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improved Bristol Mercury Mk.IX engine, a new propeller and some other aerodynamic improvements to the basic airframe. 
The Gladiator was the last of the biplane fighters used by the RAF outlasting even the venerable Hawker Fury and Fairey
Swordfish series of biplane fighters.  The Gladiator was still in front line service at the outbreak of hostilities for Britain in
1940. 
Technical data for the fighter includes:
Length:  27 ft. 5 in.
Speed 253 mph
Wingspan:  32 ft. 3 in.
Range 440 miles
Height:  9 ft. 11 in.
Powerplant:  840 hp Bristol Mercury Mk.IX air-cooled radial engine   
Weight:  4,750 lbs.
Armament:  four .303 in. machine guns, 2 installed into fuselage sides and 2 in under wing gun packs. The Gladiator was also
widely exported, seeing service in Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, China, Sweden, Finland, Egypt, Iraq, Greece, Ireland, Portugal,
Belgium and South Africa.  For my model I chose to construct a Mk.II Swedish aircraft of Flygflottilj 8 (translation ... well, I
can't pronounce it either). Construction:  I used two Gladiator kits for construction, the 1/72 scale Heller kit (no. 153), and a
re- release of the Heller kit by Encore Models (no. 1007) which possesses more decal variations than the  original.  To detail 
my model I used Reheat Models etched metal sets, Model Technologies metal harness/buckles set, K&S brass rod and
Evergreen sheet strip & rod styrene.  Step 1, the engine.  The kit provided engine is a fairly simple affair which begs for
detailing, and the support assembly (part no. 7) is molded overscale.  I fashioned a new support assembly from fine rod
styrene wrapped around a no. 1 X-acto knife handle heated over a candle (carefully I might add!) then set aside to cool.  I 
drilled holes into the top, back of each engine cylinder and in the gearbox behind each cylinder.  The support assembly was 
then glued around the base of the crankcase with fine rods run up the front of each cylinder.  I drilled holes into the support
assembly ring between the rods where I installed 2lb fishing line which terminated in the holes on the gearbox and back of
the cylinder heads.  I then drilled larger holes in a left-right pair arrangement at the top, front of each cylinder to install .060
brass wires .4 cm in length.  These represent the exhaust tubes which feed into an exhaust collector ring made from styrene
rod formed in a ring the same diameter as the cylinders.  Carefully match the ring to drill holes to accept the brass wire, glue
into place.  I then painted and weathered the engine, and as a final touch I added a rectangular black decal to represent the
manufacturer’s data plate.  I glued the cowling pieces (26, 27, 28) together, filled and sanded the outside, then thinned the
inside with a Dremel tool and a cone-shaped stone bit.  The inside was painted dull aluminum.  When dry, I installed the
engine.  Step 2:  interior and fuselage.  My first task was to thin everything!  Both fuselage halves from the canopy ledge
down to the cockpit mold lip were thinned with the Dremel tool and associated bits.  All flat cockpit pieces were thinned by
rubbing them in a figure eight on sandpaper taped to glass.  The seat was thinned with custom-made sanding sticks.  I cut off 
the molded rudder pedals - leaving only mounting stumps, and discarded the control column and instrument panel, both were
way too thick and needed help.   After painting all interior pieces I began adding details.  First was the seat which received a
beautiful set of harnesses and buckles from Model Technologies. Reheat Models provided etched metal bezels for a 
scratchbuilt instrument panel, as well as all trim wheels, levers, rudder pedals, and switch panels in the  cockpit.  White glue 
balls were placed on all wheels and levers to represent handles; all of the details were then painted and weathered.  The 
assembly of the fuselage was straight forward; however the forward fuselage piece (no. 9) required some careful filling and
sanding to fair it in seamlessly.               Step 3, airframe detailing:  All control surfaces were removed using a scriber and a
#11 X-acto blade.  Care must be taken when removing the upper and lower wing ailerons.  The upper seam line is
approximately 1/16" closer to the trailing edge of the wing than the lower seamline by design.  To reproduce this I cut out the
ailerons along the upper seam line, then carefully scribed and cut-a-way the “lip" lower edge of the ailerons.  The "lip" and 
outer dimensions of the ailerons and all tail control surfaces were reconstructed using various sizes of strip styrene. Here, I
wish to mention that the kit is molded with pre-drilled holes to rig the aircraft from.  In 1:1 scale however, they would be 
large enough to shoot basketballs through!  I filled all 34 (yes, 34!) holes with gap filling super glue and accelerator.   These I
filed and polished smooth, and then redrilled new holes with a #80 bit in a pin vise.  These details done, I reinstalled all control
surfaces deflected downward, the rudder is deflected left.  (Attention to detail:  the control stick and rudder pedals are set
reflecting control surface angles, the ailerons are down vice up having sagged under their own weight causing slack in some
internal control cables). Other details to the airframe include a pair of metal steps, (left wing root and left fuselage side) a
metal antenna mast, (dorsal, aft of cockpit) and an etched pitot tube se (left forward wing strut, replacing inaccurate molded
- thing!).  Perform assembly in accordance with the directions after all of your detail efforts are complete.  Once assembled 
(minus the prop and all wheels) I painted the aircraft with Model Master Aluminum.  When dry I drilled all of the rigging 
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holes, and three antenna wire holes.  Step 4, detailing, final assembly:  Almost there!  I applied the Encore kits' Swedish
markings.   For an extra touch, I added some decals from Superscale's F-4 Phantom data sheet (in black) following my
references for type and location. Careful trimming made the modern stencils appear correct - I dare anyone to read them! 
The decals were overcoated with Aeromaster semigloss clear.  I completely rigged the aircraft with 2 pound fishing line,
paint the rigging steel, you can focus on it against the aluminum airframe yet it's still subtle.  Two pound line doubled as the
antenna wire painted black.  With all of this done, I installed all wheels, the tail turned the same angle and direction as the 
rudder.  I achieved individual spokes in the main wheels by drilling and filing the depressions in the molded wheels.  The 
forward cowl ring and exhaust tubes were then painted brass and copper respectively.  Finally, I Installed the propellers, 
which was sanded thin and painted black with yellow tips and an aluminum spinner.              Now, I'm not a "master 
modeler", nor am I able to walk away from a contest with a sore back from carrying all of my trophies.  I am however, a 
firm advocate of taking pride in your work and accomplishments, and that proper presentation can make an average model
(like mine) look above average.  With this in mind, I made a base for the Gladiator.  I started with an 8" X 4" X 3/4" piece of
light colored wood.  I scalloped the corners and routered the edges (a pre-routered base can be obtained in any good craft
store for $4.00 - $11.00 depending on it’s' size). I then spread a 60% - 40% white glue - water mixture over the base.  Onto 
this I sprinkled Woodland scenes grass, with patches of earth sprinkled about.  With the models position selected, a few 
patches of 1" paint brush bristles were set in as cattails ...  or something.  All told, this was my first attempt at altering control
surfaces, scratch building instruments, using metal parts, etc., but the effect visually, of the finished model on a nice base is
something I'm proud of indeed!
 
Wood Grain Finishing. - (by Peter Westbrook)
IPMS Mid-Sussex
Courtesy MPI
Since building the Fokker FIII with the Mahogany finish on the wing (the full size wing was covered with Mahogany faced
plywood varnished) I have been asked by many people at Shows how I produced the wood grain effect (several asked if  it 
was decal sheet ) so I thought a short article on the process might be of  interest.  There is nothing magical about the finish,
is merely a miniaturization of the old decorating trade process of "Scumble and Grain" which was used to produce the
appearance of an expensive finish on a cheaper material. This involved applying ground coats of paint near to the lightest
shade of the wood grain to be imitated followed by a coat of Scumble ( a thin medium of color) to a darker tint which was
then brushed, combed and dabbed to give a wood grain finish.  Easy to describe but the final result depends on the skill and
experience of the decorator.  In the case of the Fokker Fill the wing was a balsa core skinned with 0.10 plasticard scribed to
show the joints of the plywood panels. This was treated with three applications of Hatfords white plastic primer, each coat
well rubbed down with fine wet and paper almost removing each coat and finally burnishing with kitchen paper towel to a
glasslike surface.  Then three ground coats of Humbrol 74 Linen tinted with red to give a pinkish tinge was applied by
airbrush,once again each coat was well rubbed down the final coat being cut back with 12000 grit finishing cloth ( Yes!  This 
is not a typing error there is a 12000 grit and it does produce a very, very smooth finish which is of course the basis of all
good paint finishes) The Scumble was Revell 383 Chestnut silk matt paint thinned down with white spirit applied with a brush
to the ground coat to separate panels The scumble is allowed to dry slightly before a short haired chisel brush is dragged
lightly across the surface with a twisting motion to imitate the grain, this is augmented with a round brush and a piece of rag
to produce other shapes. it may be necessary to dilute the scumble slightly if the tools start to drag i.e. the paint may be
drying to quickly. If it all goes wrong  and almost invariably it does just clean it off gently and start again. When the graining
was to my satisfaction I airbrushed two coats of Aeromaster semi gloss varnish lightly butted with a soft cloth.  So that is 
how it was done. l cannot tell you specifically how to grain I am afraid it is just a matter of experiment and persistence.
 
Conversion Parts:
By Martin Schultz, IPMS/West Michigan, courtesy MPI
1971 Dodge Challenger Conversion, $ 7.00, #116 from The Good Stuff, P.O. Box
131351, Roseville, MN, 55113-0012, (612) 566-9540.  This resin conversion kit allows you to convert the Monogram 1:24
1970 Challenger into a 1971.  Included are the grill and tail light panels and the optional side scoops for the R/T version.  The 
resin parts are cleanly cast and don't have any flash or pinholes on the show surfaces.  The conversion will require trimming 
the valence panels from the kit parts but the seams will be behind the bumpers.  The '70 tail lights need some minor trimming
to fit the rear panel.  This would make a good first time conversion for someone.  Since it doesn't fit the AMT 1:25 scale
Challenger, I still need to cut the roof off to make the 1971 Challenger Indy Pace Car.  Maybe I'll get to it before I retire.
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Book Reviews
By Martin Schultz, IPMS/West Michigan, cortesy MPI
CAN-AM, by Pete Lyons, 256 pages, 50 color and 300 black and white photographs. Available from Classic Motorbooks for
$39.95.  This book covers the history of the Canadian-American Challenge Cup from 1966 to 1974.  More commonly know 
as the Can-Am series this was the home to two seat, closed wheel, unlimited sports cars.  Teams like Lola, McLaren,
Chaparral, and Shadow along with drivers named Andretti, Stewart, Donahue, and Hulme made this a classic chapter in
North American sports car racing.  Each chapter describes a year in the series including race reports and brief profiles of
the notable cars run that season.  An appendix in the rear contains entry lists and results from every race. The author does a
wonderful job of weaving all the information into a book that is informative and a joy to read.  Highly recommended if you
are interested in the Can-Am series.
 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum
Ft. Rucker Alabama
Martin Schultz, IPMS/West Michigan, courtesy MPI
I visited this museum on my way to Florida a couple of years ago.  If you're interested in Army aviation, especially rotary
wing aircraft, it's worth stopping in.  The main museum is made up of a new building the size of a medium or large hanger
divided into two parts.  The first contains the 3 story main display area, gift shop and offices.  The second area is just
displays.  The building has a number of skylights that let in a large amount of natural light and make photography easy.  The 
barriers around the aircraft are low and close enough to allow detailed inspection.  There is also an outdoor display area next
door that contains a number of other aircraft but was not accessible when I visited.  In the center main display area is a life
size diorama of a Huey dropping troops on a rocky outcropping.  Around this display are 15 to 20 other fixed and rotary wing
aircraft.  Aircraft on display include an OV-1 Mohawk, Mojave, L-19 Bird dog, DHC2 Beaver, AH-56A Cheyenne, AH-64
Apache, Bell 207 Sioux Scout, several UH-1 variants and several small to medium transport helicopters.  The smaller second
area contains mostly helicopters used for training pilots including a TH-55, Bell 47 and a UH-1 all with Day-Glo orange
markings.  Upstairs are some historical helicopters including the Curtis Wright VZ-7AP.   The outside display area contained
a Cobra Gunship, the Bell XV-3 Convert-a-plane, the Boeing contender for the AH-64 contract, a small Soviet transport
helicopter and a NASA aircraft.  Overall I enjoyed visiting this museum.  I was only disappointed by not being able to
explore the outdoor displays.  To get to the museum follow US-231 SE of Montgomery AL or NW of Dothan until you get to
Ozark, then look for the signs. 
 
Atlanta 2004 
A beginners guide to Atlanta for the 2004 Nationals:
Atlanta is composed mostly of one way streets. The only way to get out of downtown Atlanta is to turn around and start
over when you reach Greenville, South Carolina. All directions start with, "Go down Peachtree" and include the phrase,
"When you see the Waffle House." Except that in Cobb County, all directions begin with, "Go to the Big Chicken." Atlanta is
the home of Coca-Cola. That's all we drink here, so don't ask for any other soft drink unless it's made by Coca-Cola. And
even then it's still "Coke." Gate One at Atlanta's Hartsfield International Airport is 32 miles away from the Main Concourse,
so wear sneakers and pack a lunch.  It's impossible to go around a block and wind up on the street you started on. The
Chamber of Commerce calls it a "scenic drive" and has posted signs to that effect, so that out-of-towners don't feel
lost...they're just on a "scenic drive." The 8:00am rush hour is from 6:30 to 10:30am. The 5:00pm rush hour is from 3:00 to
7:30pm. Friday's rush hour starts Thursday afternoon, and lasts through 2:00am Saturday.  "Sir" and "Ma'am" are used by the
person speaking to you if there's a remote possibility that you're at least 30 minutes older than they are. A native can
not pronounce Ponce De Leon Avenue, so do not attempt the Spanish pronunciation. People will simply tilt their heads to the
right and stare at you. (The Atlanta pronunciation is "pahnss duh LEE-on"). The falling of one rain drop causes all drivers to
immediately forget all traffic rules; so will daylight savings time, a girl applying eye shadow in the next car, or a flat tire three
lanes over. If a single snowflake falls, the city is paralyzed for three days, and it's on all the channels as a news flash every
15 minutes for a month. All the grocery stores will be sold out of milk, bread, bottled water, toilet paper, and beer if there is a
remote chance of snow, and if it does snow, people will be on the corner selling "I survived the blizzard" tee-shirts, not to
mention the fact that all schools will close at the slightest possible chance of snow. If you are standing on a corner and a
MARTA Bus stops, you're expected to get on and go somewhere. Construction on Peachtree Street is a way of life and a
permanent form of entertainment, especially when a water line is tapped and Atlanta's version of Old Faithful erupts.
Construction crews are not doing their jobs properly unless they close down all major  streets during rush hour.  Atlantans 
are very proud of our racetrack, known as Road Atlanta. It winds throughout the city on the Interstates, hence its name.
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Actually, I-285, the loop that encircles Atlanta and has a posted speed limit of 55mph (but you have to maintain 80 mph just
to keep from getting run over), is known to truckers as "The Watermelon 500." Georgia 400 is our equivalent of the
Autobahn. You will rarely see a semi-truck on GA 400, because even the truck drivers are intimidated by the oversized
SUV-wielding housewives racing home after a grueling day at the salon or the tennis match to meet their children at the
school bus coming home from the college prep preschool. The last thing you want to do is give another driver the finger,
unless your car is armored, your trigger finger is itchy and your AK-47 has a full clip. The pollen count is off the national
scale for unhealthy, which starts at 120. Atlanta is usually in the 2,000 to 4,000 range. All roads, vehicles, houses, etc. are
yellow from March 28th to July 15th. If you have any allergies you will die. But other than that, it's a great place to live.
return to top of the page
return to the newsletter index
return to this site’s main page
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Quad-Cities Scale Modeler Society's 
December 2003 Newsletter
The Meeting minutes:

We held our meeting at the Butch O’Hare show in Chicago.  Once again, another fun show with My son
Alex and I attending along with Brad Havlin, Bob Fender and Randy Kidd.  Some of the guys brought 
homes some hardware and Alex and I sold pretty much everything we had on our table.  The December 
meeting is our annual Christmas extravaganza at the Deere-Wiman Carriage house.  We will be holding
our annual “What If” contest, we will be bringing lots of Christmas goodies to munch on and we will have our
world famous gift exchange.  Bring a wrapped model related gift you no longer want that you think one of
your fellow modelers might like and we do a gift exchange.  Remember, you have to bring a gift to
participate.  And please, no Starfix kits this year, we’re all supposed to be friends, right?  We are in 
serious need of someone to run for Treasurer and Secretary.  These positions can be split; but you do 
need to be an IPMS member to be a club officer.  I will continue to write the newsletter every month, so the
only thing the Secretary has to do is copy, print and mail the electronic version I’ll email you. Jack Bruno
has asked us to discuss using national rules for Regional conventions, we have a vote and we need to get
it to him by the end of December.  If a majority of chapters vote to adopt National Contest rules for
Regionals that will be adopted.  Categories will remain the prerogative of the host chapter.  We need top 
make some decision about the show, the motel is booked on Saturday 27 march, but the Holiday Inn will let
us have the same space as last year for $350 if we hold it on Sunday.  I’ve canvassed our club members
with internet access and some of our past attendees.  Having the show on Sunday seems to be winning by
a narrow margin, but if we want to have it on Saturday, you guys have got to step up and help find a new
venue.  The Bettendorf Holiday Inn wants $3,200 and the Holiday Inn Moline about $800, if the date is
available.  Please ask around and bring your info to the meeting.  On a more positive note, I’ve offered to
teach a basic model building class at Hobby town and majors in January.  Any one who wants to help, let 
me know.  Once again, I need some articles from you guys.  I have two I wrote, plus a contribution from
Tacoma IPMS, my old chapter, for the ship modelers among us.  See you in December.      

 

The Dates:

December 13:  Chapter Christmas party and gift exchange.
January 10:  Chapter meeting.  Dues due and Chapter elections
February 14:  Chapter meeting
March 13:  Club meeting 

March 27 2004:  IPMS Quad Cities Show.

May 5-8, 2004 IPMS/Great Plains REGION 5 CONVENTION
   KCI Expo Center, I29 & I435 
   Kansas City, MO
   Contact: Darren Roberts, 913-782-1159.  darren.rpberts@ipmsgreatplains.com

 

A Guide to Airfix Armor
By Glen Broman
IPMS Quad Cities
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Like most neophyte armor builders of my generation, I cut my teeth on Airfix kits.  Being a hardcore armor
builder from way back, the 1/76 scale Airfix kits gave me hours of model building pleasure when I was a
kid.  I still crank out the odd Airfix kit now and again, the last being the DUKW not too long ago.  One of the
really great things about the Airfix kits was the seemingly limitless conversion possibilities.  Airfix
magazine, another favorite from my youth, was full of conversion articles on various Airfix kits.  I still have a 
few of the projects on my shelves, and I have a few more still unbuilt, based around some modern resin
conversions by the likes of Matador models for the Airfix Mark I tank and  the Sherman.  These are still hot 
sellers forty years after the first Airfix armor kits were released.  True, the modern Hasegawa and Revell
1/72 armor kits are much better in terms of detail, but many of the old Airfix kits still hold their own, and
some are still the only injection molded kits of their type on the market.  After rooting around in my kit stash
and rummaging through some old Airfix magazines, here is a list of the Airfix armor kits and my personal
observations of the kits.

1960:  The year that started it all with the first armor release, the Bloodhound missile. This kit came with the
missile, a trailer, launcher and a Landrover.  All were a bit basic. The Landrover was rather crude, had no
interior detail and has not withstood the test of time well, but I still like the missile and am currently building
one.  With a little detail work, the missile and launcher look pretty good.

1961:  The Panther, Sherman and Churchill were released.  The Panther is not so hot and many of mine 
were destroyed in the Great BB Gun War of 1968.  I don’t know how well the frontal armor of the Panther
was against the 75mm of the Sherman, but it won’t stop a Daisy BB worth a darn.  The Sherman was 
actually not a bad kit.  It was an easy build, the tracks were decent, and there were many conversion
possibilities.  The Churchill was also not a bad kit and I remember doing a few conversions such as the
bridgelayer and AVRE (Armoured Vehicle Royal Engineers). 

1962:  The Stalin, Sturmgeschutz IV and the Scammel tank transporter were released.  The Stalin was 
awful, The Stug IV a decent kit for its day and the Scammel was one of my all time favorites.  I still have 
about five or six kits down in te basement.  At one time I had several built as tank transporters in various
camo schemes, a conversion to a prime mover for the 7.2 inch gun of 56 Hvy Regt RA (Spike Milligan fans
will recognize the unit) and yet another for a wrecker.

1963:  the 25 ponder with Quad and limber was released.  This was the first Airfix armor kit I ever bought at 
a Woolworths in Bellevue.  It’s been eclipsed by the ESCI offering, but it was a fun build for its day.

1964:  The Tiger I, Bren carrier and 6 pounder, German armored car and Centurion were released.  The 
Tiger was an ugly kit.  I think the dimensions were off and the track was miserable.  The Bren was another
favorite, although technically, it was a universal carrier and not a Bren, you could convert it quite easily.  I 
think I still have the conversion I did using this kit to a Japanese tankette.  The German armored car
mounted the 75mm, and also had a few inaccuracies.  I never really cared for it, although I tried to convert 
one to a Puma.  It was not my most successful conversion and my first attempt at building a turret by
laminating plasticard sheets together.  It was, in retrospect, a tremendously moderate effort.  The Centurion
was another favorite and with a little work, still looks good.  I still have a conversion to an Israeli 105mm on
my shelf.  

1965:  The DUKW, Buffalo and jeep and the LCM III and Sherman hit the streets.  This was a good year for 
Airfix, these are all nice kits, although I can live without the jeep.  The Buffalo tracks were a little off  but
there were a lot of conversion possibilities with this kit and the DUKW could repay some detailing work
with a decent appearance.  The LCM III was cool and I still have an unbuilt one in my stash.  Mach 2 may 
have released an LCM III in injection molded plastic, if so, it was the only kit released during this year that
has been done since then by any other manufacturer. 

1966:  The M3 half track and Matador and 5.5 inch gun were released.  The half track I could take or leave, 
but I did do a REME (Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers) conversion that I was quite proud of.  The



3 of 8

Matador ended up as the base of a lot of projects I did back in the 70’s and 80’s, none of which (thankfully)
survived.  I have a ton of Matador wheels in my spares box.  The 5.5 was very basic, although I still have a
few unbuilt I planned to detail some day.  I’ll get started about the time that Revell comes out with a new
release. 

1967:  This was the year my favorite kit was released, the WWI tank, also known as a Mark I, although we
all know it’s really not quite a Mark I don’t we.  It has a wee bit of a Mark II in her as well and has to have
some work done to make it a True Mark I.  The 88mm and tractor (an SDKFZ 7) was also released and
was very popular with my friends, once again, a pretty basic kit.  Anyway, back to the Mark I.  I built a bunch 
of these and still have five or six on the shelf with some Matador track sets and a Wireless tank
conversion.  The last release had some nearly unusable track which was too short and too thick.  The 
earlier releases had much better track.  I have two completed kits on my shelf, one of which was converted
to “Mother”.

1968:  This was a bad year.  The T-34 was the only released and it was best forgotten.  It had turrets for
both a T34-76 and T-34-85.  The track reached epic proportions in uselessness. 

1969:  The Lee/Grant and RAF Emergency set were released.  Actually, not a bad years work for the boys 
down in R&D.  The Emergency set had the fire tender and Austin K6 ambulance.  Both of which were the
basis of many different vehicle conversions.  A couple of Bellona prints and some plastic card could keep
you busy all winter.

1970:  The Leopard I and RAF Refueling set first saw the light of day.  The Leo wasn’t bad, but was pretty
basic in terms of detail.  The Refueling set was also good for some interesting body conversions and still
spruces up an airfield diorama. 

1971:  The Chieftain, Mark IV, and Crusader came out.  Te Crusader was the best o the lot and could be 
made into a Mark I or Mark III or converted into a gun tractor.  The Mark IV was fair for its day and offered 
the choice between and F1 and F2.  The Chieftain looked cool but required some serious putty work due
to the odd way which the turret was molded.  It was also soft on detail, but I still built a bunch.  It just looked
cool, what can I say? 

1972:  Zip, zero, nada.  What the heck happened guys?

1973:  The SAM -2, RAF Recovery set and Matilda were released.  The Sam -2 is the most sought after of 
Airfix kits because the molds have disappeared and the kit has never been re-released.  The kit came with 
a trailer, missile, prime mover and launcher.  Not a bad kit even today, although fairly basic in detail.  The 
RAF Recovery set came with the Thorneycroft crane and the Queen Mary trailer.  The Matilda also wasn’t
bad, but it no where near the same level as the Fujimi or ESCI kits.

1974:  The Chi-Ha, Scorpion and German Recon set hit the shelves.  The Chi-Ha was the best of the 
bunch, but the Fujimi kit is better.  The Scorpion could also be built as the Scimitar and could repay some
detailing work.  The German Recon contained a SDKFZ 222 and a motorcycle and sidecar and a
Kubelwagen, if my memory serves.  This set is best forgotten.

1975:  Another bad year.  No kits.

1976. An even worse year, two years in a row with no new releases.

1977:  The 40mm Bofors and tractor came out.  This is still a nice kit and the only one of its type in injection
molded plastic. Oddly enough, I never knew about this kit.  I had moved to Germany and several things 
conspired to keep me out of hobby shops for a good many years.  I found this kit on the shelves of
American Eagles in Ballard Washington around Christmas of 1980 and did the happy dance all the way
home.  I still have a few unbuilt that I plan to detail.  This is also one of my favorite kits.
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The last vehicle issue for Airfix was the 1979 release of the Opel Blitz and PAK 40.  A fair kit, it was
outclassed by the ESCI kits.  There is also one mystery issue.  The M551 Sheridan was released
sometime during the late 60’s or 70’s.  I have not been able to find the year it was originally released.  It’s
an early production version and is a fairly decent kit, although the detail is soft.

These are the Airfix armor kits.  I have a lot of pleasant memories of building and painting these kits, mostly
all in one sitting.  I could buy two or three of these kits a day from the proceeds of my lawn mowing
business, along with some glue and some tins of Humbrol paint.  Oddly enough, even today when I pop
open a fresh tin of Humbrol, the smell reminds me of my childhood.  Most of the Airfix kits are no longer
suitable for the serious armor builder, but they are still a great kit for younger modelers to develop their
skills on and there are still a few that will yield some impressive results if you are willing to spend the time
to detail them.   

 

Subject: Enzo Ferrari Bust 
Manufacturer: Barraca     Kit #: BC-004     Scale: 1/12
 Review by Chuck Herrman, courtesy GTR Modelers
While at the IPMS/USA National Convention in Oklahoma this summer, I of course checked out the vendor
area.  There were several vendors that I had heard of but had never had the chance to visit.  One was 
Hobby Link Japan, a name familiar to many GTR members who know of their internet web page, which
features an exhaustive inventory of products from Japanese model manufacturers.  They had lots of stuff I 
never saw before, at some good prices, so I picked up a few neat things.  One of them was this 1/12 scale 
resin bust (a figure from the chest down) of the legendary Enzo Ferrari (1898-1988). This bust depicts the
great man near the end of his life, when he was seen with a dark suit, sunglasses and white hair. The
casting is very sharp, with minimal mold lines.  The only significant mold line goes through the hair from
side to side, and cleaning it up without sanding off the hair detail is tricky. Also, the molded on eyeglasses
do not look realistic, you would need to drill out where the frames are molded solid to the side of his face,
to give it some depth.  That said, for auto modelers who are not experts on doing figures, this piece would
make a nice companion to a display of Ferrari automobiles.  I have not heard of the company that offers
this piece, Baracca Modelo da Collezione.  Apparently it is the work of a devoted Ferrari fan who knows
his Ferrari trivia. Baracca refers to an Italian WWI ace, Francesco Barraca, who was so impressed with a
young Enzo Ferrari's driving skills and passion that he presented Ferrari with his son's squadron badge,
the Prancing Horse on a yellow shield.  Of course this has since become a world famous symbol of Ferrari
cars. Or as today’s marketing executives would call it, one of the worlds top brands, which demonstrates
the enduring legacy of this driver, engineer and manufacturer.

 

Review:
Xtreme Modelling
Military Modelling Magazine
Reviewed by Glen Broman, IPMS Quad Cities
IPMS #32541            
Welcome to the Spanish school of modeling.  For those of you who read Military Modelling magazine, you
may be familiar with the work of some of the great Spanish and European modelers featured in their
pages.  This new magazine features the outstanding modeling talents of some of the great Spanish
modelers Miguel Jimenez, Jose Azorin as well as other world class modelers.  Published in Spain, this 
new magazine is very high quality and is highly recommended for the serious armor modeler.  The 
magazine is published quarterly, with a special Christmas issue.  I received Issue 1 (Spring 03) and Issue
3 (Autumn 03) to review and I have to say that I am very impressed with this magazine.  The magazine is
printed on high quality heavy stock and the photo reproduction and artwork are first rate.  The magazine
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has 64 pages, all full color, and all of the text is in English.  Featured in these two issues are some truly
excellent models, such as the diorama of the Sdkfz 138 Grille that was pulled out of the Enns River in
Austria several years ago.  What is very much appreciated is the “how to” nature of the articles; paint
ratios, groundwork techniques, in progress build photos are all featured in the magazine.  The Editor has
an introductory offer for non-European IPMS clubs and members.  You can subscribe at the European rate
of 73 Euros (about $1.18 at the time I’m writing this) instead of the normal overseas rate o 83 Euros.  If you 
are interested you can contact them at modeler@xtrememodelling.com or check their website at
www.xtrememodelling.com.  Extreme Modelling is highly recommended to modelers who want to improve
their end result and the models featured in the magazine will definitely help you get there.  Thanks to Jose 
Azorin of Extreme Modelling for the review samples.

Making Blast Bags Turret Guns
Courtesy IPMS Tacoma Les Sundt Memorial Chapter newsletter
Ralph Andresen presented a brief lecture and demonstration on making the blast bags for a ship’s turreted
guns.  This is part of the needs for the USS Washington that he was building.  It involves several jigs to hold
parts.  The first jig allows you to hold a cocktail straw in place while it is carefully cut at an angle and then
cut square to length.  The angle is a little less than that of the face of the turret.  A bit less so that the gun
barrels will angle up slightly once they are mounted.  The second jig is made of a piece of plastic sheet of
some conveniently small size with a shaft protruding from it.  The shaft needs to be thin enough to pass
through the inside of the cocktail straw used for the blast bag and that is cut with jig one above.  It is cut and
mounted at the same angle as angled cut in the straw.  A rectangular piece of thin plastic sheet with
rounded edges.   This rectangle should be as large as the back of the blast bag and have an appropriately
drilled hole in it to accommodate the barrel.  The back plate for the blast bags on the USS Washington is
less than 1/8th by 1/4th inch.  Coat the jig with the slightest bit of petroleum jelly to prevent the superglue
from sticking parts to the jig. (Ed. Note: Other suggestions included PAM … anything to prevent the
superglue from touching both the parts and the jig.)   Having slipped the back on the jig, now add the piece
of cocktail straw.  Align it correctly and add a drip of super glue to bond the straw to the back plate.  Using 
your favorite filler (including white glue / water and tissue) actually form the blast bag between the back
plate and the tube.  When this dries, gently pry the completed assembly off the jig.  Insert the barrel 
(building that is another story) and install the item in the turret.  In this case you need three barrels per turret.
 How do you get these things to stay put while the glue dries?  Enter jig three.  This holds the three barrels
in place at the desired angle while glue dries. – ta-da!

Region V Ramblings:
I have some news and a small request...........Bob Hester has asked that "WE" get some Gallery Photo's
together for the December or January Gallery on the IPMS/USA Website. I know there's plenty of models
out there..........you guyz have won enough Awards........so please get some pictures in!  C'mon REGION 
5!!!! Next is try to get some extra Christmas Cash by selling your models (well, extra models) on the
IPMS/Forum!  Ya never know, you could get something real nice for that SPECIAL someone.   I'm looking
for a volunteer to be the Region 5 Convention HEAD JUDGE. Contact me if you are interested and we'll
have a vote. I would like to see an IPMS National Convention Judge with experience. It will then be his job
to assemble his Judges pool and select Head Judges for the Divisions.  Lemme know!  We also need 
Nominations for The Region 5 Chapter of the Year! Not to mention it, we need Bidders for the 05 Regional.
:) IPMS/Great Plains will be hosting the 04 event and you should be receiving info (HI FRANK!!!) soon, if
not already! Let's get a BIG TURNOUT in KC!!!!   Something that it also on the minds of the E-Board and
RC's is new IPMS Members. This is going to be Major in the future of IPMS. PLEASE encourage your
non-IPMS members to pony up. Without new blood the costs of YOUR Society will skyrocket to
conditions/situations we don't want to go to. Insurance for Contest/Swaps have gone up 35%. At the recent
Meeting at the O'Hare Show, I asked President Ron Getz if the School needed that info..........to make it
short, if there was no Insurance, there was No Show. Nuff Said!  And last...............give the gift that keeps
giving..........no, not the clap......but an IPMS Membership.  Love ya.........and please be careful during all the



6 of 8

nutzo's out there this Holiday Season !!!!

Jack Bruno IPMS #25313
Region 5 Coordinator IPMS/USA
2003 Region Coordinator of the Year

The B-49 returns
A contribution from Doug Mears
My dad was a test pilot for the forward swept wing variant, the B-94.
Rather than going through all of the work involved in changing the angle of
the wings, aerospace engineers simply reversed the engines so the former
B-49 flew backwards, hence the B-94 designation.  Dad liked the way the
plane handled, but didn't like flying backwards.  It seems they forgot to
reverse the pilot’s seats along with the engines.  He said the worst part was
trying to land using only the rear view mirror.  But the Air Force solved
the problem by only using dyslexic pilots on the B-94.

Review - Tamiya M1025 Humvee and Modern US Equipment
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS
Kit Review: Tamiya 1/35 Scale Kits:
No. 35623; M1025 Humvee Armament Carrier; 163 parts (139 in tan styrene, 16 in clear styrene, 8 in
black vinyl); price around $32.00.
No. 35266; Modern U.S. Equipment Set; 116 parts in tan styrene; price around $10.00.
Advantages: best Humvee kit produced so far; flexible options provide for doing nearly all the M998 family
vehicles from this chassis; amazing mold work rivals the Tamiya Willys MB (new) kit for skill; add-ons
permit building later model vehicles.
Disadvantages: high cost may surprise some modelers (mold work is the culprit); late to the game in
comparison with other kits.
Rating: Highly Recommended (M1025), Recommended (Accessories). 
Recommendation: For all modern softskin and US fans.
FIRST LOOK:
The AM General High Mobility Multi-Purpose Wheeled Vehicle or HMMWV –
"Hummer" to the civilians and Humvee to the military – was the winner in a long competition held by the US
Army to replace its existing 1/4 ton (e.g. jeep class), 3/4 ton, and 1 1/4 ton trucks with a single, more
mobile and more modern vehicle capable of meeting any existing mobility requirement. They began to
enter service in the late 1980s as the M998 series vehicles, and have gone through an A1 upgrade in 1994
and an A2 upgrade a few years later. The main differences in the basic types were that the A1 series
standardized on the so-called "Heavy HMMWV" chassis, giving all the vehicles the same "stretch"
capability for weight carrying and development, and the A2 series introducing a new engine and
transmission.   It comes in a myriad of modifications and variants, the main ones of which are these:

M966 TOW carrier
M996 Mini-Ambulance 
M997 Maxi-Ambulance
M998 basic troop carrier vehicle M1045 TOW carrier with supplemental armor
M1025 basic armament carrier
M1026 basic armament carrier w/winch
M1035 Ambulance with Soft Top
M1037 Shelter Carrier 
M1038 basic troop carrier vehicle w/winch
M1043 armament carrier with supplemental armor
M1044 armament carrier with supplemental armor w/winch



7 of 8

M1045 TOW carrier with supplemental armor
M1046 TOW carrier with supplemental armor w/winch
M1069 Light Artillery Prime Mover (for the M119 105mm Lightweight Howitzer) 
M1097 Heavy Hummer Variant
M1113 Shelter Carrier
M1114 Uparmored HMMWV "Avenger" Light Air Defense System (8 x STINGER missiles and 1 x .50
caliber M2HB)

Other variants are also offered, but these are the main ones. It should be noted that with the A2 models the
TOW and armament carrier Humvees were combined into one series, the M1025A2/M1026A2. A "who's
who" of variants is supplied with the kit.  The main visible changes to most of the models are with the hood
louvers; these became all metal on the A1 series and are the so-called "large" louvers. The small ones
were fiberglass or in some models Kevlar, and have since been replaced.   Thus far the Humvee has not 
been well treated as a model kit. In 1/35 scale, the first kit to be released was from Italeri, and it was based
on a pre-production prototype; all of their subsequent kits have been based on those molds, which have a
number of items that need to be changed. Second was one from ESCI, and while it represented a
production M998 chassis, the mold designer must be a fan of dogs like the pug or boxer, as the entire front
end was squished and totally wrong. Next came a very nice kit of the M997 from Academy, followed by an
M1025 variant and then an M998 troop carrier. All three were the best available Humvee kits until the
release of this model.  amiya has proven in recent years that when it wants to get serious about modeling,
there is still no one in the world who can touch their engineering and model kit design group. This is a good
example of that, and is an amazing piece of mold-maker's art. The entire body (less hood, which permits
the later installation of an after-market engine kit) is one piece, and very nicely done with only a few easily
removed ejection pin marks on the bottom of the pan. Chassis details are also done up very nicely, with all
of the parts not fully molded being completely hidden when the model is finished (Italeri should pay attention
to this; their M939 series 5-ton trucks are an example of how NOT to partially mold details).  The body 
comes with all constituent parts separate, so that the kit will obviously be changed at a later date to provide
different variants. It comes with the correct "slant back" body for the M1025 series, but the two radiator
grilles provided are only for the original M998 body variants. (Tamiya did call its kit an M1025, so that is
correct.) The windshield and mirror brackets for the so-called "California" mirrors are one single part.
(Early model mirrors are also included, as well as one of the three original grille guards.) All windows and
lights are provided as separate clear parts, including the "highway" turn signal lenses. The main headlights
are clear, but the depressions in the grille for the lights seem to be perfectly suited for MV Lenses, which
have become pretty much standard among most intermediate and advanced modelers these days.  Two 
figures are provided, a driver and a gunner/observer in the turret. Tamiya provides a nice replica of the
turret with a single-piece hatch, scored on the back so that it may be shown either closed or open. The only
part missing from the turret is the strap seat used by the gunner for taking weight off his feet and making it
easier for him to swing the turret around. Both of the figures are wearing body armor, but this appears to be
the older "flak jacket" derived from the Korean War issue types and not the newer "Interceptor" vest.  The
vehicle comes with a choice of either the .50 caliber M2HB "Ma Deuce" or the Mark 19 30mm automatic
grenade launcher for mounting on the turret. This is correct, as most of the vehicles I have received info on
carry both, and swap them to meet mission requirements. (M2s are better for dealing with light vehicles or
helicopters, and the Mark 19 works better against personnel.)              The tires are another part of the kit
that is amazing, for they are vinyl but have nearly zero mold seam on them. This by itself is a great piece of
mold-maker's art.       Four sets of decals are provided, with one Desert Storm vehicle, one IFOR, one
KFOR US Army and one KFOR USMC being the choices.  The reason I included the Modern Equipment
set with this review is that it is designed specifically to compliment the Humvee kit, but also has more
possibilities. This kit includes the A1 series hood louver for the Humvee kit, so it can be changed to
replicate the later models.  It also includes the new Combat Identification Panels – the "gizmos" that look
like Venetian blinds – for combat "friend or foe" identification to combat vehicles or helicopters equipped
with thermal sights. These can be used to upgrade the Humvee for use in Operations Enduring Freedom
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(Afghanistan) or Iraqi Freedom (Iraq).  The rest of the kit provides the British meaning of "kit" – the items
necessary for troop survival and quality of life – for filling bustle racks or the outside of most combat
vehicles. This includes: four standard folding cots, eight ground sleeping mats (sleeping bag underlays),
four mountain type sleeping bags in carriers, two of what the kit calls  tents but are actually camouflage net 
sets (part V12), two sets of camouflage net poles (V9), four duffel bags with twin shoulder straps, two "butt"
packs, and six ALCE ("Alice" backpacks. While they call them "large" and "small" they are not; they are all
the standard "small" Alice packs but four are stuffed full and two are not (the "large" Alice pack comes with
a hard frame).  The kit also includes two 5-gallon fuel cans and two 5-gallon plastic water cans, four .50
caliber ammo boxes, and four large and four small 40mm grenade boxes (used for stowing anything troops
can think of beside ammo!) Two small puppies are thrown in for good measure.   A sheet of brown paper
is included with a total of 24 MRE case jackets on it. They are nicely done and with a magnifying glass
even include the bar codes (!)  But the sheet is quite flimsy and will make things difficult during assembly.
Typical German-style road signs are also included on the side of the box.  The reason I downgrade items
like this is that one would think that a sprue of them would be included in the basic kit they are to
compliment, and also that Tamiya would get away from hollow back molding the items, thus limiting their
flexibility and use. It's hard to hide some of the open backs in a bustle rack, and thus the modeler either has
to spend the time tediously filling each one with putty or use resin parts instead.  Overall, while this kit is not
a "cheap date" – cost being about 33 to 40% more than the reasonably good Academy kits – it is a
tour-de-force of the mold-makers and a nice project for a couple of evenings. With the use of the later
model hood grille, it can also be used for all recent combat experiences by the US. With other decal sets, it
can be used for most of the wars fought by the US since 1986, to include Panama, Somalia, the former
Republic of Yugoslavia, and now the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

 Novus Plastic Polish
Reviewed by Dave Currier Patriot Chapter, IPMS, courtesy of MPI
Frustration.  Anger.  Even an urge to pick up your model and see if it can fly! Why? For something that I’m
sure every modeler experiences, SCRATCHES! Have you ever scratched the canopy of an airplane you’d
worked on for hours, or a wing, or a fuselage, or a car body? Anyone who claims they haven’t must be truly
blessed. I recently built a Hasegawa 1:32 scale Me 262A. As it sat on my bench ready to be painted, I
wondered if this ugly monstrosity I had created even deserved painting. The kit had raised lines, and the fit
was, to say the least, poor. I had to do a great deal of sanding and puttying just to make it decent. Now, as I
looked at it, I saw so many scratches that I was ready to introduce it to my trash barrel! As I sat there I
began to think of a solution as I noticed, on a shelf over my workbench, the Novus plastic polishes I use on
my canopies. Since I had nothing to lose, I decided to try them on the entire plane to remove or lessen the
scratches. I started applying the heavier abrasive polish (Novus 2). Believe it or not, after polishing the
plane just a few times, 90% of the scratches were gone! Was I surprised? You bet! Granted, I know this
model isn’t going to win any prizes, but I am quite proud to display it with my other models. I strongly
recommend the Novus polishes. Novus 1, a cleaning and shining solution, resists fogging, repels dust, and
eliminates static. Novus 2, a mildly abrasive rubbing compound similar to Bare-Metal Plastic Polish,
removes scratches and restores faded or discolored plastics. Although designed for unpainted plastics,
Novus also works extremely well for rubbing out and polishing high-gloss paint surfaces, notably cars.
Available in plastics stores, Novus polishes are very reasonably priced: the kit containing Novus 1, Novus 2
and two polishing cloths costs only $4.95. Not bad! Happy modeling.
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