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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society  

January 2001 Newsletter
Where's the TMA? - Where's my flying cars?

The Meeting Minutes: 
The Christmas meeting was well attended with lots of goodies on the table, both model and edible. We had a recommendation for a
seminar idea at the Arsenal Museum. Chuck Taylor from Montezuma, Iowa is writing a book on airmen from Iowa. We also had a
suggestion for a new display at the museum on the 8th Air Force. There was some tie locally or to the museum that some one mentioned,
but I don't have it in my notes. 

Bob Horton reported that the Quad City Cruisers will be attending the show, they were very appreciative of our check for Crime Stoppers. 

There was general discussion on IPMS/USA President Chuck Davenports proposal for setting up a national trophy supplier which would
hopefully set up a discount rate. General opinion was that it would not be any cheaper than the rates we get from Quality Trophy and
Economy Trophy. Last year we spent $306 dollars for trophies, we should be someplace around there this year if we don't have to buy any
more Golds. The certificates for Bronze should be less than $5. Randy completed sanding off the "2000" from the Gold awards, we have
18, which should carry us through this show. Glen will count up the number of Silver's to order and get bids. The plan is to make a decision
on the trophies by the January meeting. I had a note about sending flyers and meeting dates to Hobbytown, I have the flyers, but I don't
know who was going to do the meeting dates. Old age creeping up on me, I guess. I sent in advertising for Fine Scale, Scale Aviation
Modeler International and the Journal in November. Randy printed up lots of copies of the new flyers and they were distributed for drop off
at hobby shops all over the free world, or at least Iowa and Illinois. 

There was a report of a new hobby shop in Milan, I dusted off the new phone book when I got home and called. There is in fact one down
there and the guy answered the phone and started telling me about all the great RC stuff he had. Based on what he told me, it sounds as if
he sold RC out of his house for awhile, and then opened up a shop. I hate to say it but I don't know if he even sells models. But he seems
like a nice guy. 

We also talked about getting Channel 8 news in the day before the show during set up. That would help a lot more than seeing our smiling
faces on the TV four hours after the show is over. 

Mike reported that there was $1,228 in the treasury at the end of September. The printing and mailing costs for the newsletter were the only
expenses. 

Randy will get the names of the vendors together so we can get out a mailing. Randy said that his phone number may change after 1
January from 529-2006 to 629-2006. 

We discussed meeting subjects for next year. Here are the suggestions, in no particular order: Greg Vanwyngarden: WWI German aircraft
colors and markings. Bill Koster: Vacforms. These two suggestions will require us to pay their way and take them out for a good meal for the
time and trouble of coming out to talk to us. The June picnic will be at Randy's Church in Alpha this year. We may have some visitors from
overseas at the July meeting. April will be the club photo shoot, bring some models and we take pictures, the film is developed and you get
a copy courtesy of the club. 

We had nominations for club officers during the meeting. While on the subject, the question was raised why we had nominations in
December and elections in January. No one could come up with a good reason, so the motion was made to nominate officers and then
vote. Bob Horton was nominated and reelected as Chapter contact, Mike Scheel was reelected as Secretary/Treasurer and Newsletter Editor
and Glen Broman was reelected President. I believe that this was not so much an overwhelming stamp of approval for the great job that the
current slate has done, but the awful realization that if we elected new officers, we would all have to buy new club shirts with the new titles
on them. 

On the subject of club shirts, Randy is putting in another order, so if you want one, please call him and let him know. Remember, women
find a man in a QCSMS club shirt irresistible. Buy yours today! Dues are due next month, they remain at $10 a year, still the best deal in
the Quad Cities. Because of our new bank account, we are able to accept checks made out to Quad Cities Scale Modelers or IPMS Quad
Cities. Chester Lind gave me $10 to cover his dues last week at work, so I will give that to Mike at the January meeting. 

We auctioned two copies of the new Aircraft Modeling magazine from Wurger Publishing. Bob Fender won and we now have another $21
in the treasury. Thanks to Bob for his generosity and thanks to Mike for driving the bidding up. 

We went over the raffle list, besides the stuff already in the pile in my basement, we added some more donations at the meeting. A T-bird,
a DML Panzer IV and M1A1, a Revell Bf 109K-4, Two Accurate Miniatures kits, a P51A and a P-51C. A Hobbycraft Me109E-3, an
AMT/ERTL Chevy Bel Air and some Eduard PE sets. I will start sending the raffle letters out in January. 

This months meeting theme was "What If". We had some very interesting stuff on the table and some of you took this way to seriously.
Included in this newsletter will be articles on two of them, courtesy of Brad and Mike. You guys have way to much time on your hands,
believe me. On the table we had a truly strange looking contraption a triple decker Luftwaffe '46 project from Brad called a Mistel 7 "Der
Wolkenkruetzer" or "skyscraper". Mike brought in a ERTL B-49 converted to an ERB-49F. This fit in nicely with my PB2T-9 flying wing and
my NASCAR UFO driven by, wait for it, Mark Martian.. Keith brought in a Santa Claus pick up. My guess is that his what if was "what if
Santa Claus lived at the South Pole" Santa, then being a southerner, would undoubtedly drive a pick up truck. Makes sense to me. But then
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again, I'm the same guy who built the NASCAR UFO. Keith's pickup was complete with a bag of goodies in the bed and a Santa out front.
The bag even had a tiny Italeri kit in it. Randy brought in a Finnish Do-335 and a Spanish Ho-229 night fighter "Cojones en Fuego". You
can pretty much figure out what that means even if you don't speak Spanish. The winner was Randy's Finnish Do-335, followed by Brad's
Mistel 7 Meisterwerk and Keith's Santa pick up won Bronze. Well done gentleman. We also had our first annual gift exchange, which was
fun. All in all a good meeting and thanks to all the guys who brought in goodies. I look forward to another fun year next year. Before I close,
I would like to point out that this issue is an all chapter issue. We have enough stuff from our own home grown talent to fill the entire issue.
Thanks for all the support and fun this year guys. 
Glen 
 

The Dates 
January 13th: Chapter Meeting. Build day. Bring something in process and explain some of your favorite techniques.  
February 10th: Chapter Meeting 
March 10th: Chapter Meeting. Final planning for Show 
March 31st: Quad Cities Scale Model Show. Milan Armory. 
April 14th: Chapter meeting. Club Photo shoot. 
April 28th: IPMS/Plastic Surgeons. West Des Moines, IA. Contact: Greg Metge or Tom Bly at GMGHA@aol.com 
May 12th: Chapter meeting.  
June 9th: Chapter meeting 
July 4-7: 2001 IPMS/USA National Convention in Chicago "A Modeler's Odyssey". Hosted by IPMS Lakes Region Scale Modelers and
IPMS Will-Cook chapters 2001 Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont IL For details see www.geocities.com/ipmsusa2001 
July 14th: Chapter meeting. 
 

Da Word from Da Region V Coordinator: 
DECEMBER 28, 2000 
Hi Guyzz!!! This is the LAST UPDATE of the Year and it's that time again to remind EVERYONE that your IPMS Charter will be due soon.
PLEASE get this back to Dave ASAP to avoid any mix-ups as far as insurance and Contest Announcements. In addition to all that simple
shit..........all Officers of your Chapter are REQUIRED to be IPMS/USA National Members. NO EXCEPTIONS!!!! Many new kits are out and
Shari got me a Skyhawk, Pfalz D.IIIa, Val and a TANK for Christmas!!! Hope you got some cool stuff under the tree too. The new "Kate's"
should be out soon and the TAMIYA Famo w/Trailer is out now! Big kit!! Big price tag too! Hope to see a lot of these new releases at the
National Convention in July!!! Speaking of the Convention..........everything is going well and we anticipate a GREAT CONVENTION. Lots
of little details I wish I could tell ya..........but that would ruin the surprise! :) We are going to have meetings every 4 weeks from here on in.
I'll let you know of any particulars when I can. Your Trophy Sponsorships are needed very much. Please get in touch with me for info and
category availability. Love ya!!!! Don't forget that the last day to bid on the 2002 Region 5 Convention is April 1st! That goes for the Person
and Chapter of the Year for Region 5 too!!! Don't say you haven't been informed!!! That's it till next year!!! From all the Bruno's........We wish
you all a very 
HAPPY NEW YEAR and Best Wishes for a great Holiday Season. As always........who loves you??? Why........I do silly! :) 
JACK, SHARI, JAMES, DOMINICK, VINCENT and MICHAEL BRUNO  
 

2001 National Update: 
A new tour has been added to the National Convention. It's a trip to the Newman/Haas Facility and side trip to Volo Auto Museum. Details
will be forthcoming in the new flyer that will be sent out to all Chapters in the new year!  
 

Kit Review  
Omega K 1/72 BTR 152K 
Reviewed by Glen Broman IPMS # 32541 
This kit combines two of my favorite things, Russian military equipment and green paint. The BTR-152 is an armored truck, actually an
armored personnel carrier based on the chassis of a Zis 151 truck. The K version had an armored cover over the troop compartment and first
appeared around 1950. The BTR series had several variants and Omega K offers a number of these in the series, the open topped version
and the command post being two I have in my "to do" pile. To the best of my knowledge, this is the first time the BTR series has appeared
as a plastic kit, so this is definitely a welcome addition. It's also 1/72 scale. Bonus. If you ever get tired of green paint, god forbid, the BTR
was used by a wide variety of countries, so other schemes are possible. The quality of the molding is generally good and the overall design
and fit are good, the suspension being the only real exception. Those fun guys at Omega K probably wanted you get lots of modeling for
your dollar so they made the suspension a challenge. The rest of the kit almost falls together. The instructions are the exploded diagram
type and also have a parts layout. The first step is the suspension. Take your time here. The challenge will be figuring out where the front
wheel suspension goes using the diagram as there are no positive locators. Using the art of Zen modeling, I became one with the model
and determined that a later step in the instructions actually gave a pretty clear picture of just how far forward the suspension needs to be
glued to get the proper fit. Dry fitting with the armored body will help to make sure you get it right before you start glueing. The axles are
metal rods, I used super glue to glue the tires on, but left one side unglued till after painting was done. This allowed me to ensure that the
model sat square on all six wheels, then pop them off to make painting easier. The kit comes with a fairly complete interior so you can glue
open the hatches and show off the office. I chose to glue my hatches shut as I'm not sure that the position shown in the instructions is
correct. Following normal operating procedure, I couldn't find the pictures I had of an actual BTR showing the hatches open. I therefor did
what any good, red blooded armor modeler would do. I glued the hatches shut and bought a second kit to keep on the shelf until I could
find my references and then build that kit with the hatches open. Simple solution. One other thing on the hatches, there is no detail on the
inside of the hatch, so adding some handles and what not will greatly improve the look of the finished model. There was only one place on
the model that required a small amount of filler, that is where the top of the crew compartment is glued to the body. There is very little
flash but there is a small mold seam that runs through the middle of the armored cover in front of the radiator that will require some
attention. I also ended up with a small gap at the front of the forward crew hatch. This however, was caused by lack of attention on my part.
It also highlights the dangers of trying to watch the hockey game and build at the same time. Careful dry fitting of the forward hatch before
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glueing will prevent this little problem from occurring. The kit has a nice machine gun, however it is fragile and I recommend leaving it off
until painting is complete. Another lesson learned the hard way. The instructions give paint colors for Humbrol, Testor's, FS and Agama. I
painted the kit using Modelmaster Russian Armor Green and finished with a wash, some drybrushing and a little light weathering. The kit
comes with decals for vehicles from the GDR and USSR plus Hungary, Poland, Finland, Israel, Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan, along with
Warsaw Pact and Arabic style numbers. There are a few other markings on the decal sheet which I don't recognize and may be for some of
the other variants. I had fun building the kit, it went together well and looks good built right out of the box. The detailers among us will
alsohave fun with this kit. I purchased my kit from MVR Hobby in beautiful downtown Davenport Iowa.  
 

A Christmas Contribution from Tom Meyer: 
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL MILITARY PERSONNEL 
To: All Personnel 
1. An official visit by MG Santa (NMI) Claus is expected at this headquarters 25 December 2000. The following instructions will be in effect
and govern the activities of all personnel during the visit:  
a. Not a creature will stir without official permission. This will include indigenous mice. Special stirring permits for necessary administrative
actions will be obtained through normal command channels. Mice stirring permits will be obtained through the office of OSURG, Veterinary
Services. 
b. Personnel will settle their brains for a long winter nap prior to 2200 hours, 24 December 2000. Uniform for the nap will be: Pajamas,
cotton, light, drowsing, with kerchief, general purpose, camouflage; and Cap, camouflage w/ear flaps. Equipment will be drawn from CIF
prior to 1900 hours, 24 December 2000. 
c. Personnel will utilize standard ration sugar plums for visions to dance through their heads. This item will be drawn from the servicing
dining facility.  
d. Stockings, wool, cushion sole, will be hung by the chimney with care. Necessary safety precautions will be taken to avoid fire hazards
caused by carelessly hung stockings. Unit Safety Officers will submit stocking hanging plans to this headquarters prior to 0800 hours, 24
December 2000, ATTN: AEAGA-S, for approval. 
e. At the first sign of clatter from the lawn, all troops will spring from their beds to evaluate noise and cause. Immediate action will be taken
to tear open the shutters and throw open the window sashes. ODCSOPS Plan (Saint Nick), Reference LO No. 3, paragraph 6c, this
headquarters, 2 February 1995, will be in effect to facilitate shutter tearing and sash throwing. Division chiefs will familiarize all personnel
with procedures and are responsible for ensuring that no shutters are torn open nor window sashes thrown prior to start of official clatter.  
f. Prior to 2400, 24 December 2000, all personnel will be assigned "Wondering Eye" stations. After shutters are thrown and sashes are torn,
these stations will be manned. 
g. ODCSLOG will assign one each Sleigh, miniature, M-66, and eight (8) deer, rein, tiny, for use of MG Claus' driver who, in accordance
with current directives and other applicable regulations, must have a valid SF 56 properly annotated by Driver Testing; be authorized
rooftop parking and be able to shout "On Dasher, on Dancer, on Prancer and Vixen, up Comet, up Cupid, on Donner and Blitzen."  
2. MG Claus will enter quarters through standard chimneys. All units without chimneys will draw Chimney Simulator, M-6, for use during
ceremonies. Chimney simulator units will be requested on Engineer Job Order Request Form submitted to the Furniture Warehouse prior to
19 December 2000, and issued on DA Form 3161, Request for Issue or Turn-In.  
3. Personnel will be rehearsed on shouting "Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night." This shout will be given on termination of
General Claus' visit. Uniformity of shouting is the responsibility of division chiefs. 
Signed: 
CHRISTOPHER K. RINGLE 
Colonel, US 
OIC, Special Services 
 

From our "What If" File: 
LBJ's Flying Wing 
By Mike Scheel 
While CPT GR. "Bad Attitude" Broman account of the History is near authoritative. There is one he missed. LBJ's Flying Wing, it was a
B-49D that was pulled from Davis-Monthan storage. It had been placed in storage after a long but un-song career in SAC. It was taken to
Seattle to the special projects area where it re-emerged nine months later in early 1968. But by then the need for it disappeared in the
vagaries of American politics. The 59-00078 had been modified carry to various television cameras. Low-level light, starlight, long range
optics are just a few of the types carried. But what made 59-00078 unique was that the targets that were televised could be uplinked
through the new communications satellites coming into vogue. The USAF knew that they had something that could changed the way C3I
as then envisioned. It took a just three years before the ERB-49F would show it's true worth. During the Linebacker raids in late 1972.
59-00078 was in place over Hanoi for up to 24 hours. While orbiting so high over North Viet Nam it was impervious to SAMs or MIGs of the
northern forces. The television signals were sent up to SYSCOM-1 that was in stationary orbit over the pacific then the downlink was
received in California for transmitting over secured lines to the Pentagon and the situation room of the White House. It is said that President
Nixon never took his eyes off the screen during the raids. His aides would point out certain targets as they were destroyed by the endless
waves of B-49s. The use of 59-00078 would never been public except for the an enterprising technician at a RCA satellite receiving station.
He had been tuning a downlink receiver and came across the channel. He sold to one of the networks several hours of video-tape rolls of
the signal (He is believed to be living in Honduras). The reader can only imagine what use LBJ had for it, him memoirs or papers never
mentioned the Flying Wing. What one President imagined, another used for his advantage.

M93 Conversion 
By Glen Broman 
The M93 Fox NBCRS (Nuclear Biological Chemical Reconnaissance System) was purchased from Germany in 1990 shortly after Kuwait was
invaded by Iraq. One of the first NBC reconnaissance platoons to undergo transition at Sonthofen, the German Army NBC School was the
NBC Recon platoon from the 3rd Squadron, 7th Cavalry from the 8th Infantry Division. Once training was completed, the platoon was
reassigned to the 25th Chemical Company and served in the Gulf with distinction. I wanted to model an M93 as it sat in our motor pool
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shortly before being shipped to Saudi Arabia. The starting point is the Revell Germany TPZ-1A6 ABC. The conversion is actually quite
simple as there were very few external differences between the German version and the US M93. The major visible differences being the
US style smoke grenade launchers and an M240 machine gun. The first thing I noticed when I started working on the kit was the flash, not
your limited run kit acres of flash type, but very small amounts around most of the parts that required meticulous clean up. The moldings
themselves are very good. Assembly starts with the hull. I spent quite a bit of time cleaning up the parts and test fitting. The kits goes
together well if you take your time. The fit is generally good with only small amounts of filler required in a few places. There were two sink
marks on the front lower hull plate that required some minor filling and sanding. Since I was converting this to the US M93, I sanded of the
molded on supports for the German grenade launchers. These are readily identifiable by checking the instruction diagrams. The M93 uses
the same British designed smoke grenade launchers as the M1A1, M981 and M113A2. The next major assembly step is the suspension
system. Pack a lunch because you're going to be here a while. Three things will be helpful to get you through this stage; make sure you
clean up all flash from the parts before assembly, carefully test fit all parts before gluing and it's a plumbers nightmare under there so pay
careful attention to the instructions and the assembly diagrams. Revell thoughtfully supplies some in progress diagrams between steps 13
and 14 and again between steps 17 and 18 of the suspension system, so if you start to get confused on where a part belongs, consult those
diagrams and they should clear up any questions. One thing I found in step 11, the steering linkage is designed to angle the forward two
sets of wheels in a right hand turn, which is cool and can give the vehicle a more candid appearance. If, however, you want your wheels to
go straight, you will have to make adjustments in the lengths of the steering linkages to o it. This is a relatively simple task. I recommend
that you do the entire suspension system in one sitting because of the interrelationship of all the component parts. I also recommend using
Tenax -7R glue as it sets fast enough to work with quickly, but still has enough give to get everything to fit and line up as you are working
through the assembly steps. If I had used superglue, I would have probably ended up committing ritual seppuku with my exacto knife
somewhere around step 12. Your mileage may vary. I cleaned up the tires and hubs but left them off until after painting was completed.
The tires are molded in rubber. I'm not real wild about rubber tires, but the molding is actually pretty close to the real thing and the cost of
replacing them with resin tires, which cost more than the kit itself, is against my low rent modeling philosophy. In step 21, I left off the
German grenade launchers and put them in the scrap box, which, I might add after thirty-five years of modeling, is no longer a box but a
55-gallon drum. The replacement grenade launchers came from an old Tamiya M1 Abrams kit pulled from the aforementioned 55-gallon
drum. The mounting bracket was made from plastic card. I used photos from my references to make the mounts. Let me briefly mention one
peeve I have with Revell Germany about the kit parts. Finding parts on the sprue is sort of like playing "Where's Waldo". The parts numbers
do not appear to fit any sort of pattern. For example, I present Prosecution Exhibit 1: Sprue B. The order goes 19, 20, 96, 18, 95, 39, 143.
The prosecution rests. I really can't complain, finding the parts is half the fun. I continued to complete work on the upper hull. I found that
MVR lens #L128 is just about a perfect fit for the front headlights. Again, these were left off until painting was complete. The US M93 uses
the M240 machine gun and I went back to the old M1 for this part. This is the same mount and weapon used on eth M93. At this point you
will need to have your references handy, as there are lots of extra parts that go on different versions of the TPZ-1, including the M93. Revell
supplies most of the parts for these versions so you will end up with lots of extra parts. The instructions also leave off a set of handholds on
the upper hull; you'll know where they go because those two empty little holes on the upper hull will attract your attention. Do not glue the
mirrors on in step 26. This is the voice of experience talking. They are far too brittle to withstand the handling that will occur as you finish
building and painting the kit. Trust me on this one; I ended up fixing the left side mirror three times. They can be superglued on before you
finish. They are also easier to paint as the outside of the mirror is black rubber and this requires careful painting. You can also use bare
metal foil as the reflective surface of the mirror. This is way easier to do before the part is glued on. On the right rear of the hull is a square
indentation in the hull, but no part to go there. The references show a small rectangular box located there on the M93, so the part was
fabricated and glued on. A careful study of reference photos will also show that the parts in step 34 were not mounted on the M93. They
are mounted on the German ABC vehicle, and may have been mounted on the M93A1, but they were not on the early M93's. On the
subject of studying reference photos carefully, I really should have done that. Once I was ready to paint I noticed that I missed the
lightening holes in the propeller mounts. They are very easy to drill out before the propeller shaft is glued on, but a real pain once
everything is glued on. Oh well, the screw up fairy strikes again. Once I finished my penance of self-flagellation with a strip of plastic rod, I
prepped the model for painting. The windshield was masked off and I painted the model using ModelMaster Gulf War sand. In retrospect, a
primer coat would have been a good idea as it took me two coats to get coverage. Score another one for the screw up fairy. Since the
vehicle I was depicting was from my own unit, the decals were home made using bits and pieces from my decal bank. The markings may
not be accurate as I have no pictures of the vehicles before they were shipped to the Gulf. The pictures taken afterward show 25th Chemical
Company bumper numbers, but I'm almost certain that they originally carried markings for 3-7 Cavalry. If I'm wrong, give me a break, it's
been ten years. I had fun building this kit, except for all the flash trimming required and I'm tinkled pink with Revell Germany's outpouring
of modern armor kits. Revell also released this kit in 1/72 scale, which will be my next M93 project. If anything, the molding on the 1/72 kit
is even better than the 1/35 version. Life is good.  
References: 
"Fuchs Transportpanzer (Tpz11) and Variants" from Darlington Productions Museum Ordnance series. 
"US Military Wheeled Vehicles" published by Concord. 
"German Wheeled Fighting Vehicles" published by Concord. 
 

Revell's Wheels of Fire 
Chrysler PT Cruiser snaptite  
25th scale stock #85-1914 
By Mike Scheel 
The hottest car on the market, with a waiting list that stretches almost a year. But you can get a snaptite kit of it now. 36 parts molded in
gray & metallic red. This is a skill level 1 for those 8 and above. Can a 8 year old build it? Yes. The kit went together fast. I even did it
without looking at the instructions. The kit uses two screws to hold the chassis to the body. Otherwise the part goes together with only a
minor problem. There was bowing across the top of the windshield. (photos will be available on the website within twenty-four hours.
www.qcsms.org) The body has finely engraved panel lines with some raised lettering & emblems. The body shape using the eyeball seems
to be on target with the retro styling of the prototype. The only chrome are the four wheels and the headlight interiors. The seat backs snap
on to the fronts but leave rather large holes that should be filled. All in all. except for the fit across the windshield it is a fine model. 
online photos  
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The Build from Hell 
The Williams Brothers 1/53 Lockheed 10 Electra  
This kit was the first of Amelia Earhart's famous plane in injection molded plastic. It also has decals for some colorful military and Coast
Guard aircraft. I believe that the decals are the best part of the kit. Read on and find out why. The best way to look at this kit is as a short run
offering. It will help you justify the extra work needed to get a nice looking model. If you are a modeler who likes the challenge of the build,
then this kit is for you. The kit has a nice 60's retro look to it, the control surfaces are scribed, but the detail is raised. Anyone remember the
Mad Riveter who worked for Airfix during the Sixties? Well, heee's baaack. I recommend sanding the detail off, it looks much better that
way. And if you do the recommended natural metal scheme, it will go a lot easier that way. I chose to look at it from a positive point of
view, all the sanding fun of a vacform kit in an injection kit. Even if you don't sand the detail off, you will still have plenty of fun sanding off
all of the excess flash. The instructions are so-so in terms of locating parts, but that's okay, because we like the challenge, right? There are
no locating pins of the fuselage, which is probably better as you can make sure that everything lines up better that way. Williams Brothers
have done something interesting with this kit, they recognize that some people will only build this kit for historical purposes, so some steps
are identified that can be omitted, like the interior. Interesting concept. Interior parts are provided though, if you do choose to go ahead an
put one in. The interior consists of a floor, cockpit rear wall, seats, instrument panel and control yokes. Not much there, but then once
everything is put together, that's about all you can see anyway. The instructions clearly state which steps are needed for the military
versions or Earhart's version. Careful dry fitting is the rule on this kit. I built the cockpit and glued the parts into the fuselage before painting.
That facilitated checking the fit of the fuselage halves after the interior was in. Once I was sure everything would line up once the fuselage
was glued together, I painted the interior using the instructions for Earhart's version. I used the new formula Polly S flat aluminum metalizer
paint and was pleased with the result. Don't panic and start calling Williams Brothers all kinds of impolite names (as if you weren't already)
when you can't find the fuselage door. It's a clear part and is on the clear sprue. The clear parts are packaged separately, with two vinyl tires
and a length of monofilament for the antenna wires. A nice touch. The kit also comes with regular plastic tires, so the choice is up to you.
Speaking of nice touches, the entire cockpit area on the fuselage is a clear molded part. This means that you can mask of the wind shield
and glue the part on and then fill and sand it in to get a nice seamless appearance. A decal is provided for the instrument panel, I put a
coat of Future over the instrument panel before putting the decal on. Anyway, back to that pesky fuselage door. It's a poor fit and will take
some work to get it to fit. I finally cut off the locating pins and that made it easier. I filled the gaps around the door (remember, I said I got it
to fit, not fit well) with white glue to prevent damage to the window. I assembled an painted the engines at this point, I admit I skipped
around the instructions a bit and built the wings and empennage (for my fellow armor builders, that's the tail end of the airplane) at this
time. All of the parts required careful cleaning and fitting prior to assembly. The wing assembly is a bit unusual. The center part of the
underside of the wing is glued to the two top outside pieces, then the two outside lower pieces are glued on. Careful assembly and
alignment are critical. After very careful fitting, sanding, trimming and glueing only a small amount of filler was required. The fit of the tail
to the fuselage is poor and will require filler. The fit of the wing is a little better but ill require substantial work to fill the gaps. A better idea
might be to glue the upper wing sections to the fuselage then glue the bottom center and outboard sections to the upper wing. This might
move the areas requiring filler to the outer section of the wings where it's easier to fill and sand. I used Aeromaster primer to check the
wings, fuselage and tail joints. It took me three cycles of priming coats and filling and sanding before I satisfied with most of the problem
areas. At this point I prepped the cockpit clear part by polishing and dipping in Future. This protects the clear parts against crazing when
you glue them on. I carefully trimmed the cockpit to fit. It required some white glue filler to take care of the seams. I then masked off the
actual window areas plus the windows on the rest of the fuselage. At this point I screwed up, I used Testor's Modelmaster Aluminum buffing
metalizer. No, not using the metalizer, I didn't polish the primer before I sprayed on the metalizer. This came back to haunt me later. I
misted on three coats of metalizer and then waited for it to dry. I used a lint free cloth to buff it up. At first, it looked great. Then it started
looking splotchy. I had buffed right through to the primer coat. I had some suggestions from some fellow modelers with some saying strip
the paint off, polish the primer and start over or some that recommended just polishing the metalizer coat. I ended up polishing the
metalizer coat and then respraying. I almost had the feeling that the kit was laughing at me and telling me that it wasn't done with me yet.
I hate to sound like one of those whining reviewers in the now defunct Military Model Preview magazine, but this kit was not a fun build.
What is puzzling is that this is not an old kit, this kit was released just a few years ago, but is all the look and feel of a early 1960's Airfix kit,
although Airfix kits generally had much better fit. I can't, in all good faith recommend this kit, but if you want a Lockheed 10, go ahead and
give it a shot. It will definitely keep you busy.  
 

Alternative History: 
Luftwaffe 1946 and Beyond. 
"Convoy Death by Mistletoe - 1947" 
by Brad Havlin 
A Gruesome Act in an Escalating Technological War: (overview) 
On November 26th, 1947, a Mistel VII (Mistletoe 7) combined aircraft and the 4 man crew which flew it left on a historic mission from a new
SS "special projects" airfield near Hamburg. It's destination was the North Atlantic ocean, approximately 500 nautical miles west of the Irish
coast. It's target was a convoy, Easy Charlie 97b, of 63 assorted Allied cargo and Naval vessels on their way from the Chesapeake Bay area
USA to Liverpool. If the mission commander/pilot of this combined aircraft had his way the great majority of these Allied ships would not
complete the crossing. 
The Background and the Story: 
The technical ground crew that assembled this combined aircraft called her "der Wolkenkratzer" (the skyscraper) because of the elaborate
facilities required to assemble it. Essentially, this multi-mission capable Mistel VII was composed of 3 separate and distinct turbojet
powered aircraft, functionally lashed together as an odd looking, but functional flying machine. The bottom stage, or main weight lifter,
was the 4 jet powered Junkers Ju-788 C-2R (recon) bomber with it's internal bomb bay occupied by a specially made fuel tank. Wing tanks
were also mounted under the wing hard point areas to further increase the overall range. This 788 C had rear mounted RATO pods for
additional takeoff thrust, and an internally stored "probe and drogue" mid-air refueling system below the tail for other aircraft. It also had a
nose mounted probe for taking on fuel in flight. Three of the four man crew of the Mistel were aboard the 788; the mission
commander/pilot, the co-pilot/radar operator, and the gunner/refueling specialist. The pilot had personally named this bird
"Anschlaghammer" (striking hammer). Germany's most advanced airborne search radar also added to this bird's capability. The middle
stage was the mount of the fourth member of the overall crew; the pilot of the radar-equipped Horten Ho-229 E-3. This pilot had named his
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mount "Rasiermesser" (razor). His craft was the on-board fighter, and on this mission, radio/drone controller aircraft. On this particular day,
11-26-47, for this historic mission; there was one additional and very important "top" stage aircraft on this assemblage. An old "war weary"
Heinkel He-162 B-2 was reconditioned, and filled with a special cargo; enriched Uranium U-235 and a "shotgun" detonation device. Yes,
the Third Reich now had atomic weapons, albeit very crude but effective. Portsmouth, England had found out the hard way.
Wilhelmshaven, Germany was now a blackened nuclear scarred landscape in reprisal. Both sides had muzzled their respective atomic
prowess for a few months at least. The conventional war still raged in the Ural mountains and in the southern France/northern Italy theater.
Stalin and Mussolini were dead, Hitler, paralyzed by a massive stroke, was a mere figurehead; Himmler and the SS ran the thousand year
Reich. The power struggle in the USSR was nearly as bloody as the war with Germany, the Red Army generals feared both factions there
equally so they fought on after Moscow and most of the Red European cities fell. After the debacle in Normandy in June, 1944, Eisenhower
had been fired by George C. Marshall, with FDR's reluctant blessing. General Omar Bradley now led the Allies, as they continued to
concentrate on the "soft underbelly" of southern Europe. How dramatically the world's fortunes had changed when Klaus Fuchs and the
other NKVD (Soviet) planted spies in the "Manhattan Project" had doubled crossed the Kremlin and sold the nuclear secrets to the highest
bidder. The SS controlled scientists and the "special projects" directorate had developed a working bomb in six months. The former Balkan
states had been the test site. The Germans had shared the fission bomb with the Japanese; a Uranium filled Betty bomber had recently
destroyed four fifths of Task Force 77 at the Ulithi anchorage. The USA was becoming content with watching Japan starve to death in their
nuclear poisoned homeland. It was working. Today, near Hamburg, the mission was beginning as planned. Last evening, after fuel and
weapon loading, a huge gathering of SS, Luftwaffe and government types held a drunken party (orgy) for the mission crew. The photo
taking goons from the Ministry of Propaganda had convinced the Luftwaffe ground crew to paint the name "der Satanspilz" (the Devil's
mushroom) on the nose of the He-162. At daybreak, as planned, the field was evacuated to the prescribed 10 mile radius. The crew
boarded the Mistel; all 4 turbojets on the 788 and both turbojets on the 229 were brought to full power for take-off. The command pilot
released the (straining) brakes & fired the RATO pods. The Mistel shot down the runway and became airborne. Once in flight the 229's 2
turbojets were shut down to conserve it's fuel. The flight plan had the Mistel flying west-southwest to link up with a Luftwaffe aerial tanker
aircraft over NW France near St. Nazaire. The mission was going smoothly until the Mistel was near the refueling point. The British
"Bletchley Park" code breaker spooks had known that something was up, but since German counterintelligence had finally convinced the
SS that the Allies had cracked the "Enigma" code system and machines; that information pipeline was forever plugged. All the Brits now
knew was that a mid-air refueling on a "special mission" was going on, and Fighter Command put all of southern England on full alert. With
2 squadrons of Meteor fighters flying air top cover a group of Mosquito fighter bombers were giving the northern France Luftwaffe airdromes
a rough day. With only 3 minutes left to go until the abort point, the Mistel saw the stretched Ju-288 aerial tanker in the distance and took
on fuel (to both the Ju-788 and Ho-229). This mid-air refueling technology had been stolen from the Americans at Wright Field in Ohio by
Axis spies in 1946. On the Mistel flew, north-westerly to the expected point of contact with the convoy. The crew were individually
hand-picked and confident. Their mission was clear. After convoy contact was made, and at optimum altitude of 30000 feet, the Mistel
would close to the prescribed "range to target" point. Once there, the Ho-229 and He-162 engines were to be fired up and the 229 would
detach from the 788 with the 162 still attached above the Ho-229. Since the He-162 only had enough fuel on board for a dash to the target
the pilot of the 229 had to get a positive (control of the 162) indication light on his instrument panel quickly and release the 162 onward.
This meant the "release bolts" would fire and the He-162 would become airborne; released but controlled by the 229 pilot with special
instruments and a separate joy-stick. This system had been tested over Latvia 4 times; 2 of these had been considered failures. Either way,
this dash was made in a shallow dive mode from altitude as this would allow the 229 to roll and escape at the proper point after release. If
the 162 engine failed to start, the 229 pilot had alternate orders to briefly fly inverted at altitude, and release the 162 to drop above the
fleet and be detonated as a free fall bomb. Once the bomb's automatic trigger countdown was started by the 229 pilot it only took the
barometric switch in the firing mechanism to detonate the bomb at 300 feet above the waters surface. At one point, just after the Mistel
crossed the French coastline, the 788 crew spotted a lone American RF-80 "Shooting Star" recon aircraft with an inquisitive pilot. The
Mistel command pilot quickly banked into a cloud formation, and soon lost the photo plane but not before the sighting had been radioed in
and forwarded to the British Fighter and Coastal Commands. Even though interceptors were scrambled from Welsh bases it now was far too
late for an intercept. An hour later the convoy destroyer screen briefly caught a radar glimpse of the Mistel but lost contact after being
vigorously "jammed". The small escort aircraft carriers launched a flight of 4 Ryan FR-1 fighters to investigate, but that also was too late. At
1245 hours, 26 November, the prime radar range contact was made as expected. The Ho-229 and He-162 engines all started without
problem, and after a 20 second countdown the Ju-788 released the 229 and it's He-162 cargo. The parting went seemingly without
problem, but a safety warning light from one of the He-162 support braces briefly flashed, then ceased, on the 229 pilot's instrument panel
console. This was noted by the pilot, but it was a moot point now since the mission was so far along. The convoy was now clearly appearing
on the 229's surface scan radar. The 229 pilot now flying at full combat power to the release point at 30000 feet. Now having a full visual,
the 229 pilot noted in amazement that at the center of the convoy was a large capital ship, at least a battleship of perhaps the "King
George V" class. Two small aircraft carriers, a few destroyers and 50 to 60 assorted cargo vessels were also visible. At 1300 hours, the 229
pilot noted that all panel lights to the 162 were in the green, even the previous worrisome bracing light. The 20 second countdown reached
zero, the He-162 was released; all running normally. Drone control was positive. All the while, the Ju-788 was flying a circular pattern
approximately 30 miles east of the convoy. It's radar noted the arrival of the American FR-1 fighters, but again the 788 ducked into a
nearby cloud formation. At the same time, the 229 pilot flew slightly behind and to port of the 162, and increased the down dive angle on
both aircraft. Visually aiming the pair at the projected center of the convoy, the pilot keyed on the battlewagon. Flak was now appearing. At
27000 feet, the 229 pilot was sweating profusely under his oxygen mask. He switched on the radio controlled altimeter/barometer arming
device. The He-162 bomb was now on auto-pilot, armed and committed. It either would detonate or crash harmlessly into the sea, as the
odds were pretty much against the 162 actually striking a ship. The 229 pilot was hoping that he hadn't waited too long, as he pulled the
maximum number of G forces that he could stand banking and diving away from the expected detonation point. As he streaked
south-eastward he relayed the code word "wie ein geolter Blitz" (loosely translated,"like a bat out of hell") to both the Ju-788 and to the SS
high command monitoring station near St. Lo, France. The He-162 dove straight and true, picking up speed quickly as it went; to the sailors
of the King George V it looked like a "bat out of hell" coming at them. The fire control directors on a dozen ships had the Ack-Ack pouring
into the sky, but it was in vain as the 162 was moving too fast. The weapon's detonator fired at 300 feet above the waterline; momentum
carried "Satan's mushroom" down to 200 feet above water at 175 yards off of the starboard side of the great battlewagon. The blast literally
melted everything above and including the main deck of the vessel instantly. Anything not vaporized was turned into a molten mass of
former armor plate, and ammunition aboard added to the merciful instantaneous carnage. This vessel, as did 56 of it's convoy brethren,
rolled over and sank or was vaporized. There were no witnesses from the blast center. Two other ships were sunk out on the perimeter by the
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shock wave induced water wave. If there were ever any survivors in the water after the blast they perished shortly thereafter, mercifully. Out
of the 63 vessels that had set out from Virginia 20 days before, one had turned back to New York due to engine trouble. 59 were sunk in the
blast. One more Liberty ship sank (after the blast) trying to make it to port. Two badly damaged ships (cargo) limped into Liverpool harbor
with their crews badly burned and sick. The Ju-788 pilot, after hearing the launch code words, set his path finder beacon signal "on" for the
Ho-229, who received it, still fleeing in a dive. The 229 pilot set a heading for the rendezvous. Twenty second later the clouds were
illuminated by the nuclear flash; then briefly the shock wave harmlessly swatted at both aircraft. The four FR-1 aircraft were in the landing
pattern of the carrier USS Guadalcanal and were crushed and incinerated in the fireball. The 229 formed up on the 788's port wing, and
after checking each other over visually for damage (and seeing none) the 788 prepared to pass fuel over to the thirsty 229. The rear doors
on the 788 opened and the refueling drogue at the end of the hose drifted down to the waiting 229 and it's receptacle probe. The mid-air
refueling was successfully completed. All went well for the two German aircraft on the return trip until they flew south-east across the French
border. By this time Allied Fighter Command knew what had happened, had gone on full alert and had sent every available fighter &
fighter bomber aircraft south to the continent. The skies were dark with Allied aircraft seemingly from the Zuider Zee eastward to the
German border. Near the 788/229 flight a group of British Meteors were attempting an intercept. The 229 pilot instinctively peeled off to
draw off the fighters while the 788 fled in the confusion. The 788 made it back to refueling point at St. Nazaire with no further trouble, then
on to the field near Hamburg. The more maneuverable 229 successfully engaged the Meteors, downing 2 of them, but was damaged
heavily in the fight. Limping home on one engine, the 229 landed at the Luftwaffe base at Abbeville, France. After an engine replacement
and repairs, the 229 returned to Hamburg 3 days later. 

The Aftermath of this Story: 
The resulting aerial battle over North-western continental Europe was the largest single day fight since the Normandy bloodbath 3 years
earlier. It was ironic, however, that one of the two surviving cargo ships that reached Liverpool carried in it's cargo hold the components for
6 American atomic weapons, including the Plutonium. But that is another Alternative History Story. 
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February 2001 Newsletter 

Quad-City Scale Modeler Society
The Meeting Minutes: 
We had a good turnout at the show and we also had a new face, Keith brought his Dad along. I hope when I get older my kids drag me
to their model club meetings too. We talked a little about the Nationals, things are going well, but make your reservations now, the
hotel is filling up fast. We also talked about sponsoring a Regional. We decided not to pit a bid in for 2002, the general consensus is
that we need more members first to spread the work around. We talked about having on of the LST sailors come to a future meeting. Is
anyone willing to work on this? We had a long discussion on getting and keeping new members. We didn't come up with anything other
than the people we had that were committed to the club tended to stay until they died or moved. You can't have much more of a loyal
base than that, but we also see a tendency for some folks to come to just a few meetings, or maybe even one and then never come
back again. Most of us remember to shower the week before the meetings, so no one is really sure what the problem is. It is possible that
we lose some members because their work schedule does not allow them to make meetings. This is just something we have to keep
working on. Randy is taking orders for more T-shirts, we voted to get one for Bob's daughter Lynn, who always helps out at the shows. If
you want one, please contact Randy. Dues were collected at the meeting, they are still $10. Somehow, the discussion drifted off topic
and on to the subject of NASCAR. Some of the members feel that left turns are boring. Keith suggested adding a right hand turn for a
little excitement. After driving in Chicago, I feel that adding a three lane toll booth in the middle of each lap would add far more
excitement. Anyone who has driven the Tri-State at rush hour knows just how exciting this can be. John brought a number of Aurora
1/48th aircraft that his brother built. His brother is not able to build anymore and John plans to fix some of them up for him. We had a
general discussion of some methods of how to paint them. Our next display at the Arsenal museum is tentatively planned as an 8th Air
Force display. The connection to the Arsenal is that a memorial to the 8th Air Force was dedicated at the National Cemetery last
Veterans Day. Majors has a large selection of 1/72 Revell armor kits in, these are highly recommended. MVR is having a sale on
selected kits and Hobbytown has a 25% off sticker on all kinds of things. Life os good.

Show and Tell: 
Brad brought in some F-86's. He recommends the F-86 web site, it is linked from the IPMS/USA home page. When it comes to 1/72,
Matchbox's F-86A is the only game in town. It's pretty basic with no real interior, but he likes the plastic as it is easy to work with. Brad
modified it to have an open canopy. The remainder of his research material came from the Squadron In Action book on the F-86. Keith
brought in a 99 Silverado. He sanded off all of the molding and is still in the process of redoing it. This should be a beauty when he
gets finished.

Chapter Renewal: 
Brother Horton has admirably fulfilled his chapter duties and has renewed our charter. The guys from the National are doing a survey on
IPMS contests. The purpose is to help the Regional coordinators and ourselves have more successful contests. Bob and I filled it out
and sent it in with the chapter renewal.

Show Report: 
We discussed the show and all of the fun stuff involved in pulling it off. I have the Insurance papers back and have filled out the rental
agreement and will be sending it in. I called two vendors to get bids, Economy of Rock Falls and Quality awards in Woodhull. I got a
bid from Quality, Clint will be sending some photocopies for us to look at in with Randy. Economy followed up with a color brochure, a
price list and a letter. I will be checking on their discount. They said they would give us one, but did not say how much. Right now it
looks as if Quality has the better deal, they are quoting a price less than $3 per silver medal. Vendor tables sales are very slow. We have
sold only 7, two for Ron Thorne, two for Chester, one for Bob F. and two for Keith, all club members. We did get one sponsorship for
$20 from Ed Wahl. We discussed putting the registration form on the web page, Mike will take care of hat. Glen will redo the registration
forms and entry forms. Ed Wahl volunteered to bring his computer down and digitize registration, that might be kind of neat. Start
beating the bushes guys and find vendors and sponsors. The raffle letters will go out soon along with the letters to Region V chapters.

The Dates: 
February 10th: Chapter Meeting 
March 10th: Chapter Meeting. Final planning for Show 
March 31st: Quad Cities Scale Model Show. Milan Armory. 
April 14th: Chapter meeting. Club Photo shoot. 
April 28th: IPMS/Plastic Surgeons. West Des Moines, IA. Contact: Greg Metge or Tom Bly at GMGHA@aol.com 
May 12th: Chapter meeting. 
June 9th: Chapter meeting 
July 4-7: 2001 IPMS/USA National Convention in Chicago "A Modeler's Odyssey". Hosted by IPMS Lakes Region Scale Modelers and
IPMS Will-Cook chapters 2001 Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont IL For details see www.geocities.com/ipmsusa2001 
July 14th: Chapter meeting.

Tales from Randy's Basement: 
Before we launch into this months installment of Randy's Basement we want to issue a quick disclaimer from the editorial team here at
the Quad Cities Scale Model newsletter. Please don't try this at home. You can bet that Randy doesn't anymore. And now, here is this
months chemistry lesson from Randy: Super glue + thinner + rag = spontaneous combustion. Randy, being the true scientist that he is,
confirmed his earlier findings by doing this twice. So one of these days if you look east toward Alpha and see a mushroom cloud
billowing up into the sky, don't be alarmed. It's just Randy working in his basement.

News from The Region V Coordinator: 
Hello Model Buddies!!! Well, this time I do have some news. DLC Dave has moved. His new 
address is: 
Dave Morrisette 
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29659 Huntington Drive 
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070 
He will inform the Chapters that send him newsletters (great for suck points too). In the future.............IPMS USA is going to put credit
card payments BACK into use for membership. Watch the JOURNAL for that. (kinda like eBay's Paypal thing) The Constitutional Review
Board is going over some proposals and are working to get a ballot out shortly. More info on this coming. AND.................if you would
like to run for office..................this is an election year. Contact me or Dave and we can get you started. And NO...............I'm
not.............I like what I'm doing now!!!!! So THERE!!!! his was a banner month......................no jokes or remarks from The
Surgeons................ahhhhhhhhhh I miss 'em!!!! Hope to see you at Glen's Show (Quad Cities) if I'm not working!!! Re-Charters have
gone out....................send them in ASAP. C'mon guyzz.....................Dave's got a new house and all..............give the guy a break and
get them in soon so he can unpack the models first!!!!! So on and so forth.....................It's Heaven and Hell...................yeah...........little
Sabbath on your Sunday morning! Who loves ya???? Well,,,,,,,,,,I do silly :)

But wait!!!! There's more from Jack! 
Hello......................it's me again...............ain't it special? :) This just came across the blotter and I thought it to be important enough to
pass on! This is from DLC Dave......................... "One thing I forgot that will be in Chucks next column is a request for up-to-date e-mail
addresses from members. E-board is working out a system whereby voting can occur via e-mail. The persons e-mail would have to be
registered (like by giving it to the office manager as an official record which we already do). A ballot could then be filled out form the
IPMS web site and sent in which would be verified against a known e-mail address and IPMS number. Pass it along to everyone. The
e-mail addresses go to MJ at mjfarren@cannet.com. Dave"

This is a very good idea, so PLEASE forward your e-address to the address above (mj's). Also, just to keep you up to date on National
Convention News..............SPONSORSHIPS: all Junior, 1/48 A/C and 1/35 Tank (just tanks, plenty of others still can be had!) Categories
have been sold out! In addition, make your reservations ASAP!!! Room blocks are starting to fill up. You are not going to find a better
deal anywhere near the Hotel!

National Convention Info: 
More news for you!!!! And this is very important. The information from the Hyatt is that the room blocks are starting to fill up very well.
BUT..........in order to assure yourself (and your roomies) of the Convention rate of $115......you will have to act quickly before the nights
that you want are gone. Reason being that there is another smaller event (we have 90% of the facility for Convention space) that will be
going on too. Call the Hyatt at:1-800-233-1234 and ask for the code IPMS National Convention for the Special Room rates. For
additional information you can contact me at this e-mail address or please check out our website at: www.geocities.com/ipmsusa2001
Again...........Thank you much and see you soon!

Kit Review: Accura Integra R Hot Hatch Euro 
Manufacturer: Revell Kit Number: 85-2572 Scale: 1/25 Reviewed by Chuck Herrmann, 
courtesy of IPMS GTR 
Revell first announced this kit at the 1999 Chicago Hobby Show, and after some delay it is now available. The kit can be built either as
stock Integra R (the high performance version of the Integra) or as a contemporary street machine with optional wheels, wings and
bodywork, Revell calls it the "Hot Hatch Euro" look. After opening the usual flimsy flip top box (this time the bottom is covered with
some useful reference photos of a built kit, not another gray stretch of highway!) this kit reminded me more of a Japanese designed kit,
also a bit like some of the snap fast plus style kits. First off the plastic sprues are molded in different colors: the body is white, chassis
black, engine and interior details in gray, plus chrome and clear plastic. At first glance the design seems somewhat simplified,
especially with all th molded in details in the engine compartment. There are also lots of pegs to help locate parts during assembly,
and the windshield wipers are molded to the cowl. And considering you can build this at least two different ways, there don't appear to
be a lot of parts in the box. All the parts are well bagged, and marked "made in China". The parts are crisply molded, very little flash.
And the mold lines are not too heavy or obvious. This is a full detail kit, so there is a complete four cylinder engine. The main feature is
the large valve cover, which I covered with Bare Metal foil is keeping with the street racer look. The engine bay has the battery, lots of
wires and boxes molded in. Builders who wish to superdetail and wire the engine would need to carve off most of this, but after spraying
it body color and detail painting it looks very busy and sets off the engine nicely. The chrome intake is the high performance variety.
There is also a stabilizer bar across the strut mounts. The chassis is two main sections, the top half has the interior floor with the rear
seats molded in. The suspension is fully detailed, with struts, arms, half shafts mating the transversely mounted engine to the wheels,
and a tie rod. It looked complicated but it all went together easily, and ended up sitting level first try. The radiator (with two fans
molded in) and the air intake are separate pieces that mount to the chassis. There is a lot of detail molded into the chassis. The
exhaust is a separate two piece system, the rear half is all chromed with a fat muffler. I scrapped off the chrome except for the muffler
(there is a mold line but I wanted to leave the chrome). A nice feature is the great looking machined metal exhaust tip that attaches to
the muffler. I think it sticks out a bit too far, but it does give the car a high performance feel without the cheesy look some of those huge
"coffee can" mufflers you often see on the street. Nice touch, Revell! As noted the interior is not a tub but rather it builds up off the floor.
There are door panels that attach the rear seats and shelf to the dash. There is a separate console, with hand brake, shifter and arm rest
all individually molded. Everything fit together well with the exception of the front seats onto the floorboard. One side of the seats has
the adjustments knobs molded in, the other side has the seat hinge detail. The seats would not fit between the door panels and
console, so I cut off the hinges. This allowed the seats to fit over the mounting points, and once the interior is built up you cannot see
that spot anyway. The instrument gauges are a decal that goes onto the back of a clear panel that mounts from behind the dash. An
option is provided here, the decal sheet includes a stock style panel or a high performance style panel, with white gauges which is what
I used. For the interior colors I used Tamiya acrylic flat black. Now on to the body. The mold is very crisp, with minimal mold lines.
However there are two significant depressions, over the posts molded to the underside of the trunk, that will require filler. The main
body assembly of this two door coupe includes the doors, roof, fenders, engine compartment and trunk as one piece. The hood is
separate but has molded in hinges that allow it to open. It won't stay up by itself so I use a pin to hold it up, but all these import cars use
a support so it is not unrealistic. There are choices for both the front and rear bumpers, either the stock "R" versions or aftermarket
custom pieces. I used the custom items, they fit well except for a slight gap at the rear wheel opening. There are no less than three
wing options, each fitting into large mounting holes in the trunk lid. This makes for a good fit but would need filling if anyone chooses
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to make a more base model Integra. There is a stock low "basket handle" wing and two custom options, one similar to a current version
Camaro and one that resembles a Porsche GT2. Of course I picked the last one, a three piece assembly that really gives the car a "boy
racer" look. For paint I used the new Tamiya lacquer rattle can sprays for the first time. The color I used is Camel Yellow, TS-34, similar
to the color on the box art. Since this was to be a street racer that could appear at a show I made sure to paint the engine compartment
and firewall and the underside of the hood, too. I attached the front and rear bumpers and the wing mounts (but not the center) before
painting. I shot the paint from the spray can into a bottle for the airbrush, it came out the right consistency to shoot through the airbrush.
This paint is thin, make sure you sand everything smooth and primer it first. I shot over the bare plastic and some things I thought were
sanded smooth showed right through the paint. But it does dry to a nice hard gloss, I only used the 12000 grit sheet and the polish from
an LMG polishing kit and am pleased with the results. The turn signals and taillights are clear plastic and need to be painted clear red
and orange. The headlight and taillight mounts are chrome pieces, as are the rear view mirror faces. The windshield is one piece that
fits from underneath, paint the roof liner the interior color. The front wipers are molded into the cowl but the rear is a separate piece.
The wheels are one of the great features of this kit. There are four sets of wheels included, at least 17" diameter. The stock five spokes,
the 14 spoke custom item and the BBS style wheels are all bright chrome. The fourth set comes in an individual bag, unplated and
resemble the Porsche Turbo or 959 style. The tires are low profile Toyos. There are brake calipers on the inner wheel discs, I painted
these red to show through the spokes. To mount the wheels you attach the brakes to the back of the wheels with a metal pin and glue
the back of this assembly to the suspension arm. A bit unusual but I got everything on and level rather easily. In summary I thought this
was a good kit that built up into a sharp looking model. The only problems were the sink marks on the trunk and the fit of the front seats.
While I did get the car to sit level, at the stock ride height it sits a bit too high for the performance look of a street machine. The
complicated suspension would make lowering it a chore, and even when I test fit the wheels without the suspension, even up against
the top of the wheel well it is still too high - maybe cutting off the top of the wells would work but then it would wreck the engine
compartment. Superdetailers might prefer less molded in engine bay details. And the molded in wipers should be separate pieces.
Overall I would highly recommend this kit, as I mentioned I think this type of subject from a domestic manufacturer is overdue. Let's see
how it sells. But I will probably buy a couple just for the wheels and tires, the machined exhaust and the extra wings. With a racing wing
and a roll cage you could build up a street stock road racer, like the Speedvision or Motorola Cup cars. 

In-Box Review - Pavla 1/72 Seversky P-43A 
By John Thompson, courtesy RMS 
I bought the new Pavla 1/72 Seversky P-43A at North Star Hobbies in Mississauga. This kit was eagerly anticipated; the only previous
1/72 injection-molded kit of this aircraft was the old Rareplanes vacuform, which is now almost impossible to obtain. Comments are as
follows: 
Pro's: 
(1) Good mould quality and surface finish 
(2) Panel lines are finely engraved 
(3) Very little flash; about equal to current MPM offerings 
(4) Kit includes 8 resin components (an excellent pilot's seat with belts molded integrally, engine, instrument panel with rudder pedals,
optional flattened main wheels, prop hub, turbocharger, and antenna pod); no photoetch. 
(5) Excellent decal sheet, printed by MPD - two USAAC, one Chinese, and one Australian aircraft are the four options 
(6) Reasonable rib/fabric detail on control surfaces, although a bit overdone on the elevators 
(7) Parts are provided (front, rear and side spars/panels and corrugated "roofs") to enclose and detail the wheel wells. No cockpit
sidewall detail, though. 
(8) One vacuformed canopy, in three parts (main hood and windscreen are one piece, the two rear side panels are separate) 
Con's: 
(1) The landing gear doors are a bit on the thick side, lack internal face detail, and also lack any obvious way of attaching them to the
landing gear legs. The legs themselves are not well detailed, lacking the oleo "knee joints", which have to be scratchbuilt, as do a
number of other small items. Attachment points for the main l/g legs are very shallow and need to be drilled deeper for strength, or else
built up in some manner. 
(2) The kit has two sets of main wheels - the styrene ones are unflattened, but one has a very severe molding defect, like a sort of ridge
across the wheel itself, which will be difficult to remove cleanly, although the landing gear door will hide this if the wheel is positioned
properly. The optional resin ones are flattened - boy, are they flattened! Some reduction in this effect will be necessary if these are to
be made realistic; I'd just use the standard wheels myself. 
(3) The most challenging problem is the propeller. The blades are styrene, while the hub is resin. It appears that each individual blade
is meant to be butt-joined to the end of a tiny pin on the hub; this is obviously not practical. It will be necessary to perform heroic
surgery here - all I can think of is to drill both the hub and the attachment ends of the blades, and insert a short length of wire of the
appropriate diameter in order to create a reasonably solid assembly. I don't know of another kit whose propeller can be substituted for
the unique prop used on the P-43. On the plus side, if you can manage the assembly, the prop will look quite attractive! All in all, while
certainly not likely to keep the Hasegawa brothers awake at night, this is a reasonable kit despite a few flaws. With determination, and a
bit of ingenuity applied to the propeller assembly, an attractive model of this pre-Thunderbolt can be achieved. My one real beef is the
price - locally, this kit cost approximately 60% more (at $30 Cdn) than a similar MPM kit would have. Is it worth it? That depends on
your level of enthusiasm for the subject!

Sd.Kfz. 184 "Elefant" - First Look  
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: DML 1/35 39-45 Series No. 6126; Sd.kfz. 184 "Elefant"; 489 parts in grey styrene; price estimated at $39.98. Advantages:
Fresh, new moldings of a popular subject; includes single link track; separate engine grilles make detailing much easier. Disadvantages:
Separate link tracks; no zimmerit molded in place (see text). Rating: Highly Recommended.

Recommendation: for all German tank fans 
F I R S T L O O K 
Well, after much heavy speculation on the Internet, the good news is that the first of DML's "Mystery" kits is now on the way to hobby
shops, and the joy of German armor fans, it is a totally new model of the "other" Tiger. While some modelers will be a bit disappointed
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that the first effort from DML is the late model version of the "Elefant", and not the early model "Ferdinand" from Kursk, rest assured the
other "mystery kit", Number 6133, is the early model and will follow this one. For those who remembered the first DML Sherman variants
which borrowed heavily from the Italeri M4A1 kit, this model consists of totally new molds. While there will be those who grouse about
the now standard DML single link tracks, these are actually quite spectacular. DML found a new method of molding the links so that they
are formed without injection pin markings on the links themselves. They will necessitate careful removal from the sprues, however, as
they are rather firmly connected (the injection pins are on the sprue next to the links, which is how they neatly got around that
problem.). The kit is quite different from the old Italeri mold, and the engine deck is very involved and detailed, providing the covered
gratings via separate external grilles and an inner former with grillework cut into it. This compares well with the photos of the APG
Elefant during its assessment for restoration, which appeared in Museum Ordnance Special Number 4: Elefant Panzerjaeger Tiger (P)
by Tom Jentz and Jeff McKaughan. The screening on the cooling vent over the rear electric motors (parts B9, B10, B19 and B20) is
solid, however, but as it is joined to the hull at a reverse angle below the rear of the fighting compartment, it shouldn't be a major
complaint. The hull comes in a number of pieces nine, to be exact: hull with sponsons, rear sides, rear plate and bottom rear of hull,
bow plate and glacis, rear backing plate to glacis, glacis with ball mount, engine and forward compartment deck, and casemate. All are
nicely detailed but smooth (i.e. no zimmerit paste is applied, or simulated by being molded into the plastic.) Parts placement is by
small raised lines, which some modelers find annoying. The suspension is totally new, and each one of the six bogies consists of nine
parts, which do not move as the Italeri ones did. Installing the tracks once the wheels are in place is cagey though, as the hull comes
with the sponsons molded in place which makes access to the top run difficult. DML recommends installing the tracks before the fenders
(parts B1 and B2) but most modelers will probably want to try and avoid this for painting and finishing reasons. If you have problems
with this sort of thing, perhaps a set of Fruilmodel tracks would be advisable, as they can be "snaked" through in this situation. The kit
also includes parts for the 8.8 cm L/71 gun to include a basic mount, recoil cylinders, and guards at the rear of the breech. The gun
mount (parts C14 and C15) appears to cement in place, which limits traverse of the weapon once installed, but it would seem from the
entirety of the gun mount and its components that it could be left loose to also provide the minimal traverse this big gun had in real
life. The mantelet alone comprises five parts, so that the massive bolt heads on the joining plates can be accurately reproduced. As
noted, the model does not come with zimmerit detail embellished on its parts. Some modelers have complained about this, saying that
"if it's on the box it should be on the kit", but most German modelers have preferred to do it themselves and "get it right" rather than
some of the methods which kit manufacturers have to use. (The Italeri Panthers and Tigers are a case in point; while they do replicate
zimmerit paste in plastic, it is hard to get all of the bits lined up right, and then still looks manufactured rather than installed by hand, as
on the actual vehicle.) But with products like the Cavalier ultra-thin resin applique zimmerit or R&J's excellent Zimmerit-it-Right product
(which includes the paste and applicators) it is not as much of a problem as they would think. No tow cables are provided for this kit,
albeit one is shown on the box art. Decals are provided for two machines from Panzerjaeger Abteilung 653 in Galacia, 1944. I suspect
it will not be long before the after-market boys have a resin interior and etched brass for this kit, and with those additions this one can
sure become a show-stopper. It is as least as nice a kit as the Jagdtiger kits were and is a great improvement over the 25-year-old Italeri
kit. Thanks to Freddie Leung of DML for the review sample.

Very first impressions on the Hasegawa A-4E/F Skyhawk in 1/48th 
By Jos, Herculano, courtesy RMS 
The Hasegawa Skyhawk sets clear new standards of model making. Detail is incredible (except on the cockpit). The extremely thin gaps
that separate the control surfaces from the other panels are to scale and correct, and are a marvel to look at. Best overall Hasegawa so
far, in my opinion. However there is a catch: if you want to make an A-4F you'll have to engrave the panel lines for the wing spoilers.
The wing is a straight E or earlier version. The work needed, however, is minimal. You get a base cockpit, with a correct, but not too
detailed Escapac seat. Resin update producer will get a field day here, although, due to the size and type of detail, I doubt if I would
pay any money for a full cockpit to anyone except Cutting Edge. A separate seat would be another matter, though. The undercarriage
bays are wonderful. Landing gear is very good, except that the front wheel is molded with the gear leg (an unpleasant thing to do). The
nose wheel steering that separates the F from the E models is supplied as an option, although I'm not too convinced by it. Adding
detail, however, is pretty easy. Slats, flaps and speedbrakes are separate, and extremely well done. Intakes are a step on the right
direction: there is some trunking detail (inside) and a very nice compressor face. However, the outer curvature is not present on the
intakes. This is moderately easy to correct, but a resin replacement (outer panel only) will be nice. Two wing tanks are provided, with a
bonus: rounded ends, and the more common longer ends with fins. Very important to get it right for the precise model / time being
built. Overall I'd give the model a 95% rating. I have, between orders and arrivals, 5 of them. I'll buy plenty more! Decals are pretty
nice, with some well-chosen CAG bird, from VA-192 (E) and VA-22 (F). Some Skyhawk comments, starting with the differences between
the E and the F: Detail changes introduced on the F model include: More powerful J52 engine. The Blue Angels' A-4F received the
J52-480, with 11,000 pounds of thrust - same engine as applied to the A-4M -, with the corresponding larger intakes. These were
referred as Super-Fox. Super-Foxes were later used extensively as Adversary aircraft at Topgun and elsewhere. At light fuel loads they
had a thrust-to-weight ratio of a bit better than 1:1, which made then tough aircraft to fight. Cranked in-flight refueling probe. This
feature was also retrofitted to some A-4E. Avionics humpback. The first F units were built without this feature, but were later retrofitted at
the fleet. Available A-4E also received this retrofit. Adversary aircraft flew with this hump, but it was removed during depot-level
maintenance as a weight saving measure. 100 A-4C received the avionics pack, becoming A-4L. Nose wheel steering. This feature was
introduced with the A-4F. However, it is common to see Adversary A-4F without it. A possible explanation is depot-level difficulties in
maintaining it coupled with little need for it in a land-based use. Wing spoilers above the flaps. Introduced with the TA-4F. Very
distinctive actuating arm. When closed, heavier panel line than on the A-4E. Relatively common to see them deployed on taxing
aircraft, not so common, although not rare, on parked aircraft. The Blue Angels' A-4F. Besides the already commented change of
engine and intakes, the Blues had some other changes to the basic F configuration:

No avionics hump 
Inclusion of a brake chute - as on A-4M 
Slats are bolted shut 
Deletion of guns 
Port gun fairing extended to accommodate fold-in boarding ladder 
Smoke generating tubings 
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Painting the Skyhawk: 
As a general rule, Vietnam era A-4E/F had the following colors: 
Cockpit Gull gray with black instrument panels 
Seat Gull gray, green cushion, black or red headrest 
Inside of canopy Gull gray (padded) 
Speedbrake wells Red 
Speedbrake inside Red 
Wing bellow slats Red 
Slats underside White 
Landing gear White 
Gear wells White 
Gear doors White, with red borders 
Inside of intakes White 
Flaps inside Red (with white aircraft modex) 
Flaps well (E) White 
Spoilers inside (F) Red 
Later variations to general painting rule: 
With the introduction of the all-gray schemes, things get a bit more complicated: 
Most of the speedbrake wells are in fuselage color 
Wing area under the slats is wing top color on some aircraft 
Many flap and spoiler inside surfaces are in wing top color 
It is best to have a photo of the aircraft you want to model. In what concerns Adversary aircraft, this is an absolute must. 
Slats: 
Slats are mechanical, and gravity actuated. They operate freely on their rails. On the ground they are seen deployed - although they
can be locked shut by the plane captain. Blue Angels aircraft have the slats permanently locked shut; the possibility of differential slat
actuation on close formation maneuvers and near the ground was potentially lethal. For carrier dioramas, take note on the catapult
sequence. A tensioned aircraft has the slats down. An aircraft pictured during the cat stroke has the slats slammed shut by the G forces. 
Speedbrakes: 
Speedbrakes are rarely seen deployed. They might be seen open on taxing aircraft, and are seen about 1/3rd open on carrier landings -
like the Intruder, which shares the same base engine, Skyhawks are a bit slow responding to power inputs, and so the approach is
usually power on with speedbrake action; in case of need, the closing of the speedbrakes has an immediate speed increase. Parked
aircraft sometimes show just a hint of opening - just enough to make the speedbrake noticeable. Parked aircraft with open speedbrakes
are rare, although documented. 
Flaps: 
Flaps are frequently seen down on parked and taxing aircraft. Retracted flaps are also a common sight, so take your pick. 
Tailplanes and elevators: 
Do not attempt to show elevator deflection without a corresponding tailplane movement. 
Tailplane movements imply the movement of the tailplane to fuselage mounting plate, unfortunately molded into the fuselage on
available models. Big deflections allow a very clear see-thru effect at the rear, so prepare for surgery. 
Ailerons: Mostly seen level, but small deflexions on parked birds are not uncommon. 
Spoilers on A-4F: 
Sometimes seen on taxing and parked aircraft. Commonly seen on aircraft during carrier landings. Mostly seen retracted. 
Catapult hooks: They are retractable (swiveling), and are only seen extended when the plane is on the catapult. 
Aircraft attitude: 
An aspect that can easily make or break a Skyhawk model is the aircraft attitude. Parked aircraft have the usual nose up attitude. Check
your model' s stance carefully against photos, particularly if your model has stores. Take care with the wing drop tanks. They do not stay
parallel to the fuselage, but show a drop to the rear. This is very noticeable. Moving aircraft show a large amplitude of movement of the
nose gear leg. Ride the brakes hard and the nose drops. During tension on the catapult, the nose is high; during the cat shot, the gear
oleo is fully compressed. What new versions to expect from Hasegawa? There is a mold separation mark in the inside of the middle
fuselage. This can only mean one thing: Two-seaters are coming. Expect at least a TA-4J. The kit includes both cannons and two
different replacements for this area: one regular type, very nice to do adversary birds, and an elongated, ladder carrying, Blue Angels
mod. Also, the intakes have a separate sprue, out of alphabetic sequence. So at least the wider intakes of the A-4F super Fox are
coming. These are, of course, the same as the A-4M intakes. So: A-4F Blue Angels is coming. Two types of end of tailpipe are
included: a regular one, and a slightly shorter one. This indicates: A-4B is coming. Several antennae and tips seem to indicate A-4K. It
is my strong belief that Hasegawa is planning a full line of Skyhawks. I just canceled all my Hobbycraft pre-orders.
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Quad-Cities Scale Modeler Society 
March 2001 Newsletter
Meeting Minutes: 
Not much in the way of minutes for this meeting. Lots of general discussion and some work on the upcoming show, which will be
covered later. Brad will talk to a retired Air Force Colonel who drove F-4's about coming to a future meeting. Bob Horton mentioned that
he had been approached about providing judges for a local model rocket contest on June 9-10. Bob did it last year and said it was a
badly planned event, we decided not to provide any judges. Keith will bring the video from last years show to the next meeting. We
shared a number of Clinton jokes. Randy reported all quiet in his basement this month. That was about it for this months meeting. We
got a show flyer for the Surgeons show in Des Moines on 28 April. Category sponsorships are $30. They have supported us so I
recommend that we sponsor one of theirs. I'll bring the flyer to the next meeting.

The Dates: 
March 10th: Chapter Meeting. Final planning for Show. Last years show video. 
March 31st: Quad Cities Scale Model Show. Milan Armory.  
April 14th: Chapter meeting. Club Photo shoot. 
April 28th: IPMS/Plastic Surgeons. West Des Moines, IA. Contact: Greg Metge or Tom Bly at GMGHA@aol.com 
May 12th: Chapter meeting. 
June 9th: Chapter meeting 
July 4-7: 2001 IPMS/USA National Convention in Chicago "A Modeler's Odyssey". Hosted by IPMS Lakes Region Scale Modelers and
IPMS Will-Cook chapters 2001 Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont IL For details see www.geocities.com/ipmsusa2001 
July 14th: Chapter meeting.

The Show: 
We are over 30 tables reserved for the vendors room so far. All of the rental agreements and insurance have been dropped off at the
Armory, but I don't have the final contract back yet with the cost. All of the raffle letter were sent out and we have raffle donations back
from Squadron- Signal (five books), Peregrine Publishing (five books) Fine Scale (a subscription to FSM) and Minicraft (1/48 P-38. If you
plan to donate to the raffle, could you bring them to this meeting? This year the pile is small, I have some ideas and we can discuss
them at the next meeting. We also decided to buy 100 acrylic 5 inch tall trophies for silver medal awards from Quality Trophies, along
with the regular award package. The total will be $420, plus whatever tax is. Ed Wahl volunteered to put together a software package for
registration. We need to provide one or two laptop computers for registration plus we need a printer at the show. Randy may have a
handle on the laptop. If you can help out let me know. I got a call from Fine Scale Modeler and they asked for a table. They will
provide a table top display, magazines and subscription cards. In return they will provide FSM subscriptions and some Kalmbach books
for the raffle table. I got a list from the National of all the IPMS members in the Illinois and Iowa areas and will drop the closer ones a
line about the club and the show. We still need you guys to hit up your local hobby shops for raffle donations and we need to sell more
vendor tables. ( I have received several letters, with three of them for tables -MWS)

And Now For Something Completely Different..... 
From Colonel Bruce Karakesh, Confederate Air Force 
This is an email I got from Bruce, he is working as a volunteer on the B-17 Sentimental Journey down in Mesa Arizona. "Seeing as how
you are a fan of useless information I thought I would add this to the vast storehouse of trivia that is know as "Broman: Modeling God". It
came about because of a post to RMS that asked where the tubes are on a B-17. Since I have no desire to post to the newsgroup your
getting the benefit of this newly acquired knowledge. That, and the fact that after all those months of reading the group I just couldn't
see my first answer being "leaks, how to take one over Schwienfurt". The relief tube on the B-17G, Sentimental Journey, is located low
on the port wall just aft of the ball turret and well ahead of the waist gun. This is just the starting point, it is then hard plumbed (solid
pipe) the full length of the plane to the tail cone, where it exits just below and outboard of the guns. The external tube in this case looks
to be a foot or so of heavy gauge fuel line. If you are standing aft, looking into the guns, the exit point is about 7 or 8 o'clock. I should
have mentioned that the "entrance" point is nothing more than a large funnel and another long length of fuel line. Both the tail gunner
and the ball turret positions have a similar (but smaller dia.) tube extending outside the fuse. Since there is limited access to those
positions in flight it stands to reason that they would need a tube of their own, but since I've not been into those positions, it's just a
guess. There, feel better? I know I do."

A Word on the National Convention: 
Hi Guyzz, Just thought that I would pass this along. We found out this afternoon that the entire Hotel is almost SOLD OUT! There are a
few rooms left but you have to HURRY in order to stay at the Convention Hotel. Remember to ask for "Code IPMS/USA Convention" to
get the $115 room rate. 
Jack Bruno 
2001 Co-Chair

Major's New Hours and the 1/32 A-10 
Major's has the new Trumpeter A-10 in two versions, the two seater and the single seater,. This puppy is huge. It has resin engines,
metal landing gear and PE. Here are Major's new hours: Monday thru Friday 10 am to 6 PM Saturday 10 am to 4 PM and of course
closed on Sunday. (I was there Tuesday and didn't see the A-10 -MWS)

Movie alert: I suppose most have seen the ads for "Enemy at the Gates". It's based on a book I read about 1970. Set during the battle
of Stalingrad. It's basically a duel between a German and a Russian Sniper. At the end of one of the commercials it show Stukas &
He-111s a bombing run over a burning city.[MWS]
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And Now, A Joke: Three armor modelers and three aircraft modelers are traveling by train to a conference. At the station, the three
aircraft modelers each buy tickets and watch as the three armor modelers buy only a single ticket. "How are three people going to travel
on only one ticket?" asks an aircraft modeler. "Watch and you'll see," answers the armor modeler. They all board the train. The aircraft
modelers take their respective seats but all three armor modelers cram into a rest room and close the door behind them. Shortly after the
train has departed, the conductor comes around collecting tickets. He knocks on the rest room door and says, "Ticket, please." The door
opens just a crack and a single arm emerges with a ticket in hand. The conductor takes it and moves on. The aircraft modelers saw this
and agreed it was quite a clever idea. So after the conference, the aircraft modelers decide to copy the armor modelers on the return
trip and save some money. When they get to the station, they buy a single ticket for the return trip. To their astonishment, the armor
modelers don't buy a ticket at all. "How are you going to travel without a ticket?" asks one perplexed aircraft modeler. "Watch and you'll
see," answers an armor modeler. When they board the train the three aircraft modelers cram into a rest room and the three armor
modelers cram into another one nearby. The train departs. Shortly afterward, one of the armor modelers leaves his rest room and walks
over to the rest room where the aircraft modelers are hiding. He knocks on the door and says, "Ticket, please".

The Region V Coordinators Update: 
Hello my little model buddies! IPMS/USA Elections are coming up fast. If you would like to run for office, please notify the National
Office to get the correct information! You need to get a form and have 25 IPMS members sign off on it. So, be a part of the scheme of
things, if you have something to contribute to our modeling society, run for office now! (and God help you! :) I was contacted by
IPMS/Ft. Crook and they are planning another LOCON. When I get more information on DATES, I'll let you know! In case you did not
know, (we just heard) the IPMS National Convention Contest is NO SWEEPS. National Head Man, Aris Pappas, informed us that it was
our decision and so it is what you read! Good luck and God bless! April 1st is almost here and so far there have been no takers for the
Region 5 Convention in 2002. C'mon guyzz.........time is short!! April 1st is also the deadline for Region 5 "Person of the Year" and the
"Gil Godfrey Memorial Chapter of the Year." I'm looking forward to seeing a lot of people/Chapters nominated for these two great
honors! Speaking of the National Convention.........I must tell you that Hotel Reservations are going very fast. VERY FAST. Make your
room plans NOW!!! I want everyone that is coming to have the opportunity to stay at the Convention Hotel and at our great room rate of
$115. We had to cancel the U-505 Tour. I was very disappointed in having to do this, but these are the reasons. We would have to
charge $60 for a "After Hours" special tour. This did not include any other exhibits in the Museum and was limited to only two hours(6
till 8). It will cost a visitor less that $12 to get from the Hotel via train, pay the entrance fee to the Museum, and see everything in the
joint and during regular hours. Not only that, the Museum insisted on a $1000 nonrefundable deposit by the end of March. In our
opinion. Not only was this a crapshoot as to the Tour paying for itself, but also possibly leaving anyone taking the tour........... a bad taste
in their mouth. I would expect more for my $60, and we thought you would too. We hope you understand and PLEASE GO to see the
U-505 on your own. It is truly a very cool exhibit and there are many other wonderful things there too..........Spitfire, Stuka, GREAT BIG
TRAIN LAYOUT, Coal Mine, Spacecraft, Automotive and a great big 707!! It is worth it!!! If you are planning an event, please check the
DATES and clear it with me first!! Communication..............it works!! Very soon, IPMS/USA will be taking VISA/MC charge cards for
memberships. Keep checking the JOURNAL for more information!! That's it for now.............as per the last update, send MJ your e-mail
address.......you may be voting with it in the future. Have a great Valentine's Day!!! It's my favorite day cause I get to tell everybody I
love 'em!!! But, you knew I loved ya anyway, right Sailor!!! You too Greg!!!! Ya goose................bye, silly...........jack 
Jack Bruno 
Region 5 Coordinator 
IPMS Will-Cook President 
IPMS/USA 25313

Kit Review: Sukhoi S-37 from Zvezda  
By Ken Duffey, Courtesy RMS 
I just got my S-37 'Berkut' kit from Moscow this morning (thanks Boris !), so here is a quick OTB review ..... Kit consists of just 52 parts
molded in light grey plastic with simple engraved panel detail plus some ribbing in the wheel bays. The clear sprue has a separate
windscreen/canopy/rear section, but the IRST ball is molded in solid plastic (although it appears to be solid on the real thing maybe just
an aerodynamic shape ? ) Another frosted clear sprue contains a 2-part stand. The cockpit is very simple given that there must be a lack
of information about it. It comprises a tub with side panels, a crude K-36 ejection seat, a control column and an instrument panel.
Decals are provided for the control column and side panels, but they are very crude, green-colored shapes with a representation of MFD
screens etc. Given that we and probably Zvezda - don't know what the S-37 cockpit looks like, they have done the best they can. We
don't even know if the a/c has a side-stick or central control column, so any detail must be purely speculative at this stage. The fuselage
is in 3 parts split horizontally. It comprises a complete lower fuselage from nose to tail with integral wheel bays and rear tailbooms. The
upper fuselage is in two parts a nose section from the radome tip to just behind the cockpit and then the complete upper fuselage from
behind the cockpit to the exhausts. The joint slopes down from the cockpit to the nose to follow the contours of the real thing but I
suspect that it will a difficult join to hide. The rest of the join - between the upper and lower fuselage - is mostly hidden by the
LERX/wings/tailplane. The intakes are made up from a 'roof' that fits under the LERX, a semi-circular intake lip and a splitter plate.
There is no interior detail and you can see right into the fuselage. The wings and tailplanes are molded as single parts left and right as
are the fins and canards. The engine exhausts comprise 2 simple afterburner flame rings which are fitted to a part that represents the
forward section of the nozzles with a splitter fairing between. The two separate rear nozzles are then added. There is no detail on these
nozzles, but this appears to be correct looking at photos of the real thing. The suction relief doors in the upper fuselage are just recesses
but two small doors are supplied so they can be shown open, but note that these doors pivot in the middle, not at the rear, so it might be
difficult to depict them correctly given the shallowness of the recess. Each main undercarriage consists of a leg with a separate axle that
may result in a weak joint plus a rear actuating arm, two-part wheels and a large door. The nose gear is made up from the leg again
with separate axle part a steering ram and the rear actuator. The two wheels have the small anti-FOD guard moulded integrally and
there is a single nosewheel door. The model is finished off with a nose probe, IRST ball, twin air data probes and a spine aerial. The
instruction sheet gives the overall color scheme as "Sharoviy" which my Russian dictionary can't translate but it is definitely not black
(Cherniy). Can anyone translate ? I would go for a VERY dark blue myself. A separate sheet gives the history of the a/c in Russian
together with photos the main men involved in its design Mikhail Pogosyan, Mikhail Simonov, Sergei Korotkov and its pilot Igor
Votintsev. The decals consist of the aforementioned instrument panel decals, six red stars, white outline numbers 01 for the nose,
white-outlined blue numbers 01 for the fin, 'OKB Sukhoi' titles for the nose, white/red/blue flashes for the wing and fin tips and the 'Cy'
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logos on the radome and fin. Missing from the decal sheet are the flashes for the engine intakes and wing undersurfaces, the Perm
'Bear' logos for the intakes and the intake yellow 'dotted' outline. The instruction show that the intake should be painted yellow, but the
design is more complicated than that and the number 01 on the forward fuselage should have a blue center. Note that when it first flew,
the S-37 did not have the 'OKB Sukhoi' titles nor the 'Cy' logo on the fin. It has since been modified with a bigger chord rudder correctly
depicted in the kit. Also, as seen at MAKS 99, it no longer has a yellow painted intake. In summary, this is a very welcome kit and given
that there is only a single prototype flying, Zvezda are to be congratulated for producing it. Without any decent scale drawings, it is
difficult to assess its accuracy, but it looks to be a good representation of the real thing with the exception of the radome tip. The real
thing has a distinct 'beak' that is visible from certain angles. This is not depicted on this kit, but it shouldn't be difficult to fix with some
plastic card and filler. It will be interesting to see how it compares with my scratchbuilt S-37 that I made a few years ago ! See
http://www.samolet.co.uk/s37model.html. I will try and put together a web page showing some details of the markings. 
Ken Duffey - Flanker Freak & Russian Aviation Enthusiast 
Flankers Website - http://www.flankers.co.uk/

Auto Racing Web Sites by Chuck Hermann 
Courtesy GTR Newsletter 
Several months ago at a meeting we discussed collecting GTR member's favorite auto racing websites and passing the along to the
readers of the GTR newsletter. Here's the first batch, these are really a brief personal opinion. Sites change so some comments may not
apply by the time you check these out! We're still looking for contributions, from members and also from anyone reading the newsletter! I
especially need NASCAR sites since that is not my primary interest. But please feel free to pass along all racing sites you might think
would interest readers of the newsletter. If you don't want to provide details just send me the site address and I will check it out and
comment. I will need some feedback before we can publish another article! We'll start with some of my favorites.
www.totalmotorsport.com: formerly www.supersportscarworld.com, this site was forced to move due to domain name problems, but it took
the opportunity to improve. Despite the name it is focused on sports car racing. So it is loaded with race reports and news from around
the world. Based in England, they cover a lot of the British GT and, this year, the British Touring Car championships. But they also cover
events around the world, U.S. ALMA and Grand Am races receive various reports, from pre race to qualifying, the race and post race.
You navigate the site by clicking on the toggle switches on the racing dashboard. I check this out several times a week, especially race
weekends. But in their new format you cannot copy any photos! Last year I used a lot in this newsletter, oh well! www.atlasF1.com: there
are lots of F1 WebPages, but I like the restrained, "scholarly" tone of this site. The news page is full of short late breaking stories, the
races are covered in lengthy, thorough detail. The preview articles provide great background great historical perspective to the
upcoming event. www.CART.com: this is the official page of CART, lots of news and features but of course it is biased and
uncontroversial, often a PR piece. But the results are very thorough and up to date, they feature some live interviews and live race
reports. When Milwaukee and Ontario were rained out last year and ran on Mondays, I was able to keep up at the office through this site,
on radio or with scrolling updates. Check this page out to find out about TV coverage for the next race when in doubt.
www.trans-amseries.com: formerly the BF Goodrich official site, now that they are no longer the title sponsor of the series it has been
renamed. Much improved site since last year, now that the SCCA is no longer the sanctioning body the new Panoz/Sanchez
organization seems willing to step up the coverage and marketing of the series. We'll have to see how quick and thorough the race
reporting is once the season begins. Also interesting is the archives with the results of every season and every race since 1966!

Nostaligia Perhaps? Airfix 1/32 Lee and Grant Review  
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: Airfix 1/32 Armour Series Kits 
Kit No. 8364-5, American M3 Lee Tank; 184 parts (180 in medium green styrene, 4 in black vinyl); price not known (out of production
since the late 1970s) 
Kit No. 8365-8, Grant Tank; 177 parts (173 in sand colored styrene, 4 in black vinyl) price not known (out of production since the late
1970s) 
Advantages: Most accurate large-scale kits of these tanks made 
Disadvantages: Out of production; some quirks and different errors than other kits 
Rating: Recommended 
Recommendation: for 1/32 fans and anyone who wants a nice centerpiece for an Airfix "Multipose" figure vignette or diorama.One thing
we all tend to suffer from when we get into nostalgia we tend to remember things as better than they are or were. Too often when we
manage to find a model or other item from our youth, it seems pretty tacky or really awful in comparison to our modern tastes. I recall
the Monogram M3 Lee and Grant kits as better than their Tamiya counterparts, but then again, I have enough chunks of survivors (I did
have the pleasure of seeing what a Government .45-70 will do to a Lee at medium range back in 1976) to see that they weren't much
either. The seven foot tall commander that came with the Lee is an example of how far off they really were. But I never even saw the
much-liked Airfix Lee and Grant kits in 1/32, as few of them ever seemed to come to US shores. I think the main reason was that there
already were the 1/35 scale Tamiya kits and the 1/32 scale ones from Monogram, and suppliers and shops did not want to get stuck with
a redundant third set of kits of the same subject. (Unlike model aircraft kits, where it seems one can never get enough P-51s or Spitfires,
the armor modeling fraternity is fussier and prefers better kits spaced farther apart.) As a point of fact, I had never even seen one of the
Airfix kits until George Woodward showed up with an Airfix Grant as part of a diorama at the 1996 AMPS Convention in Aberdeen.
Since George is an excellent modeler, it was hard to tell what was Airfix and what was George on the diorama, which took a Silver
Medal in Advanced. Today I found a pair of Airfix kits one each of the Grant and Lee in the mail, courtesy of Peter Brown's attic (loft to
our English friends). Finally, after nearly 25 years, I have a chance to check these two semi-legendary kits out and see how good they
really are. Both kits follow the same pattern a common hull and set of tracks with a separately bagged sprue for the turret and any
additional parts. Airfix, being smarter than Tamiya or Monogram, provides the lids to the stowage bins on the basic kit sprues and the
boxes themselves on the specific kit sprue, so that they get more mileage from their molds. Each kit comes with a typical Airfix kit figure
of the period consisting of four parts: body, torso rear, and two arms with accessories molded in place. The Lee has a commander of
about 1942-43 vintage with the "football" helmet, and the Grant has a commander in shorts with a peaked cap under his headset. Both
are very nicely proportioned and animated, which was an Airfix specialty of the time. Since they use a common hull, they are both
correct as given: the Lee IS an M3 for a change, with the radial engine. Both tanks have the early "pepperpot" mufflers, however, which
is probably a bit too early for most Grants. One major problem for the M3 is the shared track, which comes in two sections of very floppy
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black vinyl. Airfix decided to replicate a worn version of the WE210 "Double I" track links, which is fine for the Grant, but apparently only
used on some of the Lee tanks used in Southeast Asia by the Commonwealth. They are not correct for a Lee in US service. One good
point, however, is that the tracks DID note that connectors connect the track links, unlike the Tamiya ones where the connectors are
attached to the links! Airfix also "got it right" with the driver's viewer for the Grant (part 161); while the same part does not come with the
Lee, the base is molded onto the roof of the hull. Airfix gets around this by having the modeler cement a section of spare track to the
roof of the hull to hide it. The turret of the Grant is very accurate (by its contemporary standards, the competition with Tamiya and
Monogram goes to this kit in a walkaway) as is that of the Lee, which has the "bump" for the commander's cupola molded separately.
The hull to these kits is one of the screwiest assembly jobs I have ever seen. The model comes with a separate upper and lower hull, to
be sure: but the lower hull consists of the sides, fenders, and two bulkheads at the front and rear; the top is a section of the front, top,
and rear with three massive tubes to mount it to the lower hull. The belly, five-piece nose, rear plate, and upper hull sides are all
separate pieces. As with all Airfix kits, it goes together pretty well, but that's a lot of seams to deal with, even in a "bucket of rivets" like
one of these tanks. The suspension is correct, and the wheels even appear to be of the correct width for the tanks. The suspension
consists of a two-piece roller, four-part bogie front, bogie rear, and two wheels. Drivers and idlers are much more conventional. The tanks
both come with the early M2 short-barreled 75mm gun, and the counterweight for the stabilizer is an option for each kit. However, the
turrets both come with the counterweight for the 37mm gun in place. The cupola for the Lee is separate, but that for the Grant is fixed in
place at a 45 degree angle to the left, which somewhat limits what can be done with the model as regards "posing" it for a diorama. All
viewers and hatches on the model are optional position, but there is not a hint of any interior (which was par for the course back then,
with only the Tamiya 1/25 scale Tiger so blessed at that time.) The stowage for the Grant which goes over the side skirts is
two-dimensional, all molded on one long section of plastic. Decals are included with each kit for three different vehicles. The Grant can
be built as one of three North African machines: 1st RTR, 22nd Bde, 7th Armoured Division; Staffordshire Yeomanry, 8th Bde, 10th
Armoured Division; and The Greys, 4th Lte Arm Bde, 7th Armoured Division, El Alamein. The Lee can be built as: a training unit in the
UK, 1942, and two different tanks from 2nd Battalion, 13th Armored Regiment, 1st Armored Division, Tunisia 1942. Overall, they really
are not bad kits, especially considering the age of the molds. Airfix put a first class effort into the models, and it still shows at this late
date. If you are one of the dying breed who builds 1/32 scale, or want a model for a specific diorama with 54mm miniatures or Airfix
"Multipose" figures, they are an excellent place to start.

Kit Review:1/72 Emhar Figure Sets  
German WWI Infantry with Tank Crew 
German WWI Artillery with 96 n/A 76 mm Gun 
British WWI Infantry with Tank Crew 
British WWI Artillery with 18 pdr Gun 
By Glen Broman, IPMS/USA# 32541, IPMS/UK#X1689 
As a fan of small scale kits, especially WWI kits, I was very pleased to see these figure sets from Emhar. These sets will appeal to both
the diorama builder and the war gamer. The artillery pieces area particularly welcome item. The sets are molded on soft plastic, I would
have like to seen them molded in the same hard plastic that they use in their armor kits. These sets are very similar in appearance to the
newer Revell figure sets, the detail is generally good and there is a minimum amount of flash on most of the figures and parts. The
artillery sets consist of two guns and twenty four figures. The British 18 pdr appears to be a late war model with the full gun shield. The
18 pdr was originally fielded without a gun shield but having ones gun crews picked off by the enemies infantry and the odd bit of
shrapnel caused the shield to be added. The artillery set also includes a figure firing a Vickers machine gun and a three man gun crew
for each piece. The Infantry sets consist of four sprues, of which to pair are identical so you really do not get a wide variety of different
poses. Each figure is molded on it's own base. The British figure set includes a stokes mortar and a Lewis gunner in the prone position.
On of the tank crew figures has a leather helmet and a chain mail face mask worn round his neck. There is also an officer figure wearing
shorts. The German infantry set has one figure in a gas mask and also includes a flame thrower. The German tank crew has a mechanic
figure and what appears to be an Unter Offizier with a checklist. One of the figures is also carrying what appears to be a Bergmann
submachine gun. There are no instructions provided with the sets, the only painting instructions given is the full color box art, there is a
small painting on the back of each box which shows tow of the figures and does give some idea of the colors to use, but no specific
pains are identified on the box. The artillery sets have an exploded assembly diagram on the back of the box which clearly show how
the guns are assembled. The instructions also recommend washing the figures with detergent before painting . I would have liked to
have seen painting instructions provided, if nothing else, a call out of colors like Revell do on their boxes. Although many modelers
have their own references, these sets will likely to appeal to the younger modeler who will not have a good set of references to hand.
The parts can be cut from the sprue easily and some clean up is be required on each figure, although there is no excessive flash on any
of the figures. A fresh blade in your hobby knife will be a great help when cleaning up the figures. I tried to drill out the gun tubes of the
artillery pieces, I only had moderate success doing this with my pine vise and painting the end of the tube black will give the desired
effect. There is some mold shift on some of the figures and I tried a sanding stick on them. They are not effective on this type of plastic
and I went back trimming with my knife. I also tried to see if scraping the seam lines would work with this type of plastic but unfortunately
it does not work. The more I worked with this plastic, the more I didn't like it. I would have preferred that Emhar use the same type of
hard plastic that they used on their armor kits. This would make cleaning and assembly much easier, not to mention conversion of the
figures. On a positive note, the delicate parts like rifle barrels and the handspike on the 18 pdr would be far more prone to breakage if
they had been molded in hard plastic. The artillery pieces snap together during assembly. The parts stay in position fairly well once
assembled but I wanted to glue them in to ensure they stayed put during painting and weathering. I tried super glue, Tenax and white
glue. Only the white glue worked, and even that not well. I painted the kits with a variety of paints. I used Testors Modelmaster enamel
Field Drab for the 18 pdrs, Polly S acrylic Field Grey for the 77mm and the German uniforms. I used Humbrol enamels for the British
uniforms and detail painting. All of the paints worked well on the plastic, although my experience with this type of plastic has been that
acrylic paints tend to work best over time, especially if you plan to handle the figures. Overall, I was pleased to see these figure sets
released, but I would have liked to have seen them molded in had plastic and with a wider variety of poses.

The Roden 1/72 Gotha Assessed 
By Volker Haeusler, courtesy WWI Modeling List 
Thanks to the usual fast delivery of Earl at NKR and the usual one week delay caused by "Post Malaysia" and "Kastam Malaysia" the
Roden Gotha finally touched down here in Penang last weekend. I think a number of you have already given their first impression on
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the kit, but I have not yet seen any comments on the kits accuracy. So here are my first impressions: 
1. Background The kits claims to portray both the Gotha G II and the Gotha G III. Looking on the available documentation, the
differences are as follows: The G II was the first Burkhard designed Gotha bomber (as compared to the Ursinus designed G I). It s main
identification features were: 
- Daimler D IV "straight eight" engine 
- either four bladed or wide chord two bladed props 
- 2 gun positions in the nose and aft of the pilot 
The D IV engine was the major contributing factor to the G II s failure, this engine being plagued by an endless series of breakdowns
due to crankshaft vibrations and fractures - the crankshaft just being to long to run smoothly given the technology of that day (but what a
fascinating concept that straight eight was!). The Gotha G III introduced the following major changes: 
- 6 cylinder Daimler D IVa engine 
- "standard" 2 bladed props 
- a third (ventral) gun position (not yet the famous "Gotha tunnel") 
Conclusion: Those who have already seen the kit will have noticed: It is not possible to build a G II straight out of this kit. More on that
later... 
2. Comparing the kit to the WS drawings. Given some past experiences (especially with the Pfalz D III, where the Roden kit obviously is
more accurate than the WS drawing), I first checked the drawings against the published dimensions. Again, I found the WS drawings to
be somewhat inaccurate. As an example, the lower wing span (21.900 mm in the original or 304 mm in 72 scale) is not shown properly
in the drawings, the drawn dimension actually varying from drawing to drawing. In the G III top view the lower wing is a full 9 mm to
short. Therefore all conclusions must be treated with some care. Too, the real accuracy will only show after assembly of the multi part
wings. However, here are my first observations: Upper wing: Span and chord seem to be very accurate, the cutout of the trailing edge in
the center section differs from the drawing, but it is difficult to assess who s right. Lower wing: Might be slightly to long, whereas the
drawing invariably shows a span that is to small. chord seems ok again. Judging from photos, I think the more "square" wingtips of the kit
are more accurate than the WS drawings. Fuselage: Too long in the kit, but maybe easy to fix by modifying the fuselage end. More
difficult to fix is the upward "curvature" of the fuselage top in the tail area, which was also there in the original, but seems grossly
overdone in the kit. Rudder: The lower curvature of the G III rudder in the kit is maybe not totally right, but definitely better than the
inaccurate WS depiction. I have some difficulty with the tailplane, as I have not found any good photos of G II/III taiplanes, but
compared to those of the G IV the Roden parts look more accurate than the WS drawings again - the differences anyway are marginal 
. 3. Detailing: When looking into the kit, my first reaction was sheer joy. Looking closer, I see 2 or 3 areas I do not like too much. As
already stated in my comments on the Pfalz, I have some problems with the Roden wheels. That is also true for the Gotha, with the tires
just looking to small compared to the wheel center. The cockpit and fuselage interior is not really bad (much better than in the Frog
Vimy or Airfix O/400), but the detail is sometimes a little weak (for example on the fuselage sides). definitely I would have liked a floor -
the rather old fashioned approach of gluing the seats etc. to the bottoms of the fuselage halves is not a good idea in such an open,
clearly visible cockpit. However, some plastic sheet and evergreen stuff can turn the cockpit/fuselage into a real dream. On the positive
side, some of the details, including the 2 D IVa engines and the Parabellums look great. As already stated above, you can not build a G
II out of this kit for 3 reasons: 
- The kit includes only 6 cyl D IVa engines, no 8 cyl D IV. This is maybe not that serious, as you anyway can t see much through that
very small gap in the engine cover side, but at least I don t like the idea to have the wrong engines installed. 
- The G II did not have a ventral gun position, therefore the circular hole in the rear cockpit and the cutout in the ventral fuselage don t
belong there for the G II. 
- All photos of G II s I know show either 4 blade or rather "strange" two blade props, something also mentioned by P. Grosz in the older
Profile. The kit only comes with some rather standard looking two bladers. 
Finally a word on the engine nacelles: The instructions show how to modify these for the G II/III (essentially by removing most of the
cooling louvres). While the proposed modifications seem to be ok for the left side of the nacelle, photos show the other side to be even
more "plain". Again, look on photos before you decide what to do. Finally, the markings: The kit comes with all the markings for one G II
and 2 G III s., these being the machines depicted on plate A, B and C on p. 17 of the WS "Gotha!". Much improved over the earlier
Toko markings (remember that "Klein" Pfalz D XII?). G II 204/16 was one of the G II s with 4 bladed props. 
4. My Conclusion: Well, in spite of some remarks above I m not disappointed with the Gotha. It is definitely the best injection molded
WW I two motor I know. I like the layout that will make assembly not too difficult. I don t take the G II issue too serious, I m anyway not
going to do this plane. I think Roden could have done better with the fuselage interior, but than most of us anyway would have replaced
or added a lot in the cockpit. Whatever - it is a fine kit of an interesting aircraft, and Roden can only be congratulated for the courage to
do these subjects. I say: Buy one to encourage them to bring out those even more interesting G IVs and G Vs.

Aircraft Performance T 
By Sandy Adam, courtesy WWI List 
A bit of explanation. During a discussion on the "best aircraft" of WWI, folks were trying to come up with some measurement of
performance to compare aircraft. Sandy Adam threw this into the mix. Desirability - measured by the envy of your mates and opponents
when they saw what cockpit you were sitting in. Varied from mega-drool (SE5a, Fokker DVII) to laughter (Ago CII) Color comparability -
measured on the TB scale (Tart's Boudoir). Most German aircraft were designed with this as a principal requirement. Not fully
understood by designers for the RAF. The FE2b was banned from being measured as there were no instruments sensitive enough at the
time. Purposefulness - a combination measurement of the angle of the front undercarriage struts and the wing stagger multiplied by the
radiator shape. SE5a won top marks here, some French designs including all the Nieuport types were given a nominal score of 1 as they
could not actually be measured. Stupidity - the Ago and the Push-Proj scored highly here again, along with that big Caproni seaplane
liner with all the wings and that Fokker "DVII" with 5 wings. Fabric retention - this measurement was introduced after Fokker Dr1s and
Nieuport 28s decided to do aerial stripteases to bemuse the opposition. Unfortunately this bemused the pilot's themselves and
immediately increased the next rating tenfold. Laxativity (bowel retention) - essential measurement for rotary engined aeroplanes.
Calculated by the laxativity of Castor Oil multiplied by the engine revs, times the number of opponents in the vicinity and squared if the
fabric retention quotient was low. Ease of relief - calculated by the angle and diameter of the relief tube multiplied by the dimensions
of the pilot's personal equipment and governed by the Bernoulli effect of the slipstream. Commonly known as getting your own back.
Bits to hold on to when you fall out - a complex measurement based on several factors, such as stiffness of the Lewis gun ammo drum.
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Varied with IQ of the pilot. Some like the Sopwith Triplane had hand holds (also known as cabane struts) placed conveniently near the
pilot - famously demonstrated by Collishaw. Others had less convenient grips but unfortunately few exponents were able to give the
actual measurement after trying them out.
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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society's 

April 2001 Newsletter
Meeting Minutes:

Mike is putting meeting flyers at the local hobby shops, if you'd like some to take to your local one, let him know. We talked about making a sign to put in front
of the Deere-Wiman Carriage House for the shows to help people find it. Keith may have access to a real estate sign that would work. Larry Wright asked that
anyone with information on the Sexton gun mount get in touch with him. We voted to support a category for the Plastic Surgeons show for $30. We had a new
member this meeting, Nick Heleg-Greza. Welcome to the Funny Farm. Most of the rest of the meeting was taken up with preparations for the Show. Next month
is the club photo shoot, so bring something in you want photos of. Our world class club photographers take the pictures and you get copies, courtesy of the club.
Such a deal. See you there.

The Dates:

April 14th: Chapter meeting. Club Photo shoot. 
April 28th: IPMS/Plastic Surgeons. West Des Moines, IA. 
Contact: Greg Metge or Tom Bly at GMGHA@aol.com 
May 12th: Chapter meeting. 
June 9th: Chapter meeting 
July 4-7: 2001 IPMS/USA National Convention in Chicago "A Modeler's Odyssey". Hosted by IPMS Lakes Region Scale Modelers and IPMS Will-Cook
chapters 2001 Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont IL For details see www.geocities.com/ipmsusa2001 
July 14th: Chapter meeting. 
March 30 2002: The 7th Annual Quad Cities Scale Model Show

The Quad Cities Sixth Annual Scale Model Show.
We pulled of the best ever, well done gentlemen. We had a record 281 entries, and two additional models on display for a total of 283 from 74 entrants.
Remember the first show when we had 28 entries? We had 122 Aircraft, 9 Ships, 54 Military Vehicles, 16 Fantasy, 2 Space/Sci-Fi, 11 Dioramas, 10
Automotive, 23 Figures, 1 Misc., 22 Juniors and 11 King of Battle. The Quality was absolutely astounding this year. The new awards for silver medals were also
a big hit and it looks as if we may be able to add awards for bronze next year. Nick, Mike and Steve took some great pictures, Nick provided a CD of photos that
we will be putting on the web page. Everything pretty much went off on schedule with the awards starting 15 minutes late. That was due to the record setting
number and the fact that we were short judges this year, especially considering the number of entries. We put something like $1,300 in the bank, but we won't
have a full accounting till the meeting. Wed did make $87.50 on food thanks to Randy Kidd, $567 on the Raffle, $385 on tables and $536 on entries and misc.
Tom Meyer even popped out of the woodwork for the show all the way from Colorado and Pat Sidley also showed up. Sort of like Old Home Week down on the
farm. We used Ed Wahl's new computerized entry system and it worked wonderfully, despite a few burps on start up when we first started learning the system. If
we hadn't used the system, we would have been much later with the awards. We also tried a new method of handing out awards, some liked it, some didn't, but
the bottom line is that it is easier and faster than placing the awards on the tables and there wouldn't have been room or time to do that anyway. The post show
party was also big this year as we gathered around the potpourri and did the annual retelling of the tale of Jack Bruno and his strange taste in food. The party
finally wound down around midnight and everyone went home and slept for three days. I'm already looking forward to next year. To all of you who helped,
donated and supported, thank you!

The Region V Report:

Hello Modelers!!!

A few things to remind you about today..............What is April First???? You got it!!! Speak now, or forever live with the choices I decide :) God.......power
Rock this early in the morning!!! The IPMS Duneland Show was a big success........way t'go guyzz.........and more shows are coming up!! Please check out the
Dates because I had three come pass the desk in rapid succession. I'm sure all Chapters have sent in their Recharters.........right Ralph? DLC Dave has given this
enough time. Chapters will lose insurance and the right to the IPMS name. PLEASE contact your club member who handles this and get it right!!! Your help
will be greatly appreciated. The IPMS National Convention is winding down to the final planning stages!! We still need Sponsorships!! Please e-mail me if you
can help us out! The preregistration is in full swing. Over 100 already!! If at all possible, please preregister and make the lines go FASTER!!! This looks like the
record breaker, so this will give you more time to shop!! And don't forget to sign up for the seminars. The most popular ones have been the
Gabreski/Paine/Sewell seminars. Get your ticket in advance before they are SOLD OUT!!! For those of you that do the RMS thing, Charlie Metz is organizing the
SOCIAL this year. It will be in one of the Hotel Bars and take place on Thursday night! Cheers!!! Many questions have been coming in concerning the IPMS
membership requirement to enter in the National. YES, you have to be a member, but that does not mean you cannot attend. Please remind your members of this.
More news down the line.............be safe..........be cool...............build a model! And "who loves ya"?................Why I do Greg!!! :) JACKHAMMER
The 2002 Region V Convention:

Hello Guyzz and Gals!!! 

It is with GREAT PLEASURE that I announce that IPMS/Gateway (St. Louis) will Host the 2002 Region 5 Convention on May 4th thru 5th of next year! It
will be held at the May Community Center at DePaul Hospital in Bridgeton, MO. Further information will be released by IPMS Gateway........or for more
information please contact Mike George at Ontrak33@aol.com !! That will be my numbah one vacation pick for next year, so God willing, I won't have a child in
the Hospital like the last Regional!! The nominations for the Gil Godfrey Memorial Chapter of the Year are in. I will be sending the Chapters Bio and submission
on to the DLC for IPMS/USA National honors! The winner is............I ain't telling yet! :).........till I get the Award made that is!!! The IPMS/Region 5 "Man of
the Year" has also been decided by nomination...............that will be released in a future update also............till I get the Award made!!!! Don't ya love the
suspense? Thanks to all the Chapters for submissions and it was a difficult choice. Keep checking out the DATES for more Shows. We got a lot of them this
month so please choose your date well and check with me for any overlapping!................and WHO LOVES YA???? Ya Godd#$@ Right!!!! :) Jacksonian
Rat Fink Creator Roth Dies

By PAUL CHAVEZ, Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) - Ed "Big Daddy" Roth, whose fantastic car creations and anti-hero Rat Fink character helped define the California hotrod culture of the
1950s and '60s, has died. He was 69. Roth died Wednesday at his studio in Manti, Utah, said Joe Bennett, a dispatcher with the Sanpete County Sheriff's
Department. The cause of death wasn't immediately given. A generation of teen-age rebels across the country found a hero in Roth, whose chrome and fiberglass
creations stirred awe at car shows. Many adopted his airbrushed anti-hero, the bug-eyed, menacing Rat Fink, who became a cultural counterpoint to Mickey
Mouse. While Roth worked on custom cars in his garage-studio near Los Angeles, youngsters across the country broke out the airplane glue to work on intricate
scale plastic models of his "Outlaw" roadster, bubble-topped "Beatnik Bandit," or futuristic "Mysterion." As a designer, Roth was considered a genius and
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visionary, not only for his radical designs, but also for his pioneering use of fiberglass in car bodies. He was described by author Tom Wolfe in his 1964 essay
"The Kandy-Kolored Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby" as the "most colorful, the most intellectual and the most capricious" of the car customizers. "He's the
Salvador Dali of the movement - a surrealist in his designs, a showman by temperament, a prankster," Wolfe wrote. Roth created Rat Fink and a host of wild
characters to help finance his car design work. In 1974, he converted to the Mormon church and abandoned his rebel lifestyle, however he continued to work on car
designs. "My fanaticism with cars has just destroyed my personal life," he told The Associated Press in a 1997 interview. "It's an obsession, an addiction. Every
day I pray to God, `Release me from my calling!"' David Chodosh, a friend and business associate, said Roth was still working at the time of his death and was
hoping to tour a new car in 2002. "The guy over the years has epitomized cool," Chodosh said. "Even now, in so many ways, he is still the Boss Fink."

ARM: Review - BA-6 by Eastern Express 
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: Eastern Express 1/35 Scale Kit No. 35127; Armor Car BA-6;172 parts (161 in gray styrene and 11 in black vinyl); price between $21 and $26 
Advantages: First kit of this vehicle in styrene, very accurate shapes and nice touches to kit. 
Disadvantages: No rivets on sides or rear of hull, one wheel missing! 
Rating: Recommended. 
Recommendation: For all armored car fans, "between the wars" buffs, and WWII Soviet fans. One area of armored warfare where there is no agreement is on combat
with wheeled vehicles. The US Army never really got heavily into armored cars, with the sole exception of the M8/M20 family which only arrived after WWII
had started (we'll ignore the LAV/Pirhana III selection going on now). The British had one for every occasion. The Germans designed over-engineered which were
very mobile but too few and far between for effective scouting. The Soviets, on the other hand, liked them but had the odd habit of simply picking a suitable
chassis and strapping an armored body on it. As a result, their armored cars were either 4 x 2 or 6 x 4 types that trusted more on the driver's not getting into
off-road trouble rather than provide him a vehicle to get out of it! The basis of most of the Soviet WWII armored cars was essentially the Ford Motor Company.
The light armored cars were originally based on the GAZ-A chassis and drive train, which stemmed from the 1929 Ford Model A passenger car. Likewise, the
heavy armored cars were based on either the GAZ-AA 4 x 2 or GAZ-AAA 6 x 4 Ford Model AA trucks. The first prototype of what became the BA-3/6/10 series,
the D-13, was built in 1931. It was heavily armed for its day with a 37mm gun and two 7.62mm machine guns, but was only thinly armored. This vehicle
evolved into the BA-I prototype and then the BA-3. The BA-3 solved one problem effective armament and fire control by simply replacing the earlier turrets with
a T-26 Model 1933 turret with 45mm gun and coaxial 7.62mm DT machine gun; a second DT mounted in the glacis next to the driver. But the -3 was
overweight and balky off road, so they redesigned it with a lighter body, more ammunition, and better allocation of the armor protection. It was built in Koplino
near Leningrad at the Izhorsk Factory using ZIS (Moscow) chassis components from 1935 to 1939. 386 BA-6 and later BA-6M vehicles were built. It was phased
out on the production line to be replaced by the BA-10, an evolved version of the design. Eastern Express has combined new parts with an existing kit, the
ex-Toko GAZ-AAA 2 ton truck, to provide the modeler with just what the Soviet Army got a medium armored car body on a commercial truck chassis. As a
point of fact, you have to do what the Soviets did cut 350mm (10mm in scale) from the rear of the chassis to get the new body to fit. The rest of the kit is totally
new, including the T-26 turret. Rather than copy or borrow the Zvezda BT-5/T-26 turret, as other manufacturers have done, Eastern Express provides a totally
new turret. The nicest feature is that this turret also provides the modeler with two types of mantelet (cast or welded) and two types of cradle protective plates for
the gun recoil mechanism. However, the gun barrel is not quite right, as the middle "step" in the barrel is about 3mm too long on the muzzle end. It is probably
easier here to buy an after-market barrel than try and correct it. If you were fortunate enough to pick up a copy of Jim Kinnear's great new "Russian Armored Cars,
1930 to 2000" you would have the lovely new set of plans of the BA-6 in 1/35 scale on pages 124-125 to cite as references. Finding them, you will note that there
are three things which must be done to make a totally accurate model of the BA-6: Reset the rear axle pivot upward about 2mm to give the vehicle a "bad
attitude" rake to the front. Toko just slapped a four-wheel bogie on their GAZ-AA without resetting its geometry, so you have to fix that error. Add all of the hull
rivets. This will be problematic, as the rivets on the original are not large and this means very petite (translation - forget using Grandt Line or Microrod) rivets. I
don't fault Eastern Express on this the body is one of the nicer, more accurate eastern moldings and without Tamiya's level of technology you just can't get a
multipart mold to do this sort of thing. And it does beat having to put 8-10 pieces together to get a complete hull. Lastly, and most curiously, you need to come
up with another GAZ-AA or AAA spare wheel and tire. While the Soviets didn't use powered front axles, they did provide twin spares amidships for the vehicle
to receive some help in crossing ditches and berms to prevent "bellying in" and getting hung up. Someone at Eastern Express was asleep at the switch on this
one, as it prevents the model from being completed without it! (Were it not for this major goof, I would have rated the kit "Highly Recommended"!) Colors on
these vehicles were not really very imaginative. While a few were given nice camouflage schemes (as on the back cover of the book) most were either an ochre OD
color or a dark green color similar to FS34102. All came from the factory with black chassis and wheels, which was the standard Soviet Army wheeled vehicle
paint scheme. Two decal options are provided, one for the well-known Kiev Military District Wargames of 1939 and one from a vehicle in Spain during 1938.
Overall, this is a very nice kit and probably will be followed with BA-3 and BA-10 variants. I just hope someone remembers how to count to 12 next time.

Revell Porsche 911 GT1 Evo Kit Buildup: Final Comments 
by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy GTR Newsletter 
Several months ago I wrote a pre build preview of the GT1 Evo by Revell/Fujimi. Having finished the kit I thought I'd add some comments that weren't included
in my first piece. I did note the need to check for warped bodies, chassis and rear wing. The chassis in one of our review samples kits is warped so bad it is
unbuildable, even after receiving a replacement. So check those parts before you begin. The detailed suspension/drivetrain goes together well, mine sat pretty level
first try. However, I experienced problems getting the assembled engine and suspension to align correctly when joined to the chassis. I suggest attaching the
firewall (part H2) to the chassis pan first, or at least gluing the engine to the firewall as you are placing it on the chassis to make sure it lines up. But mine did
align with the body later. Another trick area is the front suspension, I think the tie rod is a hair too long and wouldn't let the front wheels point straight ahead, so
I left it off and glued everything in place, but the steering won't work. I completed kit #2549, the Champion Porsche/STP version from Daytona, 1998. So I used
the larger wing plates. And the wing struts on the real car were black, not white as per the instructions. There are lots of decals on the sheet, it took several nights
to put then all on. The quality of the Cartograph decals is great, but some people may think they are too flat (I didn't clear coat, just put a little wax over them).
The instructions indicate the placement alright but I found the sequence does matter! For example, on the rear deck lid make sure you put the yellow splash #23
on before the large STP decal, because it fits inside the curve of the splash. On the tail section put on #5 and #13 first, otherwise you may not leave enough room
for the #12 " Champion Porsche" lettering. I wound up with a few splashes left over but the colorful graphics do look striking. For some help on the decal
placement the April 1997 Racer magazine has photos of the car at Daytona. Note that some nose decals in the kit are missing in some photos but are seen in
others. Reading the text you note there was contact on the track and repairs were made, apparently the new nose didn't have all the decals!
Review - MT-LB by SKIF  
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: SKIF 1/35 Scale Kit No. 214; MT-LB; 229 parts (193 in medium green styrene, 30 in etched brass, 6 in black vinyl); price $22-30 
Advantages: First kit of this vehicle in styrene; breakdown of parts shows other versions coming; improvement on past SKIF kits. 
Disadvantages: Tracks are so-so and should be replaced at once; some detail parts skimpy. 
Rating: Recommended. 
Recommendation: for modern armor fans, "Third Worlders" and former Warsaw Pact Fans. 
The Soviets were believers in gold-plated weapons systems, and they had weapons systems for every climate and every situation. The MT-LB was designed as an
auxiliary armored personnel carrier for troops not needing either the combat firepower of an infantry fighting vehicle (BMP) or the high speed of a BTR-60PB.
Item 8, better known as the MT-LB (multipurpose tractor - lightly armored), was a product of Factory No. 75, better known as the Khar'kov Tractor Factory, in
the Ukraine. Based on the unarmored MT-L chassis, it was adopted for service in 1964 and entered combat service in 1965-66. For most of its service life the
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MT-LB was used in either other than combat arms formations (to the Soviets, only motorized rifle and tank are considered combat arms; all others are combat
support, to include engineer-sappers, NBC defense, reconnaissance, electronic warfare, antitank artillery, air defense artillery, and artillery in general). It was also
used in its MT-LBV version (V standing for broad tracks, where the stock 350mm tracks were replaced with 565mm ones) as the standard APC in motorized rifle
units above the Arctic circle. Other versions of the MT-LB included: the MTP-LB, a repair and recovery model;; MT-LB ambulance; MB-LB engineer-sapper
version; 9A34/9A35 "Strela-10" (SA-13 GOPHER) surface-to-air missile launcher; 9P149 "Shturm-S" (AT-6 SPIRAL) antitank guided missile launcher;
MT-LB/2B9 "Vasilyek" self-propelled 82mm mortar carrier; and the TT-LB SNAR-10 (BIG FRED) battlefield radar system. A rebuild version of the chassis was
used for the ZSU-23-4 and 2P25 (SA-6 GAINFUL) series vehicles; an extended version of the chassis with seven road wheels was used for the 122mm 2S1
"Gvozdika" SP howitzer, RKhM, a version rebuilt for chemical and radiological reconnaissance; and the MT-LBU command and control vehicle chassis, used for
over 20 other vehicles and systems. The number of MT-LB and MT-LBU related vehicles built is unknown, but over 8,000 examples of just the MT-LB were
reported to be in the Soviet Army at its breakup. It was also produced by Bulgaria and Poland. While the Russians nolonger produce the vehicle (it was only
built in Khar'kov) they are rebuilding and using the MT-LB in many of their current units today. This kit has been out for some time now, but I only recently
managed to pick it up. Having built several of the SKIF kits, they are at least evolving, and that's a good sign for everyone. SKIF has initially released the basic
troop carrier/gun tractor version of the vehicle, which is a good place to start. There is a "choice" panel in the roof of the main hull, and that would seem to
indicate that a "Strela-10" or SNAR-10 variant of the kit will follow in the next year or so. This kit is the best of the lot so far, as it is an improvement over the
2S1 and not a backward step like the unfortunate BTR-152 kit. Its worst problem is that its tracks are still its weak point, and have been the weak point in all of
the SKIF kits thus far (surprisingly, the tires made of the same vinyl were the best part of the BTR kit). I suggest that modelers replace them at once either the
cheap way, by picking up a Shanghai Dragon ZSU-23-4 which uses the identical tracks to a MT-LB, or a set of Model Kasten or Fruili ZSU/MT-LB/2S1 tracks.
I note that these tracks are stiffer than the 2S1 tracks, but to avoid the misery of how to connect and mount them, it's simpler to replace them. All that being said,
the kit itself is rather pleasant, with pretty good fit and a complete basic interior less the YaMZ-238 engine which powered the original. Ejection pin marks are
plentiful, but most stand proud and are pretty easy to eliminate without much fuss. A 30-part two-fret set of etched brass comes in the kit, and covers most of the
fine details which more advanced modelers would replace anyway, so it comes pre-upgraded, so to speak. All of the access hatches less the engine are optional
choice, which will give diorama builders and detailers a wide range of options for adding figures or "bits" to the model. Markings are provided for what appears to
be one Soviet vehicle, one Czechoslovakian vehicle, one Polish vehicle, and perhaps two Ukrainian ones (white or black Trident of Volodomyr). The paint job is
exotic, but many of the Russian and other republics are now painting their vehicles in experimental schemes, so they are becoming more colorful. However, as
with past SKIF kits, they do not say where or by whom the scheme is used! Overall this is a nice kit, and were it not for the tracks, I would have rated it a notch
higher.

Condor 1/72 Fw 189 Quick Look 
By: Jim Barr, courtesy RMS 
Picked up the Condor 1/72 Fw 189A-1 today and this is an "in box" quick look. Very nice recessed panel lines along with some recessed rivet detail. Nice
looking fabric effect on the control surfaces. Pretty nice interior, some side wall detail, quilted pad for the rear gunner position, and a small instrument panel and
overhead console with raised relief, ( the instrument panel needs the PE treatment). Very petite MG's with separate ammo drums and shell casing chute, (only one
drum per gun, would have been nice if they included some spares). Each landing gear comes in four pieces counting the separate mudguard. While the gear doors
have inside detail, there is no detail in the wheel wells, and the tires are split in half with no locating pins. The propellers have individual blades. The clear glass
looks good, and the decal sheet gives two aircraft, one is a weathered winter scheme based in Finland, the other has a wave mirror scheme and is printed in color
on the back of the box but no info on where it was based. All and all a big improvement over the Airfix offering.
Revell Germany 2001 Releases: 
Planes 1: 32 
Fieseler Fi 156 C 'Storch' 
Focke Wulf Fw 190 F-8 
Supermarine Spitfire Mk. I/II 
1: 48: 
Dornier Do 217 E-5 
F-86 D Dog Sabre 
Junkers Ju 87 B-2 'Stuka'  
Junkers Ju 88 C-6 'Nightfighter'  
Lockheed F-22 Raptor 
Vought A-7 E Corsair II 
Ju 52 3m Zivil Airliner 
1: 72: 
F4U-5 Corsair 
Junkers Ju 87 B2/R2 'Stuka'  
Lockheed P2V-7 'Neptune'  
Mosquito B Mk.IV 
BAe Hawk T Mk.1 "Red Arrows" 
Boeing X-32A JSF 
Eurofighter Typhoon 
F-15 E Strike Eagle 
Lockheed Martin X-35 A JSF 
Suchoj S-37 Berkut 
1: 100: 
Eurofighter Typhoon 
F-14 Tomcat  
Tornado IDS  
1: 144: 
BAe 146 ST 'Military' 
Hawker Hunter FGA.9 
Suchoj S-37 Berkut

Helicopters 1: 144: 
Chinook HC 1'Royal Air Force' (1:144) 
1: 32: 
Eurocopter EC-135'Heer'  
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EC-135'HeliCops' 
1: 48: 
RAH.66 Commanche US Army 
1: 72: 
RAH-66 Comanche 
Sikorsky CH-54 A Skycrane 
Westland Sea King'Royal Navy' HAS Mk.6 
EH. 101 Merlin Mk.3'Royal Air Force'

Military Vehicles: 
1:35: 
Demag 1t Zgkw D7 (Sd.Kfz.10) 
GAZ-66 Lastkraftwagen'NVA' 
MAN 5t milgl 4x4'BW &'UN' 
MAN 7t milgl 6x6'BW' &'UN' 
Sd.Kfz. 250/3 "Greif" 
Ural 4320 "NVA" 
1:72 
8t Halbkettenfahrzeug m. 37 mm Gun 
Cromwell Mk.IV 
Crusader Mk.III 
PzKpfw III (Sd.Kfz. 141/2) Ausf.M 
PzKpfw IV (Sk.Kfz. 161/2) Ausf.J 
Sd.Kfz. 7/1 
M2A2 Bradley 
Panzerhaubitze PzH 2000 
Britische Infanterie WWII 
Deutsche Eingreiftruppe SFOR/KFOR

Ships: 
Deutsches Torpedoboot S100 (1/72) 
5052 Russian Oscar class submarine "Kursk"(1:700) 
Submarine USS Skipjack SSN-58 (1:232) 
U.S.S. Wasp Class (1:700)

Cars: 
Ferrari 360 Modena (1:24) 
Ferrari 360 Modena Spider (1:24) 
Ferrari F40 (1:24) 
Ferrari F50 Coup, (1:24) 
Ferrari Mythos (1:24) 
BMW Williams FW 23 (1:24) 
Corvette C5-R (1:25) 
Ferrari 126 C2 (1:12) 
Ferrari 641 (1990) (1:24) 
Ferrari F1 2000 (1:24) 
Ford Focus WRC McRae/Sainz (1:24) 
Jordan-Mugen-Honda EJ 10 (1:24)

Trucks: 
DAF 95 XF (1:24) 
Curtainside-Trailer'Schmitz'(1:24) 
MAN Truck & Tank Trailer (1:24) 
Ferrari Formula 1 Iveco Truck & Trailer (1:24)

Specials: 
Gift Set "Pearl Harbor" (Arizona, Zero, Kate; no scale given) 
For more details (in German) see http://www.revell.de/katalog/index_a.html

Fruilmodellisimo Tank Track Links Tip 
By William Grange, courtesy RMS

I've had all kinds of problems with the supplied thin wire that comes with Fruil tank tracks. The wire bends, when sliding wire through missing the links, there
has got to be a better way. I came up this idea,from assembly of the 1/16 Tiger II treads... pins! Off I went to a sewing / fabric store, Hancock Fabrics ( a chain
store I believe ) and found some pins that work perfect. They are called "Pleating Pins ...size #16, I took a sample to measure of the track. I got home and have
more than doubled My output, they fit all the links when lined up, making the job a whole lot easier. The pins are long enough 1/4" extra to trim off, then super
glue, on to the next links. Hope this helps Someone.

return to top of this page 
return to newsletter index
page created April 7, 2001

page copyright 2001 QCSMS
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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society' s Newsletter for May 2001

Minutes of the Meeting: 
Well, spring is in the air. All the signs are there. The leaves have turned green, the lawn is competing with the modeling bench for time, soccer
season has started, the sandbag barriers are up and te river is in full flood and the Mallards are playing in the Colonial Cup championships.
Steve brought copies of the photos he shot at the show. We really had a lot of stuff on the tables, it's a wonder they held with the weight of all
that plastic. We discussed the donations to Crimestoppers and the Ben Butterworth Foundation. We voted to donate $25 to Crimestoppers in the
Quad Cities Cruisers name and $50 to the Ben Butterworth foundation, the folks that own the Deere-Wiman carriage house were we meet. We
have something like $1461.00 in the bank, so we should be able to afford it. We discussed some ideas for upcoming meetings, I will talk to Greg
Vanwyngarden about speaking and Shawn Drovesky, a former member who has returned to the fold, volunteered to speak about resin casting.
We will lock our schedule in at the next meeting. The June meeting is the annual barbecue and this year it will be held in Alpha Randy's world
famous basement. After the usual general discussion, minute examination of the stuff that everyone drug to the meeting and learned discussion
of foreign relations ("ah screw it, if they don't give us the plane back, we should send them boatloads of Combat model vacuforms") we started
with this months club project, the photo shoot. Bob Horton brought his camera and took pictures, they should be ready at the next meeting.
Well, that's about it. It always amazes me that we can talks so long but have so few minutes. Since I have to type them, maybe this is a good
thing.

The Dates:

May 12th: Chapter meeting.

May 19 IPMS/Mad City Modelers Contest Verona Middle School, Verona WI (Madison area) 
Contact Jim Turek 608 329-7222, jamesturek@earthlink.net

June 9th: Chapter meeting. Barbecue at Randy's house in Alpha, Illinois.

July 4-7: 2001 IPMS/USA National Convention in Chicago "A Modeler's Odyssey". 
Hosted by IPMS Lakes Region Scale Modelers and IPMS Will-Cook chapters 2001 
Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont IL 
For details see www.geocities.com/ipmsusa2001

July 14th: Chapter meeting.

August 12 NIMO 8 Northern IL Modeler's Open hosted by C.A.R.S. in Miniature. 
McHenry County College Crystal Lake, IL. 
Contact Steve Jahnke 815-516-8551, 
http://cobraduece.com/nimo.com

Nov 10 19th Annual Contest & Swap hosted by IPMS/Butch O'Hare, Darien, IL. Watch for details.

March 30 2002: The 7th Annual Quad Cities Scale Model Show. National Guard Armory, Milan, Il.

Kit Review: Audi TT Roadster Metal Body kit by Maisto 
Kit : 2000 Audi TT Roadster 
Manufacturer: Maisto 
Kit Number: 39978 
Scale: 1/25 
by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy IPMS GTR newsletter 
At last year's Chicago Hobby Show, Maisto had a large display of their prepainted metal body kits. Formerly Testors marketed some of these
disassembled diecasts, apparently Maisto decided to cut out the middle man and do it themselves. These are now appearing on store shelves.
Lots of modelers don't like the diecast aspect of the hobby for many reasons. I certainly prefer working in plastic and doing my own painting, but
sometimes a subject I am interested in isn't available in plastic, which is the case with this Audi TT roadster, or if I just want a finished version
on my shelf more quickly than I will be able to build one (like the upcoming VW bus, or the New Beetle a couple years ago). Since Audi is
owned by VW, this will serve as this months VW reference. Enough about me, on to the kit. Bburago's 1/24 diecasts are toward the lower end of
the market, better than the cheapest unknown brands but not in the class of Franklin or Danbury. They cost a lot less, so you get what you pay
for. Having said that, some of these build up into nice shelf models. This TT is not bad, the body looks a bit on the chunky side from certain
angles. The body comes prepainted, mine is a smoke black metallic, nice finish and no noticeable mold lines. Paint the side turn signals clear
orange and you are done. The headlights are clear plastic, the grille a plastic insert but the tail lights are just red paint, not very realistic. The
wipers are molded in the plastic windshield, not my favorite way to do it. The door panel inserts are painted clear plastic, to include the vent
windows but they don't fit against the windshield frame. The driver will get pretty wet in the rain! The convertible boot is plastic and snaps in.
The doors open (not smoothly) as does the trunk, but not the hood so this is a curbside. The interior came in black plastic with some red accents
and red seats. This is an option on the real thing, but I couldn't find references so I airbrushed the whole interior gray, with a black dash and
picked out the aluminum accents and was satisfied with the results. These latest Maisto kits include several sets of wheels, this one has two sets
of the standard Audi wheels, one set brightly plated and another in silver plastic to represent aluminum. I swapped out a set of custom wheels
from a New Beetle kit, they looked better. This kit build up into an acceptable shelf model, the finish was good for a low end diecast (retails
about $13)
Drum roll please!!!!! 
Hello Guyzz, It is with GREAT PLEASURE that I announce that IPMS/Lakes Region Scale Modelers and IPMS/Will-Cook have been awarded
the "Gil Godfrey Memorial Chapter of the Year Award" for 2000-2001. Both are very well deserving of this honor! In ADDITION, I would like to
congratulated, Joseph Schock, IPMS/Lakes Region Scale Modelers President on being awarded the Region 5 Member of the Year Award. Both
Awards were presented at the respective meetings last night and a great time was had by all. Please support IPMS with your membership and
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please remind your members to re-up now to beat the July 10th increase!!! Thank you all and talk to you soon!

Jack Bruno 
IPMS 25313 
Region 5 Coordinator

Some Interesting Tidbits: 
IPMS Will-Cook has a web site: http://www.geocities.com/ipmswillcook/ . Drop by and take a look, Mike may even link our web sites. Are we high
tech or what!

EF-3C? 
Reprinted from the English-language Taiwan Daily Gazette by staff writer Wun Wing Lo: In a heroic dogfight fought over international waters off
the mainland China coast, an American-built EP-3 observation aircraft based on the 60's-era Lockheed Electra propeller airliner with 24 US
Navy passenger/observers aboard chewed up one of China's best state-of-the-art supersonic fighter aircraft. The Americans, utilizing the
infrequently seen combat tactic of straight and level flight, often accomplished by relying solely on autopilot, engaged the unfortunate single
seat combat jet and knocked it out of the air using only one of the EP-3's four formidable rotating air mass propellers. After the action the crew
and passenger/observers dropped in to the Chinese resort of Hainan for well-deserved R&R as guests of the Chinese government.

But wait! Even More from our Region V Fearless Leader on the 2001 Nationals: The Hyatt is now sold out! This is the overflow Hotel: HOLIDAY
INN, ROSEMONT (O'Hare). The Holiday Inn O'Hare is within easy walking distance to the Hyatt (less than 1/2 block away), they offer free shuttle
service to and from O'Hare, plenty of on site parking. The Inn offers 507 guest rooms with all the amenities and recreational facilities that is
offered at our convention hotel. Reservations should be made direct to the Holiday Inn at 847-671-6350 or 1-888-642-7344. The convention
room rates will be $150.00 per night from the 1st of July through the 7th of July for single/double occupancy. Make sure to mention your making
reservations with the International Plastic Modelers Society group for the convention rates. All hotels in the area are mostly booked for that week
so make your reservations as soon as possible. Jack Bruno, Co-Chair

A brief show report from AMPS: 
From our Canadian Correspondent, Ben Cliche 
The show was great! First off, the weather was perfect! Nice blue skies and sunshine with the temperature in the low 70s. That's including the
whole drive down and back up! We broke all the previous records I think. I'm not sure about entrants, but attendance was booming! There were
nearly 600 model entered, very nice quality across the board. Sadly, there weren't many in the Special Theme, as usual. But the winner was
very nice, depicting a Canadian up-armoured 113 in Bosnia with a bunch of riders on it. The seminars were great. And packed! I had 74 guys in
to see Steve Zaloga, the place was bursting at the seams! I was very flattered to hear Steve tell a bunch of guys that he's using a trick I gave him
(before the seminar, but still!). The annual meeting was very sedate, as opposed to what it's usually like! The theme for next year is 'Desert
Warfare', a nice broad subject. But as someone pointed out, we should really do the Korean War and soon, or it'll totally be the forgotten war. Of
course the Kraut Krowd doesn't find much to model in that one, so.... Finally, the vendor's room was beyond belief, as usual. Ken Jones, the
editor of Military Modeling, received a 'Founding Father' award.

And Finally, the thing you have all been waiting for, The Region V Report!: Hi Guyzz, Listed today is another new show, this one by IPMS/
GLUE BROTHERS from Des Moines, Iowa!!! Please check the DATES for the details, most of which will come later! I'm glad to hear that the
SURGEONS had had great Show again! Maybe next year I can do a road trip out your way, Greg!!! AWWWWW, we would get arrested!!
IPMS/Will-Cook will also be announcing a date after the Convention. Look for a spring "Show." All quiet on the IPMS front! This is an election
year, so I'd like to remind you to please VOTE when your JOURNAL comes with the ballot. We will also be voting to update the IPMS/USA
Constitution. We need your support this time to update the Society from the DARK AGES!!! Thanks for your help with this! There's a lot of new
kits out this spring and my eyes are bigger than my wallet. Support your local Hobby Shop with you business!!! And if support IPMS/USA, thank
them!!! IPMS needs your membership!!! Personal memberships have been dragging and if this Society does not increase .......it will blow
away!!! Please encourage all your Chapter members to join IPMS. For more details I suggest you attend the IPMS Business Meeting being held
at the National Convention at 10am Saturday morning. Bids for the 2003 National Convention will follow that meeting. These people put their
heart and soul into bid preparation, please watch, listen and learn about what it's like to prepare for one of these! I know of three bids that are
being presented, one from Region 5!!! "Good Luck" to all three and my personal THANK YOU to them for coming forward to present!!! Well, this
is May..............and next year is the Region 5 Convention, hosted by IPMS/Gateway. Hopefully, flyers will be at the National Convention! I'm
getting excited about this Regional already! It's going to be great attending a few shows again and MAYBE even building a model in less than
a year! My McLaren is staring at me and whispers "build meeeeee" in the night! AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!!! Next April 1, is the deadline to
bid on the 2003 Regional! If you need help or requirements, PLEASE ASK!!!! Nominations for "The Gil Godfrey Chapter of the Year Award"
and "Region 5 Member of the Year Award" are also due by April 1, 2002. Although both Awards this year were truly deserving, it was a very poor
showing for a Region with 34 Chapters. If you would like information on how to submit your nominations........contact me! I'd like to THANK
everyone from Region 5 for the outstanding support they have given us for the National Convention. Almost every Chapter is represented with
an Awards Package and volunteers have come forward to lend a hand if needed. The Hotel has SOLD OUT and we had to negotiate an
overflow hotel across the street. This Convention has already surpassed the Room Night record set by Columbus. Our "$25 No Limit" on model
entries will set a record for models entered! We had to contract another 30 tables in the Contest Room. We are also at the 300+ mark for Vendor
tables, with another 80 to go! If you know of any vendor that wants to come........send them my way! PLEASE pre-register to lighten the load at
the Registration desks. Thanks, and talk to you soon!!!! LOVE YOU, MISS YOU..........da pain, da pain! Jackenstein

>A little something for the figure modelers: 
>Review - Archer Fine Transfers US Uniform Patches 
>By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Accessory Review: Archer Fine Transfers 1/35 Scale US Army Uniform Patches Set FG35024, 
9th and 38th Infantry Divisions and 82nd Airborne Division (96 subjects); price $13.95 
Set FG35030, 3rd and 17th Infantry Divisions, 13th, 17th, 101st Airborne Divisions (120 
subjects), price $13.95 
Advantages: Two of the most popular US divisions now in 1/35 scale patches 
Disadvantages: Need a magnifying glass to appreciate the artwork! (Not necessarily a bad thing) 
Rating: Highly Recommended 
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Recommendation: For all 1/35 and 54mm figure modelers and dioramists

Woody Vondracek has continued to produce the most excellent and useful dry transfers going today. He now has an entire line of US and British
shoulder patches and rank insignia, and which seems to grow monthly. These two review sets are typical of his new line, which Woody noted at
AMPS 2001 now use a new "high tack" adhesive so only light pressure is needed to fix them in place, rather than firm rubbing with a #2 pencil,
which was the method he recommended last year. The reason for the breakout is that Woody tries to group subjects by color; the more colors
that he has to use on a sheet, the more expensive it becomes. The first sheet uses red, white, blue and olive drab; the second sheet uses black,
white, yellow , blue and olive drab. Each sheet is on register and all details can be seen with the aid of a magnifying class. Note that "Ralph the
Puking Buzzard" (the 101's Eagle head) is the WWII version, and while he doesn't have a red tongue there IS a limit to how fine you can get
(plus adding a sixth color would probably have made the sheet cost $16.95). These dry transfers have made modeling US and British figures so
much easier that many modelers now seem far more willing to include figures with their models, which is a really nice touch. Now all I have to
do is finish a model so I can put these nice markings to use! Thanks to Woody for the review samples.

Book Review - US Army Aviation Color Schemes and Markings 1942 to the Present 
Author: Lennart Lundh 
Publisher: Schiffer Publishing Ltd, 4880 Lower Valley Road, Atglen, PA 19310 
Phone: (610)593-1777 
Date published: late 2000 
Hardcover, 208 pages 
Size: 8.5 X 11 
ISBN:0-7643-1180-8 
Price: $49.95 
Reviewed by John Hairell

With nearly 60 years of history behind it, the present U.S. Army aviation arm remains little documented or heralded, largely ignored by the
general public and historians alike. Army aviation has always seemed to be the unacknowledged stepchild fighting for recognition amongst its
better-known (and more publicity-conscious) siblings, the USAF and Navy. Studies or scholarly works that cover the entire complex history of the
free world's largest "air force" can be counted on just a few fingers. Despite the emergence of the helicopter and Army aviation as potent
fighting forces in Vietnam, only relatively recently have historians started to undertake research on the vast range of aircraft and activities that
have made Army aviation what it is today. Topics which have been covered ad nauseam for other air arms are just now starting to be researched
for Army aviation. One such field of study is that of aircraft markings, official and unofficial. Generally known for its drab aircraft, the Army
actually has had many colorful aircraft and paint schemes and the Vietnam War especially resulted in many visually striking and sometimes
outlandish markings. Lennart Lundh's book is the result of several years of research. It is the first lengthy study of a complex and somewhat
arcane subject - the range of paint schemes and markings applied to US Army aircraft from WWII into recent times. It not only goes into depth
about the subject but serves as a visual guide to the growth of Army aviation from the Piper L-4 to the AH-64 Apache, with all sorts of strange
and wondrous flying machines in between. It is a daunting subject. The modern U.S. Army air arm traces its decent not from the Army Air
Corps/Army Air Forces (later spun off into the USAF) but from the observation/liaison units which supported tactical ground formations in WWII.
The photos are the best part of this book. It must set some sort of record - in a total 207 pages it has 526 photos, 390 of them in color. It also has
65 or so aircraft diagrams, plus many tables. All in all there are over 600 graphics of one type or another in this book, and they are only 10% of
what the author went through in his research. The text consists mostly of excerpts of military technical documentation and explanatory sections
by the author and as such probably will be more of interest to specialists than to the general public. For those looking for interesting
photographs this book will keep even the most casual browser busy. Mr. Lundh starts his study from the "birthday" of Army aviation, 1942, when
organic aviation assets were first assigned to field artillery formations. With pertinent and abundant excerpts from applicable documentation and
with a huge number of photographs and diagrams, the entire range of authorized (and some unauthorized) paint schemes and markings is
explained, down to the last few years. 

Chapter 1 covers external paint schemes from 1942 onwards. Coverage starts in the late WWII years, including camouflage, natural metal, and
Arctic schemes for both fixed-wing and rotary-winged aircraft. Multiple changes in the official marking standards from the end of WWII and
onwards are described and illustrated up to the recent present. Abundant photographs illustrate common and less common aircraft, test
schemes, high-visibility markings, fluorescent paints, rotor blade and propeller markings, landing gear, anti-glare panels, landing gear and
wheels, antennas and radomes, medevac, crash-rescue, and VIP schemes. Also covered are survey aircraft, aircraft borrowed from other services,
confiscated civilian aircraft, and non-standard paint schemes. The Army has flown an amazing number of different aircraft. In the first chapter
alone, readers may be surprised to see in Army service a Navy-blue Kaman HOK-1 and an F-10B, an all-metal T-37, an all-white prototype
CH-46 (YCH-1A), a Fiat G-91 in Italian camouflage, a gray T-28, an ex-Navy U-1 in its original orange/white/natural metal scheme, an ex-Navy
EP-2E used for signals intelligence work in Vietnam, an all-white OV-10, and post-war C-7s in Vietnam-era USAF camouflage, amongst many
other things.

Chapter 2 covers interior paint schemes. Again with abundant photographs and text from various technical documents, the interior paint
schemes of various aircraft are described, ranging from the interior grays of WWII to the present use of black interiors for night operations and
night vision goggle use. 

Chapter 3 covers markings and insignia for both exteriors and interiors. The "stars-and-bars", radio call sign markings, rotor blade and propeller
markings, warning labels, medical and organizational insignia, emergency markings, fuel tanks, and training schemes are all shown in detail.

Chapter 4 covers non-standard colors and markings. This includes official and unofficial non-standard schemes. Illustrated are VIP aircraft paint
schemes, unit-level camouflage as applied in SEA, post-Vietnam use of tactical vehicle camouflage paints, special operations aircraft,
medevac and crash-rescue schemes, wargame markings, opposing forces aircraft, test and drone aircraft, camera ships, foreign aircraft in Army
use, DMZ stripes, and unit insignia. 

Chapter 5 covers demonstration teams. Shown are aircraft (OH-13s, H-19s) from the "square-dancing" teams of the 1950s, OH-6s of the later
Silver Eagles, fixed-wing aircraft which were used by the Golden Knights parachute team, and various demo and parachute team support
aircraft. The 1973 paint specifications for the Silver Eagles aircraft are reproduced. Of particular interest in this chapter are the square-dancing
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team aircraft with their outlandish and funny paint schemes, such an H-19 with an orange fuselage, a blue boom, a pink cowl, and a large face
painted on the nose. 

Chapter 6 covers nose art. Examples of this form of self-expression common to so many combat aircraft range from 1943 onwards. The largest
part of this chapter shows many examples from Vietnam. Some post-Vietnam examples include temporary chalked-on markings.

Chapter 7 covers the painting and marking of weapons systems. Illustrated are a variety of test and standard weapons systems.

Chapter 8 covers manufacturer paint specifications and documents for Army aircraft such as paintshop drawings. Examples of several different
aircraft are shown, including the Aeronca L-5B, the DeHavilland CV-2A, the Sikorsky H-34, the Shorts C-23B, and the Fokker C-31.

Chapter 9 covers paint corrections or errors in specifications. Examples of four different official memos are given which serve to clarify or to
amend standard paint specifications. 

Appendix A lists the source documentation for the book.

Appendix B lists all of the official colors, color names, color numbers, and specification numbers for Army aviation markings from 1942 onwards.
There are also FS595, ANA, and "old ANA" cross-references, although it is well known that the cross-matches on many of the colors are only
approximate. 

Appendix C lists the approved state abbreviations for use on National Guard aircraft. Shown are photos of various NG markings and symbols.

The only flaws I saw in an otherwise fine effort were a few minor photograph captioning errors and the lack of an index. The author has
subsequently made an index available via e-mail (contact NOSEARTBOOK@AOL.COM). As a source contributor to this work I am of course a
bit prejudiced, but regardless I feel that all in all this is a valuable work and will probably stand as the standard reference on the subject for
years to come. This work and Ralph Young's yet-to-be completed series on the history of Army aviation in Vietnam are indeed welcome and are
long overdue. The book is available directly from Schiffer (www.schifferbooks.com), through the larger on-line book retailers such as Amazon or
Barnes and Nobles, and through your local bookstore.

Review - Italeri LVT-4 Water Buffalo (somewhat late) 
By Cokie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: Italeri 1/35 Scale Kit No. 379; LVT-4 Water Buffalo; 135 parts (129 in olive drab 
styrene, 4 in metallic grey vinyl, 2 sections of silver nylon string); price between $23-30 
Advantages: first kit of this vehicle in this scale; very nicely done tracks; well done details on 
sponsons. 
Disadvantages: as it comes, will only build into a post-war Italian version; only option is late-war fully armored cab; some shortcuts in production.
Rating: Highly Recommended

Recommendation: for all "alligators" and US WWII fans, as well as post-war users. This kit has been out for some time, and is just coming into
widespread availability in the US. I've seen several reviews ranging from the "second coming" to "dog of the year" ratings, but thought I would
wait to see the kit in person before making any comments. On a pretty thorough examination and comparison with the vehicle le's operating
manual, the answer is pretty much what you'd expect: "C - None of the above." The model is a long-awaited one in many areas, as the only kit
available in this scale up to this time has been the ancient and awful Nitto/Blue Tank LVT-(A)4 version of the FMC designed amphibian family.
(Note: based on some misconceptions seen on the Internet, the LVT-(A)1, LVT-2, LVT-(A)2, LVT-4, LVT-(A)4 and LVT-(A)5 are all built by the
Food Machinery Corporation and are of one family; the LVT-3 and LVT-3C are from Borg-Warner, and share nothing but the basic concept with
the FMC vehicles.) The vehicle went into production in 1943 and by the end of the war over 8,300 of the 4 model had been built. They were
used by the US Army and the Commonwealth in Europe and the US Army and USMC in the Pacific. Postwar the vehicles were provided to a
number of countries under MAP including Italy and France; the latter used them in Indochina during its war with the Viet Minh. The model is
nicely done as far as it goes, but a few corners were nicked here and there. It is a late model armored cab version with staggered hatches and a
bow .30 caliber machine gun, and direct vision blocks in place of armored flaps. The hatches are molded in place. (Note: the photos on page
270 of the Hunnicutt "Stuart" book are of the armored cab for an LVT-(A)2, not an (A)4; they are provided to show the gun mount and rearward
mounted hatch.)Also, modelers who want to add details need to be aware that the front "bumper" is a section of pipe welded in place; the
model shows it as solid which it is not (i.e. drill out the ends for some depth.) The interior of the kit has come into some criticism and caused
some confusion. It comes with a non-skid main floor and two fold-down troop seats/platforms on either side of the rear of the hull. After checking
as many references as possible, it appears both of these are postwar Italian modifications provided during rebuilding. US WWII models had a
"non-skid" paint applied over smooth steel plates from photographic evidence. There is no evidence that I have found for the two platforms.
There are two flip-up platforms for the forward machine gunners, and these come with the kit, albeit molded in the "down" position. I am curious
as to how the rear gunners were expected to operate the .30 caliber "beam" guns as they are over the heads of most people. One photo I found
did show what appears to be a bracket for a clip-on platform about 18 inches wide and in line with the gun mounts. This would appear to be a
field modification, as it is not listed in the overall parts for the basic vehicle. One could reasonably expect some sort of platforms to be provided
if the vehicle was based on the LVT-2. The LVT-2 had a duckboard/grille arrangement for the troops to stand on, but that was more from the
aspect of getting them high enough in the cargo compartment to be able to jump over the side for egress. With the drop ramp, that was no
longer necessary, and keeping below the level of the sides at least gives some protection from shell fragments. With other nations, such as the
UK, vehicles from 79th Armoured Division show that a ramp of some sort appears to have been provided for personnel to stand on at the front of
the cargo compartment, and also the odd angles of jeeps and other vehicles being carried being "tail high" when the floor of the cargo
compartment slants the other direction (they should be "nose high"). Another area of complaint appears to be the tracks. Based on all of the
photos of the vehicle, the tracks appear to be very nicely done, and much more flexible than some of the previous Italeri offerings.(Italeri, like
Tamiya, gets caught in the "damned if you, damned if you don't" conflict. Either they provide accurate tracks which cannot be bent to fit a
model, or ones so flimsy they don't look right when installed. Modelers carp both ways, so it's hard to pick the middle ground.) However, they
don't engage the teeth on the drive sprockets very well, and this will cause some problems. One suggestion would be to simply measure where
the tracks touch the drivers and idlers (they're basically identical in design) and then shave off the teeth to get a smooth fit. The teeth can't be
seen due to the design of the tracks anyway, so this should fix the problem. Outside on the sponsons, the one drain hole found on most WWII US
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vehicles has been covered with what appears to be a hinged flap; this is presumably another postwar Italian addition. Later versions appear to
share twin drain slots with the LVT-(A)4 series of vehicles. Four machine guns with mounts are included, but most modelers will probably want to
either replace or detail them as they are somewhat sparely done. The .30 caliber guns are molded to their mounts. The ramp appears fine as is.
Modelers get two choices as to what to do with the open option for the ramp: use the nylon string to represent steel cable, or cement two plastic
braces (parts 72B) in place to fix it in the "down" position. While these are very thin, they still are not cable, and the string option will look better.
Decals are included for a very sparsely marked USMC version in 1944; a French "Alligator" from 1956; and an Italian one from 1957. Therefore,
if you wish to build this as a WWII US AMTRAC it needs at least the following modifications: (a) remove the seats and mounts and fill in the
holes where they were to mount; (b) sand the floor smooth (leaving all the panels and drain grates in place; and (c) add one or two drain slots to
the sides of the hull pontoons. Oh -- and for those that figure they can simply swap some parts from this kit with the Nitto/Blue Tank LVT-(A)4,
dream on. If you want an (A)4 or (A)5, better to get a Tamiya M8 HMC for its turret and details and scratchbuild the upper works for the (A) than
waste the time trying to save a lost cause. 

Food for Thought:

Here are some ideas for topics for future meetings. Let me know what you think and we will talk abut then at the next meeting. General overview
of Armor building (Good Kits, Bad Kits, The Basics of armor building) Effective natural metal finishes Car Detailing (i.e. Engine wiring and
detailing, interior detailing, exterior detailing) Using a Dremel tool Building Vacuform models. Rigging WWI aircraft Alps decal printing Scribing
Zimmerit application Washes and other weathering techniques Care and feeding of the double-action spray-brush Using PE parts

return to top of this page  
return to newsletter index 

return to main page
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June 2001

Minutes of the Meeting: 
We had a good turn out at the meeting, especially considering it was a summer meeting. The next meeting is the annual June barbecue and
bull session. This years event will be at Randy Kidd's house in Alpha Illinois. The directions and what not will be covered in detail somewhere
in the newsletter. Since we never know what this thing will look like when we type it, your guess is as good as ours. But keep reading, you'll
eventually find it. We talked about meeting topics for future meetings. Here is the breakdown. 
Glen: Armor building. 
Bob Horton: Rigging WWI airplanes 
Mayor Daley: Rigging Chicago elections 
Nice shot!: Bring your favorite photos or slides. 
What If: Back by popular demand. We are going to do this again. In order to really get some good stuff, I recommend that you all stop taking
your meds before you start building them. That should get the old creative juices flowing. 
Shawn Drovesky did a great presentation at the meeting on resin casting, I tried to take notes and will type them up. Once again, somewhere in
the newsletter. You'll eventually find them I'm sure. That was pretty much it. Most of the meeting was the usual intellectually stimulating
conversation and learned discourse and matters of national importance. If you believe that, I've got some great land to sell you in a 100 year
flood plain in downtown Quad-Cities. The Nationals are just one month or so away. Here is the new website for all that up to date information:
http://nahobbies.com/ipms2001/index.htm

The Dates: 
June 9th: Chapter meeting. Barbecue at Randy Kidd's house in Alpha, Illinois. 
July 4-7: 2001 IPMS/USA National Convention in Chicago "A Modeler's Odyssey". Hosted by IPMS Lakes Region Scale Modelers and IPMS
Will-Cook chapters 2001 Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont IL For details see www.geocities.com/ipmsusa2001 
July 14th: Chapter meeting. Rest and Recovery from the nationals. 
August 11: Chapter meeting 
August 12 NIMO 8 Northern IL Modeler's Open hosted by C.A.R.S. in Miniature. McHenry County College Crystal Lake, IL. Contact Steve Jahnke
815-516-8551, http://cobraduece.com/nimo.com 
September 8: Chapter meeting. 
October 13: Chapter meeting. 
November 10th: Chapter meeting. Road trip to Butch O'Hare? 
Nov 10: 19th Annual Contest & Swap hosted by IPMS/Butch O'Hare, Darien, IL. Watch for details. 
December 8: Chapter meeting and annual Christmas party. 2nd Annual "What if" contest. 
January 12: Chapter meeting. 
February 9: Chapter meeting. 
March 9: Chapter meeting 
March 30 2002: The 7th Annual Quad Cities Scale Model Show. National Guard Armory, Milan, Il.

ALPHA STRIKE 2001 
Join us at Randy Kidd's house for this years club barbecue. Bring a covered dish and a dessert. If you have esoteric tastes in liquid refreshments,
feel free to bring them, but otherwise, there will be sodas available. Randy's house is easy to find. The hard part is finding Alpha. I'm not saying
it's a small town, being from Port Byron, I consider myself a connoisseur of small towns, but the "entering" and "leaving" signs in Alpha are both
on the same post. Anyway, here are the directions. Take I-74 east towards Peoria. Take the Alpha/Woodhull exit towards Alpha. At the "T"
intersection, turn right on HWY 150 to Alpha. Turn left on "West C" street in Alpha. Randy's house is a light colored old church on the right side
of the road. The house number is 205 C street. The telephone number is 629-2006. If you knock on the door and Randy answers, it's the right
place. 

Resin Casting with Shawn: 
Shawn gave a demonstration of casting simple one shot molds. This is a great way to make small detailing parts. He used Super Sculpy 3 for
the molds. They won't dry out unless you put them in an oven. They also make good sandbags if you bake them. The open face mold was
made for a bolt for a sci-fi tank Shawn is building. He made a master and punched it into the Sculpy to make the mold. You can use any two
part polymer resin to cast with. Shawn uses Pour A Cast from Dick Blick's art supply store. He bought it about four years ago and it's still good. He
uses a 50/50 mix, once you mix them a chemical reaction starts. Once it's mixed you pour it into the mold. Shawn uses a needle tool to poke
the resin to help get the bubbles out. If you don't get the bubble out you may loose some of the corners. The resin turns creamy white when it's
cured. It doesn't take long to cure, it's usually done in about 15-20 minutes although the parts are best sanded after about 1 hour of curing. You
can slow down the curing time by placing the part in the refrigerator. Cough medicine cups are really good for using as a mixing bowl for mixing
the polymer. Once it cure sit will pop right out of the mixing cup. Clean up is easy, a degreasing dish soap will clean up the casting when done.
Don't pour from the sides of the mixing cup using a spatula, that attracts the bubbles that form on the side of the cup and gets them into the
mold. Be careful with heat around the resin, it helps speed up the curing process, which may not be a good thing if the resin hasn't had time to
get into all parts of the mold before its starts to cure. Shane said that the longest part of this process for him is the time it takes to make the
master for the mold. 

A Communique from Comrade Tom Meyer: 
China Blames U. S. for Second Midair Collision 
BEIJING (Reuters) - Chinese officials have stated that they are holding the United States, "fully responsible" for today's midair collision,
involving several Chinese aircraft and one American craft. This comes just days after a similar incident involving a U. S. spy plane. Officials
have stated that at approximately 8:25 a. m., GMT, a squadron of Chinese F-8 fighters collided with the American Goodyear Blimp. The crash
left over a dozen Chinese planes downed and the blimp's electronic billboard damaged. Sources say the billboard's scrolling marquee had
been advertising 7-UP soft drink, leaving the line "Up yours" in view. A Chinese pilot who witnessed the collision between his squadron,
nicknamed, "Panda Rash" told China's Xinhua news agency that he saw the American blimp dive out of the clouds and into wingman Sum
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Yung Gui's F-8 jet. "I told Yung Gui his tail was all broken. Keep it straight. Keep it straight'," said the pilot. "He just couldn't shake the American
foreign- devil. The blimp then reportedly veered hard left and then right, taking out the rest of the squadron. Pilot Chawp Suey told Xinhua the
American blimp "fully responsible for the incident," repeating the language Beijing has used in the earlier incident. China blames this new
accident on the Goodyear blimp, saying it rammed the supersonic fighters, and has demanded an apology. Officials from the Goodyear
Company have said it is unlikely that the slow propeller-driven blimp could turn inside and ram a dozen nimble fighters, unless the Chinese
were testing chimp pilots. "The direct cause of the collision was that the American blimp made a sudden big move toward the Chinese planes,
making it impossible for the Chinese planes to get out of the way," Suey was quoted as saying. "The savage act of American blimps colliding
with Chinese planes while conducting spying activities at sporting events makes us indignant," he was quoted as saying. Chinese officials are
calling for an apology from the United States and enough Goodyear tires to replace the Firestone's that experienced spontaneous combustion
last year. U. S. officials expressed regret, but would not allow an apology until the matter could be investigated further. 
(Who will be the first to enter a model of a F-8 into a contest with "Student Driver" across the top of the winspan? -mws)

Book Review: Autocourse CART Official Champ Car Yearbook 2000-2001 
Reviewed by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy GTR Newsletter 
This is the eighth year for the AutoCourse CART yearbooks, and it is still the most comprehensive review of the CART series available. Every
race is covered, all the points standings are given, each team, engine and chassis is covered, and they rank the top drivers. The book contains
lots of full page advertising (which still bothers me since it retails for $34.95) but for some reason the ads seem less intrusive this time around.
For CART modelers, every car is featured in a nice side color drawing showing the primary markings and colors used in 2001. The best
modeling resource would be six color photos, all different angles, of every car from every race, but that would be a modeler's dream. This is the
next best thing, there are hundreds of color photos accompanying each race article so hopefully your particular is covered somewhere. Virtually
every phase of CART is recorded and analyzed here, leading to some interesting factoids: There were 51 Reynards built for the 2000 season,
compared to 7 Lolas and 4 Swifts Mercedes engines had only one top six finish The Arciero-Project Racing Group team (driver Luis Garcia, Jr)
won the PPG Color and Design award Lots more throughout the book, which I can recommend if you want to capture a record for the 2000
CART season. 

Movie Review: DRIVEN 
Racing fans, who have been awaiting this new movie based on the CART series, will be disappointed in Hollywood yet again. While Driven
opened as the biggest money maker the week of 4/22 ($12.17 million), I was suspicious after seeing previews and the various special promo
shows on Speedvison and ESPN. Having seen it during the second weekend (along with a sparse crowd of 12 on a Saturday afternoon in
Woodfield) , the cars and most tracks seem realistic, but the plot and story are silly. If real race drivers think and act like this maybe I should be
watching bowling. Below are excerpts from the review (1 1/2 stars) on www.Metromix.com by Michael Wilmington (all the reviews I have seen
say about the same thing): Driven, Sylvester Stallone's wildly elaborate race-car movie, goes so far over the top, it seems headed for a
spectacular crash. Overproduced, overshot and overdigitized, it's often like the smash-bound CART cars bouncing over each other on the track
like jumping beans, exploding like confetti bombs or, in one case, spinning what seems to be over 100 feet in the air before plummeting into a
fiery lake. Yet Driven isn't a comedy. It's supposedly writer-producer-star Stallone's expensive labor of love, his first collaboration with director
Renny Harlin since their 1993 mountain-climbing hit Cliffhanger and Stallone's first original script since 1990's Rocky V. Did we say original?
Mostly, it seems like 1966's Grand Prix reconceived as a comic book -- with characters who have names like Memo Moreno, Sophia Simone or
Beau Brandenburg, and personalities to match. Shouldn't Driven be at least half as good as John Frankenheimer's 1966 Grand Prix? Instead,
everything is so overblown, it makes you yearn for the simplicity of the smaller-scale racing movies of the '60s and '70s, like Howard Hawks' Red
Line 7000, The Last American Hero with Jeff Bridges, or Winning with Paul Newman (the movie that started Newman's own real-life racing
career). Some things about CART I learned from this movie: CART races somewhere in France. CART races on a track that looks like the old
Numbergring in Germany, and it still takes rescue workers five minutes to find the accident site. There is a CART owner in a wheelchair who
looks like Burt Reynolds with bad makeup and who acts like Frank Williams. A rookie CART driver with five wins doesn't have what it takes to be a
racer (in real life he would be snapped up instantly if fired) CART teams don't pick their drivers until the morning of a race. Champ cars routinely
fly 30 feet in the air maybe the mechanics put the wings on upside down! So, like with Days of Thunder, race fans once again have been let
down by Hollywood.

A Message from Our Leader: 
Hi Guyzz, A few things to go over this time around. 
#1. A Constitutional Amendment is coming out soon to be voted on. We need 750 votes to pass/reject this. We have about 900 e-mail addresses
registered to vote! PLEASE do so when the time comes! Contact me for information to register your e-address. 
#2. Elections are coming.................that is good. Only one slate is running! That is bad. So, what I deduce outta this is that you are VERY
HAPPY on what your e-board has been doing. If you have any bitches, you have NON-Participation to blame. And I say this with a SMILE on
my face!!! (cause I love Dave and he's da man) 
#3. THANK YOU to all the Chapters that returned the survey on Contests. It was helpful and discussed at the Chicago Meeting. 
#4. If you have NOT sent in your re-charter.........................bye! If you have......................LOVE YA!!!! No kidding, get it in NOW!!!! 
#5. Two Chapters from Region 5 are in the hunt for National COY! Good luck to Will-Cook and Lakes Region! 
That's it for me for right now..........................you know the number and the purpose! TALK TO ME!!!! Love ya.................out! Jack Bruno Region
V Coordinator

Hi Guyzz, 
Well, it's June FIRST and only one more month to the IPMS National Convention! I hope many of you are coming and are looking forward to a
great time! Almost all of the work is done and a few tweaks to tend too, but we've done all we can..............now it's up to you to enjoy! :) I do not
have the paperwork in hand yet, but WELCOME to REGION 5 IPMS Great Plains!!!! The Region is getting BIG again!!!! Do not forget to vote on
the upcoming Constitution amendments. We need your support! As far as I know, The DATES are current and PLEASE respect the fact that
other shows may be going on at the same time your planning your Chapter function. It is imperative that you clear your date with me/Dave
FIRST!!!!! No side stepping either, Dave will kick it back to me! I posted on RMS that Francis Gabreski, guest at the National Convention, was
also present at Pearl the day of attack. I thought I would mention that with the Pearl Harbor craze that is going on with the new movie. Tickets to
see him are still available............just contact me. Things are going to be a little crazy for this last month.............so I'll be seeing you on the
floor of the Convention or you'll be hearing me the week after when I'm on vacation. So, if you have any questions...............lemme know and
ohhhhhhhh, by the way..............who loves ya? :) Well, I do you silly!!!!! Jack
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A Note from Brother Bob: 
I attended the meeting of the Quad Cities Cruisers Car Club on Wednesday. May 16th. I made a couple of very short comments and thanked
them for their participation in our Contest and Show in March. I also presented them with our check which was to be applied to whatever charity
project that QCCCC would be supporting this year. I also asked them to consider participating in our Show and Contest in March of 2002 and
that we appreciated very much their help. I met with one of their members at breakfast the next day and he said that they were very willing to be
part of our 2002 show and that they very much appreciated our donation and indeed they matched it and sent $50.00 to the 2001 club
sponsorship, the American Heart Association. They also said that we definitely had permission to use their name in 2002 for any
announcements for our show. I would also like to suggest that maybe a possibility for a future club monthly program would be to invite one of
the QCCCC members to come and present a program telling about the steps taken in restoring a full size classic car. "til the meeting in
June...Bob Horton

HEADLINE NEWS: 
Missouri Air Disaster: Missouri's worst air disaster occurred this morning when a small 2 seater plane crashed into a cemetery. Missouri
search-and-rescue workers have recovered 826 bodies and expect that number will continue to climb as the digging continues into the night.

Book Review: "Pfalz Aircraft of World War I", 
by Bill Shuey, courtesy RMS 
For you who are interested in the aircraft of the First World War I heartily recommend "Pfalz Aircraft of World War I", by Jack Ferris, with drawings
by Martin Digmayer, color profiles by Bob Pearson and Alan Durkota. Published by Flying Machines Press of Boulder, Colorado. I paid $49.95
to "Aeroplane Books" at the Maryland Military Book Show at Timonium Fairgrounds last weekend. Soft cover, 180 pages with 60 odd color
profiles and a hell of a lot of photographs I've never seen before (and I've got all 26 years of Cross & Cockade USA, and Over the Front from the
beginning). Pfalz was a Bavarian company that ceased to exist after the War and has been the subject of a lot of "bad press" from Fokker and
Albatross, who resented the competition, and also there is the basic snobbery aimed at many things Bavarian. It is fashionable to portray
Bavarians as the "country bumpkins" of the German States, much as some people here in the U.S. make cracks about West Virginia or
Tennessee folks. It's easy to overlook what BMW stands for, or the Bf in Bf-109. Fact was, Pfalz was a late entry in the fighter plane market but
built some very serviceable aircraft. This book gives a good history of the company and its products, rounded out with a great collection of
photographs and color plates. Come on Eduard, we really need a good 1/48 Pfalz D-12! Usual required disclaimer, I have no financial interest
in ..etc., etc.

Review - Israeli Sherman by Tom Gannon 
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Book Review: Israeli Sherman: Tracing the History of the Sherman Tank in Israeli Service by Thomas Gannon; Darlington Publications,
Darlington, Maryland, 2001; 239 pp; price $32-36, depending upon source (ISBN 892848-06-6) 
Advantages: First major work of its type on the market; most thorough coverage of the subject possible. 
Disadvantages: No scale plans provided of unique Israeli modifications. 
Rating: Highly Recommended. 
Recommendation: For all Sherman fans, IDF fans, and Middle Eastern war historians. 
For those who have been to the Armor Modeling and Preservation Society International Convention every spring for the last seven years, the
name of Tom Gannon is well known and closely linked to a very intensive study of both the M4 series of tanks and the Israeli Defense Forces.
Tom has graced AMPS with a seminar per year on different aspects of the IDF and their armored forces, and has now wrapped a great deal of
that research into a very nice and heavily illustrated book covering the IDF's use of the M4 series of tanks. One thing I personally know is that
Truth will always defeat a Lie in the cold light of day, but that Truth has to be out there before the Lie transcends into Myth. Hopefully, this book
will provide that cold dose of truth on the various tanks used by the IDF and the views of some "experts" on its formation and development. One
of the surprises to me having only seen the Myth was that the term "Super Sherman" was only used in reference to the US M4 series tanks armed
with a 76mm gun. The so-called "Super Sherman" with the French redesign of the German Panther Kwk 42 75mm gun was simply called the
M50. The "Isherman" with the French 105mm gun was even more simply just the M51. Tom shows in both photos and text how these tanks
came to be, and what the rationale was behind their design and use. With his thorough knowledge of the M4 series of tanks, he shows where the
various series of tanks came from, and what the Israelis had to do to make the tanks more or less correspond to a standard. Some diehard fans of
the IDF may be disappointed that no plans are included for any of the vehicles. One reason would seem to be that in real life the Israelis simply
"winged it" and used whatever bits they had to make a complete combat system. (It should be a great book to use in shutting up those "well, it's
not prototype!" pooh-bahs we all seem to know!) Overall, a great book, and one which fully complements the Hunnicutt "Sherman" book with the
"What about the Israeli versions?" piece of history.

Product Review  
Product: Faux Fabrix Textured Spray Paint 
Mfg: Scale Motorsport 
Number: 5510 
By Chuck Herrmann 
In trying to replicate the look of fabric in a model car interior, one of the most common methods has been to use flocking or "funny fur" as
offered by several suppliers. This entailed shaking out the loose fibers, somehow straining or shifting out the lumps, pouring it over thinned
white glue or wet paint, then shaking off the excess. Sometimes the results were acceptable, but often in my experience it left an uneven coat of
"fur", or a lumpy look that is very difficult to touch up. So when I heard of a new spray product that would replicate the look of fabric I decided to
try it as soon as it hit the hobby store shelves. Marketed by Scale Motorsports, this aerosol spray comes in two colors (a beige and the Velvet
Gray that I bought). Faux Fabrix is a paint that dries to a rough texture (think of stucco paint). This product smells like enamel (it definitely is not
lacquer) and the directions recommend you shake the rattle can for one minute then for ten seconds for every minute of use. Follow the usual
precautions for spray painting. I tried it on a rear bench seat that I will not be using. I primed the red plastic with Testors' Boyd's White primer,
then shot on a coat of Faux Fabrix. It goes on glossy at first, I did a light coat to avoid drips. The directions say to build it up with several light
coats. After about half an hour it was drying to a flat finish but it was still hard to see how much texture there was. I shot on another coat and left
it to sit overnight. Next day it was virtually dry, similar to other flat enamels. The finish was flat, no drips and adherence was good. It did indeed
look like fabric. I waited a few days before handling it (again typical dry time for enamel) and it certainly does have a texture to it. I imagine
that if you put on a few more coats it would have even more texture, but two coats seems to replicate cloth interior fabrics. After this trial run I
will use this in the future. For floors a good flocking job will give a more textured finish, but for seats and doors this would work nice. And it is a
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simple spray on. A bit pricey at $6.50 a can (for a bigger 5 oz size) but recommended.

Review - SKIF "Strela-10SV" (SA-13) Kit 
By Cookie Sewll, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: SKIF 1/35 Scale Kit No. 216; ZRK "Strela-10SV"; 299 parts (268 in green styrene, 
25 etched brass, 6 black vinyl); Price $27-40, depending on supplier. 
Advantages: First kit of this vehicle in plastic; very nicely done with four spare missile boxes included; Options to make several version of the
vehicle (not noted on directions). 
Disadvantages: Poor tracks hurt the overall quality of the kit; soft or skimpy details, "guess the version" not a helpful trait. 
Rating: Recommended 
Recommendation: For all modern armor fans and "Duck Hunters". 
F I R S T L O O K: 
The SA-13 GOPHER, better known as the "Strela-10" surface-to-air missile complex or ZRK to the Russians, is a constantly evolving system
which has been in service for over 20 years. Based on the reliable MT-LB chassis, the missile system has evolved over the years to keep up with
the changing threat. The system comes in two variations: the 9K34 series, which are equipped with the SNAP SHOT range-only radar, and the
9K35 series, which adds the FLAT BOX IFF system to the launcher above the right pair of missiles. Each system consists of sub-components: the
9K34 (K meaning "Komplekt" or system) has the 9A34 launcher vehicle, the 9S86 SNAP SHOT radar system, and four loaded 9M37 "Strela-10"
missiles and four reloads. The 9K35 has all of the same, but the 9A35 vehicle also carries the 9S16 FLAT BOX B passive IFF system. SA-13
missiles (there are two basic ones: the 9M37 series and the newer 9M333, which is more powerful and more capable) are all capable of hitting
targets at ranges of up to 5,000 meters and speeds of 310-415 mps (1100-1500 kph). Altitude band is 10-25 meters up to 3,500 meters. Whereas
the early 9M37 missiles have a 3 kg warhead, the newer 9M333 has a 5 kg warhead with both proximity and laser fusing, and heavy IR decoy
rejection capability. SKIF calls the vehicle the "Strela-10SV", which is a bit odd, as most sales literature call it by other names, such as 9K35M
"Strela-10M", 9K35M2 "Strela-10M2", or 9K35M3 "Strela-10M3", based on improvements and modifications. The M3 also adds a passive radar
detection system to the electronic suite. Based on all of the variants in service, it would seem that this kit is a 9K35M2 "Strela-10M2" version
with 9M37M missiles, passive radar system, and the FLAT BOX B IFF system. The model is essentially the MT-LB kit with two styrene sprues and
a fret of brass parts providing all of the necessary bits for the SA-13 vehicle. Sprues are numbered according to what kits they originated with:
one is from the 2S1 "Gvozdika" kit, three from the MT-LB, and two for this version. Most of the parts are nicely done, with the interior being a bit
skimpy and yet fairly decent, as it is hard to see the interior through the small crew hatches. Since missiles store in the rear, it also blocks much
of the view if the rear doors are opened. While SKIF includes the missiles, unless you want one looking very toy-like or an "IDEX" sales display
they probably will simply be cemented inside their boxes. The kit has you stick the nose of the missile through the cover; this is wrong, for the
actual missile transport and launch canisters have a domed cover on them, and are hermetically sealed prior to action. If you want closed
covers, the nose of the missile and some putty and scrap plastic will suffice; if you want it open, you will need some sort of vacuformed cap with
which to seal the hole. Also, if you make them up with the covers off the canister, they could use an MV Lens for the seeker tip of the warhead to
improve their appearance. However, once you get past the basics of the kit, which are not bad, you have to deal with the Devil in the details.
Here SKIF has somewhat fudged things a bit. Admittedly, like many former Soviet weapons systems, SA-13s are like cars in that you can check
off the "options" list and select the things you need (such as the 9K35 with IFF or the HAT BOX passive radar receiving system, for example).
Checking my photo references, there are a LOT of small details missing from the missile carrier racks and the canisters themselves. All of the
"bars" on the sides of the canisters are actually straps, and the depressions are of differing sizes on the four faces of the boxes. Part 121H is
supposed to be a window for the gunner, who like the one in the SA-9 "Strela-1" launcher, sits in the center of the launcher mounting. On the
base vehicle, the tracks are very annoying as they are hard to get to sit flat. For $15 to $20 you can purchase a Shanghai Dragon ZSU-23-4 kit,
and it is worth it for the track set alone, as well as some of the finer details on this vehicle (the ZSU and the MT-LB share common roots).
Markings are provided for one Ukranian vehicle in their new (and seldom seen) camouflage schemes, with a choice of black or white numbers
and the trident of Volodymyr, the national insignia of Ukraine. National markings are also provided for the Soviet Army, Czechoslovakia, and
Poland. Suffice it to say that the "Strela-10SV" kit provides the basis for what can become a great model; but it puts the modeler back in
modeling, and a reasonable amount of work will be required to get there.
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July 2001 

Quad-City Scale Modeler Society's Newsletter

Minutes of the Meeting:

There aren't any. So sue me. We had our annual barbecue at Randy Kidd's house in Alpha. Thanks Randy to you and your wife for hosting the
event this year. Randy has a cool basement. If you missed it too bad, I thinks it's the national GI Joe museum. You also missed "Funeral
casserole". Yeah, I know, I was kinda skeptical myself and wasn't sure that this was something I wanted to eat. Turns out this isn't some new way
to whack people, it's just a very popular casserole to take to funerals and potlucks and such. Hence the name. Anyway, it was very good. Anyway,
we had a good time. July's meeting will be devoted to covering te Nationals, I'm sure. We have some good stuff coming up, sp plan to finalize
the chapter meeting schedule during the July meeting. For those of you going the Nationals, see you there. This is going to be the biggest one
ever. 

The Dates:

July 4-7: 2001 IPMS/USA National Convention in Chicago "A Modeler's Odyssey". Hosted by IPMS Lakes Region Scale Modelers and IPMS
Will-Cook chapters 2001 Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont IL For details see www.geocities.com/ipmsusa2001

July 14th: Chapter meeting. Rest and Recovery from the nationals.

August 11: Chapter meeting

August 12 NIMO 8 Northern IL Modeler's Open hosted by C.A.R.S. in Miniature. McHenry County College Crystal Lake, IL. Contact Steve
Jahnke 815-516-8551, http://cobraduece.com/nimo.com

September 8: Chapter meeting.

October 13: Chapter meeting.

November 10th: Chapter meeting. Road trip to Butch O'Hare?

Nov 10: 19th Annual Contest & Swap hosted by IPMS/Butch O'Hare, Darien, IL. Watch for details.

<December 8: Chapter meeting and annual Christmas party. 2nd Annual "What if" contest.

January 12: Chapter meeting.

>February 9: Chapter meeting.

March 9: Chapter meeting

March 30 2002: The 7th Annual Quad Cities Scale Model Show. National Guard Armory, Milan, Il.

A Vord From Der Region V Commissar:

Hey my little rowdy ponies!!!!

A word of THANKS to all of the Chapters in Region 5 that helped IPMS/Will-Cook and IPMS/Lakes Region in fulfilling 100% Category
Sponsorships!!! It's gonna be a WINGDING!!!!! Again, I need you and your members to VOTE!!!! Instruct them to get the JOURNAL out and send
the card in OR go to the IPMS website and follow the instructions!!! Hell, I did that!!! Things are quiet before the storm............I'll pass along any
info I get for ya after the Convention. The Coordinators meeting is set and we have lots to discuss! Take care....God Bless.....see ya next week ya
sillies you! "POPFATHER"

Kit Review

Manufacturer: Marsh models 
Subject: 1972 Porsche 917/10 L&M Scale: 1/43 Kit # MM64
Multi media kit consisting of resin, white metal, turned metal, vac form 
Reviewed by Ken Zinnen, courtesy GTR Newsletter

Marsh Models latest kit in their Thundersport range of vintage Can-Am kits builds the 1972 Porsche 917/10 sponsored by L&M. The '72 Porsche
was the first car to truly give the Mclarens a run for their money. Roger Penske and Mark Donohue developed the car, but Donohue was injured
in pre race testing. George Follmer was then hired to fill the vacant seat. Follmer went on to take the Can-Am championship that year. Donohue
healed enough to race in the last three races of the year. This kit will build into versions for either driver. Since this is a curbside, I'll start with
the most important part, the body. This is cast in the typical tan resin. Not so typical is the crisp detail and the absolutely flawless casting! The
shape and proportions are perfect. All of the correct air ducts vents and intakes are present. The resin rear wing has positive mounting locations
making wing installation easier. The wing is complemented with two finely etched wing supports. The rocker panels are natural metal on the
real car; these are represented in the kit by two pre-formed white metal pieces, just polish and glue into place. Photo-etched parts represent the
front air splitter and all duct grilles. The rearview mirrors are done in white metal. The roll bars build up from small wire. The white metal
chassis has no detail and only provides a base for the interior and a few engine parts to build upon. The interior is very simple, yet strikingly
effective in its execution. The inner framework is provided in photo-etch metal. Other photo-etch parts include the pedals and seat belts. White
metal parts include the dash panel and framework, seat and gear stick. No actual engine is present, although all of the geartrain that is visible
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from outside the car is provided. This includes the transaxle with twin turbos and exhaust cast in one nicely detailed white metal piece. The rear
framework built up from folded photo-etch then encases all of this. Finishing it all off, is a white metal overflow bottle and two tiny taillights. The
rolling stock consists of black resin cast tires in the correct size and shape, turned metal rims, photo-etched brake discs, and white metal wheel
spokes. The wheels build into jewel like components! The decals are produced by Zanchetti and are very crisp considering the small size of
some of the sponsor markings and dash gauges. All decals a represent for both drivers and include the politically incorrect L&M decals. The
instructions are typical in this scale with one large exploded drawing showing where all of the parts go. All are numbered along with a
description of the part and what color they are to be painted. Four full color pictures of the completed car are included to aid in decal
placement and to show the rear trans axle and framework. This kit is produced by the master of CanAm models. I did have the opportunity to
view a factory built version of this model and all I can say is Fantastic! The engineering in these kits make them builder friendly and if your
paintwork and decal application is flawless your results will be the same! I can highly recommend this kit!

A Space Oddity

From Edd Pflum, Space-Modelers' Group

Westmont, IL: Test pilot I. M. Styrene, recently selected to pilot the Tamiya Bell X-1 "Mach Buster" experimental aircraft, had his right leg
accidentally severed during an operation to improve his posture, and allow him to fit into the X-1's cramped cockpit. Plastic surgeon Dr. Edd was
performing the operation on the back of Styrene's knees when the accident occurred. Styrene's right leg separated at the knee while the surgeon
was repositioning the pilot's legs. Dr. Edd denied rumors the accident had occurred because the surgeon was distracted by Indy 500 coverage on
the television. "It just snapped, OK? IT JUST SNAPPED!" the doctor said. Styrene had earlier had his left leg broken during a chiropractic
procedure earlier in the day, involving the use of square-nosed pliers. "The pliers technique, which I have used successfully before, just failed
this time. It happens," Dr. Edd said. This failure led to the surgical operation. After the accident to the pilot's right leg, the surgeon rushed to
re-attach the leg, but this was momentarily delayed when the severed limb was lost in the shag carpeting. "This is why you don't often see shag
carpeting in operating rooms," the doctor commented. The leg was re-attached with gap filling super glue, and the surgeon pronounced the
patient "instantly cured." Dr. Edd said the pilot would make a full recovery. "A little work with a needle file, and a couple of coats of paint, and
he'll be better than new." Styrene was born without arms or legs attached to his torso. Although one would expect these disabilities to disqualify
him from a test pilot assignment, Dr. Edd said it was these very qualities that led to his selection. "We needed someone flexible," the doctor
said. Styrene is currently resting comfortably in the pilot's seat of the X-1. Witnesses said he maintained his grin during the entire affair. Styrene
faces further operations to attach transplanted arms and fit him with an oxygen mask before he takes up his piloting duties. Before his present
assignment, Styrene was a crewman in the elite Hasagawa "US Pilots / Ground Crew" set. Members of the set are said to be pleased with
Styrene's selection and had volunteered their arms to help Styrene in his new career. Two other members of the set are also active in the test
pilot program, slated to fly the X-32 and X-35 aircraft. Rumors have it that I. M. Poly, a former Airfix Astronaut, would undergo a head transplant
before taking up his duties in the Monogram North American X-15A2, but Dr. Edd said no decision has been reached at this time.

Some Sad News From Accurate Miniatures:

It is with both sadness and regret that we announce that with effect from 5:00 p.m. on June 30, 2001, Accurate Miniatures, Inc. will cease
operations. At this time, we would like to thank all the model builders (worldwide) who purchased our kits for their unwavering support over the
past eight years. Your input and advice was truly valuable and very much appreciated. Thank you all for great memories. Accurate Miniatures,
Inc.

A little sumptin sumptin from Mike Valentine , World Famous A-10 Raffle Winner It seems that a young man volunteered for military service
during World War II. He had such a high aptitude for aviation that he was sent right to Pensacola Naval Air Station, skipping recruit training. The
very first day at Pensacola he solos and is the best flier on the base. All they could do was give him his gold wings and assign him immediately
to an aircraft carrier in the Pacific. On his first day aboard, he took off and single-handedly shot down 6 Japanese fighter planes. Then climbing
up to 20,000 feet, he found 9 more Japanese planes and shot them all down as well. Noting that his fuel was getting low, he descended, circled
the carrier and came in for a perfect landing on the deck. He threw back the canopy, climbed out and jogged over to the captain. Saluting
smartly he said, "Well sir, how did I do on my very first day?" The captain turned around, bowed politely, and replied, "You make one velly,
velly selious mistake!" 

Review: Axis-Allied No. 3 by Ampersand

From Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Book Review: Ampersand Publishing Allied-Axis Series No. 3: Tank Transporters of World War 
II Part I by the Ampersand staff; Ampersand Publishing, Delray Beach, Florida, 2001; 96 pp.;price $13-18 (no ISBN reference) 
>Advantages: Nice, new photo selection of two major tank recovery vehicles, the FAMO 18 ton halftrack and the M25 Dragon Wagon; excellent
research and photographic coverage 
>Disadvantages: Esoteric subject may not appeal to all modelers or history buffs 
Rating: Highly Recommended 
Recommendation: To all softskin fans and modelers who really like BIG stuff!

Ampersand Publishing, the same people who publish the magazine "Military Miniatures in Review", have come up with a handy series of
publications titled "Allied-Axis" in which they look at the counterparts on the German and Allied side in WWII. In this volume, the third in the
series, they look at the two most common tank retrievers used in the later part of WWII. Both have recently been released in kit form by Tamiya,
the Dragon Wagon at the end of 1999 and the FAMO and Sonderanhanger 116 at the end of 2000. For anyone modeling those two systems,
this book is a must; for the rest of us, it is a very handy reference on just how tough those logistical lines can be. The FAMO part, apparently
ghost-authored by well-known German armor researcher Jochen Vollert, covers a complete sequence of tank recovery of a Panzer III tank by a
FAMO and trailer crew. It gives as much detail as most modelers could want, and shows beyond the shadow of a doubt how much backbreaking
work there was for crews to recover damaged or knocked-out tanks for repair and restoration to service. The M25 part is more focused on details
and markings, but given the totality of the Tamiya kit, this is more appreciated as otherwise the M25 is a very big but dull vehicle. The last 12
pages are coverage of the M3A1 White Scout Car, and the subject is a restored vehicle from the famous Beltring show and display held
annually in England. Overall, this book is well worth the money, even if you do not plan to build either model.
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Vintage Plastic Review: Tamiya's Porsche 961

by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy GTR Newsletter 
Kit Subject: Porsche 961 
Manufacturer: Tamiya 
Kit Number: 24071 Scale: 1/24

The Porsche 961 was basically a racing version of the 959, the exotic, four wheel drive twin turbo road car from the mid 1980's. Designed to run
in the FIA Group B category, interest in the class never really developed so eventually it was raced in Group C, where Porsche was already
developing the wildly successful 956/962. So the 961 was never sold to customers, and was raced by the factory only three times, LeMans in
1986 and 1987, and in the US at an IMSA race at Daytona in October, 1986 (not the 24 Hours). This Tamiya kit is one of the series of static kits
that were based on the Tamtech radio control cars. The construction is simplified and rugged, with a snap off body, connections for an electric
motor and batteries but if you want the 961 it is the only option. Since I am a fan of the 959, when I saw this kit at a swap meet a few years ago
I picked it up. A most obvious problem with building this kit is that the clear windows are molded into the white plastic body. Really molded in,
with no way to get them out. So you need to mask and paint. The real car was all white, I used Testors Boyd's White. Before painting, I had to
fill in some major holes caused by some pins that push through the outside of the body to hold in some brackets to allow the body to snap on
and off the chassis (to change the batteries in the electric motor!). I glued everything in and used super glue and filler to cover the holes.
Another problem were the molded in headlights. They were very poor looking so I cut them out and added some buckets and lenses taken from
a Tamiya 959 kit. The vent behind the front wheel flares and the rear vent were cut out; I added some mesh in the back opening. There were
some large mold marks under the molded in rear wing, so I cut it off to sand things smooth. The cut makes the wing too narrow, you need to add
some sheet plastic to both ends to make it fit, and I glued it at a slightly different angle to make it look like it has been adjusted to the track
conditions. I added some photoetched fasteners and foil hood latches, and a windshield wiper and side mirrors from the parts box. The wheels
mount on metal axles, I cut off the plastic gear and used a spacer to align it. The rubber tires have no molded on markings, and no decals are
included. The car ran Dunlops, body decals are on the sheet. The interior is somewhat simplified, it includes a roll bar, seat and dash but no
belts. I used some photoetched hardware and ribbon for the fabric. Gauges are a decal. The decals are for the 1986 LeMans version; they
match the photos I have seen. #180 ran that race; later that year at Daytona the car was #15. I haven't seen any photos of the 1987 LeMans
version. For more details on the actual car see the May 2001 issue of Excellence magazine.

Review - Eastern Express KV-14 (SU-152)

From: Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: Eastern Express 1/35 Scale Kit No. 35103; Self-Propelled Gun KV-14 (SU-152); 
254 parts (250 in grey styrene, 4 black vinyl); Price $23-40, based on supplier. 
Advantages: First kit of this vehicle in this scale in injection molded plastic, continues with best qualities of other Eastern Express armor kits. 
Disadvantages: Same as for KV-1s kit, tracks a tight but manageable fit; no sponsons under casemate. 
Rating: Highly Recommended 
Recommendation: For all Soviet WWII fans and modelers who like "Big Guns".

Eastern Express continues to roll on with its update and completion of the KV family of tanks. When the Soviets came up against more powerful
German tanks, such as the long-barreled 5 cm and 7.5 cm guns in up rated Panzer III and IV, plus the new Tiger and early Panther, the Soviets
soon found that their workhorse 76mm guns were of little use as they had to get close to the target to destroy it. The Kotin design bureau at
Chelyabinsk (having moved from Leningrad early in the war) took the task in hand, and soon adapted their KV-1s chassis to take a new
hexagonal casemate armed with the mighty 152mm ML-20 howitzer. Frontal armor was now around 120mm, and the use of the heavy 152mm
projectiles (each weighing around 100 pounds) meant that the vehicle could crack German armor up to 100mm thick at ranges of up to 2000
meters. Originally accepted for service in early 1943 as the KV-14, the vehicle was simply redesignated as the self-propelled mount, 152mm
armed or SU-152. As the KV-1s was at the end of its run and effectiveness, Chelyabinsk soon switched over to production of the new SP gun and
by the end of 1943 had built 704 of the weapons. (Production then switched to the IS-85 and IS-122 tanks, better known as the IS-2 Iosef Stalin
series.) The first regiment of 12 of these guns went operational in May 1943, and at Kursk claimed 12 Tiger Is and 7 "Ferdinand" SP guns. Later
regiments were organized like heavy tanks with 21, and later they were upgraded to ISU-122 and ISU-152 SP guns. Due to its ability to kill the
"beast" tanks, the SU-152 earned the nickname "Zverboy" "Beast Fighter". Eastern Express has taken five sprues from the KV-1s and KV-85 kits
and added a new sprue with a new upper hull, mantlet and gun. The gun has a very fine, filigreed muzzle brake, which had some flash in my
review sample, but nothing most modelers cannot easily clean up in a few minutes. The kit retains all of the details and most of the minor
annoyances found in the KV-1s kit, such as the very tight vinyl tracks and sinkholes in the suspension components. Still, these are easily
remedied and the model captures the "squatty" look of the prototype very nicely. A good set of etched brass from On the Mark or other
manufacturers as well as single-link tracks would turn this model into a real gem. Markings are included for five guns, which alas are all in Soviet
dark green. The Armada book "Camouflage of the Tanks of the Red Army 1930-1945" has some in two, three and even four-color schemes. All
in all, a nice kit with a lot of possibilities.

An Airbrush Tip:

>Using film canisters with your airbrush. It WORKS! 
From Dave Roof, courtesy RMS

Gentlemen, after searching for Testors mixing bottles with no luck, I came up with this brainstorm. I wasn't sure it was going to work, but I
decided to try it anyway. I take a lot of pictures, and I mean a lot. Average number of rolls taken per month is 25. After taking the film to get
developed, I used to throw the canisters away. Well, no more. I used this setup with my Paasche H airbrush. You'll need an empty film canister,
one, 1oz siphon bottle (for the attaching parts and long siphon tube), one single hole (paper) punch, and one drill bit (sized to the small hole in
the metal ring of the attaching hardware of bottle).

STEP 1: 
Remove the metal attaching parts from the cap of the 1oz bottle using pliers. You will have four individual parts. The siphon tubes, upper
attaching part (that goes into airbrush), lower attaching part, and ring/washer that sandwiches between the two.
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STEP 2: 

STEP 3: 
<>Attach the metal parts to the film cap in the same manner they were attached to the bottle lid. Taking the drill bit, drill a hole through the
film cap using the small hole in the metal washer as a guide. You should now have a film canister lid that is setup in the same manner as a
standard siphon bottle lid. Mix your paint as you normally would and pour into a clean film canister. Snap the canister to the new lid and
airbrush away. I have used both Acrylics and Enamels with no problems. There are three major advantages to this. One, film canisters are very
cheap. You may even be able to get them free from a local developer. Two, once you are done with your airbrushing session, you can pour the
remaining paint back into the bottle or simply discard the canister. Three, because of the type of plastic used in the canister, they clean up very
easily. I simply ran the canister filled with Acrylic paint under the faucet then wiped with a paper towel. For the canister filled with Enamel, I
used a paper towel dampened with thinner and simply wiped it clean. Sorry Testors, I won't be spending $6.00 for 5 empty bottles anymore.

H-19B "Chickasaw" Italeri #1206, 1/72 Short review

From: Jose-Manuel Estevez, courtesy RMS

This is the version with bent tail, sorry for the Whirlwind people. But surely next time, as there are 2 parts to ignore and a big hole in the tree
next to the bent tail. Around 60 parts molded in gray with engraved detail, plus 9 transparent parts. The parts are very well done, but there is, in
the main part, a very deep gravure. The cockpit is simple but with details, the dials are done by decals, and the console between pilot and co
pilot has little dials. The cargo part has the door open or closed, the front and the back of the cargo area have texture mould on them. You
have to put 10 grams in the front so you don't have a tail sitter. There is a rescue hoist, but in my documentation it seems incorrect in size. The
decals are for two US Air Force H-19B's one rescue aircraft circa 1957 (no information on the squadron nor the locale), and the only information
provided on the other is that it dates from 1959. The first one is in aluminum and yellow marks, the second in gray 36375 and Day-Glo. In
conclusion, a great kit.

The Four Most influential Words in Modeling

1. New Release: Causes great euphoria, anticipation, expectation, self-esteem and excitement. 
2. Discontinued: Causes anxiety, worry, stress, and hopelessness, a sense of unworthiness, hoarding and just saying to hell with it. 
3. Re-issued: Same as #1. (Can also cause hoarding, as this may be your last chance). 
4. Limited-Run: Causes hoarding (the model companies love this).

Review: Sukhoi Su-15 from Unicraft

From: Ken Duffey, courtesy RMS

No, not the delta-winged Su-15 Flagon that gained notoriety by shooting down Korean Airlines flight 007, but the earlier swept-winged fighter
of 1949 powered by two RD-45 turbojets that were mounted one on top of the other in a staggered arrangement that was later used successfully
by the English Electric Lightning. The arrangement on the Su-15 however had the lower engine exhausting under the mid fuselage whilst the
upper engine exhausted at the rear. I have just received the Unicraft kit from Hannants, so I thought I would share my initial impressions with
you. The kit comes in a cardboard box with a striking picture on the front obviously copied from a Sukhoi monograph that Polygon did some
years back you can check out the box art on Hannants website, http://www.hannants.co.uk/  (Do a search on Unicraft & Su-15). All the parts are
neatly packaged in shrink-wrap plastic with separate 'pockets' for each item a great idea for which Unicraft are to be congratulated. The kit parts
are molded in a rather brittle resin about which Unicraft warns you to be careful and to use a hot knife you have been warned! The panel detail
is engraved and would benefit from a quick going over with a scriber. The swept wings are molded as one-piece port and starboard and each
wing has a large casting block that must be removed. The two tail plane halves and vertical fin are similarly cast in one piece and there is a
resin nosecone, complete with radome, to finish off the fuselage. The canopy is a clear vacform with the resin master left in place to protect it
and to allow the modeler to plug-mould a replacement if you have the bottle! Finally there are a number of resin 'wafers' that contain:

1.A floor, a 2-part seat, an instrument panel and a rear bulkhead. 
>2. Two undercarriage main legs, two pen-nib fairings for the lower engine, 1 main wheel plus an integrally molded nose wheel & leg. 
3. All the undercarriage doors complete with interior detail. 
4. The other main wheel and the exhaust nozzle for the lower engine.

The instructions consist of a simple 'blow-up' diagram of parts with the simple colour and markings notes. Decals are not provided but as the
markings only consisted of six red stars, obtaining them shouldn't be too difficult. A set of 1:72 scale drawings are included but the photocopying
of the accompanying photos is rather poor (mind you, the originals aren't brilliant!) Finally, there is a small sheet giving the type's history and
pertinent data. This is a very well produced kit of an important Soviet type and I am looking forward to building it. Unicraft are a limited run
manufacturer of resin kits and conversion sets. They specialize in the weird and unusual, check out their website at:
http://members.xoom.com/unimod/uni.htm. 

SOL's 1/48 Opel Blitz Fuel Truck: In Box Review.

From: Marc Bourque, courtesy RMS

Hello all, I just received in the mail today the aforementioned resin kit from Hobby-mnc in Korea, http://www.hobbymnc.com/main.htm . I was
presented with a well-packed box and proceeded to examine the contents. Included are four bags (packed one in the other) of resin, photoetch,
and wire plus an exploded view assembly diagram (which lacks any painting instructions, oh joy!). Upon examining the resin parts (and there are
a lot, 82 total) the quality of the castings struck me: crisp, clean, with minimal flash. The main parts are the truck cab, and three-part fuel tank
section. The main cab is molded with thin resin membranes you cut out for the windscreen area and the door areas, also the after fuel section
requires a plug to be cut out so the fuel pump can be assembled inside. An ingenious way to protect small delicate resin parts was to mold them
on a thin membrane in the recesses of the chassis frame. The completeness (is that a word?) of this kit is obvious when you see it includes such
details as a complete fuel pump assembly as previously stated, leaf springs for the suspension, spare tire with delicately molded rim, separate
tire rims for the front wheels, drive shaft assembly, completely detailed cab interior (though mine is missing the cab floor, I've e-mailed them, let
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you know how that works out) and other such details as positionable doors for the cab, fuel pump, and tool boxes (of which one door is out of
square). It even includes the fuel nozzle end for whatever subject you're refueling. The photoetched fret contains 17 pieces with such items as
windshield wipers, Opel Blitz grill logo, pedals, safety warning triangle, license plates etc. Also included are two resin figures one standing to
operate the pump, and the other kneeling to do the pumping, and accessories included are two 45Gal. drums, 3 jerry cans, a shovel, and a
pickaxe. Lastly they give you patterns for the cab windows and three lengths of wire: one copper, one solder, and one insulated for various
hoses, pipes, and shafts. I've not seen the FM Models offering, but I'm curious how this would stack up against it. All in all, it looks like a fine
little kit; it measures up at around 5" long when built. I plan to use mine as a C-Stoff or T-Stoff truck refueling a Me-163 Komet.
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Quad-City Scale Modeler Society 
Newsletter for August 2001

The Minutes of the Meeting: 
We had another fair turnout for a summer meeting. Tom Anderson made it back after a long absence, bringing a superb Desert Storm Challenger
model for show and tell. Most of the meeting was taken up with discussion of the National. For those of you that haven't heard it was big. With
something like 2,094 entries, it was just slightly smaller than Columbus in 1997, but in other areas may have been the biggest yet. Next year will
be in Virginia Beach and 2003 will be in Oklahoma City. Congrats to Oklahoma, and I'm sure that hey will do a great job, but I would have
rather gone to Dayton or even better, The Twin Cities. Unfortunately, I didn't have time to sit through all the bid presentations, but from what I
heard, OKC had a great proposal. Mike gave us a treasurers report, we have $1,226.01 in the account. Shawn Drovesky kindly donated a tape
called "How to build WWII aircraft models" to the club, narrated by some guy called Chuck Davenport. Anyone who want to borrow it can, if you
borrow it, please bring it to the next meeting for someone else to review. We received two boxes of Accurate Miniatures kits, P- 51B's and A-36's,
both bagged and boxed. They were sent by IPMS Lakes and Will Cook, the National convention organizing chapters. We can use these for our
show in March. Speaking of the show, we discussed buying the trophies early this year. We decided on 100 Silver, 30 Gold and 300 bronze,
using the same style as last years Silver trophies. Randy will get a bid from Quality Awards. I brought some extra copies of the convention
magazine for those members who could not make the trip and passed them out at the meeting. Alex has been out on the road again and will
drop off the kits to me that you guys ordered from him a few meetings back. I will try to bring them to the next meeting. I may not be able to
make all or part of the August meeting. It looks like I may be hired as the head soccer coach at the school, which means that I will be attending
the league rules meeting that Saturday. So one of you has to take good notes. The NIMO show is the Sunday following our meeting. It's always
a good time if any of you can make it.

The Dates: 
August 11: Chapter meeting

August 12 NIMO 8 Northern IL Modeler's Open hosted by C.A.R.S. in Miniature. McHenry County College Crystal Lake, IL. 
Contact Steve Jahnke 815-516-8551, http://cobraduece.com/nimo.com

September 8: Chapter meeting.

October 13: Chapter meeting.

November 10th: Chapter meeting. Road trip to Butch O'Hare?

Nov 10: 19th Annual Contest & Swap hosted by IPMS/Butch O'Hare, Darien, IL. Watch for details.

December 8: Chapter meeting and annual Christmas party. 2nd Annual "What if" contest.

January 12: Chapter meeting.

February 9: Chapter meeting.

March 9: Chapter meeting

March 30 2002:

The 7th Annual Quad Cities Scale Model Show. National Guard Armory, Milan, IL.

A Report from the Front:The 2001 IPMS Nationals 
Since any report I write would likely be biased, and since I never actually got to see all of it, I thought I would blatantly steal the report our new
Director of Local Chapters, Jack Kennedy, wrote for his Region I newsletter. So here it is, thanks Jack. I just got back from the IPMS/USA
Nationals in Chicago. This was really a big one. Everything went according to plan which is rare these days. The guys in Chicago did their
homework. Let me begin by telling you about the hotel. It was conveniently located next to the airport with a shuttle to and from it. It was a nice
hotel but very expensive. Everything was expensive. Across the street was the rail line into Chicago. I didn't get to go into the city but I heard it
was only about an hour by rail. By all accounts everyone that went to the city had a good time and raved about the restaurants. They had to be
better than the one in the hotel that was over priced. Registration went rapidly as they were prepared for the flood of modelers. The guys at the
registration were very helpful. The contest room was very big but the lighting was not the best. It wasn't the worst either. The vendor rooms were
great. For the first time in ages the vendors were giving stuff away. I couldn't believe the prices. There were 821 modelers entered in the contest
with 2092 entries. It almost beat the record of entries set in Columbus. I would have to say the quality of the models was above what I had seen
in a long time. At the judges meeting there were more judges than I have ever seen. The room was filled to overflowing. The usual cadre of
judges were in attendance in addition to many newcomers. This is a good sign as it shows an interest in judging and cuts down on the number of
complaints on the way it is handled. As Aris Pappas, Chairman of the National Contest Committee has always said "the best way to find out
about what is right and wrong about models is to be a judge". In the figure categories the trend seems to be going toward busts and sci-fi figures.
With the glut of busts on the market and the wide variety this is understandable. We had to split busts into two categories and Sci-fi/fantasy into

three. The smaller than 50mm figures are becoming more popular and the scratch built and conversions were more numerous than in the past. I
was very impressed with the entries in these areas. Mounted figures appear to be in a slump. Overall I was happy with the entries and the judging
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in the figure categories and not just because I won in them. The ship categories were more scarce than in the past. I wonder if it is because of
the location. The entries in this group were really terrific. Many sailing ships were entered and all were great. As usual, submarines were very
heavy. Most of them were about what we normally see with only a couple standing out from the rest. The best ship was a scratch built Japanese
Cruiser "Fuso" that had a hand carved wooden hull and a real wood planked deck in 1/700 scale. Science Fiction / Fantasy had a huge number
of entries. I really don't know what I am looking at in this area but it all looked good to me. I am always surprised at the precision with which they
are painted and weathered. I wouldn't want to judge this area but Mike Mackowski and his crew did a fine job. The car categories really
impressed me. In the 1/43 car area the entries were huge. I'm glad I didn't enter the closed wheel competition 1/43 cars because I would have
really been embarrassed. I did manage to win in the open wheel division though. The paint jobs on the cars is incredible. Guys were using metal
flake and iridescent paints that really looked great but I noticed that some were using Future floor wax to get the super high gloss clear coat.
From my experience I would stay away from that as it cracks and yellows over years. The best car was a very large sprint racer that was scratch
built. The modeler pounded brass sheets over a wooden buck for the body panels and machined every part. Everything worked on this and it
even had a real leather seat. It had to be seen to be believed. You will see it in the show issue of the Journal. In armor, I have not seen that
many entries ever. Even in the 1/72 - 1/76 classes there were a huge number of entries. Usually there are only about 4 or 5 entries in the smaller
armor classes but this year there were 20 and 30 in each one. I would say that the armor entries were outstanding in every way. With the
abundance of after market resin and photo-etched parts a modeler cannot hope to compete on a national level without them. The only hope is
to try for the out of box award. A couple of armor pieces were in contention for best armor but in the end it was Talal Schuman's 1/16 scratch
built Bradley that took the honors. The effort that went into this masterpiece had to be enormous. This was the finest armor entry I have ever
seen. Everything worked and fit properly and was weathered to the right degree. None of the judges could find a single thing wrong with it. Of
the aircraft categories the entries were enormous. In 1/48 single engine prop over 400 models were entered. This was broken into 11 splits. This
number is larger than most contests in the country including regionals. I'm glad I didn't have to judge in one of those. Even the 1/72 and 1/144
aircraft categories were full. Bi-planes seemed to increase in number. The 1/144 aircraft were well represented and all were wonderful. Unlike in
the past when there were a number of entries in all classes that were not of a super high quality, all in aircraft were this year. Maybe some
modelers feel that their models are not good enough to enter. This is wrong as the models are judged not to any standard but against those
entered at that time. As the lottery says, you can't win it if you are not in it. Scratch built aircraft were truly outstanding. I was impressed with a
1/24 scale scratch built X-15. I loved this piece but it only took a 3rd. I guess my old eyes aren't what they used to be. The piece that won best
aircraft was a lunar recovery vehicle that looked like a bed with a jut engine in 1/48 scale built by Ben Gunther. This was perfect in every way
with not one single thing out of place. This man is amazing with what he can do wi th just plans. This year dioramas were in a separate category.
In the past each major category had their own dioramas. Now dioramas are on their own. No more aircraft dioramas, or figure dioramas or armor
dioramas. This is an idea that was a long time in the making. It works beautifully. The new head judge in the dioramas is Bill Devins. In the past
the figure vignette category only had a few not very exciting entries. Logically I decided to enter that area, being the award hound that I am.
You would not believe the number of guys that had the same idea. There must have been 30 entries. Needless to say I was soundly trounced.
The ideas expressed were great. I hope the Journal does them justice with the pictures. All the dioramas were wonderful and some were huge.
The people's most popular was a giant sub pen with three 1/350 U-boats. The best diorama was an scene of a German Elephant running over a
motorcycle with the motorcycle rider being restrained from attacking the tank commander. The idea was terrific and executed perfectly. Group
entries were numerous as were collections. They sure used up a lot of table space. I thought they were all fine and it was good to see chapter
getting their members together to put on a group entry. The winner in the group entries was a German village that was about 4 X 8 entered by
the North Central Texas chapter. The same guys that hosted last year's Nat's. Now they have time to build. The triathlon was a big success as it
was when it was introduced last year. The winner had three scratch built entries. Humor had a lot of entries but I didn't see humor in a few of
them. Maybe I just didn't get it. Juniors were well represented. The work of the older juniors was great and one fellow managed to really clean
up. We in the contest committee are reworking the contest categories to give the younger members a better shot at winning. More on this later.
The best of awards will have to be posted in the Journal as I didn't record them. At the award dinner the slide show went off without a hitch. They
even showed the slides from last year as it didn't work in Dallas. Bill Devins and Aris Pappas did their usual fine job of announcing the awards. As
we started last year, after all the categories were judged, the head judges took the best of 's and picked a judge's best of show. This year it was
the very fine Bradley of Talal Schuman. It was a tough call as many were in contention. One thing that I found disturbing was that many
modelers left with their models early on Sat. so that many of the winners could not be seen after the awards were announced. This is wrong. We
as judges stay in our contest area on Sat to answer any questions that may arise about judging and I feel that the models should stay as well. As
for the business of IPMS I attended meetings the whole time. All were constructive. I got to work with Ralph Forehand and Mary Jane at the
IPMS table and got to know Dave Morrissette and Ed Kinney better. Mary Jane is the IPMS office Manager and Ed Kinney is her husband and
treasurer of IPMS. Ralph Forehand is the IPMS webmaster and Dave Morrissette is the present DLC and will be the next Pres. of IPMS. I am
taking over his job when the elections take place. All the officers are running unopposed. When you got your last Journal you were asked to vote
on a constitutional amendment. Up until the last minute we didn't have enough votes for it to pass. We needed 15%. We finally got it on the last
day. I urge you all to vote on anything in IPMS. It is important to show you care. The first meeting I attended was the regional coordinator's
meeting. We discussed the results of the survey that was sent to you with the rechartering notice. The results will be in a future Journal in a
column by Dave Morrissette. It is encouraging to note that of the 211 chapters currently chartered 120 responded to the survey. Another item
discussed was the re zoning of the regions to make another region. The central problem in all the regions is the lack of sponsorship for the shows
and some chapters lose money each year when they run their show. This is wrong. We are looking into ways to ease this problem. One of the
things we discussed was having a central supplier for awards that would give us a break and have them at a lower cost than many chapters are
paying now. Awards are the single most expensive item for hosting a show and not getting support for them can bury a chapter. More will be
written on the RC meeting as I get my report from Dave. The next meeting I found really helpful. It was the webmasters meeting. At the meeting
a few experts told us how to set up a data base for contests using Access. This is a wonderful program to use for registration, categories, mailings
and contest results. I have it on a disc and will send it to any chapter wishing to use it for an IPMS (only) show. I also found out about using File
Maker Pro 5 for my database for IPM. I will be using it for membership, chapters, charter renewals, etc. in the job as DLC. Ralph said that he
would be giving me a hand with it as will MJ and Dave. At the Contest committee meeting we discussed the cover rule and as it stands, models
under a cover will not be judged unless prior approval is obtained and is in writhing on the entry form signed by the head judge. Boxed dioramas
are the exception. We will be splitting the junior entries into those 12 years and younger and those between 12 and 18. This is to give the really
juniors entrants a better shot and thereby encouraging them. Censorship reared it's ugly head just before this National. It seems that someone in
North Carolina had attended an IPMS sanctioned show and in it were a couple of nude figures. This fellow informed IPMS that he had many
friends in the media that would bring discredit to IPMS and also legal action against IPMS as there are laws against nudity in that state.
IPMS/USA consulted their attorney to find out the solution to this problem. The attorney reviewed this and said that each state has it's own laws
and that if we fought this in court we could probably win, it wouldn't be worth it as this individual would pursue it in the media an really bring us



The Minutes of the Meeting:

3 of 5

down. As a result we are telling each chapter to do what we did in Chicago. We set up a closed off area to have these pieces and put up a sign
"Danger High Voltage". This is better than saying "Adults Only" which would attract everyone. The pieces were judged, just not on public
display. We were reminded by the Exec Board of IPMS that the society is a family oriented one to attract the youth into this fine hobby. The last
thing we need is to have our fine name dragged through the mud. Please keep this in mind when you host your own shows. This decision is over
and above the usual good taste/ bad taste judgments. More things came out of the contest committee meeting that I will allow Aris to give you
in his committee article in the Journal. The last meeting I went to was the IPMS business meeting. IPMS is in good shape. Financially, the
society is doing well. In the make & take budget there is $3280 left for the 2001 year. The bad news is that the IMMA (Modeling industry ) that
gives us the $5000.- grant is in financial trouble. We may not get this money in the future to host the youth programs. The cost of hosting the
Make & Take is $1.50 per child. We have to find a way to fund this if we don't get the grant again. Denny Adams the Youth co-ordinator came up
with a suggestion to tack on an additional $5.00 on to the rechartering fee. Another idea of his is to have a voluntary donation of $1.- by
members when they renew their membership. Another idea that was discussed was having membership renewal by credit card and e-mail. About
20% of the members are registered with IPMS with their e-mail address. I would urge all members to contact the IPMS office and give them your
e-mail address as much of the IPMS business will be done through this method. IPMS will not sell or give your e-mail address to anyone. It
cannot by the constitution. Dave Morrissette reported that we had 235 chapters charted. In 2000 we lost 14 and gained 14. The main reason for
losing chapters or for having chapters with difficulty in renewing is that they cannot find five members in IPMS/USA. In 2001 we have 199
charted with 12 with problems 9 lost and 19 not responding. I find this a disgrace. Of the 211 now 78 have had issues. The hobby industry in the
USA is in trouble. Revell Monogram is for sale. AMT/ERTL is selling it's plastics division. Accurate Miniatures is no more. Testors/Lindberg is up
for sale. The profit margin is down to 7% and the cost of tooling takes up to two years to recoup. All the model manufacturing is going to China
and the Eastern Bloc European countries. Just look at the Squadron catalog and see how many kits are from the US and compare this to those
from China, Poland, Czech Republic and the other Eastern Bloc countries. We are losing out in a big way. Ralph Forehand reported that we
have been on line for 5 years. He said that 50 % of the chapters have a web page and 200 chapter contacts use e-mail. This is a big plus as it
will make my job easier when I have to contact a chapter. It will also make the RC's job easier because they can send their regional newsletters
via the net. At present there are 400 plus modeling links in addition to IPMS. As we have just seen IPMS can now use on line voting. When
reporting on the Journal it was noted that the cost in 1991 was $1.23 per copy not including postage. In 1996 the cost was $1.51 per copy and in
2000 the cost was $1.82.In 2000 32,400 copies were mailed out. Eighty-five % of the dues goes for the Journal. This is the reason for the
increase in dues from $19.- to $21.-. This is the first increase in about 15 years. All in all that is not bad. In the next year the E-Board will be
implementing on line credit card renewals. The chartering year will go from Oct. to Dec. Contest Programs will become available as I have
stated before. We will be forming a Nat's Contest Co-ordinating committee to help chapters when making bids to host a National Convention. To
keep the cost of award packages for the National convention down we will be trying to have a standard award package that may be modified for
each host ant a considerable savings over today's cost. As I have stated before we will be extending the junior categories for the National
Convention. The new E-Board has a lot of ideas that we will be running past you. We still need input from you. After all it is your society too. The
last thing I wish to report is the specials. The IPMS Chapter of the Year for 2000-2001 is IPMS Spartanburg. I am proud to announce that the
newsletter of the year went to our own region's IPMS/Toronto. They really earned it. It is the best publication I have ever seen from a chapter.
The last thing I want to report is that the 2002 National Convention will be held in Virginia Beach as it was a few years ago. It was great then
and should only be better in 2002. The date is July 31 thru August 3. For 2003 we are going to Oklahoma City, Ok.

Vintage Plastic Review - Testors IMSA Mustang 
Courtesy of the GTR Nesletter 
Kit Subject: Mustang Cobra II 
Manufacturer: Testors 
Kit Number: 394 
Scale: 1/24 
Reviewed by by Chuck Herrmann 
In the early 70's IMSA initiated a new GT category, for American cars. Similar to Trans-Am, but with more body modifications (the exaggerated
wheel flares which became known as "IMSA flares"). This Mustang Cobra was developed and campaigned by Charlie Kemp, powered by a 351
Ford V8 prepared by Jack Roush. This kit, with tooling originally by Fujumi, this version released by Testors came in one of those long flat yellow
boxes. The kit was molded in white (most body components) and black. It is somewhat simplified in design, as it originally was a motorized kit (no
motor was included in this release). There is a one piece body, that snaps onto a simple chassis (complete with a removable cover for the battery
compartment and a slot for the speed control) and a free rolling, steerable suspension design. It is a curbside, no engine. I am not a big Ford fan
but I had wanted this kit since it was a road racing subject, particularly from an IMSA series. So when I had a chance to get one at a local club
auction I did. It turns out it was already started, with the body polished and a nice job of Bare Metal foil applied on the window frames. So I
decided to leave the white plastic (the real car was white) and just removed a few more seams and polished it out with Bare Metal polish. I
highlighted the hood louvers and door lines with a dark wash. The body features several other molded in details, such as the hood scoop and
hood latches. The wipers are molded into the window frames. The rear spoiler is molded on. There is a choice of clear plastic headlights of black
covers, and clear taillights that required painting red. The clear windshield is a one piece unit that goes on from the inside. The large side
mounted exhaust pipes need filling and sanding before painting. The decals on my examples did not all survive being dipped in water (I would
guess this kit was about twenty years old) . The blue racing stripe, the numbers and roundels especially broke up, so I used some other black
numbers (#21) . Some of the sponsor decals also broke up, but I was able to find some replacements. Altogether I think I captured the look of the
original, if not the exact replica. The interior is also somewhat simple, with the rear seat area filled in where the electric motor would be
positioned. There is a partial roll cage, a dash with the gauge detail molded in (you need to paint the gauges), a fire extinguisher and some
electrical boxes and wiring molded onto the floorboard, a gear shift and one racing seat with molded in seat belts. I painted the seat gray,
painted the belts red. The wheels are BBS wire style, they come unplated so I used aluminum with a black wash to give depth to the spoke
details. The rubber tires come with raised Goodyear lettering. While not a great kit, and somewhat toylike, this vintage kit can be made into a
decent shelf model of an interesting vintage IMSA racer.

The Region V Coordinators Report (tm) 
Hi Guyz, 
Not much poop going on other than what I already told you. As you know, the last second push for the Constitution thing passed. Details will
follow in a future edition of the JOURNAL. For the most part, it is a GOOD THING! We have two lost Chapters in Region 5. I'm still looking for
IPMS Land of Lincoln or Rock Valley Kitbashers reps........this despite further phone calls............I can only assume of their demise, but I'd rather
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have it come from "official sources." In the DATES section, I've added info on Virginia Beach. See the ulr for the website for all information.
PLEASE continue to support and push IPMS membership in your Chapter. WE NEEDY!!!!!!!! This year, in September, all Chapter Contacts will
be getting the recharter notice. This is three months early but will remain like this from now on. It's ABOUT TIME!!!! Have your $10 ready and
PLEASE put in a little extra for the Junior Make and Take Program. Chances are we will no longer see any seed money from IMMA because of
all of the nutzo things going on in the Hobby Industry. Please contact me for info on making a Chapter donation to the Juniors. I'll put you in
direct contact with DA MAN, Denny Adams.................who has done a hellofa job with this program!!!! Your support will be truly appreciated.
Thank you for all the kind words and messages about the Convention. A report will be out to IPMS soon. And to dispel any anticipated
rumors............yes, it was in the BLACK by a large margin. THANK YOU for all of your support! There will be a decision about "Adult Models"
coming up from the e-board. Yes, I know all the arguments..........so spare me the e-mails...........it's what happens when some guy gets his jollies
over causing a ruckus that affects us all. Thank you for your cooperation with this "stance" or "policy" when it reaches you. Remember, this is a
family Hobby. That's it for now................iffa ya needy...........lemme know!!! If for ANY reason the information in the DATES is wrong..........get it
to my attention ASAP!!! I just got the Region 6 Newsletter from Penny...............it's big..........real big.........I'll be in the can for at least an hour!!!!
LOVE YA Penny. But, who loves you???????? Why I do you Goose!!!!! JB.....your Rockin' RC P.S. I can't wait for the Region Five Convention in
St. Louis next year!!! I'm even building a model to enter! Make sure to sponsor an awards package! THANK YOU GATEWAY!!! Well, it's
August..........and it's time for me to start the ramble/tree shaking for bidding on the 2003 Region 5 Convention. Bids must be in to me by April 1,
2002. Contact me for further details. (The same applies to the "Gil Godfrey Memorial Chapter of the Year" and "Region Five Man of the Year.")

Review - Trumpeter M-1A2 Abrams 
By Cookie Sewll, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: Trumpeter 1/35 Armoured Vehicle Series No. 00337; M1A2 Abrams; 333 parts (300 
in tan styrene, 18 vinyl caps, 12 acetate windows, 2 vinyl tracks, 1 section nylon screening); price $15-20. 
Advantages: Nicely done kit of the late model Abrams; offers choice of either "link and length" styrene tracks or one-piece vinyl; panels removed
for display of either magazine section or engine bay. 
Disadvantages: Much of kit based on DML M-1A2 kit. 
Rating: Recommended. 
Recommendation: To fans of modern US and Middle Eastern armor. 
F I R S T L O O K: 
Okay, most people know by now that I have been more than a bit suspicious of Trumpeter and any other products from Wasan Plastic Company
out of China. Their unabashed copy of the Tamiya T-72M1 kit was inexcusable for its cloning as it was for the poor job they did of it. Now along
comes only the second M-1A2 kit and it invites immediate comparison with the DML version. Surprise. While this kit is obviously based on the
DML one, it has many major differences which shows someone is doing their homework and also reading kit reviews of past products. It comes
with a hull which is just off motorization duty with keyhole notches at the rear and an adjustment screw mount and knock-out for the on-off switch
at the front. However, solid styrene drive plugs are included as well as one for the screw mount. The Trumpeter kit also has separate road wheel
arms and other differences in the hull from either the Tamiya M-1 hull (as used with their A1 as well) or DML. There are some dimensional
differences but without super-accurate plans it will be hard to tell which is correct. Trumpeter seems to have tried to go DML one better at each
step of the way. Whereas the DML A2 has a separate rear engine deck, Trumpeter provide that as well as separate rear access panels and hinges.
They also have a separate lid for the OVM stowage bin on the right side of the hull. DML provides sections of the armored skirts which can be
posed in the open position; Trumpeter provides separate panels for the entire skirt, plus separate fender tips. DML provides separate blow-off
panels for the turret, as does Trumpeter; but Trumpeter provide the side rails and rack assembles as three unitary parts vice the separate rails
from the DML kit which are difficult to clean up without breaking. (They also appear overscale, but this is a good thing for younger modelers or
those who don't want to fool with fragile or obnoxious bits.) There are a few glaring errors on the Trumpeter kit. One of them is the physical
enshrinement of ejection pin marks as part of the track. Whereas the ones on the styrene track are similar to those on the DML one, Trumpeter
also enhanced them on each shoe of the vinyl track, making them just about useless to any scale modeler! As they are on the inside face, most
people who want to use them probably won't care anyway and use them as is. Trumpeter do some things better on the suspension such as
include the old safety rings for the drivers (probably for an as yet unreleased M-1 version) but then use the old-fashioned external push caps to
mount the wheels on the axles. The hull is also supposed to fasten together with the old motorized kit solution of vinyl tubes and rear lip fittings.
No current equipment for a service issue M-1A2 is included, such as the IR reflective panels or IFF equipment which goes on the rear of the
turret. However, there are a lot of little differences between the DML kit and this one. It appears to use an updated or more accurate set of
information, and sections such as the commander's station and CITV "top hat" show that they have been brought in line with current vehicle as
opposed to criticism the DML one received for shape errors in those areas. But then again, Trumpeter use acetate windows for all of the viewers
and ports in the vehicle, which are difficult to install and make finishing difficult as they are supposed to be installed during assembly from the
inside, not the outside. The Trumpeter kit also includes two figures a full figure of the tank commander and a half-figure of the driver wearing a
scarf and both of these would appear to be direct clones of Tamiya figures, albeit presentable ones rather than the awful one from the T-72M1.
One set of markings is included for the demonstration team with the 194th Armored Brigade, which used to be the "schoolhouse" brigade at Fort
Knox before reflagging of units began some years ago. The only US units currently using the A2 in large numbers are at Fort Hood, and the 4th
Infantry Division is the Force XXI digital testbed unit for "Army After Next" as well, so it is surprising these markings are not included. Overall, this
model shows that Trumpeter doesn't have to faithfully clone other manufacturers' kits to get the job done, and that they can turn out a reasonably
nice product when they want to. They obviously do read kit reviews and also pick up resin kits which correct other kits' errors and then incorporate
them into their own kits. That's not the best way to do research, but it does show that there is hope for them to bring their armor up in line with
their aircraft kits.

In-box review: Mach 2 PBM  
By Mark Schynert, courtesy RMS 
I just received the Mach 2 PBM Mariner in 1/72 in the mail today. A couple of prefatory comments: (1) My evaluation of the kit is without regard
to dry-fitting, nor have I yet spent the time to check accuracy detail. This is strictly an evaluation of what can be seen by examining the parts,
decals, etc. (2) My comments, to the extent they compliment or disparage the kit, should be taken in the context of a limited-run injection kit. I
am not comparing this kit to anything Tamiya has done in the last twenty years. So if I think something is bad, that is in terms of what one would
expect from a limited-run kit. Likewise, adulation must be kept in context. Expect a lot of flash. I built the Mach 2 Dornier Do 26 about three years
ago, so I must admit to some trepidation when I decided to get the Mariner kit. The Do 26 was a fairly accurate kit in outline, but it took between
150 and 200 hours to build, and had some abysmal qualities, including scabrous areas on the surfaces, hideously bad injected transparencies,
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poor fit, questionable engineering, many defective small parts, and misinformative instructions. The good news is that this kit may be better--or at
least, so I'm led to believe from what I see in the box. The kit as issued by Mach 2 consists of three large and two smaller sprues of gray plastic,
comprising over a hundred parts; a sprue of about twenty nominally clear plastic pieces, including the cockpit canopy and three gun turrets; a
decal sheet for two USN aircraft, plus a serial number for an RAF Coastal Command Mariner; and a small instruction sheet. The kit offers
alternative engine nacelles and radomes for the PBM-3 and the PBM-5, and beaching gear. Large parts: The hull has some nice engraved
detail, and is mostly free of the scabby surface marring I encountered with the Do 26; there are a few spots, easily cleaned up. The wings are
also provided with engraved detail, but the few scabby areas (underside of the wings only) are more problematic as they obliterate detail.
Fortunately, it is not symmetrical, so one can figure out what to replace based on the mate. However, the starboard underside wing also has
some wavy distortions in the surface right around one of the scabs; this is minor enough that I think it will sand out, but it may militate against
any kind of a gloss finish. The top of the stabilizer is one piece, establishing the dihedral rather nicely. The fins/rudders look okay. Small parts:
The small parts are for the most part executed far better than with the Do 26. The propellers in particular are a vast improvement, though they
will still require clean-up, and some may prefer aftermarket replacement. The machine guns are the worst, being nothing more than badly-done
bits of .010 rod, but this is no big deal to replace. An antenna also looks unusable. The interior is a bit above rudimentary, with instrument panel,
control wheels, bulkheads and four seats; it should offer the basis for a more detailed cockpit. Ditto the turret innards. 'Clear' parts: These are
pretty poor. I think the canopy is usable, though I'm concerned the frames are too thick. The nose turret glazing also looks to be usable, but the
dorsal and tail turrets are merely translucent, and otherwise unconvincing. I will have to look through the Falcon Clear-Vax sets to see if there are
reasonable substitute turrets, because I don't think these can be salvaged. The various small clear pieces are probably not worth using; it would
be easier to use clear epoxy resin, clear decal film, or Kristal Kleer. Decals: They don't look bad. The insignia blue looks right, and likewise the
red; propeller decals are provided. I don't see any registration problems. They look to be on the thick side. If you are interested in the RAF
version, Mach 2 wants you to find your own roundels and fin flashes, though they do give specifications in the instructions. Instructions: The
assembly portion is mostly simple diagrams, and except for the cryptic admonition to 'reduce' a part (how exactly is not specified), it looks
straightforward. The parts in the diagrams do appear to match parts on the sprues! The markings portion gives details for the three aircraft noted
before, and also appears straightforward. Overall, this looks to be much better than a vacuform. Apart from the waviness in one wing panel noted
above, all the parts appear to without warping, torquing or short shots. Both fuselage halves measure to the same length and maximum hull
depth (something I've learned not to assume!), and the wing pieces appear to be mirror images of their opposite-side counterparts, apart from the
defects noted above. In short, it appears to be a buildable PBM in 1/72, the only one on the market right now. If you are interested in the kit,
seriously consider purchasing it from Hannants. They were charging ?29.36 to US customers when last I checked, which comes out to about
US$41.40, or about 2/3 the price of the recently reduced offering price by Squadron. Additionally, Hannants is offering a supplementary decal
sheet with the complete RAF markings missing from the stock kit, and a third USN ship as well, at no additional charge.

A Plea from Da Boss: 
Guys, I need more articles. Right now we are surviving on the charity of others, I know you guys have been building stuff, you keep bringing it to
the meetings. It looks good to. How about some trip reports, build articles or research. Even some tasteful jokes would be nice. So think about it
and send your stuff to me at grbroman@aol.com. Word, WordPerfect or ASCII DOS text is fine, even better, just paste it into the body of an email
message. Or, as usual, hand written typed or what not handed in at the meetings are fine. As most of you know, my stuff is written using crayon as
they don't let us have anything sharper here at Happy Valley.
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September 2001 Newsletter

of the Quad-Cities Scale Modeler Society
Meeting Minutes: 
There aren't a whole lot of minutes, and hopefully Mike can fill this space in as I had to leave the 
meeting early and return late. Randy got an estimate for our awards, the total cots was around 
$1,420, so we are going to have to rethink our plan. We can talk about it next meeting. Anyway, 
Mike this space is all yours, take it away.

The Dates: 
September 8: Chapter meeting. 
October 13: Chapter meeting. 
November 10th: Chapter meeting. Road trip to Butch O'Hare? 
Nov 10: 19th Annual Contest & Swap hosted by IPMS/Butch O'Hare, Darien, IL. Watch for 
details. 
December 8: Chapter meeting and annual Christmas party. 2nd Annual "What if" contest. 
January 12: Chapter meeting. 
February 9: Chapter meeting. 
March 9: Chapter meeting 
March 30 2002: The 7th Annual Quad Cities Scale Model Show. National Guard Armory, Milan, 
Il. 
April 13: IPMS/Plastic Surgeons, Contact: Greg Metge, 817 Grand Avenue, West Des Moines, 
IA 50265 or: GMGHA@aol.com 
May 3-4: IPMS REGION 5 CONVENTION Hosted by IPMS/Gateway at May Community 
Center (located at DePaul Hospital, Bridgeton, MO.) Contact: Mike George, 
ontrak33@aol.com. HOTEL INFORMATION: Knights Inn 314-291-8545, Motel 6 
314-291-6100, Ramada Inn 314-291-5100, Super 8 314-291-8845.

New Ship Detailing Sets: 
Toms Modelworks (tomsmodelworks@worldnet.att.net) 
Subject: Toms 1/350 Arizona set 
Now that the Banner Arizona kit is available we have started shipping our brass detail set. Set 
3528 is available at $20. It contains parts for the 41 Arizona only, cranes, catapults, flag booms 
and more. The rails have been designed to fit the kits individual parts, decks, bridge levels, 
platforms etc. the rails designed to fit the a specific place and part on the kit. By doing the rails in 
this manor, the rail stanchions will fall in the right place to eliminate piecing rails together. My 
web site: www.tomsmodelworks.com will have the set up by the end of the week. Any set 
purchased directly for us will also contain a small resin parts set with over 50 small detailing parts 
(skylights, raised deck hatches, equipment lockers, chocks etc.) that can be simply glued to the kit 
to add missing detail. We will also be offering additional conversion kits for the Banner Arizona 
that have been designed to either improve or add missing detail. We hope to have all these 
conversion sets available by the end of the month.

Vintage Kit Review: Heavy Metal 1/43 White Metal Lancia Stratos Rally Car 
Reviewed by Chuck Herrmann, Courtesy GTE Newsletter 
Manufacturer: Solido 
Kit Number: 73 Scale: 1/43 
White metal is a modeling medium I had not tired prior to building this model. Several years ago 
at the Strictly 43rd event I picked up a nice Porsche 936 kit in white metal, but have hesitated to 
build it. At this years show I saw a pile of Solido white metal kits for $5, so I picked out this 
Lancia to use for practice. The Lancia Stratos was used in rallying during the late 1970's. This kit 
contains decals for three versions, Monte Carlo 1977 and 1978, also Acropolis 1978. The kit is 
marked as 1980, so it is over twenty years old. Solido products (from France) are probably 
towards the lower end of the 1/43 market in terms of quality. This kit is among a series that 
appears to be aimed at the mass market, based on it packaging and also by the lack of 
photoetched parts. Some of the assembly steps seemed toylike, such as the body and chassis 
being held together by the pushing in of the front grille. However, once I started the kit I decided 
it might turn out okay, so rather than just practice on the metal body I went all the way and was 
satisfied with the end product. The design of the kit is similar to most resin 1/43 kits: a one piece 
body, a simple chassis with metal axles and an interior that builds up off the chassis floor. The 
most obvious difference is the cast white metal body. It is not quite as crisp as resin, but the mold 
lines were nothing excessive. I used a combination of files, emory cloth and sandpaper and was 
able to get the body smooth enough. The molded on headlight housings were a problem to sand 
around, as metal is a bit tougher to sand than plastic, especially in a small opening. After sanding 
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I washed the metal body in lacquer thinner to remove any remaining release agent. The add-on 
body components, such as the rear window louvers/air foil assembly, are molded in plastic, which 
was actually a flexible, rubbery texture which did not sand well. But it did bend to fit into the slots 
and openings to secure it in place. The body was primed in Testors Boyd's enamel White primer, 
then the final color coat was Boyd's White. The chassis pan also had to be painted white to 
match, since the sides wrap around to meet the body. The interior is rather simple, the dash is 
molded onto the seat/console and folds into place (similar to Maisto or Burago disassembled 
diecast kits). There are no side panels but since the interior is black they aren't noticed once it is 
painted. I made some belts (none included) from foil and a fire extinguisher from sprue and pins to 
add some details to the interior. The tires are hard black plastic, not rubber or vinyl but once 
sanded did not look too bad. They are slick, but the Monte Carlo rally is run on tarmac (asphalt) 
so they don't use off road tires. Unlike premium resin kits which have turned aluminum wheels 
and photoetched wheels, these wheels are yellow plastic, I painted them gold and after a wash 
they came out okay. I added sidewall Pirelli lettering from an aftermarket sheet. One favorable 
feature of being a mass market kit is that the glass is injection molded plastic, not vacform! And 
the windshield fit snugly. It did feature a tiny molded o wiper which I scraped off and polished out 
the window. I added an aftermarket photoetched wiper. The decal sheet was first rate. My 
original intent was to do the BIC car from the 1978 Acropolis event, however due to age some 
of the decals let me down, especially the large pieces over the contours. So I tried the red and 
green Alitalia markings from the 77 Monte Carlo rally (fortunately all three variants have a white 
base color) and most of these worked, once carefully applied. They would not snuggle in over the 
rear window louvers, so I painted that black, not authentic but who knows and it looks good. 
Some Solvaset helped the decals fit into the front hood louvers, the air foil and other curves. A 
final coat of Tamiya clear gloss lacquer sealed them on, however next time I will airbrush rather 
than shoot a 1/43 car straight from the rattle can. A little weathering (it is a rally car) and I was 
pleased with the final results, from what I anticipated would be a toylke little kit.

Review - Zvezda T-26 Model 1932 
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS

Kit: Zvezda 1/35 Scale Kit No. 3542; Soviet Light Tank T-26 Model of 1932; 181 parts (177 in 
light green styrene, 4 silver vinyl track sections); price $15-20. 
Advantages: Very nice kit of this subject; accurate in profile and shape. 
Disadvantages: Legendary too tight tracks make after-market track sets not an option. 
Rating: Recommended. 
Recommendation: For all Soviet and many third-world armor modelers. 
F I R S T L O O K: 
When Vickers created the Six Ton Tank in 1930, little did they realize it would eventually go on 
to be the most produced Soviet tank of the pre-war era. The same Soviet buying commission 
which purchased the Christie Model 1931 tank from the US also visited and purchased a Vickers 
Six Tonner in the same year. While the Soviets contracted for 15 of the tanks, what they got 
were two complete tanks and two without turrets and armament, along with the working 
drawings of the vehicle. The Soviets worked on getting the tank into production in 1931, and in 
early 1932 began series production of an identical copy with only a few exceptions for Soviet 
conditions. The Vickers .303 machine guns with armored jackets were replaced by DT machine 
guns in simple ball mounts. For increased firepower, a corresponding model was created which 
replaced the DT in the right turret with a 37mm B-3 tank cannon (similar to the Hotchkiss in the 
Renault FT). Both tanks were produced as what was variably called the Model 1931 or Model 
1932, subdivided as "Machine Gun" or "Cannon-and-Machine-Gun" versions. 1,617 of these 
tanks were produced before production switched to the more common T-26 Model 1933 with a 
45mm gun in a single, larger two-man turret. They were also used to create the KhT-26 smoke 
laying and OT-130 flamethrower tanks. Radio equipped models were suffixed as "RT". Zvezda 
has redone the molds used to produce their very nice T-26 Model 1933 to produce the Model 
1932. There is a new upper hull sprue and two smaller sprues, each with a small turret of 12 
pieces on the sprue. The small turrets can be built as either machine gun (with parts 5, 6, and 7) or 
as the cannon armed one (with parts 9, 10, 11 and 12). Separate hatches are included. The model 
is not bad as is and the hull and suspension go together very well. What does NOT go together 
well are the tracks, which if installed per the kit's instructions will snap. The only trick to getting 
them to install at all is to rotate the tension adjustment on the idler mount (parts B9 and B10) so 
the axle is as far forward as possible, placing them in the "as new" position. Leave the drivers off 
and only install them with the tracks in place. With luck and a good seal between the track 
sections, it MAY work. If not, you will have to pick up a set of after-market tracks. The kit was 
designed to go with the Armada book on the tank (Armada #20) and even went so far as to swipe 
the artwork for the kit box from the cover of the book! This book is very handy to have to go 
with the model, as it provides seven different color and marking schemes (the model comes with 
but one, the one on the book cover) including an attractive multi-color scheme in dark green, 
brown, ochre, and sand. Overall the kit is pretty good value, as it can be found for as little as $15 
in the US.

Review - Fingerprint Designs Decal Sheets 
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By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Fingerprint Designs Waterslide Decal Sheets 
No. FPD 35/010; U.S. Internal Stenciling 1940s/50s; over 200 items on sheet; 4.95 Pounds 
(approximately $7.15) in 1/35 scale 
No. FPD 35/011; German Miscellaneous Markings 1939-1945; approximately 150 subjects on 
sheet; price 4.95 Pounds (approximately $7.15) in 1/35. 
No. FPD 35/012; German Vehicle Crosses 1939-1945; approximately 100 subjects on sheet; price 
4.95 Pounds ($7.15) in 1/35 scale. 
Advantages: Clear, clean, crisp renderings of their subjects; first two cover unique subjects not 
found elsewhere. 
Disadvantages: No known US supplier; manufacturer does not take credit cards at this writing. 
Rating: Highly Recommended. 
Recommendation: For all US vehicles in the late-war and early postwar period; for all German 
vehicles. 
As models get more and more sophisticated, so do modelers. This means that things have to be 
precise and that all of the things we expect to see on a vehicle in 1/1 scale are there in 1/35 or 
even 1/76. As such, in recent years there has been an explosion in the area of detail sets, but decal 
sheets for armored vehicles are still someone on the scarce side. As a result, many small 
manufacturers have popped up to cover the gap. Fingerprint Designs is one of those, and it has a 
growing line of products oriented on the two most popular scales of armor modeling in England 
1/35 and 1/76. I received three of their 1/35 sheets and two of their 1/76 sheets for review; while I 
am doing their 1/35 sheets, noted modeler and IPMS National Contest head armor judge Art 
Gerber is going to review the 1/76 sheets. All three sheets are well done in the familiar and more 
popular multi-color pre-printed format; most armor modelers have never liked the "decal on 
decal" assembly favored by many aircraft modelers. The US one and the German miscellaneous 
come in three color offset printed style; on all these sheets, registration was excellent. The US 
sheet covers a number of generic decals used on WWII era tanks to mark internal stowage of 
equipment and items inside the vehicle; based on the subject text, most of them appear to be 
aimed at either the M8 armored car or the M20 armored utility car, but they are generic enough to 
fit most vehicle up through the mid 1950s. The stowage labels include normal items such as 
weapons, canteens, ammunition, spare vision blocks, and the like. They also include first aid kit lid 
labels, fire extinguisher labels, and medic decals. Also provided are some external stencils for 
"sling here" and tire pressure. A variety of data plates and dashboard panels is included, including 
shift patterns, electrical system warnings, and also a nearly complete set of gauges for US 
vehicles. Lastly, and for M8 modelers who have held off, FPD provides the internal azimuth 
clock markings for the Tamiya or Italeri M8 armored car kits. These go on the top of the turret 
ring inside the turret and are used to point the gun when the commander is providing directions to 
the gunner. The German sheets is similar, but not as varied. It provides shipping data markings 
for either a generic vehicle (i.e. without data) or for specific vehicles such as Sd.Kfz. 251 
halftrack variants. Also supplied are German convoy warning markings, such as speed and 
standoff labels. Specific markings for Panther cleaning tube cases are provided, along with 
hydraulic fluid identification labels, drivers' school markings, flammable warnings, air 
identification swastikas, and field post stamps for documents and mail. The last sheet provides 10 
generic cross types for German armored vehicles. Since in this case they are printed separately 
(e.g. black and white colors) a total of 20 different marking styles can be created from this sheet. 
Overall, the quality is very high, and if you get close enough you can read most of the US decal 
markings with the naked eye. The instruments are hard to define, and I do wish in the future FPD 
gives a key to which is which and where they go on a dashboard; the same goes with the 
dashboard panels and warnings. Once you really bear down on them with a loupe, they are not 
quite as sharp as the printing used by Archer Fine Transfers, which is the leader right now in 
armor marking sheets, but many modelers will be happy to have a waterslide product to use. 
However, the main problem with these markings (until a US supplier is found) will be getting 
them. Fingerprint Designs does not take credit cards. To order from them, one has to tally up the 
total of the order, add 5 Pounds for conversion factors, and multiply by 5% to estimate the 
postage. For American customers, this will entail a money order. Fingerprint Designs, Belmont 
House, 22 Kent Road, Birkdale, Southport, PR8 4BJ, England. E-mail address is 
fingerprintdesigns@supanet.com, and their web site is 
http://www.fingerprintdesigns.supanet.com. Thanks to Paddy from FPD for the review samples. 
Editorial Note: I have these sheets and they are great. They can be purchased from M&Models in 
Chicago. By the way, I helped research the internal markings for the US set.

1/32 Tamiya A6M5 Zero Fighter Review 
By Phil Houseknecht, courtesy RMS 
I am stationed overseas in Japan and I just picked up the Tamiya Zero 52 in 1/32 scale. I've been 
reading about how it's suggested retail price is $99 in the states and I wanted to see if it is worth 
it. Here it is 6800 Yen (about $55.30 @ 123 Yen = $1) which is still rather high for a model kit 
(The Tamiya 1/32 scale Phantoms were actually cheaper in the states because of the ruckus from 
prospective customers...hint...hint). I haven't built it yet, but I wanted to give you my first 
impressions. Anyway, the kit has to be seen to be believed. Details and options include (where 
do I start?): 
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1. Display Stand - optional, but it is there. Includes Photoetch nameplate for the model. The kit 
can be removed from the stand and put on it's landing gear. 
2. Retractable landing gear (incl' tail wheel) - this is no 60's Monogram gimmick. This has to be 
the most ingenious retraction system I've seen. You get a special tool. To extend the tail wheel, 
open the hinged arresting hook and use the tool to extend the tail wheel. For the main landing 
gear, there are thin metal wire hinges for the gear covers and a removable section of the wing 
leading edge (next to the 20mm cannon) that covers the main gear hinge lug. There are photoetch 
landing gear indicators for the wing covers (they only show "extended" gear because you cement 
them in place). 
3. Special "Plastic/Metal Hybrid" landing gear - looks almost like a composite. But the neat thing 
about the 16-piece gear is that it is collapsible. You install a compression spring in the gear shaft 
and fit the oleo strut into it. A pin holds the gear together. There are also rubber tires and get 
this...rubber brake lines. 
4. All control surfaces are hinged using photo etch and wire hinges. 
5. Seven piece Engine Cowling. I know this sounds scary, but Tamiya split the main halves on the 
natural join line and used the little oval splice mounts (no, I don't know what they are called) to 
snap the pieces together. You can remove the cowling to admire the engine. 
6. 32-piece Nakajima "Sakae" Type 21 engine with cylinders, propeller reduction unit, push rods, 
and individual exhaust stacks. Optional open or closed engine vents. 
7. The cockpit is a work of art and has to be seen to be believed. There are more than 60 pieces 
that go into it including printed (vinyl?) seat belts with photoetch buckles. There are instrument 
decals that you mount to clear instrument inserts for the main and aux panels. It's hard to imagine 
much more detail coming from a kit manufacturer. 
8. Two pilot figures, one sitting, one standing...very well detailed. Instructions include 
suggestions for how to paint the figures. 
9. Three piece canopy. Looks as though it can be positioned open. Canopy masks for painting 
(sorry Eduard). 
10. Antenna wire is included. 
11. Screws, grease, screwdriver, metal hinges and springs 
12. A 32 page instruction pamphlet. Includes history (in English too), comprehensive 
instructions, building, masking, and painting "Tech Tips" (very useful), three painting schemes to 
include a Rabaul bird. Also includes 35 detail photos of Museum birds. Photos include engine, 
cockpit, radio compartment, and external detail shots. 
Whew! That's a big kit in a big box! That is the most complete model kit that I have ever seen. 
It tries to put every detail possible into the plane and do it in a way that makes sense. This is no 
Hasegawa "High Tech" kit where some parts are "replaced" by multimedia. It uses the 
multimedia to it's advantage. It doesn't have any resin because (based on my observations of the 
detail) it doesn't need any. However, someone is gearing up "detail sets" somewhere for a kit 
that really doesn't need it (beyond more marking options). Is it worth $99? Well, since we expect 
to pay more for Tamiya quality, yes. And it is true quality. It attempts (and in my opinion, 
succeeds) to give the modeler what they want. A great kit with lots of detail. I'm sure the kit will 
not fall together, but it won't suck. Final thought: I don't know why there is such a price 
disparity between the Japanese and US kit prices. This is my second time back here and this time 
I have found that most kits don't have as big a price difference between the two countries (due to 
the lousy Japanese economy and the terrible yen rate). But I strongly suggest that if you want 
this kit cheaper, get it from Japan. I just checked the Hobbylink Japan site at www.hlj.com and he 
was selling the kit for a converted rate of $54.45. Remember, this rate will change with currency 
fluctuations. But even with shipping, this may be the cheaper route for you to get your Zeke.

2002 IPMS Nationals "Special Award" 
For next year's Nationals at Virginia Beach, we are sponsoring a "Special Award" for "Best Italian 
Aircraft". There will be 3 places awarded. First place receives the trophy plus $75, second place 
receives a certificate and $50 and third place receives a certificate and $25. If possible, we will 
hold an "Italian Night" on Friday evening and present the winners their prizes at that time. In 
addition to the usual judging criteria, we will also consider the difficulty of building the kit. 
Models entered must have been built since January, 2000. So build away and let's see some good 
examples of the real Royal Air Force. 
Best Regards, 
Ken Lawrence 
Pacific Coast Models, Inc.

Quickfire Book Mini-reviews 
By David Harris, courtesy Treadheads Mailing List "treadheads@yahoogroups.com" 
I picked up some new books recently which will be of interest to readers of this list. I haven't had 
a chance to do much more than skim each of them, so I'll provide only first-glance mini-reviews 
here. I believe I got all of these books from barnesandnoble.com. 
"Half-Track" by R. P. Hunnicutt, Presidio Press 2001 
Hot off the presses, folks. If you've seen the other Hunnicutt books, you'll know what to expect 
from this one: top-notch coverage of US-built halftracks, concentrating on the WWII years but 
covering the time up to that and a bit after as well. Typical Hunnicutt format: lots of great photos, 
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line drawings, comprehensive coverage of variants and prototypes, and a Reference Data section 
in the back with more hard info than you ever wanted to know about halftracks. 
"Twentieth-Century Artillery" by Ian Hogg, Barnes & Noble Books 2000 
I like these small B&N series volumes, they're inexpensive ($9.98 US) and handy for quick 
reference, and on a couple of occasions they've contained information I couldn't find in any of my 
other books (ref. my quest for info on French WWII halftracks last year). On the other hand, their 
coverage is not always as comprehensive as I'd like, and the side-view color illustrations range in 
quality from very good to annoying distorted. Still, for the price, they're a good buy and the 
writing in this one is a notch better than the others in the series I think. For ten bucks US, this is a 
great little one-volume resource for gamers and other enthusiasts who just want to look up an 
artillery piece from time to time. 
"German Artillery of World War Two" by Ian V. Hogg, Greenhill Books 1997 
Typical Hogg, meaning it's very good. Lots of photos, very good coverage of the subject matter, 
lots of good data, well written overall. My only complaint about this is that I don't have similar 
books covering the Japanese, Italians, Russians, Poles, and other nations. 
"Allied Artillery of World War Two" by Ian V. Hogg, Crowood Press 1998 
Ditto my previous comments on Hogg. Very good coverage. I particularly enjoyed reading the 
captions, which are a little "lighter" as well as being a bit more informative than you usually see in 
books like this. 
"Soviet Field Artillery in World War II" by Michael Foedrowitz, Schiffer Publishing 1996 
This is a small 48-page monograph but is absolutely crammed with photos. The data charts are in 
German, which I was able to make out fairly well with my rusty recollections of the language 
from my schoolboy days in Wiesbaden, but if you don't speak the language you can probably 
work it out using a good translation dictionary. 
"Artillery, a History" by John Norris, Sutton Publishing 2000 
As the title indicates, this is a compact history of artillery from early Chinese and European 
experiments prior to 1200 CE up through the present. The little bit I skimmed through looks very 
interesting. Most of the book describes the Medieval period through the 1800's, so if you're only 
interested in WWII this probably wouldn't be much use to you, however this book is going on top 
of my "to be read" pile.

Black Box 1/48 F6F-5 First Look Review 
By Paul Cotcher 
Fellas, This time Black Box returns to W.W.II with a 1/48 F6F-5 cockpit detail set. I guess I've 
gotten spoiled on all the modern cockpits, so I can't get REALLY excited about this set, but 
it is a nice one, so here goes. What you get is a nice basic F6F detail set. Parts are broken down 
about like one would expect: 
Floor board 
two side walls 
instrument panel 
center console 
rear bulkhead 
rudder pedal frames 
gun sight 
control column boot

and probably a couple of other parts (I didn't make a list, and don't have the set right here). But 
it's a small cockpit as it's a W.W.II fighter and not a big substantial set like the F-14D, sorry gotta 
shove my prejudice back down, this is supposed to be an even handed review. Anyway, the set is 
a vast improvement over the Hasegawa Hellcat cockpit. Unlike the current crop of Hasegawa 
kits, the Hellcat was released at a time when they were skimping on their cockpit detail, so it begs 
to be replaced. The floor board is a little simple and not quite as busy as other detail sets, but it 
does feature the prominent relief tube (an ever favorite on-line modeling topic). The side walls 
are also slightly less busy than the competition, but this is really where this set shines. Unlike a lot 
of W.W.II detail sets that feature very heavy handed detail, the detail on these sidewalls is 
definitely there, its just very subtly done, and accurate for the Hellcat (when compared to SSP's 
Walkaround photos). The left hand wall seems to be missing a few details, but I'll leave that up to 
the detail & caliper freaks to decide, could just be characteristic of the "-5." The seat is a work of 
art and compares very favorably to the Ultracast Hellcat seat (which I regard as the best 
available). Unlike the competition, this seat features belts that loop over the seat mounting 
frame, which is a nice detail. The cushion detail on the seat is second to none and just begging to 
be washed and dry-brushed. Finally the instrument panel. This is the best Hellcat instrument 
panel to date. While there are a couple of things that I don't like about it (which I'll go into in a 
second), the relief detail on the panel is really very nicely done, and captures the layered look of a 
Grumman instrument panel. Where the other sets had "black holes" where the instruments should 
be, this set has a nice depth to the instruments with nice subtle detail for the instrument faces. 
The kit instrument panel has good "face" detail (something that NO ONE in the industry does 
better), but no depth. About the only knock is that the panel that over lays the instrument detail is 
slightly off-register with the instrument face detail underneath. Now this is a real nit-pick, but we 
need to be honest about the set. Only the most expert of painters and hyper-anal among us should 
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find this a problem. While it doesn't look as busy (and consequently as detailed) as some other 
Hellcat sets, it is a -5 set (they other set is most definitely a -3), and does have an excellent seat 
and instrument panel. It is also commonly available (or at least will be for the next few months). 
The other sets can be tricky to find, and may even be OOP. This one is definitely worth having 
if you have a -5 Hellcat in your future. The set MSRPs at $16.00, but we'll have it for $11.00. 
You can see this review, along with pictures of the set on our website, located at: 
http://www.victorymodels.com 
Best Regards, 
Paul 
Victory Models

Kit Review: Hobby Fan 1/35 Scale Resin Kit No. HF-023; Canadian/NATO 6 x 6 Cougar AVGP; 
147 parts (112 in tan resin, 34 in olive styrene, 1 turned aluminum gun barrel); price between 
$90-105 US. 
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Advantages: First kit of this vehicle; molding clean and sharp, cleanup fairly simple. 
Disadvantages: Some warpage in thinner parts. 
Rating: Highly Recommended. 
Recommendation: For all wheeled, Canadian, and modern armored fans. 
F I R S T L O O K: 
I don't think that when the Swiss MOWAG company first offered its Piranha series of wheeled 
armored vehicles for sale back in 1972 that they ever thought the vehicle would become as 
popular and flexible as it has in service. While MOWAG has only built less than one-half of those 
in service (the rest being licensed to other builders such as GM Canada, the main manufacturer 
outside Switzerland) there are literally hundreds of them world wide. Even the US Army has 
decided to buy the latest version, the Piranha III, as its interim armored fighting vehicle for the 
future medium brigade structure. The MOWAG concept was quite simple: using standardized 
parts, the basic vehicle could be assembled into 4 x 4, 6 x 6, 8 x 8, and even 10 x 10 variants for a 
number of battlefield functions. The most popular have proven to be the 6 x 6 and 8 x 8 variants. 
The USMC uses the 8 x 8 chassis as its LAV series of vehicles, and Canada uses the 6 x 6 and 8 x 
8 versions. The most common of the 6 x 6 models are the Grizzly APC with a small turret and an 
armament of one 12.7mm and one 7.62mm, and the Cougar WFSV (wheeled fire support vehicle) 
mounting the turret and armament of the British Scorpion reconnaissance vehicle. The Cougar 
provides direct support to Canadian mechanized infantry units and peacekeepers via the 76mm 
howitzer carried in the Scorpion turret. The Cougar has a crew of 3 and is highly mobile and 
amphibious, like most other members of the Piranha family. Based on my personal observations at 
model shows, the Cougar is the most popular of the family. Hobby Fan has acquired a reputation 
in recent years for very high quality resin kits, as well as interiors and conversion for the parallel 
line of AFV Club injection molded kits that they market. This kit would appear to be one of their 
nicer efforts, and is neatly packaged and ready to assemble in very short order. Most of the parts 
only have a very thin web fixing them to their molding stubs, and with care are easy to clean and 
separate. The complete styrene turret with its aluminum barrel is included from the AFV Club 
Scorpion kit. The two-piece hull is fairly light and thin for this type of design, and displayed no 
warpage whatsoever. Separating the casting blocks is made somewhat easy in that all that is 
required is to cut dead even with the top of the hull surfaces and sand flush. A separate stern plate 
and wave breaker complete the basic hull. The model replicates the suspension, and most of the 
parts have to do with the drive line of the vehicle. Six nicely done new Michelin heavy tires are 
included and appear to have the correct profile and pattern. Some options are included, but the 
main one is an option to use either the Scorpion stowage bin or a Canadian designed open basket 
which has a pre-loaded camouflage net in it and is cast in one piece. Tools, alas, are cast on the 
upper hull; however, they are well done and attach with straps and not "magic". The driver's 
hatch is molded separately so a complete set of crew figures can be used with the kit. However, it 
does not the winterization windshield for the driver. Directions are sketchy but there are not too 
many parts which will be confusing, and an ID sheet for most of the resin bits is included. Decals 
are supplied but only include a set of Canadian military pattern license plates (which is one of the 
unique features of Canadian markings, as they are the same size and shape as commercial 
automobile plates) and a 12 ton bridging classification plate. Overall this is a clean and appealing 
vehicle and will please a number of modelers of modern wheeled armor. Many thanks to Mr. Miin 
Horng Tserng, president of Hobby Fan Trading Co., Ltd., for the review sample (this was a 
pre-release kit).
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Quad City Scale Modeler Society's 
Newsletter for October 2001

Minutes of the Meeting: 
Once again this month, the conversation was far reaching, some might call it rambling, but those sort of people with big vocabularies don't
come to our meetings. Brad Havlin brought in some interesting information he collected on the F-86D Saber Dog at the Iowa City airport. I was 
impressed, if for no other reason than I didn't even know that Iowa City had an airport. Brad, through the Internet, has managed to collect the
history not only of the Iowa Air National Guard (IANG), but also the history of the actual aircraft itself. Experts Choice has a decal sheet which 
covers markings for the F-86D in IANG service. Brad mentioned finding a website dedicated to the F-86. Ya just gotta love the Internet. Brad
also brought a collection of photos he took of the Iowa City aircraft and a review of the Airfix 1/72 F-86D from Scot Van Akens Modeling
Madness web site. For the upcoming model show we discussed making a new flyer that removes the 2-123 FA sponsorship. We need to get more
bids as well as getting the info to the modeling magazines. Bob Horton mentioned that we may want to plan on an alternate site if the armory
looks like it may be a problem due to the present situation. We also discussed getting some sponsors for the awards. We are planning on making
a road trip to the Butch O'Hare show in November for the November meeting, we'll discuss this in more detail at the October meeting. The
upcoming show Band of Brother on HBO was discussed, I've since seen several episodes and it's a great show. Of course, I earned my wings in
the 101st Airborne, so I may be a bit biased. I can still, however, remember all the verses of "Blood upon the Risers" and Rendevous with
Destiny". Bob Fender brought some superb finished models in, an Accurate Miniatures F3F-2 and a Tamiya Swordfish. Next meeting's subject is
"Bring your best photos" Bring in all those cool shots you have of various and sundry models and the real stuff. See ya then.

The Dates: 
October 13: Chapter meeting. "Bring your Best Photos". 
November 10th: Chapter meeting. Road trip to Butch O'Hare? 
Nov 10: 19th Annual Contest & Swap hosted by IPMS/Butch O'Hare, Darien, IL. Watch for details. 
December 8: Chapter meeting and annual Christmas party. 2nd Annual "What if" contest. 
January 12: Chapter meeting. 
February 9: Chapter meeting. 
March 9: Chapter meeting

March 30 2002: 
The 7th Annual Quad Cities Scale Model Show. 

National Guard Armory, 
Milan,Il.

April 13: IPMS/Plastic Surgeons, 
Contact: Greg Metge, 817 Grand Avenue, West Des Moines,IA 50265 or: GMGHA@aol.com 
May 3-4: IPMS REGION 5 CONVENTION 
Hosted by IPMS/Gateway at May Community Center (located at DePaul Hospital, Bridgeton, MO.) 
Contact: Mike George, ontrak33@aol.com. 
HOTEL INFORMATION: 
Knights Inn 314-291-8545, 
Motel 6 314-291-6100, 
Ramada Inn 314-291-5100, 
Super 8 314-291-8845.

New IPMS "Nudes" Policy 
As you all know, we have had a policy for our shows that placed "R" rated figures in a separate 
area, this has now become official policy. Here is the text of the new IPMS rule as well as some 
rationale from our outgoing President Chuck Davenport. 
From the President, IPMS/USA 
Recently, there has been a noticeable increase in commentary both from the membership and from 
guests to our numerous contests (local, regional and national) concerning the presence of models 
featuring nudity and other explicit adult themes. In response, the Society is inaugurating an 
official policy that will allow us to preserve the family orientation and principles on which it was 
founded while, at the same time, provide a degree of freedom for creative expression. I would like 
to thank fellow Society member, Mark S. Gustavson, Attorney at Law, who is responsible for 
drafting the policy and providing legal counsel for the E Board through the process of preparing 
and enacting this policy. As we make our way through the new millennium, we are committed to 
balancing the competing needs of a changing society with the basic beliefs and principles of 
IPMS/USA. We have worked for months to fashion a policy that we believes strikes a fair balance 
between applicable law while preserving legitimate free expression. We believe that this policy 
will generate discussion both pro and con. As with all such matters, we expect and depend upon 
the personal discipline and good judgment on of all IPMS members. If we govern ourselves, then 
we'll comply with the law while providing a limited venue for those with differing modeling 
interests. Thank you for your shared vision and commitment to common goals. The IPMS/USA 
leads the way! 
With Sincere regards, 
Chuck Davenport

OFFICIAL POLICY of IPMS-USA 
Part One. Prohibitions. 
Concerning all sanctioned IPMS contests (local, regional and National -- "IPMS events"), each of 
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the following depictions (individual models, groups of models, collections or dioramas) are 
prohibited in competition and may not be placed on display at any IPMS event: 
A). There shall be no depiction of excretory functions depicting any human being or animal. For 
instance, and not by way of limitation, there can be a model of an empty 19th century outhouse, 
but no human being should be depicted in the graphic process of using the facilities in a restroom. 
B). There shall be no depiction of sado-masochistic activity, equipment, settings or situations, to 
any degree, regardless of whether there are figures in the model and regardless of whether any 
figures present in the model are clothed. For instance, and not by way of limitation, no one should 
be permitted to enter a model of a scene from an S/M movie/book or related setting. 
i). The matter of the depiction of a judicial punishment scene (e.g., a diorama of thirteenth century 
Spanish punishment of heretics) might be permitted in the discretion of the event chairperson. 
C). There shall be no depictions of explicit sexual conduct, bilateral or autoerotic, regardless of 
degree and regardless of the clothing-status of the participants, that involves the touching of the 
breasts or genitals or other erogenous zones of any depicted figure. 
D). There shall be no depiction of any nude human male or female figures where the genitalia of 
the figure is exposed where the clear intent of the same is to portray a sexual scene. 
Part Two. Screened Presentations. 
Concerning all sanctioned IPMS contests (local, regional and National -- "IPMS events"), each of 
the following depictions (individual models, groups of models, collections or dioramas) may be 
entered in the competition or put on display but can be presented only behind opaque screens or 
similar visual barriers and only where visitors are provided with a fair description, in written 
format, of the contents of the models behind the screen. This screened presentation covers 
competitors and the general public, but no person younger than 18 will be admitted except in the 
presence of an adult responsible for the young person, subject to the provisions of governing local 
law: 
A). Depictions of any nude human male or female figure, subject to the screening system' 
described above. For instance, a model of Michelangelo's David would be permissible; the 
equivalent depiction of a woman would also be permissible. A figure exposing a woman's 
breast(s) or genitalia absent sexual activity, would be a permissible subject only to specific local 
laws that would prohibit the same. 
B). Models or dioramas of historic events (e.g., general dioramas or specific depictions of the 
result of the activities of the communist Cambodian Pol Pot regime, a Soviet Gulag, or a Nazi 
death camp) where the suffering of human beings, or the result of a pogram, is depicted. Where 
the theme, content or subject matter of presentations is graphic or would violate any provision of 
Part One of this policy, then the presentation is prohibited in any setting.

And now something a little lighter: 
A man is sitting in a plane which is about to takeoff when another man with a dog occupies the empty seats alongside. The dog is sat in the
middle, and the first man is looking quizzically at the dog when the second man explains that they work for the airline. The airline rep said
"Don't mind 
Rover, he is a sniffer dog, the best there is, I'll show you once we get airborne and I set him to work." The plane takes off and levels out when the
handler says to the first man, "Watch this." He tells the dog "Rover, search." The dog jumps down, walks along the aisle and sits next to a woman
for a few seconds. It then returns to its seat and puts one paw on the handler's arm. He says "Good boy." He turns to the first man and says, "That
woman is in possession of marijuana, so I'm making a note of this, and the seat number, for the police who will apprehend her on arrival."
"Fantastic!" replies the first man. Once again he sends the dog to search the aisles. The dog sniffs about, sits down beside a man for a few
seconds, returns to its seat and places both paws on the handler's arm. The airline rep says, "That man is carrying cocaine, so again, I'm making
a note of this, and the seat number." "I like it!" says the first man. Once again he sends the dog to search the aisles. Rover goes up and down the
plane aisle and after a while sits down next to someone, and then comes racing back and jumps up onto the seat and craps all over the place.
The first man is surprised and disgusted by this, and asks "What the bloody hell is going on?" The handler nervously replies "He just found a
bomb!"

Region V Coordinators Corner: 
Hi Guyzzz, I've got a couple of things for ya this time around: It is with great pleasure that I let 
you all know that 218 rechartering packets (plus other miscellaneous mail) is winging it's way to 
all the chapters. FYI, Each packet contains the following: 
1. Cover letter 
2. Recharter form with the new nudity policy on the back. 
3. Chapter survey 
4. A small paper requesting chapters to help fund the IPMS Make and Take Program 
IMMA is not doing well (like most of the economy) and it would be nice IF a chapter can afford it 
to make a donation separate from the recharter fee which we can put toward make and takes. If 
every chapter gave $10, that's $2180 which is half of the IMMA donation. More would be nice 
but I know times are tight. Nominations for "The Region 5 Member of the Year" and the "GILL 
GODFREY MEMORIAL CHAPTER OF THE YEAR AWARD" are to be in my hands no later 
than APRIL 1st, 2002. ALSO................BIDS to host the Region 5 Convention in 2003 are due 
in by April 1, 2002!!!!!! C'mon, I know ya wanna do it!!! 
Jack Bruno 
RC 5
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Revell's ProFinish Corvette C5-R kit - Final Build Notes 
by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy of IPMS GTR 
Several issues ago I did a first impression of the Revell ProFinish kit of the 1999 Corvette C5 
1999 race car (the black and silver paint scheme). Recently I completed the kit and would like to 
pass along my on the assembly and the final product. The plastic used in this kit I found to be 
rather soft, and it didn't sand well. And there were a lot of mold lines, especially around the roll 
cage. Assembly went well, the only major problem I had was with the ride height of the front 
end. I assembled per the instructions and it looked too high. The lower suspension arms and 
spindles are a one piece assembly that sits flush on the chassis pan, so it cannot be adjusted. So I 
ended up enlarging the holes in the spindles until they went up into the upper brake mounting 
hole. Since the brakes would not have a place to mount on the spindles I glued them instead to 
the back of the front wheels. The wheels are supposed to attach by pushing a peg on the back of 
wheel nut thru the wheel into the spindle, but I put some super glue on the peg and held it level 
and lower until it set up. Now the wheels don't rotate but it looks much better. A great feature 
of this kit are the clear windows that come with the black trim painted on. This really helps by 
saving the tricky masking or hand painting efforts usually required. The clear parts all fit well. I 
think that the headlights should have used a clear lens rather than the molded on "bumps" to look 
more realistic but they don't look too bad, I put some Kystal Klear to give a little depth. The tires 
come with the Goodyear Eagle lettering already applied, another time saver . In the interior, I 
suggest sanding the knobs off the dash if you want to use the decals for the instrumentation. The 
decals doesn't fit well over the molded on switches and buttons. Or just paint the details on if you 
prefer. The decals went on well and covered nicely. The main complaint here is that the backing 
paper on the decal sheet is white, be careful because you can barely make out some white decals. 
But there is very little excess film so you don't have to trim close to the edge like you do with 
some decals. I couldn't see the white on the brake adjustment decal (#15) on the console, so I 
was wondering why I should put black lettering on a black piece but the white lets it stand out. 
Also, the black Chevy bowtie (#26) that goes on the dash needs to be put over some light colored 
paint (not so indicated on the instructions) otherwise it is invisible. I was not too impressed with 
the effect of the carbon fiber decals, maybe it matches the real car but the pattern looks a bit large 
to me. They don't fit real well, the rear diffuser piece is too large and the valve covers are a trick 
to fit around the curves but Solvaset does help with this. As I mentioned in my earlier piece, the 
decal sheet is missing the Rolex 24 and Union 76 decals. Also, two of the Simpson (#21) decals 
should be on the body, on the rear fender above the Mobil decals and above the rear turn signals 
but the instructions do not indicate this. Overall I was impressed by this kit. My first thought was 
to just glue everything under the body together and paint it black, but as I was working it began 
to look pretty nice so I decided to paint it out, add the carbon fiber and eventually leave the body 
detachable. The problem with that is that the fuel filler does not match the cut out in the rear 
window, so I did not glue mine so I can move it to fit the opening (every time you take off the 
body it goes just a touch off since there are no real definite mounting points). Note that the fuel 
filler on the real car at Daytona was on the other side, but this changes from race to race 
depending on the way the pits are set up. The final result is a nice looking representation of the 
latest Corvette racer. There is plenty of detail, plus you could easily add some additional details 
to really finish it off. 

Another Brief Interlude: 
A man comes home from an exhausting day at work, plops down on the couch in front of the television, and tells his wife, "Get me a beer before
it starts." The wife sighs and gets him a beer. Fifteen minutes later, he says, "Get me another beer before it starts." She looks cross, but fetches
another beer and slams it down next to him. He finishes that beer and a few minutes later says, "Quick, get me another beer, it's going to start
any minute." The wife is furious. She yells at him "Is that all you're going to do tonight? Drink beer and sit in front of that TV? You're nothing
but a lazy, drunken, fat slob, and furthermore..." The man sighs and says, "It's started..."

Final Close out for the 2001 IPMS/USA National: 
Greetings Gents, Now that the IPMS/Lakes Region Chapter had their meeting last night and was told of the good news, I would like to inform
you on the results of the IPMS National Convention in Chicago this past summer. IPMS/USA has received the check and the books are closed on
the 
most profitable Convention in IPMS History. The Chicago Convention, hosted by IPMS/Will-Cook and IPMS/Lakes Region Scale Modelers was
in the BLACK by $23,077.33!!!!!! That's 23K dudes!!!!!!!! All of our detailed reports will be compiled and sent to IPMS 2nd VP, Ron Bell, to be
used for future Conventions. A full accounting will be listed in a future JOURNAL to reflect on income and expenses. I would like to thank ALL of
you that participated, supported and purchased Sponsorships for the event. It was a lot of work for almost two and a half straight years........but
well worth every minute and tear! Most of all, we want to acknowledge the women in our lives for putting up with this nonsense for that long!!!!
Speaking for myself and a few others on the committee, we would do it again in a heartbeat!!!! To Joe Schock, Mike Valentine, Ed Wahl, Glen
Broman, Walt Fink, Marc Brzezicki, Jim Jensen, Dan O'Conner, Steve Stohr & Ed Nowak...............WELL DONE!!!! :) 
THANK YOU....jbrc5

New Kit: First Look at Tamiya's Subaru WRX 
by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy of IPMS GTR 
Kit: Subaru Impreza WRX STi 
Manufacturer: Tamiya 
Kit Number: 24231 Scale: 1/24 
The 2001 Impreza WRX is Subaru's attempt at entering the enthusiast car market. Aimed at the lower end of this market, the WRX performs
comparably to the BMW M3 and the Porsche Boxster, but is more affordable. The styling and features of the WRX are largely based on the 



QCSMS Newsletter October 2001

4 of 7

successful Subaru World Championship Rally cars. These include the four wheel drive, the flared fenders, a hood scoop, the 2 liter turbo
horizontal (boxer) style engine, the gold competition style wheels and even the Mica Blue paint scheme, which is the most popular color offered
(Tamiya makes an exact match in the line of spray lacquers). Tamiya's kit of this new car differs somewhat from their usual design. The design is
somewhat simplified, perhaps targeted at beginning builders. While it is a curbside kit (the hood is molded shut, there is no engine detail) the
chassis is molded in on e piece and it uses metal axles. Most Tamiya kits are curbside style, but usually there are lots of suspension and exhaust
pieces that are glued in place. This kit's design is more similar to recent Revell snap kits, but this is not a snap model. However, there is a
amazing amount of detail molded into the chassis unit, with very crisp suspension, fuel tank, drivetrain, exhaust system and the underside of the
engine all represented. Detail painting should bring out all this detail nicely. There are full disc brakes (the calipers come painted gold) that
show thru the spokes of the competition style ten spoked wheels (which also come prepainted in gold). The tires are Bridgestone Potenzas. The
interior builds up into a tub style assembly. There a clear painting directions (the otherwise dark gray interior features blue inserts on the seats).
One curious feature is that the dash is for a right-hand drive version, with no option for the American left-hand drive. Instruments are a decal.
Detail molding here is very sharp. The body is molded in a glossy blue plastic, however my example had a lot of swirl marks in the plastic so
even polished 
and waxed it would not be acceptable to most modelers. The body has clearly defined body mounting holes that fit into pins on the chassis for a
definite fit. The rear wing is a three piece assembly. You will have to paint it before you attach it to the body to get the paint on the underside.
There is a mask included to paint the black window trim. The headlights contain all the various bulbs common to recent automotive styling, with
clear painting directions. Fog lamps have an optional cover. For the side lights and the rear lights there is a piece of silver foil provided 
for the backing material. A template from the instruction sheet is the cutting guide. The rear scripts are represented by a metal transfer. The
decal sheet has the dash instruments, the other body insignias and two license plate options. (Japanese style to match the right hand drive).
Overall this looks like another great kit by Tamiya. The simplified chassis does not bother me since it will be displayed as a curbside. One shock
was that the body of my example came with a broken A pillar! While easily repairable, this is the first defect I have encountered in a Tamiya kit.

Modeling Gossip 
An occasional column by Brad Havlin 
A Fine Scale Modeler website newsgroup reference says that Revell-Monogram has been sold to a firm from Cedar Rapids IA that currently
produces die cast metal cars. The report states that plastic kit production will stay as is for now, and transfer some plastic non model-related work
to the folks in Morton Grove IL. Revell Germany was also in the sale, as the new owner wants to use their foot-in-the door to sell new (again) non
model-related products to European markets. Hope that this is good news. Same newsgroup, older news. Sounds like Italeri bought darned 
near all of the molds from Accurate Miniatures for aircraft. All their plane kits except B-25's were noted, I think.

Product Review: 1960's VW Race Team Support Vehicle decals 
Manufacturer: Quartet Kit Number: D -15 Scale: 1/24 
by Chuck Herrmann, courtesy IPMS GTR 
I first noticed these decals in a magazine, which lead me to inquire about their availability from www.twoguysracing.com. After seeing some
photos of models with these decals I ordered a set which arrived in just less than two weeks. These aftermarket decals, from a company called
Quartet (with art by UMI) are designed to fit on the 1/24 Hasegawa kits of the VW transporter van and the Type 2 pickup truck. They will allow
these kits to be built to represent racing team support vehicles from the 1960's. The set includes two sheets of decals (one decal for one side of 
the truck is on each sheet) and instructions. Apparently these were modeled off of other miniatures, not photos or real examples and therefore
the instruction sheet only gives a probability that it was an actual vehicle? No matter, some of these schemes look really neat. I like the John 
Wyer Racing team van, in the famous blue and orange Gulf markings. I definitely will build one of those, also the Porsche Renndienst version.
And of course the Volkswagen Delivery Van with the retro VW logos. On to the quality of the product. I had recently purchased a Maisto die cast 
1967 VW bus. Although this was the version with the 23 windows and not the stripped down work truck, but it was painted white and red, like one
of the Firestone versions on the instructions, so how about a Firestone VIP bus? After fixing a few of the most obvious flaws on the van, I
polished out the red finish and applied the white Firestone lettering and logos. These are thin decals, mine tended to fold over while applying
but I was able to straighten them out. I tried some Solvaset to see how they effected the decals and had no problems. While thin, the white
covered the red nicely with no bleed through. These decals are priced at $12, but you get detailed directions and two full sheets, enough to
make 12 different vehicles. If you don't use them all on the VW vans, the BP, Gulf and Shell logos may be useful for a 60's vintage race car.
Highly Recommended.

Aircraft static display in Dubuque 
From John Adelmann 
Saw your site and thought you would be interested in this upcoming event: My students at 
Central Alternative HS in Dubuque will be hosting a Tuskegee Airmen/Red Tail project 
celebration and seminar on 12-14 October. Special guests will include Col. Chas. McGee, 
Tuskegee Airmen president; Lee "Buddy" Archer, the highest scoring Airman; and three other 
notable Airmen. A public seminar will be held on Friday evening, followed by two days of a 
Warbirds static display at the DBQ Regional Airport. Aircraft scheduled to appear include: 
B-25H from Darien, IL (rides are available: 4 guys @ $400 ea. will get you a flight) 
F4F Wildcat from Aurora, IL (painted in Butch O'Hare's scheme) 
PT-17 from Iowa City 
T-6 trainers 
T-28 trainer 
and the Southern MN Wing's completed P-51C Mustang - the Red Tail P-51 that has been 
restored to honor the Tuskegee Airmen. 900 C models were made; this is one of only two C 
models that still fly. The only other one is owned by the master restorer his own self, Kermit 
Weeks. The boys with the big toys will have video tapes about their respective restorations, and 
lectures will also be available. The SMW will have a souvenir booth for those who crave 
chachkies. And the Tuskegee Airmen will be on hand to meet and greet the public, and sign 
special Red Tail photographs. My students wrote a 230-page research book on the Airmen, and 
have raised over $8,000 for the Red Tail restoration. This book will become a national model for 
teachers to use to inspire their students with the story of the Airmen. Endorsed by Gen. Benjamin 
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O.Davis, Jr., this book will also be available during the weekend. You can read more about it by 
checking out the Red Tail Project's website. Refer to the SMW's main site. For the 1.5 hour trip, 
you will probably never have a better chance to meet and greet men of history, and see up close 
these fabulous Warbirds. I hope you would consider a club day trip to DBQ! For more info, 
contact me via E-mail, or call me at 563-556-7641 for details. 
John Adelmann 
P.S: check out my Phantom on the cover of the October 2001 FSM.

News from the Chicago Show: 
AMT kits to be released/reissued in 2001 and 2002: 
' 58 Belvedere (2002) 
A la Cart 
66 'Stang Hard Top (re-issue)(10/01) 
57 Chevy (re-issue)(12/01) 
57 Ford Hard Top (re-issue)(03/02) 
56 Victoria (re-issue)(04/02) 
66 Galaxie(re-issue)(06/02) 
Nova Street Machine(10/01) 
72 Chevelle SS(re-issue)(05/02) 
68 Roadrunner(re-issue)(11/01) 
67 Stang GT(re-issue)(02/02) 
Buyers Chice: 
71 Duster(Oct) 
Deora Show Car(Oct) 
34 Ford Modified(Oct) 
72 Opel GT(01/02) 
289 Cobra(01/02) 
Little Gasser Show car(01/02) 
69 GTX convertible(04/02) 
33 Willy Coupe(04/02) 
67 Chevelle SS(04/02) 
HPM: A series of 1/48 Mig 19s 
Classic Airframes: 1/48 SM.79 
TAMIYA : 
M4A3 75mm Howitzer 
M4A3 105mm Howitzer, 
YAMAHA YZR500 WORKS, 
Ferrari 360 Modena Spider 
1/32 F-4E Phantom II 
1/48 FW190 D-9 JV44 decals by cartograf 
1/48 Dambuster with turning propeller - prepainted canopy 
AFV CLUB 
Sdkfz. 11 3-ton half track 
Wheels set for Sdkfz. 251/Sdkfz. 11 ? 
Suspension & wheels set for M-41 Walker Bulldog (M-41 kit announced earlier/M-42 Duster to 
follow. Remember, lots of M-41s still in service in the Orient) 
HOBBY FAN 
Figure set No.1 for 3-ton Half track 
Figure set No.2 for 3-ton Half track 
Accessories & canvas set for 3-ton Half track

USS Arizona Review 
Banner 1/350 scale 
There has been some discussion that the Banner kit is just a scaling up of the old Revell kit, this does not appear to be true. The hull on the
Banner kit is 2 pieces, one from the waterline down, one piece from water line to deck, no railing details. The Revell kit is two pieces split down
the center from bow to stern, hull is from keel to deck. It also has molded on rails and over size portholes. The main deck on the Banner kit is
three pieces, the first piece is the deck forward of the number one gun turret, the second piece is the main deck hull piece and has mounts for all
the main gun turrets, and the third piece is aft of rear turret to stern. By comparison, the Revell kits main deck is molded in only two pieces. The
Banner second deck is very different from the Revell in the layout of the gun shields, stack mount and lifeboat mounts, the Revell kit has no life
boat mounts on this deck and no deck planking details. The Banner main gun turrets have separate barrels, the Revell turrets are molded as a
single piece. The secondary armament is more detailed o the Banner kit. Detail differences also exist on the stacks, both are similar in layout,
but differ 
in a couple ways, Revell has searchlights on the stack, Banner does not. The Revell kit is more like the Arizona was prior to her refit in 1939, and
has Biplanes on the catapults. The Banner kit is more like the Arizona was after her refit, and has Vought Kingfishers on the catapults. So I 
would say the Banner is a totally new version of the USS Arizona, and is correct as she was on Dec 7, 1941. The only things I have seen on the
Banner kit I don't like is a big seam along the broadside gun deck, and anchor chains molded into the deck.

First Annual Kabul Air Show Scheduled 
(AP) Kabul, Afghanistan 
17:52GMT - Sept. 20, 2001 
Citizens of Afghanistan are reportedly looking forward with great anticipation to reports of an international air show to be held in the skies over
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their nation. An unnamed official informed us that "Now the rest of the world will look upon our beloved city with great honor just as they do 
Farnborough, England and Paris, France", referring to the sites of two other famous international air shows. The exact date and time of the
upcoming Kabul International Air Show has not yet been announced. It is believed that event organizers feel that such an announcement
would detract from the fun of the celebration by, "spoiling the surprise". Unlike most air shows the Kabul Air Show will feature almost no static
ground displays but will have an unusually high number of aerial demonstrations and fly-bys. "We are most pleased by this feature of our air
show. Instead of a lot of different kinds of airplanes just sitting around on the tarmac, the aircraft attending our show will actually be up in the air
demonstrating what they do best!" we were told. Participation will probably be heaviest by aircraft of the United States Air Force and Marine
Corps. Including 
appearances by F-15's, F-16's, A-10's, B-52's and Apache helicopters. It is rumored that opening ceremonies will feature a Tomahawk cruise
missile fireworks display. A few B-1, B-2's, and F-117A's may also help out in some unseen capacity. Several other counties have expressed an 
interest in sending representatives. These include all nineteen nations in the NATO alliance as well as Australia. The excitement generated for
this gala event has even prompted the Israeli Air Force to apply for participation. Of course, no one is more excited than the Afghan people
themselves. Great numbers of them are in the streets of Kabul looking constantly heavenward in gratitude for the historic event, which will soon
take place in their skies. It has been observed that some are so concerned about missing the show that even as they bow to the West they keep
snatching worried glances towards the Eas. Thousands, in fact, have been seen leaving the city and fleeing to the mountains carrying food and
blankets - obviously anxious to get a good vantage point for the air show, and to make a picnic of it.

IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 
AEROMASTER IS BACK 
September 11, 2201 
After a long pause in operations, AEROMASTER PRODUCTS have joined EAGLE STRIKE/ARIES. The acquisition was finalized early on in
September 2001. The decal lines will continue to be distributed by ESP, throughout their established distributor/importer network. As 
previously announced, the AMD team had joined the ESP crew back in June. "It is like being back home again" said ANA, the head artist. "We
will continue offering the model fraternity the best products available at the most competitive prices, with more exciting and steady flow of new 
products", said Gaston, the product development/production manager of the new emerging company. The three companies have moved into a
new design office/warehouse in South Florida, across from the Tamiami Regional Airport. The new address is: 
EAGLE STRIKE/AEROMASTER 
12982 SW 132nd Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33186 
"Our service will improve considerably out of our new 3500 sq. ft. facility", said Karl, the Operations Manager. The new owners, Gaston and Karl
want to thank their thousands of loyal customers worldwide for their past, present and future support. "But it is time to stop talking and 
get back to work", they both said. Regular AMD items will be shipping out to distributors and dealers by the end of September, and new products
are scheduled for late October. Stay tuned to our www.eaglestrike.com website for more information.

Review - Maquette BT-2 Light Tank 
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: Maquette 1/35 Scale Kit No. MQ-3565; BT-2 Light Tank; 195 parts (107 in olive 
styrene, 62 in emerald green styrene, 26 in black styrene); price $22-28 
Advantages: Fills the gaps in the BT line of tanks 
Disadvantages: "Add-a-sprue" design somewhat clunky, rough details 
Rating: Recommended 
Recommendation: To all Christie tank fans and Soviet armor buffs 
F I R S T L O O K: 
The BT series tanks and the T-26 share much of their common development history. Both were based on foreign designs purchased by a Soviet
purchasing commission which went on a "world tour" in 1930. From England, they purchased the Vickers Six Ton Tank design as an escort tank 
for infantry support. But from the eccentric American genius, J. Walter Christie, they purchased his "Model 1940" high-speed wheel-and-track
tank. (The designation changed with Mr. Christie's whims: one day it was the Model 1931 in 1929 and then the Model 1932, and eventually the
Model 1940, as he felt he was at least 10 years ahead of his competitors.)Two of the tanks were shipped to the USSR in December 1930, being
sent over as "farm machinery" but without any turrets or armament. Once they arrived in the USSR, they were sent to the Khar'kov "Komintern"
Steam Locomotive Factory. Here they were to be fitted with Russian designed turrets and tested as combat tanks for the RKKA - The Workers and
Peasants Red Army. In the end, the Christies, even though dubbed "BT-1" (for Bystriy Tank or Fast Tank) by some documents, were never fitted
with armament. The first prototypes of the production model, the BT-2, were the first armed tanks.Armament varied, being either twin 7.62mm
DT machine guns in a single mantelet, or a 37mm long-barreled cannon with a DT machine gun in a ball mount to the right of the main gun.
The tanks had a massive number of teething troubles, including overheating and poor quality control of the rubber parts of the suspension, but
the idea was proven to be reasonably sound, and a total of 633 were built in 1932-33. The first 13 were mild steel demonstrators, and 620 were
combat tanks. Of these, 587 were still in service on 22 June 1941. Maquette and Zvezda have used a symbiotic arrangement in the past where
Zvezda provides sprues of some kits to Maquette, who then adds new sprues of their own to create a new kit very quickly and cheaply. This is the
case with this model, which uses the trusty and familiar Zvezda BT-5 hull with a new set of twin sprues which supply the parts needed for the
BT-2 model. This provides the modeler with 20 new road wheels (of which only 16 are needed) and two complete turrets. This technically
means the modeler can build a common hull and exchange turrets at a whim one machine gun, one cannon armed. While the Zvezda BT-5 kit
is not too bad, being the first "real" scale model kit from Zvezda and somewhat heavy on its details, this is not a really good idea for making a
BT-2. There are a number of problems which the modeler must correct. First off, the hull of the BT-2 is not quite identical to the BT-5. For
instance, it uses the twin louvers of the Christie for cooling the radiator at the rear of the hull, and does not have the mesh grille over the top of
them as used on the 5. This means some surgery is necessary on the rear deck. The rear deck also needs a smaller air cleaner intake (part 11B).
The front hull also needs new, smaller headlights. For whatever reason, four lead (steering) road wheel pairs are provided, even though the
vehicle only uses two pair. The other six pair, none of which have any details molded on their backs, are correct. Happily, if the tracks are used
the lack of detail is not obvious. The turret has some serious problems in that it is symmetrical. This is fine regarding the shape of the turret, but
the gun mount is offset to the left by about three scale inches and this is not replicated on the model. While seemingly minor, this is quite
noticeable on the real vehicle and will be obvious on the model as well. The turret has very rough detailing on its hatch, which is fixed to the
roof. The DT machine gun barrels three are provided on each sprue are also very heavy and crude. The kit WILL build up into a BT-2, but be
prepared to do some minor surgery and supply extra bits from the parts box to get it done. No decals are included. Modelbau Tom of Germany
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put out a similar conversion kit sometime ago, but I cannot confirm if this is the same (I suspect that it is).I recommend getting a copy of the
Armada Book "BT Tanks Part 1" (Armada No. 9) which has good plans of both the BT-2 machine gun tank and the BT-2 cannon tank. There are
also a lot of photos and five other paint schemes. They also used the artwork from the cover of this book for their box art!
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October Meeting Minutes:
We had eight people show up for the meeting. One of which was new and one a returning member. While the meeting was free form discussion. 
We did have several who remembered the members were to bring in photographs of a modeling related theme. The best one I saw was one of 
Randy standing in a garage (not his own) that was floor to ceiling of model kits, packed full. The treasurer actually remembered to figure out we 
have (had?) $1511.17 total in the bank and on-hand cash. Shawn bought up that he belongs to a group that was told that their event scheduled 
to be in the Iowa Army National Guard hanger at Davenport Municipal Airport could no longer be held there. While we have not been told 
otherwise. It is a good idea to look for a possible replacement. But it is still scheduled unless we hear differently from Glen. I wish to stress that, 
Till we hear different from Glen. It is still scheduled at the Illinois National Guard Armory. You may informally look for possible alternative sites. 
Remember these rules. Don't schedule anything even if they say we must. Just gather information. Rental price $0 to $450 is acceptable. Don't 
forgot to ask if table and chairs are included. Setup the day before and tear down that Saturday. The place must be lockable. Some of the 
possibilities that was mentioned was Milan Civic Center (little parking though), Viking Club in Moline, Masonic temple in Rock Island, Black Hawk
State Park's Lodge and Palmer Auditorium. Also if you are over 21 and wish to see the nose art on Randy's 48th F-105D email and I will send a 
jpeg of it. 

November Meeting Minutes: 
Those of you who attended the October meeting know I didn't make it. My soccer team made the play offs and we played through regulation and
two sudden death overtimes before we lost in a shootout. Now that soccer season is over, I've been spending time out on the east coast doing 
Army stuff. I did manage to finish building my LVT-4, although I haven't finished painting it yet. The November meeting was actually held at the
Will-Cook Show in Darien Illinois. We had a good turnout. Will-Cook had another good show, I helped work the North American Hobbies table 
and also tried to sell of a few redundant kits. It was great seeing everyone again, most I hadn't seen since the Nationals. The only down side to 
the show were the model entries. The quality was very high but numbers were way down. I have no idea why, but I would guess less than 200 
entries, if that. As some of you may have noticed, we did not have a newsletter last month. The main reason is that I was out of town for awhile, I
had to close out the season with equipment turn in, and I also spent some time getting formally edumacated by the Army again. One other 
problem was lack of content. I scrounged more stuff from my usual sources, but we really need you guys to step to the plate with reviews, 
research, how to's and build articles. I really need your help guys. We need to talk about the show and some alternative strategies at the next 
meeting. For those of you who don't know, it falls on Easter weekend this year. That's the kiss of death for a show of our type that relies on out of 
town participation. Don't forget that this is the annual "what if" contest and annual Christmas party, so bring in some Christmas goodies to share. 
Dues are coming up in January along with elections. We used to nominate officers in December and elect in January, but we decided last year 
that we could nominate and elect at the same meeting. Remember, if you want to get involved in a leadership position, just ask. Fresh blood is 
always welcome. 

The Dates:
December 8: Chapter meeting and annual Christmas party. (2nd Annual "What if" contest and Christmas Party.)
January 12: Chapter meeting. Dues due and chapter elections. February 9: Chapter meeting.
March 9: Chapter meeting

March 30 2002:
The 7th Annual Quad Cities Scale Model Show.

National Guard Armory,
Milan, Il.

April 13: 
IPMS/Plastic Surgeons, Contact:

Greg Metge,
817 Grand Avenue,

West Des Moines, IA 50265
or: GMGHA@aol.com

May 3-4: 
IPMS REGION 5 CONVENTION

Hosted by IPMS/Gateway
at May Community Center

(located at DePaul Hospital, Bridgeton, MO.)
Contact: Mike George, ontrak33@aol.com.

HOTEL INFORMATION:
Knights Inn 314-291-8545,

Motel 6 314-291-6100,
Ramada Inn 314-291-5100,

Super 8 314-291-8845.

WWI Modeler's Hell and Heaven
From: Diego Fernetti, courtesy WWI Modeling List 
First of all, I guess that the modeler's hell is one of the outer rings of Hades, since most modelers are good natured people and can't do much 
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harm, but they probably can skip a Sunday or two from mass, to work for a contest deadline or such. What's the suffering destined to them after 
they pass away? Well, it depends on each one's guilt but, generally speaking most theologists agree on: - Building a Naglo Quadruplane without
references. - Cleaning the flash of Merlin kits forever - Building a perfect model (man you have ETERNITY to finish it!) but using corroding paint. 
- Building models of the whole German Air Service of the summer of 1918 and then a low category devil tells you that the lozenge must be 
applied otherwise. - Paint wheel hubs. ONLY wheels hubs for all the eternity. - Build Revell's Fokker D.VII with Hermann G"ring nagging you 
behind your back. Of course, those modelers virtuous enough and that before death repented from building Me 1** and in 1/48 scale, may be 
carried by a host of biplane cherubs to the big workbench in the skies and then: - Find a complete set of all WWI related publications - Receive a 
free pass to visit Heaven's own aviation museum, where are stored Guynemer's and Saint Ex's last airplanes (By the way, they are always walking 
by and very glad to show you personally their machines) - You get all the kits whose issue was announced but were never released in your 
lifetime. For free. - Hobby knife blades never get dull. - Decals never yellow and are thin and without translucence. - 1/72 engines do work! - 
Photoetched parts never get lost on the white floor of clouds. - Bill Bacon is there waiting for us and, by golly, he KNOWS which hue of blue in 
the french roundel is!

And Now an Update from Our Louisiana Correspondent: 
The Cajuns heard Saddam Hussein was going to help Osama bin Laden and they decided this is WAR! Saddam was sitting in his bunker when 
his telephone rang. "Hallo! Mr. Hussein," a heavily accented voice said. "This is Boudreaux down at the Fred's lounge in Mamou, Looziannah. 
I'm callin' to told you we be officially declarin' war on you!" "Well, Boudreaux," Saddam replied, "This is indeed important news! How big is your 
army?" "Rat now," said Boudreaux, (hesitating) "there is me, my cousin Thibedeaux, my nex' door neighbor Justain, and the whole bunch from 
the bar. That makes us eight!" Saddam paused. "I must tell you, Boudreaux, that I have one million men in my army waiting to move on my 
command." "Woo-eee!" said Boudreaux. "I gots to call you back later!" Sure enough, the next day, Boudreaux called again. "Mr. Hussein, the 
war is still on! We got us some war equipment!" "And what equipment would that be, Boudreaux?" Saddam asked. "Well, we got us two 
combines, a dozer, and a farm tractor." Saddam sighed. "I must tell you, Boudreaux, that I have 16,000 tanks and 14,000 armored personnel 
carriers. Also, I' ve increased my army to 1.5 million since we last spoke." "E-yiee!" said Boudreaux. "I gots to get back to you later." Sure enough,
Boudreaux rang again the next day. "Mr. Hussein, da war still be on! We got ourselves some airborne! We've took Marcell's utra-light glider an we
put us a shotgun in the cockpit, and Hebert gots out of jail today and he is gonna join our army too!" Saddam was silent for a minute and then 
cleared his throat. "I must tell you, Boudreaux, that I have 10,000 bombers and 20,000 fighter planes. My military complex is surrounded by 
laser-guided, surface-to-air missile sites and since we last spoke, I've increased my army to TWO MILLION!" "Ah-yie-yie!" screams Boudreaux, "I 
gots ta call you back later." Sure enough, Boudreaux calls again the next day. "Bon jour, Sad-damn! I so sorry I gots to toll you we is callin' off 
dis war." "I'm sorry to hear that," said Saddam. "Why the sudden change of heart?" "Well," said Boudreaux, "we all had a long talk at the bar and
Sheriff Broussard he say no way he's gonna feed no two million prisoners."

Eduard new M113 etched sets  
reviewed From Mike over at RMS 
Eduard 35 390 M113 ACAV Interior for Tamiya 35135 
First look review ( package opened, no parts built): Part of the newer color instruction series of sets. 1 2/3 frets of etched steel pieces, approx. 75 
numbered pieces ( some multiples) Purchased through VLS, retail $19.99 
What do you get? First thing I noticed was the 1/12 pages of instructions. Gone are the days of the teeny tiny little diagrams. Floor: Individual 
floor plates and locking/fastening points. Seats: Seat belts, but no long enough to mount below/behind the seats, just enough to lay across the 
seat tops and new seat legs. Engine Compartment/Firewall: Cooling fan, heater, and radiator details locking points for the firewall hatches and 
the mesh just inside the engine compartment, transmission lifting lugs. Drivers compartment/firewall: Shift lever, document holder, t-shaped pull 
handles, gas pedal, instrument panel w paper printed gauges, hatch mounted console of buttons, fire extinguisher rack Interior roof/other 
equipment: All the roof mounted canvas hangers, a radio rack (YES!) a so-so radio, mushroom air vent interior screen, rear door handle, gas tank 
retaining straps. Advantages: Dresses up the interior of my favorite vehicle of all time. Most of what is in the set dresses up areas that need 
improving for an opened up vehicle. Many parts may also have uses in more modern M113s and the Academy 113 series of kits. Disadvantages: 
Since it is designed for the older Tamiya kit with the clunkier details, much of the work here also requires the builder to file/carve/sand blast away
molded in Tamiya detail. But such is the nature of many etched sets. Without checking references, some of the drivers compartment details are 
for more modern vehicles than the Tamiya Vietnam era 113, I think.. Also missing are details for the drivers seat, commanders station chair, and 
platform. M113 drivers seats do not mount on the floor like the Tamiya kit shows. The quoted references ( nice touch there Eduard.) show these 
details very well. RANT MODE ON! Still missing in action from every single @#$@#$ M113 kit is the rear ramp pulley from the floor of the troop 
compartment near the fuel tank. Would this huge omission have been such a challenge to include the kit in the first place, NO! Could Eduard 
have done one in etch easily, YES! Can I make one, sure, but I'd love it if some aftermarket company added one to their stuff. Is it there, NO! 
From this set Id be willing to forego the canvas straps and engine compartment detail for an obvious missing part right there inside the opened 
rear ramp. 
Eduard 35 401 M113 ACAV exterior for Tamiya 35135 First look review ( package opened, no parts built) Part of the newer color instruction 
series of sets. 1 2/3 frets of etched steel pieces, approx. 75 numbered pieces ( some multiples) Purchased through VLS, retail $19.99 What do 
you get? First thing I noticed was the 2 double sided pages of instructions. Gone are the days of the teeny tiny little diagrams. Upper Hull: You 
get the usual Eduard tool straps and holders. Shovel, ax, prybar, etc. Fire extinguisher pull handle box and handle, brush guards for the 
antennae, periscope covers, drivers and troop roof compartment hatch stops and locks, engine grills and horn parts. And 497 ( not really..) 
teeennnyyy tiinnnnyyy gear lash-down points. Front hull: Straps to cross the trim vane ( Im not sure off hand I've seen these on too many Viet 
Nam era 113s), replacement headlight mounts and brush guards. Hatches: Details for the interior and exterior of the drivers and commanders 
hatch. ( IR scope cover, padlock hasps and handles) Rear Ramp: Mounting hooks for the tow cable and the circular frame the cable is wrapped 
around, door latch, jerry can strap detail, and the 2 part taillight protectors/grab handles. MG shields/Cupola details: All three mg shields are 
produced in etched steel bringing to mind some scale thickness issues. M60 bipod legs and ammo trays. The commanders .50 gets the Full 
Monty treatment with 15+ parts designed to spruce up the old Tamiya .50. Single part 7.62 ammo for the M60s and .50cal ammo that is folded 
over once to attempt to get some scale thickness to the ammo belt. The jury is out on this one. Details for the interior of the commanders cupola 
are included as well. Advantages: Dresses up my favorite vehicle of all time. Many of the periscope parts will be easier to use in the better 
quality Academy kit, since their periscope guards are separate parts. .50cal detail parts will also find uses on better molded guns. I both like and 
loathe the idea of doing all the gear lashing points. Many parts may have uses in more modern M113s Disadvantages: Since it is designed for 
the older Tamiya kit with the clunkier details, much of the work here also requires the builder to file/carve/sand blast away molded in Tamiya 
detail. But such is the nature of many etched sets. Lots of tiny gear points, flat etched mg ammo.
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First Look: Revell's new MINI kit 
by Tim Leicht, courtesy of GTR Newsletter
Kit: (New) Mini-Cooper 
Manufacturer: Revell 
Kit Number: 85-2995 
Scale: 1/24 
The new Mini is here! The new Mini is here! Well, maybe not here in the states yet, but it's out in England this month I believe. (the REAL car 
that is) With much anticipation, although the Brit's are kind of giving it the cold shoulder. Rumor has it they are upset about the "true" origin of 
this car, since it is basically designed and built by BMW of Germany. The plant however, is in England. Does it really matter? Most cars today are
world cars with parts from all over the world under the body skin. Personally, I think BMW has a huge hit on it's hands with this car, and the spec 
racers are not too far behind either. They will be coming to the US in early 2002 and be prepared for the dealer gouge factor on this baby. Well, 
on to the model. First a couple of things about Revell. While this kit was done before the sale of the company, it's nice to see changes already. 
Two piece boxes are back, the mold quality on the Chinese made kits is excellent, (like the Willy's) and decal quality is up. Yeah the prices are 
higher too, but they are still the best deal in town for car model kits. Don't complain. As far as the Mini goes, this kit was molded in Poland, by 
Revell AG. Since the car is being marketed by both companies it makes sense. The tires came from China, I think a good idea, because they are 
much softer, more like real rubber, and hey, they don't say Michelin TRX on the sidewalls! I guess they finally got rid of all those. Remember all 
the kits you found those rascals in? Anyway these are Dunlops. The decal sheet came from Cartograf of France, yes Silk screened decals by the 
best manufacturer in the world in the box! At least you know those are going on nice the first time. I think I would have put a Union Jack flag for 
the roof on the sheet just for a little bonus. The parts count on this kit is low (50). It is basically a curbside with no engine detail to speak of. In 
fact the hood doesn't flip up like the real one either. The body molding is crisp, well detailed, with the roof panel being separate to glue to the 
top of the one piece window assembly. You have to black out the window portion, as the whole greenhouse is all one assembly. The roof panel 
reminds me of the ancient blob of styrene kit the Trabant, but this one fits like a glove. I guess the Poles learned some things over the years. The
interior is well done, with separate door panels and a two piece dash. I question plating the dashboard and the wheels however, as the real car 
has painted wheels and the dashboard has minimal aluminum on the real car. You could have saved some money here Revell. The chrome tree
is nice, and includes the mirror glass as well. Tail light lenses are clear as well, so you can give them the proper red/orange paint treatment. One
detraction for me is the total lack of brake details, especially with those big open spoke wheels. Could have been done better. I must say, this kit 
reminds me of a nice Fujimi curbside kit. It has all the details for a nice shelf model, without the Fujimi price. And it's just ripe for turning one 
into a club racer with minimal effort! Ideas anyone? Buy one! Words to Live By: I saw this exchange recently on an Internet newsgroup: "Here's 
the problem, I've got a very limited budget for this project, not a lot of space to add furniture and my wife would like whatever I decide on to 
"look nice." Any thoughts?" Reply on the newsgroup: "Yeah. Get rid of your wife."

Review - Academy British Tank Destroyer Achilles From:Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS 
Kit Review: Academy 1/35 Scale Kit No. 1392;
British Tank Destroyer Achilles; 565 parts (562 in sand tan styrene, 2 in steel colored vinyl, 1 nylon string); 
price $35 
Advantages: Amazing kit with tremendous level of detail; "prepared" for after market detail additions; "H" sprue nearly worth the price of 
admission on its own. Disadvantages: Choice of relatively esoteric version of this vehicle may hurt sales Rating: Highly Recommended 
Recommendation: for all Commonwealth armored fans and small postwar army followers, as well as all "Shermaholics" F I R S T L O O K I had 
seen the preliminary review on this kit from Peter Brown in the UK, and as a died-in-the-wool Sherman fan had to pick one up no matter what. I 
must preface things with saying that I may never build it as the Achilles, but the kit is one of the best recent plastic kits I have personally seen, 
and considering what's in the box a tremendous value for the money. I won't steal any of Peter's thunder, as he has been to the IWM and Public 
Records Officer several times in recent weeks to check on vehicles such as this and has the latest information on it. Suffice it to say that M10 and 
Achilles were used as synonyms, but not on a regular basis. The kit represents a 17-pounder conversion of the final production model of the M10 
3" GMC with the "duckbill" counterweights fitted to the turret, and the rearward slanting turret rear to provide more room for the crew. It comes 
with a plethora of details, not all of which are accurate for this particular version, but one of the most appreciated will be a very nice set of vinyl 
"British style" steel chevron tracks. These are very nicely done, with the three studs on the surface, and only a small "teat" on the inner face of 
every 10th link or so to clean up. Academy cut a special hull top and "E" sprue for this kit, and the rest of the layout bodes very well for Sherman 
or just US M4 series tank fans. Some are plainly marked "Sherman series" so they would appear to have more kits planned beyond the current 
Achilles, M10 and M36 vehicles. The parts layout in the kit suggests that the M10 and M36 will share some sprues, as a separate engine deck 
with the M4A2 style louvers indicative of diesel engines are included on one of them. (Only the louvered doors, parts C19 and C20, are needed 
for the Achilles). Of note to engine fans is the fact that the engine bay major components are also provided, needing only engines and radiators 
to complete (Note: The Tank Workshop makes an M4A2 engine bay set which should fit this model, but I am willing to bet that Model Valley a 
Korean resin company that appears to have some relation to Academy will have a "drop-in" engine assembly for this model soon). A reasonably 
complete front-end interior, including the SCR-508/608 style radio set, is included with the kit. There are two different transmission covers 
("Rounded" and "Sharp-nose"). They also provide the optional bogie component set which came with the M12 155mm GMC kit, which provides 
for either cast or welded ("spoked") wheels and early or late track skids on the top of the bogies. The rest of the model is very nice with the glaring
exception of the upper rear hull panel, which has "outlines" cast on it for mounting the tool sets. This is pretty lame considering the rest of the kit,
as the concept went out of style in the early 1960s, and someone at Academy needs to get their wrist slapped for letting it go out the door on a 
kit of this quality. There are a few large knock-out pin marks inside the turret which will have to go, but overall they are at a minimum and kept 
out of sight. Also the decal sheet is incomplete (doing only one and a half vehicles) and in my example one item was off register. One error 
several people have spotted is that British crews did not store 17-pounder shells in cardboard tubes as US crews did with their ammunition. The 
model comes with 32 rounds stored in cardboard tubes, which are wrong for a British vehicle with the big gun. The projectiles which come with 
the turret sprue seem correct, and it only takes a few seconds to see that these rounds will not fit in those tubes. But one of the best items in this 
kit is Sprue "H". This is a really useful set of bits, and includes the following items: a pair of five link "extenders", similar to those found on the old
MP Models M4A4 hull, so the vinyl tracks can fit on an A4 chassis; six spare T51 smooth non-reversible shoes, with a choice of either US or UK 
style stowage racks; three whip antenna mounts, including one which is angled at 45 degrees; three jerry cans (one German and two US style), 
all with separate carrier bases provided and needing only straps to complete; two late production "dish" type M4 VVSS series wheels; and the 
neatest bits of all, add-ons in styrene. These amount to 21 bolt heads, 7 rivet heads, 7 studs, 15 buckles in three different styles, 10 tie-down 
brackets, five wing nuts, and a complete alphabet plus two number sets of 0-9 and casting marks for two foundries. (One unfortunate thing is after 
all this Academy doesn't tell you what sort of numbers should go on the vehicle, or where they only indicate the mantelet should have a number 
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attached to it.) The kit also includes Academy's Sprue "D", a generic Sherman sprue, which provides nice little bits, a good .50 caliber and .30 
caliber machine gun, and decent pioneer tools. (If they sold this one separately, it would permit rapid upgrades to all Italeri and DML kits out 
there suffering from anemic tool set syndrome.) Overall, the quality of this kit is astounding. The choice of the Achilles, until the history of the 
actual vehicles becomes wider known, may not be the best as it is a very small part of the US Tank Destroyer story. But if nothing else, this kit is a 
standard setter, and one of the best bargains on the market today. 

Newly Reissued Tamiya Porsches 
by Tim Leicht, courtesy GTR Newsletter 
Shell Porsche 962 Kit #24233 
OK you longtime frustrated race car builders, you've got something to cheer about! Tamiya has re-released it's classic Porsche racers and, along 
with Scale Motorsports help and Studio 27 decal sheets, you can now build almost any Porsche Lemans racer of this body style that ever raced! 
I'll talk about that later, but first, the kit. This 962 is the old Tamiya Tamtech R/C body and tub. Since this was sold as an operating car, the glass 
and headlight covers are prefixed to the body. While the fit is great, painting could be a problem for some folks. However, in the kit are prefitted 
masks for all the glass and for doing the multicolor Shell paint scheme. Since the instructions now reflect the body colors as Tamiya spray paint, 
you can achieve excellent results using their GREAT spray lacquers. The decal sheet colors are a dead match for their spray colors. The 
suspension detail up front is complete and includes the coil over shocks and complete brake details as well. While the back does not include the 
engine, the rear suspension and transaxle are well molded and complete in detail. One glitch however is that the box art shows the wheel spats 
(cooling fins) front and rear, but the rear ones aren't in the box! The engine is not included by nature of the one piece R/C style body. While not 
having tried it myself, I think the rear body could be cut at the seams and most of the engine parts from the 956 kit could be used to come up 
with a reasonably close 962 variant. Those of you fortunate enough to have collected Motor Racing Models magazine, you will have a ton of 
reference material to work with, as Mike Quarterman did a whole series of article about these cars. But out of the box, this makes one heck of 
curbside model. Not as nice as the Hasegawa, but still a nice kit. Now for the good stuff. Studio 27 of Japan is doing almost 65 different decal 
sets for this and the 956 kits! This ought to keep you busy FOREVER just doing these cars. And, Scale Motorsports has come up with the Ultimate 
Porsche 956 Model kit with a TON of photo-etch, brass, and aluminum detail parts, many of which could be used on this kit as well. Along with 
that, there is a CD-rom in the box with over 150 close up detail shots for you peruse of the 1983 LeMans winner. This joint venture with Tamiya 
includes a 956 kit in the box as well. Cannon Porsche 956 Kit #24232 Along with the 962, Tamiya has re-released this most excellent version of 
the Porsche 956! This is a full tilt boogey kit, complete with all the details of one of the most famous Porsche race cars that was ever made. 
Tamiya did it justice when they released it the first time, and since the kit is basically the same, it's still a great kit. While the instructions have 
been upgraded to show the build of the Lloyd racing Canon Porsche that finished 2nd in 1985, the kit still has all the detail of the original. Front 
suspension detail includes springs, control arms, and steerable front hubs, along with the double caliper brakes. Rear components are all there as
well, along with the complete engine and transaxle pieces as well. The rear body cover is separate, to allow display of the engine bay. Unlike it's
mate the 962, all glass is separate as well, and masks are included for painting the blackouts on the glass. The decal sheet is typical Tamiya 
quality, all silk screened, and very opaque as well. The tire lettering is included as well, with the reverse print on rice paper application method. 
There isn't any thing this car needed when it first came out to improve it, but times have changed. The Scale Motorsports detail set for this car is 
PACKED with photo-etch, brass, and aluminum parts and a CD-rom loaded with pictures to build your super detailed model. It is the ULTIMATE 
Porscheophile kit. I'm glad to see both of these kits back and will be building my share of them. If you never built one before, do it now. The 956 
was/is one of Tamiya's best model kits. As you can see, something old has been reborn and improved and these kits now are better than ever. Go
get one, or two!!! Note: check out Scale Auto Modeller Vol 3, #11 for details on the Studio 27 decals and detail sets for these kits.

Outnumbered: 
A Taliban Army platoon was on patrol when the commander noticed a lone Marine standing on a hilltop in their area. The commander told two 
of his soldiers to go take out the Marine, so they dropped their packs and promptly ran as fast as they could toward him. Just before they got to 
the top, the Marine ran over the other side of the hill. The two soldiers followed. For the next few minutes there were bloody screams and dust 
flying in the air. Then as quick as it had started, it stopped and the Marine came up on the hilltop. He brushed off his cammies, straightened his 
cover, crossed his arms and stood there looking at the Taliban soldiers. The infuriated commander called for a squad to go get the Marine. They 
promptly ran as fast as they could toward him. Just before they got to the top, the Marine ran over the other side of the hill. The squad followed, 
and for the next few minutes there were bloody screams and dust flying in the air. Then as quick as it had started, it stopped and the Marine 
came up on the hilltop. Brushed off his cammies, straightened his cover, crossed his arms and stood there looking at the Taliban soldiers once 
again. The commander was really hot now. He ordered the rest of his platoon to attack the Marine. Determined that Taliban soldiers were far 
superior to one lone Marine, they had blood in their eyes as they ran up the hill. Just before they got to the top, the Marine ran over the other 
side of the hill. The bloodthirsty soldiers followed. For many minutes there were horrific screams and dust flying in the air. It continued and 
continued. Finally, one lone Taliban soldier came crawling back to the commander, all bloody and beat about the head and shoulders. His 
uniform was torn, cuts were all over his body. The commander asked for a report. The lone soldier, trying to catch his breath, replied in a forceful 
and trembling voice: "Sir,...run,...it's a trick. There are TWO of them!!" 

A Word From Our Region V Coordinator:
Hey Guyzz and Gals.................... Just to keep you posted................Dave da Pres informed me that the Chapter renewals are going VERY SLOW.
Please give this some attention at your next meeting. Keep in mind that the $10 bucks covers the 2002 season/tour!) The IPMS/Butch O'Hare 
Show was great as always. I thank the organizers.......John!!!..........for putting on a great Show!!! I picked up LOTSA great deals and sold some 
stuff to make the wife happy! She loves it when I leave with 4 boxes of stuff to sell and $25............and come home with 6 boxes and $500. She 
keeps reminding me of the 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish...........but I wouldn't go that far! Keep the newsletters coming!!! I read them all!!! Don't 
forget the Region 5 Convention is getting closer!!!! Speaking of the Convention...................before my buddy in Nebraska gets his feathers 
ruffled...............I must point out that I intend to be there...but............that may be a dream! This is how it is................On May 1st, our new 
Teamster contract kicks in with a Class 100 pension package. Now, about nine guyz at work may call it a day after their 30 years............however, 
most of them have to work at least 2 weeks into the new contract.............follow me so far? So, they will elect to take all 5 of their vacations at or 
around May 1. So, I may not be able to get anything near those weeks off. If possible............I will be there! I've got another 4 1/2 years to go 
before I call it a day......at 49!!!! Then it's a part time job and PLASTIC!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Be cool, be safe.......and I'll talk to ya next week!! I'm on 
vacation and I'm gonna stroke some.............well, you know! And who loves ya?????????? You got it Marty!!! jb the rc
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Book Review  
by Glen Broman IPMS Quad Cities IPMS #32541 
WESPE Sd.Kfz. 124 
By George Parada, Mariusz Suliga and Waldemar Hryniewicki 
Published by OW Kagero, Lublin Poland 2001 
This title is number 8 in the excellent Photosniper series. This book covers the Wespe self propelled howitzer. The Wespe was used by the 
German Army in World War II and was based on the chassis of the Panzerkampwagen II. The Wespe was also the subject of a recent kit release in
1/35 scale from Tamiya. If you are planning on building the Tamiya kit, this book is a must have. The book is 54 pages in length with card covers
and uses high quality paper. The cover is printed in color, and both the inside and back covers have full color profiles of nine vehicles. To 
sweeten up an already good deal, the folks from Kagero have included a decal sheet covering all of those vehicles. The decal sheet is printed 
by Techmod and covers national markings, vehicle numbers and a few unit markings. The decal sheet also includes some interesting vehicle art.
Unfortunately, most of the vehicles pictured on the covers are from unknown units, so few unit markings could be provided. The book is divided 
into four parts; the first part is a developmental history of the vehicle and includes photos of the Wespe in action during World War II. The second
section consists of detail photos in color and black and white of the preserved vehicle in the museum in Koblenz. This vehicle is the only 
prototype vehicle left. The authors have thoughtfully pointed out where there are differences between the prototype and the production variants. 
These are extremely useful photos for the detailer. The third section of the book covers two built up Tamiya models with suggestions for 
improving the detail of the kit. This section is also well illustrated with close up black and white photos of the completed models. The fourth 
section is full of well done 1/35 scale plans of the Wespe. The plans cover not only the standard five view of left, right, front, back and top, but 
cover interior detail, suspension, hull details and tool drawings. The drawings also show the armor plate thickness and degree of slope. There are
also numerous scrap plans of hull and suspension items and complete plans of the 105mm howitzer. Topping off the drawing section are plans 
for the radio and intercom set and their mounting bracket. The book is printed in Polish and English. All photographs have both English and 
Polish captions. My only complaint is that the English translations are a little rough in places, however, the meaning is always clear. This book is 
highly recommended for fans of artillery and German armor, and is especially useful for any one building the either the Tamiya 1/35 scale 
Wespe or the 1/72 ESCI Wespe. 

Review - 

CMD 38 - T-23 Turret with Canvas Mantelet Cover
By Cookie Sewell, courtesy AMPS Kit Review: 
Chesapeake Model Designs 1/35 Scale 
Kit No. CMD 38, 
Late Pattern T23 Sherman Turret with Oval Loader's Hatch and Canvas Mantelet Cover; 
33 parts (32 in tan resin, 1 turned aluminum barrel); 
price $20. 
Advantages: Great quality and finish plus "plastic kit" assembly simplicity. 
Disadvantages: "Not German" 
Rating: Highly Recommended 
Recommendation: for all very late WWII and Postwar 76mm Sherman models and conversions. 
Pity the poor tanker. He works in a nasty, noisy machine which is too hot in the winter and too cold in the summer, and to top it off, since much of
what it does has to move and flex, there are openings and gaps in it everywhere. Today's tanker has it pretty good due to the side effect of 
sealing the tank to prevent chemical, biological, or radiological contamination from leaking in but his predecessors were not so fortunate. Most of
the "great" tanks from WWII weren't really so hot, as they tended to leak in either water or air and be quite uncomfortable to use for the crew. Dust
also came in through all openings, and cordite smoke when in combat. The British seem to have caught on to this problem sooner than most, 
and many of their tanks post-D-Day wore a British-designed canvas mantelet cover to stop the biggest gaps those around the gun shield and 
opening to the turret for the main armament assembly earlier than most. Surprisingly, it wasn't until quite late in the war that the US finally 
began to make and issue canvas covers for the 76mm and 105mm mantelets for the M4 medium tanks. Late production tanks were fitted for them
at the factory, but most of them didn't get to the forward area as they were not needed by that time. Postwar, however, all of the US tank fleet 
was fitted for a canvas mantlet cover to both protect the crew from the elements as well as help seal the tank from dust and moisture during 
short-term storage. These were standard fittings on all US tanks through the M-1 series, which used different arrangements of filters and masks 
inside the mantelet to prevent air or moisture entry, plus overpressure when the NBC system was activated. Modeling a canvas mantlet can be a 
chore, as they are hard to get to look right or get the right "drape" to the canvas, no matter what material is used. CMD has now done one up 
using their outstanding T23 series turret as a basis, and the results are very, very good. All of the fittings for the mantlet are present in scale, and 
the drape and flexing of the simulated canvas look realistic. The only minor gripe one could have and which cannot be helped due to the 
material involved is that the canvas is too smooth. This is easily fixed with the use of a "stippling" technique using putty and a short-bristled brush
(the one inside a Testors Liquid Cement bottle cut down to 1/8" long bristles is about right). Using a putty which is soluble in Testors Liquid 
Cement (Squadron White Putty and Dr. Microtools are two that do nicely) paint it on the model and then, before the mixture dries, dabble it with 
the brush. If you work with small areas, the result is a rough-out finish which will look very good with painting and drybrushing. (Gunze Sangyo 
Mr. Surfacer 500 and the same technique work equally as well.) If you are doing a Korean War Sherman, this is a super upgrade and will make a 
nice addition to your kit. It's reasonably priced (it includes an M1A2 gun with muzzle brake as well) and very nicely done. Thanks to Bill Miley of 
CMD for the review sample. 

Russian Green From Cookie Sewell
The Russians who did the recent camouflage book research came up with chips that were a direct match to FS34102, which IIRC is one of the 
standard Viet Nam air colors. Looks about right on a model. 

Return to QCSMS Newsletter index
Return to QCSMS main page
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